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      “Death Of A Doornail” was another of my tongue-in-cheek attempts at poking fun at the whole genre of murder mystery itself. At the time my mother was big fan of the author M.C. Beaton. Beaton had a series of books with the titles such as  “Death Of A Snob”, “Death Of A Cad” , so with a nod to Beaton, I wrote “Death Of A Doornail”.  Beside using the classic drawing room characters and the tired old drawing room plot, you know, where the eccentric millionaire gathers together family and friends at his estate for the weekend – I wanted to playfully turn the whole thing on it's head by bursting through the fourth wall. Inviting the audience into the process with a slight wink wink nudge nudge.
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      Death Of A Doornail by Lee Mueller,  directed by Lee Mueller, was presented by Judy Rethwisch and Affton CenterStage at the The White House in March and April of 1998 with the following cast:

      
        
        Narrator - John Kiske

        Audience Guy - Donald McDaniel

        Audience Guy’s Wife - Jeanne Remelius

        Edward Doornale- Steve Nealon

        Pricilla Doornale- Denise O’Connell

        Candace Bambay - Tracy Agne Murphy

        Mortimer - Eric Meyer

        Mrs. Morganford- Joyce DeClue

        Salvator Carbone - Chris Pratt

        Abigail Doornale - Tina Marie Ramsey

        Inspector Bukowski  - Randy Manning

        Albert Doornale - Himself
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      NARRATOR: Host of the Mystery.  Just wants the evening to go smoothly and for everyone in the audience to enjoy the play. 

      AUDIENCE GUY: Thought he was going to a “Free Form Karaoke” evening but has ended up at the Murder Mystery. 

      AUDIENCE GUY’S WIFE:  Tries somewhat to keep her husband under control in public when she can get him to go out.

      EDWARD (THE NEPHEW):  Typical “Poindexter” type of character you would see wearing a school blazer, bow tie and round horn-rimmed glasses.

      PRICILLA: Daughter of Albert Doornale.  Born with a silver spoon in her mouth, spoiled rich girl.  Accustomed to having everything done for her and having her way.

      CANDACE BAMBAY: Current Girlfriend of Albert Doornale. Very naive in the ways of the wealthy. Only sense of social culture has probably been learned in bowling alleys, beauty parlors and bars.

      MORTIMER: Typical English style butler. Very dry and unemotional in appearance.

      MRS. MORGANFORD: The bored and bitter cook. Carries around a butcher’s knife just in case she needs to cut something.

      SALVATOR CARBONE: Albert’s childhood friend from back East. As where Albert made a fortune and became rich, Sal’s money was earned on the streets with the other Wise Guys.

      ABIGAIL DOORNALE: Ex-wife of Albert.  Loved being rich and established and hates not being rich and established.

      INSPECTOR BUKOWSKI: A police inspector who is eager for a big case to fall in his lap.

      ALBERT DOORNALE: Eccentric Millionaire who has invited guests to his mansion. 

      Setting: Typical Drawing Room of a wealthy estate
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      NARRATOR (enters)  Good evening ladies and gentlemen.  Welcome to this evening’s  Murder Mystery. I will be your host and.. well, not a “host” per se, I’m not going to be serving you “finger sandwiches” and such. Refills on your coffee or helping you find your car keys in the sofa cushions, no, I will be hosting tonight’s Mystery production. And this is indeed a production. Not like those goofy ‘Mystery Party Games’ that are all the rage right now. “Pin the tail on the Perpetrator” and “O.J. Jenga”   Tonight, we throw the "non-traditional angst" away and bring back the "classical" style. We're going to kick it, "old school". The good old "Drawing Room murders" of Agatha Christie, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and...  Nancy Grace. You know, the great ‘nail-biting‘, ‘edge of your seat,’ plot-twisting stories that.. that..            

      AUDIENCE GUY:  Hey! Hang on a minute! I thought this was Free Form Karaoke Night here!! What’s all this jazz about a Mystery?

      NARRATOR  Pardon me?

      AUDIENCE GUY:  What happened to Karaoke Night?!!  I paid ( )   I thought I was gunna get to sing Mack The Knife!

      NARRATOR:  Uh..no sir. We're not having Karaoke here tonight, you probably want (name of local place bar etc.. that has karaoke) .

      AUDIENCE GUY'S WIFE:  I told you this was the wrong place Stanley! I told you to stop and ask for directions! But would you listen? No! "I know where I'm going, Bernice! This is the Place Bernice!"  Well, this ain't the place Stanley! 

      AUDIENCE GUY:  Well what place is this? What are you people doing?

      NARRATOR:  A Murder Mystery sir.

      AUDIENCE GUY:  Murder Mystery?

      AUDIENCE GUY'S WIFE:  He already said that Stanley! He explained the whole thing already, weren't you listening?

      AUDIENCE GUY:  I thought he was getting finger sandwiches and coffee.

      AUDIENCE GUY'S WIFE:  No Stanley, he’s the host of the murder mystery.

      AUDIENCE GUY: Mystery host. Is this one of them parties where I have to wear a goofy name tag.

      AUDIENCE GUY’S WIFE: No Stanley. It ain’t like that. This is different. Weren't you listening? They're doing Julie Christie this year.

      AUDIENCE GUY:  Ya mean I can't sing?

      AUDIENCE GUY'S WIFE:  I don't think so Stanley. Not unless it's a Musical. Is it a musical?

      NARRATOR:  No, ma’am.

      AUDIENCE GUY'S WIFE:  It ain't a musical Stanley!

      AUDIENCE GUY:  No singin?

      AUDIENCE GUY'S WIFE:  No singin Stanley. No music. Just mystery.

      AUDIENCE GUY:  Well, I might watch part of it. But if I seen it before, I'm leaving. If I pay ( ) I wanna sing Karaoke!

      AUDIENCE GUY'S WIFE:  O.K. Stanley. That's fine. Go ahead with your speech mister, we'll stay for a bit.

      NARRATOR:  Uh.. O.K. Thank you. (beat) Where was I?

      AUDIENCE GUY'S WIFE:  Something about "biting the edge of your seat" .

      NARRATOR:  Oh yes! Traditional Value Murder Mystery! (clears throat)  Yes! The classic English Drawing room, the home of Albert Doornale. Rich, eccentric tycoon. In this home we will find Mortimer, the traditional English butler,  ( Mortimer enters ) Edward, the loyal intellectual nephew on holiday from boarding school,  (Edward  enters)  Pricilla, Albert's lovely and if somewhat shallow daughter, (she enters) Abigail Doornale, the bitter ex-wife of Albert,(she enters )Candace Bambay, the young and attractive ‘new’ girlfriend of Albert, (enters)

      Salvator Carbone, the long-ago childhood friend and current business partner of Albert, (enters)

      And of course the housekeeper, Mrs. Morganford (enters)  The classic characters in a classic mystery! What will happen? Who will die? What evil deeds will occur?  What twists will we find? How will these...

      AUDIENCE GUY:  All right all ready! Just start the stupid thing so we can find out!

      NARRATOR:  ..yes! O.K. Good idea! (turns to cast -nods with head -they all run off) All righty then. Here we go. Act one of Death Of a Doornail! It's early one evening, one rainy day in March and.. (exits )

        [SOUND-  Crack of thunder -rain-fade]        

      EDWARD: (enters calling out) Uncle Albert? (crosses) Uncle Albert?! (beat) Uncle Albert!

      PRICILLA: (off stage) Edward!!?

      EDWARD:  Uncle Albert?

      PRICILLA: (off) Edward!!

      EDWARD:   Uncle Albert? (looks about on floor)

      PRICILLA: EDWARD! (enters ) Why are you yelling in here

      EDWARD:  I'm looking for Uncle Albert.

      PRICILLA:  I can hear that! Half of the town can hear that.

      EDWARD:  Well if you can hear that, Dear Pricilla,  then why did you inquire?

      PRICILLA: I asked why you were yelling?

      EDWARD:  I merely raised my voice in order to elicit a response from Uncle Albert. I can't locate him.  It's time for him to eat.

      PRICILLA:  I should think he can feed himself if he's hungry!

      EDWARD: But I was ...

      PRICILLA: (cutting him off ) He's probably getting ready for tonight anyway. Most of the family's going to be here for his so-called "announcement".

      EDWARD:  But Pricilla, I was..

      PRICILLA:  You know what his "announcement" is, don't you?

      EDWARD:  Uh.. No, I was unaware of any forthcoming announcement.

      PRICILLA:  Well, there has to be. Daddy doesn't call everyone together unless he's going to announce something. He's even invited mother to be here tonight! They haven't spoken to one another in years!

      EDWARD:  So you've deduced this all based upon evidence of some "invitation"?

      PRICILLA:  Why don't you speak English Edward, you know I didn't study Latin.

      EDWARD:  It wasn't Latin Pricilla, it was English.

      PRICILLA:  How are you with Italian?

      EDWARD:  Mensa -mensa.  Why do you ask?

      PRICILLA:  That smarmy Mr. Carbone's supposed to be here tonight as well. You know, daddy's old friend that looks like he walked out of some gangster movie.

      EDWARD:  Enlighten me, cousin. Why are all these people gathering?

      PRICILLA:  Why? WHY?!  I'll tell you why!!! 

      EDWARD:  (beat) Very well, tell me why?

      PRICILLA:  I'm not really sure. I mean, daddy is always having lavish parties and great get-togethers. But this time, it feels different.

      EDWARD:  How different does it feel?

      PRICILLA:  I don't know... something in the air. Like... cheap perfume.

      EDWARD:  Excuse me?

      PRICILLA:  Oh you know what I mean! Everything's different since mother and father had their demise and daddy began gallivanting around with that...that... that..

      EDWARD:  That?

      PRICILLA:  ...that. that...that...

      EDWARD:  “That” what?

      PRICILLA:  What?

      EDWARD:  What “that”?

      PRICILLA:  What are you talking about?

      EDWARD:  What are you talking about? You were saying, "he began gallivanting around with  that...that.."

      PRICILLA:  That woman! Candy or Bambi or Bimbo or whatever her name is!  

      EDWARD:  I see! You mean, the source of the cheap perfume?

      PRICILLA:  Yes! What a horrible excuse for a... a.... a...

      EDWARD: A.. what?

      PRICILLA:  What?

      EDWARD:  Once again you didn't complete your sentence.

      PRICILLA:  I did too! I always finish my sentences! I carry them through to the...  the... 

      EDWARD:  ...End?

      PRICILLA:  What?

      EDWARD:  Nothing.

      CANDACE : (off stage) You-who?! Anyone home?

      PRICILLA:  Oh no!   There she is now! I swear if daddy announces his engagement to her tonight, I'll absolutely die!

      EDWARD:  Candace is a pleasant lady. Perhaps, culturally challenged, but pleasant.

      PRICILLA: You only say that because she'll be your step-Aunt, but she'll be my step-Mother!

      EDWARD:  Oh I see. You're afraid she won't let you go to the ball. She’ll make you stay home and scrub the floors.

      CANDACE :  (off) You-who? Albert?! Where are you?  

      PRICILLA:  (cross L) Quick Edward, go head her off! 

      EDWARD:  Cut her head off?!

      PRICILLA:  No! Head her off! Stop her! I can’t bear to deal with her right now! Her personality gives me indigestion and I'm all out of Tums. Just go and... and... and...(trails off)

      EDWARD:  And?

      PRICILLA:  And.. and...
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