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Part 1 Test Cricket
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Chapter 1 - Introduction
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I have been a cricket fan for most of my life. For me, cricket is a game steeped in tradition and history. Statistics provide a way to look back in time and see who the greats of the game were. In the early days of the sport, there was no media coverage apart from newspapers reporting on matches. The public kept up to date through sporting journals, reading match reports and similar content. The scorecard became a vital part of that narrative, with people poring over them to see how their favourite players had performed. It’s safe to say that the players from this era may not receive the recognition for their achievements that those in the modern era do, thanks to the live coverage available around the world and the internet. This has revolutionised the sport, making highlights and statistics readily accessible.

The younger generation may point to Steven Smith, Joe Root, Virat Kohli, and Kane Williamson as the best Test batsmen of all time. While these arguments have merit, players like Hobbs, Sobers, Hutton, and May are also deserving of recognition for their feats from the last century. Bradman, of course, stands alone, and his cricket records will likely never be surpassed. Most cricket enthusiasts would probably agree that he is the greatest of all time. However, this book is intended for those who may not know much about the players of the previous century, especially from the pre-colour television era.

The main focus will be on Test cricket, as it has the longest history, while One Day Internationals will be covered, albeit not as extensively due to their shorter history. T20s will be excluded, as this format has only existed for a relatively short period of around two decades.

In the preparation of this eBook, I have utilised the ICC ranking system for players. I would like to acknowledge that all statistics and numbers presented herein are the intellectual property of the International Cricket Council (ICC), and all rights are reserved.

I appreciate the ICC’s role in providing a comprehensive and authoritative framework for player rankings, which has greatly informed my work. The analysis I have conducted is to look behind the numbers and determine which players are worthy of greatness. 

Traditional statistics will be employed, supplemented by the ICC rankings. Any player averaging 50 in their Test career achieves an excellent feat. However, averages alone do not tell the whole story, as players can be classified as “flat track bullies,” meaning they score runs or take wickets against weaker opposition but struggle against stronger sides. The rankings system aims to account for these factors. A full explanation can be found on the ICC website at http://www.icc-cricket.com/rankings.

The ratings consider the strength of the opposition; for instance, if Player 1 scores 50 runs against a weak side according to the rankings, while Player 2 scores the same amount against a highly rated team, the runs scored by Player 2 will carry more weight. Additionally, scoring 50 in a high-scoring draw is not as significant as achieving the same score in a low-scoring win. This principle also applies to bowling, assessing the strength of the team to award ranking points accordingly.

The ratings evaluate current form, placing less emphasis on earlier games and more on recent matches. Traditional statistics, such as bowling and batting averages, provide straightforward metrics that reflect a player’s individual performance over time. They focus on raw numbers, making it easy to compare players based on their historical achievements.

In contrast, the ICC rankings system adopts a more dynamic approach. It evaluates players based on their recent performances and the quality of opposition faced, providing a more current measure of a player’s form and effectiveness. This system adjusts rankings frequently, reflecting changes in performance over time, while traditional averages may lag behind current capabilities.

Essentially, traditional statistics offer a historical perspective, whereas ICC rankings provide a real-time assessment of a player’s standing in the sport. The figures are accurate as of the end of October 2025. The ICC continuously enhances the rankings system, and both historical and current rankings can be adjusted for each player.
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Chapter 2 -  Calculation Methodology
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The key statistics are the following and can be applied to the Batsman, Bowlers and All Rounders.

Number of Matches

Number of Runs/Wickets

Average

Peak Rating

% of matches ranked number 1

% of matches rated above 900

% of matches in the top 10

If a player is ranked No. 1 for a period of matches, it demonstrates that they are the best player in the world for either batting or bowling. Breaking the 900-point barrier indicates that a player is experiencing a purple patch, where their ability to score runs or take wickets significantly contributes to the team’s success.

In Test cricket, a player’s rating points reflect their performance in matches and are calculated based on various factors such as runs scored, wickets taken, and the quality of opposition faced. A rating above 900 points signifies an exceptional level of performance and consistency over time.

Such ratings are rare and typically indicate that a player is among the elite in the game, often placing them among the best batsmen or bowlers in history. Players with ratings above 900 are usually recognised for making significant contributions in crucial matches while maintaining high averages against strong opposition.

The intention of this book is not to denigrate anyone’s achievements but to highlight those who have accomplished incredible feats throughout cricket history, individuals who may not be considered greats of the game by the modern generation.

The book will focus on players who achieved a No. 1 ranking or a rating above 900, as these players are generally regarded as outstanding talents.

The table below shows who was ranked as the No. 1 batsman the longest in relation to the number of matches they played, who maintained a 900+ rating the longest, and how long they were rated in the top 10 during their careers. These three categories showcase the best players throughout history, and the same applies to bowlers.
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