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Versailles State Park

Hiking, Camping and Mountain Biking

Indiana State Park Travel Guide Series – Volume 11

Paul R. Wonning

Description

Versailles State Park is a prime destination for those that enjoy mountain biking, hiking, camping and picnicking. Over 30 miles of mountain bike trails that double as hiking trails and 6 miles of dedicated hiking trails, those seeking a nature adventure will find a mecca of enjoyment. The 226-site electric campground offers a wonderful, relaxing way to spend time in the great outdoors. 

The book Versailles State Park book also serves as a tourism guide for Ripley County, Indiana as it includes an extensive listing of local attractions like museums, movie theaters, golf courses and many other fun day trip ideas.
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Versailles State Park

Established 1943

5988 Acres

Versailles State Park

Mailing Address

P.O. Box 205

Physical Address

1387 E US Route 50

Versailles IN  47042

(812) 689-6424

http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2963.htm
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The geology of Versailles State Park is interesting because Laughery Creek at this point is the dividing line between two geologic provinces, the Muscatatuck

Regional Slope and the Dearborn Upland. There are also two layers of fossils that originate from two separate geologic eras, the Silurian and the Ordovician ages. The park also has a cave, dubbed the Bat Cave. Laughery Creek forms the mid-section of the northern half of the park and flows along the western boundary of the southern half. Laughery Creek is the main feeder of Laughery Lake, though Fallen Timbers Creek, which flows into the lake from the east, also contributes. Cedar Creek flows into the lake on its western shore.

Muscatatuck Regional Slope

The Muscatatuck Regional Slope stretches from southern Shelby and Bartholomew Counties to the Ohio River. It encompasses most of Decatur and Jennings Counties, western Ripley County, western Jefferson County and eastern Clark County. The soil consists of a thin layer of glacial drift. The land gradually falls away from east to west. Elevations along the eastern edge range from 1000 feet above sea level to about 500 feet at the Ohio River. Where it meets the Scottsburg Lowland, it is about 700 feet. Most of the streams in this region flow through steep walled valleys. The land between the streams is mostly flat. Carbonate rocks, mostly limestone, form the bedrock of the region. The Laughery Escarpment forms the dividing line between the Slope and the Dearborn Upland to the east.

Laughery Escarpment

An escarpment is a long cliff or steep slope that separates two areas that have differing elevations. Erosion or faulting forms an escarpment. The Laughery escarpment formed because of erosion of Cincinnatian shales which overlay a layer of Niagara limestone.

Dearborn Upland

The Dearborn Upland region occupies the territory roughly east of Laughery Creek and south of the Whitewater River and proceeds to the Ohio River. The terrain is rugged with steep hills and valleys that have very little bottom land. The higher elevations have also been largely dissected by water erosion, leaving little flat land. Much of the land has glacial till leftover from glacial ice left over several ice ages.

Ice Ages

Climate change is a naturally occurring phenomenon, with periodic warming and cooling of the earth's climate consisting of alternating warm periods as well as ice ages in which glacial ice covers large portions of the earth's surface. There have been numerous ice ages in the earth's 4.6-billion-year history as well as numerous times when the earth was warmer than it is now.

Ordovician Age

The Ordovician Age lasted from 485.4 million years ago until 443.8 years ago, about 41.6 million years. English geologist Charle Lapworth studied rocks from this period in the 1860's and proposed that the period be named the Ordovician Age in 1879. A Welsh tribe, the Ordovice, lived near the region in which he studied the rocks. During this age continental drift forced several smaller ancient continents to form a large continent called Gondwana. Continental drift involves the theory of plate tectonics, a theory which postulates that the continents drift on tectonic plates and move, a process that takes millions of years. Gondwana moved to a position in the South Pole, which caused a period of intense global cooling. The entire age suffered from climate extremes during which there were periods of extremely warm temperatures and periods of extreme cold. The temperature extremes and sea level changes caused mass extinction events. The largest mass extinction event took place at the end of the Age in which about 85% of the species that lived during that era became extinct.

Silurian Age

During the Silurian Age, which lasted from 443.8 million years until 419.2 million years ago, about 24.6 million years. Scottish geologist Roderick Impey Murchison gave the name Silurian to the age while he studied rocks of that age in Western Wales in the 1830's. He used the name of a Welsh tribe, the Silures, that lived in the area. It was during the Silurian Age that the protective ozone layer developed in the Earth's atmosphere. The Earth's climate also stabilized, which reduced the severity of the ice ages that had previously occurred. These ice ages caused dramatic rises and falls of sea levels, which was one cause of the mass extinctions. It was during the Silurian Age that the first fish with jaws appeared as well as the first freshwater fish. Vascular plants growing on the land near streams and rivers also made their first appearance. Animals would have included spider-like and millipede-like predators as well as other small, invertebrate creatures. At this time giant two giant land masses existed, Gondwana and Laurentia. Gondwana, under the influence of continental drift, moved into the southern hemisphere. It would eventually break up, over millions of years, into Antarctica, Australia, Africa and South America. Laurentia drifted into the equatorial region and would eventually form North America.

Bat Cave

Located along Trail 2, Bat Cave is at the base of a ten-foot-high limestone cliff. The Indiana Karst Society has measured the cave as extending back 713 feet. The cave's highest point is five feet, so it is necessary for explorers to crawl while inside. A spring emerges from the entrance during wet weather. Prior to exploring the cave, permission from park staff is necessary.

Wolf Man of Versailles

An interesting legend surrounds the cave. During the Civil War, Confederate General John T. Morgan staged a raid across Indiana. Morgan's Raiders, as they are popularly known, came through Versailles on July 12, 1863. According to the legend a Confederate soldier named Silas Shimmerhorn deserted. He took up residence in the cave. He would raid nearby farmhouses at night to acquire food and other necessities. Apparently, a pack of wolves also inhabited the cave. Silas allegedly took up with the wolf pack and began hunting with them. Dubbed the "The Wolf Man of Versailles," Shimmerhorn became as big a nuisance to area farmers as the wolves, as the pack killed livestock for food. The men formed a group and began hunting the wolves as well as Shimmerhorn. They managed to kill most of the wolves but could not catch Shimmerhorn. The men discovered the cave with his bed and rifle inside. No one ever discovered Shimmerhorn, who disappeared into legend. Apparently there have been sightings over time of a naked, bearded man wandering in the woods of Versailles State Park. Be careful when hiking, as the "The Wolf Man of Versailles," may find you.

Karst Topography

Common in Indiana and around the world, Karst topography features sinkholes, caves and underground rivers and disappearing streams. Derived from the German word, karst, the Germans originally coined the word to describe the karst topography of the Dinaric Alps in northeastern Italy. The word has since been adopted worldwide to describe this type of terrain. Typically, a region featuring karst topography had a bedrock layer of limestone, dolomite or gypsum. Sinkholes and caves form when rainwater enters the soil and seeps down, dissolving the water-soluble bedrock. When enough of the bedrock dissolves, the soil above it collapses, causing a sinkhole. Similarly, flowing water dissolves this bedrock, forming caves. Caves range from very small underground chambers to large cave systems like Mammoth Cave in Kentucky. Streams and rivers can erode the bedrock beneath them, causing them to disappear underground for a portion of their course. The Lost River in Orange County in Indiana is a good example of this phenomenon.

Fallen Timbers Creek

Approximately two miles long, Falling Timbers Creek begins just a little west of County Road 300 E, north of its intersection with Base Road. The creek flows in a generally northwestern course until it enters Versailles Lake. Trail 3 follows its course, crossing it three times.

Laughery Creek

Laughery Creek is about ninety miles long, beginning in Ripley County southeast of Napoleon in Ripley County a short distance east of US 421. The drainage basin consists of approximately 167 square miles.

Laughery Creek passes close to the Ripley County towns of Napoleon, Osgood, Versailles and Friendship. The majority of the Laughery Creek valley in Ripley County is heavily forested and provides excellent farmland on the flat bottom lands that border its banks. Its major tributary, Little Laughery, flows from Batesville, Indiana in the north. The junction of the two creeks is just southeast of Ballstown, Indiana on Indiana State Road 229. Other tributaries of Laughery Creek in Ripley County include Plum Creek and Ripley Creek.

In Ripley County Laughery Creek flows through Versailles State Park. From Versailles State Park canoeists can float to the Ohio River for most of the creek's length. Laughery departs Ripley County about 3/5 of a mile southeast of Friendship, where it enters Dearborn County for a short distance, flowing east, then southwest back into Ripley County and exits Ripley for the last time, becoming the boundary between Ohio and Dearborn Counties. South Cave Hill Road roughly follows the creek on the east side for much of its length south of Versailles to Friendship. Indiana State Road 62 parallels it through Friendship.

Aquatic Life

Laughery Creek's waters provide habitat for a rich variety of aquatic life. Fish species include:

Catfish

Carp

Blue Gill

Shad

Small-mouth And Large-mouth Bass

Rock Bass

Black Bass

Large, Red-breasted Sunfish

Roanoke Bass (Redeye)

Crappie

Creek Or Bull Chub

Sucker

Gar

Flathead Catfish

Channel Catfish

Blue Catfish

Crayfish, mussels and leeches also inhabit the waters.

Tributaries

Chief tributaries of Laughery include Tub Creek, Walnut Fork, Little Laughery, Ripley Creek, Castrator’s Creek, Goose Creek, Raccoon Creek, Caeser Creek.

Public Access Sites

Versailles State Park

Friendship Mill Dam

Length: 110'

Height: 4'

Width at Top: 2.4'

Material:

Alias Name: Old Mill Dam (Laughery Creek)

Waterbody: Laughrey Creek

County: Dearborn

Managed by: Division of Fish & Wildlife, Public Access South

Phone: (812) 644-7731

Amenities:

Campground: No

Boat/canoe rental: No

Boat Dock: No

ADA Access? No

Boat Ramp? Yes

Motor Restrictions? None

Type of Launch: Boat Ramp

Type of Ramp: Concrete

Fee Charged? No

Longitude, Latitude: -84.957967, 38.995232

As it exits Ripley County, it forms the boundary of Ohio and Dearborn Counties. Laughery Creek receives its name from Revolutionary War Colonel Archibald Lochry, who died with many of his company along the banks of the creek on August 24, 1781. Laughery Creek drains the majority of Ripley County. Its source is southeast of Napoleon, in the northwest corner of the County, and exits the county near Friendship, in the southeast corner. The Laughery Creek valley serves as the basin for Versailles Lake in Versailles State Park. The Busching Covered Bridge spans Laughery Creek just south of the park. It is still an active bridge.

Laughery Creek in Ripley County

Length - About 50 Miles

Flowing first north, Laughery bends around and flows generally southeast through the midsection of Ripley County. On its way it intersects US Route 421 twice, Milhousen Road, County Road 1050 N, 350 W, 250 W, 1150 N, 200 W, Indiana State Road 229, CR 1000 N, Indiana State Road 48, Mud Pike Road, Indiana State Road 350, County Road 25 S, US Route 50, County Road 250 S, South Cave Hill Road (twice), Indiana State Road 62 before passing into Dearborn County just east of Friendship. Cave Hill Road follows much of its course below its intersection with Signor Hill Road.

Laughery Creek in Dearborn County

Length - About 25 miles

Laughery Creek enters Dearborn County from Ripley County about 1.75 miles southeast of Friendship, Indiana and exits into the Ohio River near Aurora, Indiana. Riverview Cemetery is on the east bank of Laughery Creek. It is the approximate scene of "Lochrey's Massacre." The cemetery is located on East Laughery Creek Road, just off Indiana State Road 56.

A historic bridge, a triple-intersection Pratt truss, also known as the Triple Whipple Bridge, crosses Laughery Creek near its junction with the Ohio River. The bridge was constructed in 1878. It was restored in 2008.

Laughery Creek in Ohio County

Length - About 25 miles

Laughery Creek forms the northern border separating Ohio and Dearborn Counties. From the east, East Laughery Creek Road runs alongside Laughery Creek for about 4.65 miles from its intersection with Indiana State Road 56 near Riverview Cemetery. Cole Lane and Nelson Road from Ohio County make up the north and south roads meeting at this intersection. Here, East Laughery Road becomes Laughery Road, which winds along the creek for another 1.65 miles, where it meets Huseman Road. See the Huesman Road article to see the details of this road. After the Huesman Road and Indiana State Road 262 intersection, West Laughery Creek Road branches off from SR 262 and winds west along the creek for about 8.11 miles to its intersection with Bell's Branch Road. Bell's Branch continues south into Ohio County and north to an intersection with Nolte Road. On its way, generally southwest, West Laughery Creek Road intersects Arlington Road, Roberts Road, Prosperity Ridge Road, Baum Hollow Road, Milton Bear Branch Road and Hartford Pike roughly parallel Laughery Creek in Ohio County.

From west to east, Laughery tributaries in Dearborn County include Bob Branch, Mud Lick and Goodpasture Branch.

Archibald Lochry (April 15, 1733— August 24, 1781)

The son of Jeremiah Loughery and Mary Murphy, Archibald was native to Octorarro Settlement, Ireland. The family migrated to York County, Pennsylvania sometime in the late 1730's. At maturity, Archibald became a powerful man, acquiring land and holding several political posts. He gained his first military experience during the latter stages of the French and Indian War when he enlisted on July 18, 1763.

Revolutionary War

In 1781, Lochry received an appointment to serve as colonel in the militia and given authority to recruit 200 men to launch attacks against the native tribes that were attacking the Pennsylvania frontier as part of the hostilities of the Revolutionary War. Since many were reluctant to leave their homes defenseless during a time of conflict, Lochry was only able to recruit 107 men. The company was ready to move by July 1781. Lochry had agreed to join an expedition led by General George Rogers Clark of Virginia on a mission that was to move down the Ohio River and recruit men in Kentucky. From there they would either move against Fort Detroit or attack Delaware and Shawnee tribes deep in the heart of Indian country in current Indiana and Ohio. These tribes were harassing the Pennsylvania frontier.

The Campaign

Clark departed down the Ohio first from Wheeling. Initially, the two groups were to leave Wheeling together. However, Clark had a major problem with desertion. His soldiers were reluctant to leave their homes for extended periods, leaving their families undefended. They deserted in large numbers. This caused Clark to try to move further west faster than anticipated in the hopes of cutting down on desertions. Lochry arrived at Wheeling on August 8, only to find that Clark had already left. Lochry's men built boats and departed Wheeling after spending a few days building the boats they needed. While there, Lochry sent a canoe downstream with a message to Clark relating that they were low on supplies for both men, horses, and would follow Clark as soon as they could. This message did not reach General Clark. Forces led by George Girty and Chief Joseph Brandt intercepted the messages and began immediately to assemble a force to attack Lochry.

Lochry's Massacre

After departing Wheeling, Lochry kept his boats to the middle of the Ohio River to prevent attack from the shore. Girty and Brandt shadowed the force onshore as it made its way downriver. After several days of travel, Lochry had to go ashore to allow the horses to graze and obtain food for his men. They landed near the mouth of present day Laughery Creek. They killed a buffalo and prepared to cook it while the horses grazed. Meanwhile, danger gathered in the woodland surrounding them. The numbers Brandt and Girty had to attack are not certain, somewhere between 150 and 500 warriors attacked Lochry's force, catching them by surprise. In the short battle that followed, the natives forced Lochry to surrender. About thirty-seven died in the attack, including Lochry, who was reportedly tomahawked as he sat on a log after the surrender. The remainder of the prisoners were marched up trails by the Miami River. The natives ransomed some, killed some and adopted others. Only around twenty-five survived the attack.

Clark's proposed attack against Detroit died with Lochry's Massacre. Lacking the manpower to carry it out, he abandoned the plan. His capture of Vincennes in 1779 would not be repeated at Detroit.

A government clerk on the first documents misspelled the name ‘Laughery’, and the name has remained unchanged. Riverview Cemetery, the approximate location of the battle near Aurora, contains a monument to Lochry and his men, and a list of the soldiers who took part in the battle.
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The story of Versailles State Park begins with that of the Versailles Recreation Demonstration Area. The Recreation Demonstration Program by the Federal Government was a result of an economic collapse known as the Great Depression.

Great Depression

Many of the structures, trails and other improvements to the early state parks and other facilities were constructed in the 1930's by men of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). The CCC programs have their origins in response to the stock market collapse that occurred in September 1929, the beginning of the Great Depression. The collapse began on October 24, 1929, a day that has become known as Black Thursday.

Black Thursday

The decade of the 1920's, often called the Roaring Twenties, had been a time of great prosperity. Europe and the United States saw great economic growth during these years. During the later years of the decade the ills caused by increasing consumer debt, reduction in demand for goods and services and lowered industrial production led to unseen problems in the economy. The stock market had shown unprecedented growth. People of all economic classes had invested heavily in the stock market. Signs of economic trouble began to surface in 1929. Unemployment had begun to rise and stock prices had become inflated. A small stock market crash occurred on March 25, however the market recovered. Though there were small signs that this crash was a warning of trouble, the economy continued to do well. In August the market began to display signs of instability. Finally, on Thursday, October 24, when it dropped an alarming 11% when trading started. On Monday, sometimes called Black Monday, the market fell another 12%. Over the following couple of months, some recovery was made, but the trend was steadily downward. By July 1932 the market had lost 89% of its value. The market collapse impoverished millions of people that had invested their funds in stocks. This was a disaster, but it would get worse.

Dust Bowl

The Dust Bowl of the 1930's had numerous causes, some natural, some man made. The Great Plains stretches across all, or large portions of, 13 states and 3 Canadian provinces. The Dust Bowl did not encompass the entire plains but did include most of Nebraska and large parts of Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas, Colorado, New Mexico and a small sliver in Nebraska. Before settlement, the region was a vast, semi-arid grass land. The region is subject to high winds, which the deep-rooted grasses and other plants protected. Prior to the Civil War settlers, believing the area was unsuitable for agriculture, passed over it, preferring to settle further west.

Homestead Act

Passage of the Homestead Act of 1872 by Congress began to change that. Congress offered 1/4 of a section, or 160 acres, of land to new settlers. This act, as well as the completion of the Transcontinental Railroad in 1869, led to an increase in migration into the area. Farmers began cultivating the soil, mostly to grow wheat.

Denuding the Landscape

The farmers practiced a method of plowing called deep plowing which destroyed the native grasses. Ranchers allowed overgrazing of livestock, which also denuded the landscape. During these years an abnormal amount of rain fell, leading many to believe that the climate had changed, and that the semiarid region would become wetter. After World War I, the disruption in agricultural output in Europe caused grain production to rise, leading to more acreage being plowed.

Drought

A severe drought began to grip the area, beginning in 1930. The drought would last about 10 years and wrought severe economic and social changes for the people that farmed the land.

Black Blizzards

The drought-stricken lands lay bare to the great winds that swept the plains. The remaining topsoil turned to dust which the winds picked up and carried with it. The dust clouds darkened the skies and swept east. The winds carried the dust as far east as New York and Washington DC. The fine dust penetrated cracks in houses, coating furniture and occupants with dust. Many hundreds died of an affliction called dust pneumonia, caused by dust infested lungs. The worse storm occurred on Black Sunday, April 14, 1935. The storm picked up an estimated 3 million tons of topsoil from Texas and Oklahoma. The resulting black blizzard caused the press to coin the area the "Dust Bowl."

Dislocated People

Farmers fled the region, seeking refuge further west. As people abandoned their farms, bankers had no choice but to foreclose on loans, a process that aggravated an already dire financial crises, the Great Depression.

Bank Failures

The industrial collapse in production and the number of defaults caused by farmers abandoning their lands as well as many businesses failing caused a loss of faith in the banking system. Many depositors began withdrawing their money. This process accelerated, creating a bank run as hundreds of depositors descended on banks to demand their money. The panic spread and many banks failed, leading many people to lose their money. There were four separate major incidents of bank runs during the turbulent 1930's.

Smoot Hawley Act

Congress passed, and President Hoover signed, the Smoot-Hawley Act in June 1930 in response to the deteriorating economic situation. The main goal of the Smoot-Hawley Act was to protect American agricultural and industrial products. It raised tariffs on imported goods by 20%. 25 other nations retaliated by raising their tariffs on American goods shortly thereafter. The Act, instead of protecting American goods, worsened the economies across the world, deepening the depression that had enveloped the economies of most of the world's nations.

Recreational Demonstration Areas

In response to the gathering economic gloom, Congress passed the National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA), signed into law on June 16, 1933. Part of the bill authorized the establishment of a program of public works that would conserve and develop and conserve natural resources in the nation. The Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works transferred $25,000,000 to the Federal Surplus Relief Corporation on July 18, 1934, to devise a program to re-utilize marginal agricultural lands. The Recreation Demonstration Area program was to find, purchase and develop lands that were marginal farming areas, near towns and did not fit the standards needed for a national park. The agency created the Recreational Demonstration Area program to meet these standards. The agency chose 58 properties in 88 counties across the United States. The lands were purchased and turned over to the National Park Service to administer and develop. Two properties in Indiana were part of this program, Winamac Recreation Demonstration Area (RDA) in Pulaski County and the Versailles Recreation Demonstration in Ripley County. Winamac eventually became Tippecanoe State Park and Versailles became Versailles State Park.

Versailles Recreation Demonstration Area

In August 1934 the National Park Service announced that the department would acquire 1700 acres to establish the first federal park in Indiana at Versailles. By fall the NPS had acquired the land and began making plans to establish a park there. Workers from the newly established Federal Emergency Relief Administration built a camp there the same year.

Federal Emergency Relief Administration

President Roosevelt built on his predecessor, Herbert Hoover's, Emergency Relief and Construction Act, to create the Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA) to deal with the economic disaster in 1934. FERA's purpose was to provide loans to the states to create emergency relief programs. These programs were meant to provide unskilled and skilled government jobs for unemployed men. Welfare type payouts were cheaper to administer than work programs, but it is psychologically better for people to perform work for their money. Unskilled jobs included construction projects on public property and manufacturing consumer goods. Skilled jobs included work for artists, writers, actors and musicians. The Works Progress Administration replaced this program in 1935. FERA workers built the Group Camp facility in Versailles State Park in 1935.

History of the Civilian Conservation Corps

First proposed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in a letter to Congress on March 13, 1933, Roosevelt urged the body to create a program which he called a Civilian Conservation Corps. He posited that the program should confine itself to forestry projects, soil erosion protection projects and flood control and other similar projects. Congress passed the Emergency Conservation Work act, which Roosevelt signed on March 31, 1933. Since the public had taken a fancy to the name Roosevelt coined, the Congress later renamed the program the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC).

Goals of the Program

The CCC program had two broad goals. One was to take youth unemployed by the economic crises off the streets. The second was to restore and conserve the natural resources of the nation.

Implementation of the Program

The operation of the program required the cooperation of 4 different Federal agencies. State and local relief agencies provided the Department of Labor with lists of men eligible to participate. The Departments of the Interior and Agriculture organized lists of properties to be developed. The United States Army provided the logistics and camp commanders for the local camps. The way projects were determined began at the state level. Each state had a CCC administrator. The administrator would send a list of proposed projects to the regional office that administered their states. The regional office would evaluate the properties in relation to the guidelines laid down by the National Park Service. After approval, a CCC crew would be sent to the site to perform the assigned tasks.

Organization of the Program

After World War I the United States Army had divided the United States into 9 military districts to manage the military operations within the nation. Since the Army had the task of organizing the logistics of the CCC, the Army used these same divisions to administer the CCC. The Corps main districts were:

First – Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, And Connecticut

Second – New Jersey, Delaware And New York

Third – Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, And the District Of Columbia

Fourth – North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi, Florida, And Louisiana.

Fifth – Ohio, West Virginia, Indiana, And Kentucky

Sixth – Illinois, Michigan, And Wisconsin

Seventh – Kansas, Arkansas, Iowa Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, And Missouri

Eighth – Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, And Wyoming (Excluding Yellowstone National Park)

Ninth – Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Utah, Nevada, California, And Yellowstone Park.

Camp Numbering System

The military used a specific numbering system for each of the individual companies. The first number indicated the district that the company was part of. The remaining numerals denoted the company's number designation. For example, Company 526 would have been in the 5th District and the 26th Company formed there. The number of the company could change based upon if the company was transferred to another division.

The CCC Workers

Any unemployed male from ages 18 to 25 years of age to sign up. The Congress later changed this to 17 to 23. The term was for a 6-month term. They had an option to sign up for 2 years, an option which many chose. They received a 6-day period of leave between enlistment periods. They would receive $30 per month, of which they had to send $25 home to their families. The CCC would provide them with shelter, usually on the property to which they were assigned to work. They also received food and clothing. They had a 5-day work week, from Monday through Friday. Buses would take them to nearby communities on the weekends. The shelter was Spartan, but it was adequate to their needs. Many men from the east signed on in hopes of receiving assignment in the west. The CCC added an educational program, which enabled over 40,000 illiterate men to learn to read and write. They could also take classes in mechanical drawing, typing, foreign languages and art.

Camp Organization

The camps were military style, not surprising as the Army oversaw the logistics of the program. Each camp would contain about 200 male workers. The camp usually had barracks for sleeping, latrines, mess hall, infirmary, recreation building and officer's quarters. The first order of business upon arrival at a site was to construct the barracks and other buildings. Once the camp was constructed the main work of the corps began. This included building bridges, picnic shelters, campgrounds, trails and other structures. The National Park Service had developed plans for structures to be built in parks. These were designed to fit in with the landscape and can be considered "park rustic." Designs were tailored to the region, so buildings were not the same everywhere.
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