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When I was 7 years old, my grandmother asked me what I wanted to do when I grew up. The first thing that came to mind was a doctor, so I said it. The reality is, at that age, it's not like you know about a variety of occupations besides the basic ones. From 7 to 14 years old, I thought I wanted to be a doctor. My grandmother was a nurse, so she would give me things like a stethoscope and other things in doctors bags. She gave me different information on what doctors do and thought I probably wanted to be a pediatrician. When I was 14, reality hit me about how long you must be in school and all the work you must do to become a doctor and maintain being a doctor, and I realized that's not something I really want to do. So, I started looking into different occupations, trying to figure out what I wanted to do. I remember my 8th grade science teacher mentioning that being a boiler operator is a well-paying job, so I looked into that. I went to the library and got a couple books on occupations. Police photography was appealing, meteorologists were interesting, a baseball scout or GM was on my list, and a few other things.

It wasn't until I was 16 years old that I started to find passion for something and wanted to do it for a career. Broadcasting was really appealing to me, especially sports broadcasting. Going into my junior year of high school, when picking classes, I found out I could go to the school across town that had a student radio station, and I took broadcasting classes there half the school day. My senior year, I hosted my own morning show, and I was good at it. I knew that's what I wanted to do. I had scholarship opportunities for broadcasting school and took them. I think about how if I knew this at 7 and practiced play-by-play when I watched games and did other things, my skills would've really developed early. I've been in broadcasting doing different things, but I also realized in my early 20s that I want to take advantage of many opportunities in my life and do many things that are appealing to me. I don't have to work the same type of job for 30+ years. I've been a sports executive, an entrepreneur, a writer, and other things I wanted to try. I've had friends who became lawyers, then decided they would rather just talk about sports for a living. Sometimes in life, you have a plan, and those plans change. It's always nice to have options and learn about new things.

As a parent, I want my kids to know about the different options that are available to them. Don't just get stuck in a box of basic thoughts and go with the first thing that pops into your head, like a doctor or lawyer. There are so many interesting opportunities in the world, and you'll learn that whether you're young or old. I like doing trivia with my kids as a family activity where we have fun learning together about a variety of things. The trivia I do with them; I make into books so others can do it as well. So, this book might be a fun way to introduce different occupations and help people learn about new things. College is expensive, and student loans can hurt you financially for the rest of your life. It's important to be smart about your plans. In my opinion, if you're not necessarily passionate about something or really know what you want to do, make sure you have well thought out options and plans before digging yourself in a hole when it's possibly avoidable.

In 2022, throughout the year, I asked a question a day in the morning. At the end of the day, I wanted my daughters to tell me about something or someone they learned about with the occupations mentioned. As I always say, plant seeds so the knowledge grows.
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1- This person is responsible for curating the structure of server-side information.

(A)- Senior Backend Software Engineer

(B)- Cyber Security Analyst

(C)- Senior Frontend Software Engineer

(D)- Technology Risk/IT Audit Manager

2- This is someone who specializes in the study of reptiles and amphibians.

(A)- Embryologist

(B)- Conservationist

(C)- Mycologist

(D)- Herpetologist

3- They assist staff and other interested individuals and institutions in understanding NCAA Division legislation. Serves as a liaison to various committees and provides presentations.

(A)- Director of Academic and Membership Affairs

(B)- Coordinator of Championships and Alliances

(C)- Academic Athletic Eligibility Coordinator

(D)- Assistant Athletic Director for Compliance

4- In this job they need to ensure that all aircraft at an airport or airfield meet appropriate quality standards and safety requirements are ready for flight.

(A)- Aircraft Mechanic

(B)- Director of Aerospace Machining

(C)- Aeronautical Engineer

(D)- Maintenance Controller

5- According to FederalPay.org in 2021, the highest paid person in this position made $97,549.

(A)- Headstone Engraver

(B)- Mortician

(C)- Funeral Director

(D)- Cemetery Caretaker

6- They focus on policies related to the financial field, such as banking, international regulations, and monetary policies.

(A)- Secretary of State

(B)- Regional Political Director

(C)- Senior Economist

(D)- First Lord of the Treasury

7- In the state of Utah, they need to finish a board-certified training program with at least 1,600 hours. Pass a theory and practical exam to obtain a license to start this job.

(A)- Manicurist

(B)- Pedicurist

(C)- Massage Therapist

(D)- Cosmetologist

8- They perform chemical, biological, and microscopic analyses on evidence taken from crime scenes.

(A)- Pharmacologist

(B)- Cell biologist
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