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CHAPTER 1
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"WE ARE HERE LIVE AT the grand opening of the Outcasts Building in Los Angeles, the place where we first saw Xyreon in action," the reporter announced to the audience. People from all over the world had come to Los Angeles just to catch a glimpse of the superheroes. Over the last two years, they had become increasingly popular. Initially, people were scared of them and didn't trust them, but the heroes had finally gained their trust.

As the crowd cheered, the reporter turned around and looked into the sea of people. "Here we have the first hero, Victoria White, the one and only Molecural." Victoria tried to make her way through the crowd. She enjoyed the positive attention, but also felt like it was more than she deserved. As the people started to get too close to her, the street raised up and created a fence, pushing everyone away from Victoria.

The people looked shocked at first, but when they saw that Bill was the one who had done this, they all started cheering even louder. Almost no one in the audience had seen them in action. Victoria walked up the stairs that led to the entrance of the building, waving to everyone. Through all the cheering, Bill wanted to say something to Victoria, but he couldn't because she couldn't hear anything.

They walked into the building, and Bill told Victoria that it was crazy outside. Victoria smiled. "Yes, they are actually way happier than I expected."

Footsteps approached Victoria from her right. At first, she thought that someone had come to attack her, but when she looked to the right, she saw Emily there. "I'm so glad to see you!" Emily said as she hugged Victoria.

Victoria told her that she was happy as well. "And thank you for what you did back in New York last year. That was the last time I saw you."

"You would've done the same for me, and besides that, it actually helped me. As you know, I left the army, and Harry now runs it, but the only problem is that..." Emily trailed off.

Victoria finished her sentence, "That Dave escaped, but don't worry about it. Now that we are together, we will be stronger than ever, and we will find him and lock him up for good."

While they were talking, people outside started cheering like crazy. "And here is the King of New Vazuno, the one who messed up but made everything right again, Aessoid!" the reporter exclaimed through her microphone.

Aessoid was escorted by a few of his soldiers, just to make sure nothing happened to the king. People were really excited to see him, most people at least. Some had cardboard signs with them, and on them, they had written things such as: "Get off our planet!" or "You are the reason why people died!" But Aessoid didn't even think about what these people thought. He knew that not everything was his fault, and even more importantly, he was the one who saved these people, even without most of them realizing it.

"Aessoid! How have you been?!" Emily asked while she gave him a hug. With a happy look on his face, he said, "I am doing so much better. Victoria has helped me a lot with gaining the people's trust. We are even considering making a universal passport, just so that people can come to our Earth and experience our culture on vacation."

Victoria, The Survivors, and Aessoid had become really good friends over the last year. That was because these were the only people that lived nearby the portal to his universe. "I've also gained a lot of trust from my people, and that is so important to me. They really see me as their king now, and we're rebuilding New Vazuno to make it even greater than it used to be," Aessoid declared.

As the crowd erupted in cheers, the Outcasts knew that one of their own had arrived. Suddenly, something purple, white, and blue fell from the sky and landed in front of the impressive building. The confused reporter announced, "Xyreon, GhostLife, and... Xyreon's girlfriend?" The crowd went wild, especially after seeing the video of Xyreon saving a cat in the midst of a fight. GhostLife shouted, "What's up, people!" and the crowd went even crazier. It was unclear whether they were cheering for GhostLife or Xyreon.

As Xyreon and Emma made their way into the building, Brandon landed next to GhostLife, startling him. "You could've landed gently," GhostLife exclaimed. Brandon apologized and made a bow, but GhostLife told him to stop acting so high-class. 

The reporter tried to catch a glimpse of them, announcing, "Omar and Artie, also known as GhostLife, just walked into the building!"

Before they could even greet each other, the crowd cheered again. "Give it up for Phoenix Eye!" the reporter yelled. Conner still had a bit of a walk to get to the building, so Emma and Brandon introduced themselves to everyone. As they chatted, Omar looked at Victoria and noticed her quickly looking away. 

"Hey, I... you... you look really pretty," Omar said shyly. Victoria blushed and thanked him. Artie urged Omar to ask her out already, but Omar got angry, not wanting the advice. Victoria thought she had upset him, but Omar explained that he was angry at Artie, not at her.

Finally, Conner arrived, looking happy. Everyone hugged him and welcomed him. Victoria was thrilled to hear that he had completed rehab and had been sober for five months. "The best part is that I won't disappoint my wife, my son, or you guys. From now on, I will be there for anyone who needs me," Conner said with a proud smile. Everyone was overjoyed for him, and it felt like they were one big family.

Victoria, the owner of the building, asked if everyone was there. Amy and Lucas walked in, having been waiting in the lounge. Lucas asked where the rest of the survivors were, and Victoria explained that they were back at their hideout protecting the city. Xyreon asked if everyone was ready, but GhostLife said that Emma and Brandon still needed superhero names. Emma suggested "Goddess of Light," but Xyreon told her that it was a bad name.

"What do you mean? It sounds cool," Victoria said with a smile directed at Emma.

Xyreon chuckled. "Alright, whatever you want to be called."

"Brandon, your superhero name will be... The Energizer," GhostLife announced.

There was a moment of silence, and then Victoria spoke up. "That name... that one is so much worse than Goddess of Light." Everyone started talking about how bad the name was.

"I actually like it. It's easy to remember and describes me well," Brandon said seriously.

Omar interjected, "See, he thinks it's a good name, so we'll keep it at that." Everyone laughed uncontrollably, unable to believe that The Energizer was going to be Brandon's official superhero name.

"Come on, these people have waited long enough. Let's officially open this building," Victoria said, walking towards the door.

Aessoid used his powers to open the door, and everyone walked through, standing in front of the building. Lucas handed the microphone to Victoria. "You got this," he said.

Victoria felt nervous, but she had done multiple public announcements before, so she started speaking. "Hello everyone, thank you for coming to this event. There are a lot of people from all over the world here."

The crowd cheered loudly.

"First of all, I want to tell you that I'm really happy that The Outcasts are finally back together, like a big family. Without them, we would've lost this world. And because there are so many people that are on the wrong path, we needed to find a solution. And that solution is this building. It will make it easier for us to be around the world," Victoria said.

The crowd quieted down, eager to hear what she had to say.

"In the coming months, we will open buildings across the world. We are going to open them in Germany, Spain, Japan, Brazil, Egypt, and Australia. That way, we can always have one hero in every part of the world, and it will make it easier to report crimes because our buildings will also be home to a special police force. But more information about that will come soon," Victoria announced.

The people were all really curious, but they were really happy.

Victoria's hand was on the microphone, and she asked, "Does anyone want to say anything?"

Xyreon shook his head, and almost everyone else did too, except for Phoenix Eye.

The microphone got passed to Conner. "Hello everyone, I just want to thank all of you from the bottom of my heart. We, The Outcasts, have all made mistakes, screwed things up, and that is because we are human. Even though Aessoid is an alien, it doesn't mean he doesn't have human feelings. I just want to thank all of you for still believing in us, no matter what happened before."

The crowd erupted in cheers once again.

Aessoid put his hand on Conner's shoulder. "Thank you. It means a lot."

Conner simply nodded.

"Alright, then let's open the building!" Victoria exclaimed, turning around.

A drone that was flying above streamed everything to the big electronic billboard that was made on the side of the building. It showed that someone had put a big red ribbon in front of the building doors.

"Are we going to do this together?" Victoria asked, putting on her glove.

Everyone immediately understood what she wanted to do.

"3... 2... 1..." The crowd counted down.

When they reached one, everyone used a part of their power to break the red ribbon. Victoria and the survivors made a sharp spike come out of the ground, Emily shot at the red ribbon with her gun, Emma shot a small beam of light, Xyreon threw a few purple particles at the ribbon, Brandon shot an energy beam at it, GhostLife pointed his sword at the ribbon and shot a little bit of plasma at it, and Aessoid used his telekinesis to push the ribbon away.

Music started playing, and Victoria shouted through the microphone, "The Outcasts building is officially opened!"



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


CHAPTER 2

PARTY CRASHERS...
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"IT'S AMAZING TO SEE all these people having so much fun," Victoria exclaimed, her eyes fixed on Xyreon.

Xyreon, also looking at the crowd, felt the same way. "After everything that happened to us, people are still here, putting their trust in us."

Suddenly, someone snuck up behind Xyreon and gave him a hug. "I told you they wouldn't hate you," Emma said, hugging him firmly.

Xyreon's smile was genuine, unlike the many fake ones he had worn before. "I know. I'm just not used to people being happy to see me," he replied.

Emma and Xyreon went into the crowd to get themselves a soda, leaving Victoria to stare at them with envy. She couldn't help but think about how she would have loved to be here with Charlie.

"Can I get you something?" a voice from behind asked her.

Victoria quickly turned around and saw Omar in his complete form. "Where is Artie?" she asked, her tone confused.

Omar, slightly nervous, replied, "He... wanted some rest."

"That's new, right? Most of the time, you guys just want to irritate each other," Victoria said sarcastically. She couldn't help but ask, "So, what happened to Donny?"

Omar was taken aback. "He is in prison now. I will tell you more about it later."

Both of them looked into the crowd, watching as Aessoid used his telekinetic powers to lift children into the air for a few seconds. "It's so adorable, seeing Aessoid trying to make up for the mistakes his people made," Victoria said, continuing to watch the children having fun.

Omar couldn't hold it in any longer. "Will you go and get a drink with me?" he asked.

"You aren't even old enough to drink," Victoria laughed.

Omar realized that what he asked was indeed a little dumb, but he played it off. "I'm 19; in Europe, it would be legal," he said with a smile.

Victoria laughed and agreed to get that drink. They both walked away from the doors of the Outcasts building.

Conner and Emily were deep in conversation. Conner couldn't stop talking about Stan, who had already turned three years old. "I... have a daughter," Emily said quietly.

Conner's eyes widened in disbelief. "Really?! When was she born?"

Emily had a proud smile on her face. "September 30th, 2005."

Conner's smile faltered a little. "You adopted her?"

"Yes, I actually met her during the chaos with Aessoid. She lived in an abusive home, and I got her out of there," Emily said softly.

Conner's smile returned. "That's amazing. What's her name?"

"Rose," Emily said, showing him a photo.

Conner looked at the photo. "I'm really happy for you."

Lucas and Amy were enjoying some street food. "Eat like a normal human being for once!" Amy scolded.

"What... do yo... mea...?!" Lucas said with his mouth full of an entire taco.

Amy sighed. "You are supposed to be a role model, not a competitive eater!"

This was one of many small fights Lucas and Amy had, but they always reconciled. "I'm sorry, they're just that good," Lucas mumbled, wiping his mouth with a paper towel.

Amy's face softened. "I know. I just don't want people to think that we have a so-called 'superhero' who is an idiot."

"But I am an idiot! That's why you love me," Lucas grinned and kissed Amy on the cheek.

Amy wrinkled her nose. "You smell like garlic!" She laughed.

Bill surveyed the area, making sure everything was safe. Someone had to be on the lookout.

Brandon stood in front of the doors, watching the crowd. He tried to understand the people and their customs. Celebrations in his universe were different from this one. He pondered his purpose for being in this universe.

"So, will you tell me why we got this really strong drink disguised as cola?" Victoria asked with a sly smile.

Omar stopped walking, his nerves getting the best of him. "Well... I..."

Victoria leaned in, listening intently.

"From the day we met, I..." Omar trailed off as multiple explosions rocked the area.

Green particles filled the air, and metal support beams crumbled to the ground.

Xyreon flew underneath a falling beam, preventing it from harming anyone. Aessoid used his telekinetic power to catch another beam.

"Get them out of here!" Xyreon shouted at Emma, who was already leading people to safety.

The explosions intensified, and Artie appeared on Omar's left side. Omar punched one of the men shooting the green particles, launching him away from the event.
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