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Detective Constable Mayra Beeweather is given a seemingly impossible case to solve. The statue of a long dead king has been vandalized in a local park, and the highest echelons of government are demanding the perpetrator is immediately caught, and tried for treason.

But the dead king is loathed by most of the population, making the suspect list nearly half of the town.

Against such odds, does Mayra have any hope in solving the mystery?

With her Big Bag of Infinite Cats, maybe she can!
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“Good morning, Chief,” I said entering Chief Constable Kyrill’s office. “You have a case for me, I understand?”

Fueled up on several cups of honeyed-tea, I was ready for a challenge. Nothing breaks up the boring monotony of retirement more than a crime which must be solved.

“Good morning, Detective Beeweather. Please, sit,” he said, looking grumpy. He was grumpy every morning, but today he looked more so than usual.

I sat on one of the uncomfortable chairs in front of his desk, and unslung my satchel, placing it on the other. The magical knitting bag within was never far from me. “Your telegram was marked urgent so I came immediately. What is it? Another robbery?”

“No, not a robbery.”

“Oh, a murder,” I said, trying to not sound to excited at the prospect. “I haven't tackled one of those in a while.”

“No, not a murder.” Kyrill shuffled papers on his desk, avoiding looking at me.

I began to worry. “Kidnapping?”

“No.”

“Extortion?”

“No, afraid not.”

“A disappearance! Yes, that must be it. Who is it now? A politician, or maybe a celebrity?” A disappearance was always a joyful puzzle to solve.

Kyrill cleared his throat. “Vandalism.”

“Beg pardon?”

He finally looked at me and frowned. “The case I have for you is vandalism.”

“Oh,” I said. I knew I sounded disappointed and, to be honest, I was simply to advanced in years to care that I did. “That wasn't quite what I expected when you urgently summoned for me.”

“Yes, well, it isn't your average vandalism, Detective. In fact, you are probably the only one who can give a proper go at it.”

“What do you mean?” I said, a little intrigued.

“It seems a statue has been... desecrated.”

“Desecrated? By pigeons?”

“Not funny. At least, it would be funny if weren’t for who the statue is of.”

I felt a hint of trepidation. “Who?”

“King Martin the XXI.”

“Oh.” My stomach sank, and all the honeyed-tea inside couldn't prevent my mood from souring. “Wait. I didn't know such a statue was here, in town.” Usually, the busts and statues of royalty were housed within semi-secured museums in the Capital. Especially of failed kings.

“Neither did I, but, apparently there is one of him in Gryphon Park, in the Hearts district.”

“There are statues?” I had no recollection of any statues there, but I was obviously mistaken.

“Yes, and an important one, as it happens. Important enough that the governor, himself, has demanded an investigation.”

The governor? Why in the world would he care about the vandalism of a forgotten statue of a disgraced king?

Kyrill saw the question etched in my expression. “We are in a time of war. And the act of desecration of an image of royalty is to be taken with the utmost seriousness.”

My stomach sank further, and my mood soured more. “Normally, a charge of vandalism carries a fine and hours of community service. But I suspect that isn't what the governor wants.”

“No, he says such an act, in this particular instance, should be considered treasonous in nature.”

I swallowed. The punishment for a treasonous act, any treason, was usually execution by firing squad.

As I pondered this dire revelation, I remembered what Kyrill said when I entered. “Why me? You said I was the only one for this case. Does it involve magic?”

Kyrill’s frown deepened as he handed me the case file. “You’ll know it when you see it.”
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The morning sun shone down as I drove out of the constabulary parking lot, and out onto the road, headed for the Hearts District.

My mind fretted over what I might find in the park. The last time I encountered any form of vandalism on a case were the engravings of a squid-god, worshipped by local zealots. One of whom had been the mayor. Former mayor, thanks to my efforts.

Would this be similar? I hoped not. Cults weren't something I felt like dealing with at the moment. Give me a simple effigy to have painted over. That I could stomach.

I arrived at Gryphon Park and parked my buggy. Getting out, I noticed families strolling along its pathways. Some played on the cut grass, kicking soccer balls or swinging badminton rackets.

A police buggy was parked further down the road, and I decided to walk over instead of driving. I needed all the exercise I could get.

From the buggy, I followed a path a short distance into a cluster of trees, until I came upon the scene of the crime.

A statue was located under a designated wooden gazebo. The morning sun couldn't penetrate the nearby treeline, so its details were cloaked in shadow.

As I approached, I saw Constable Warfinger putting yellow crime-scene tape around the gazebo’s perimeter.

“Good morning, Constable,” I said, walking over to her. “Got tired of filing, I see.”

Warfinger chuckled. “This most certainly beats being stuck in the office, I’ll admit.” She finished wrapping the tape around a tree.

“But the filing still awaits your return,” I teased.

She shook her head. “Not today. The Chief wants an around the clock guard, so I get the first watch. Should keep me away from filing at least ‘til tomorrow.”

I frowned. A twenty four hour guard? On a statue? The governor must have really given Kyrill the business. Diverting much needed constables to such a task was probably why the chief was so grumpy. It would stay that way until the case was solved, and I was stuck with the case. “When did the call for this come in?”

“Crack of dawn. The park manager rang up the constabulary all flustered, demanding we investigate what happened. When Sergeant Maginhart didn't deem it worth bothering the Chief about a bit of vandalism, the park manager had a fit and hung up. Not long after, the governor called, and got the Chief's ear right away. Then things started happening.”

I felt bad for Maginhart. The Sergeant Constable had been the front-desk officer for many years and was known for his calmness under duress. I doubted the governor rattled him at all, but I made a mental note to ask how it went. It was good professional form to look out for fellow officers. Especially the exceedingly handsome ones.
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