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SCENE: Use Ikot Ebio (Ofot). A Kingdom in Ibibio tribe of Nigeria
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ACT 1 SCENE 1
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(Use Ikot Ebio, in Ofot; a kingdom in Uyo LGA; Akwa Ibom State) (One evening Epeyong the town crier is approaching Ufed, gong in hand)

Town crier: Ofot Isohon! Use Ofot Isohon! Ofot kingdom e si o nkpo! 

Crowd: (covering their mouth with their hands to made a noise) Uh!!!!!

Town crier: It is said that “The giant African rat does not run helter-skelter in broad day light without a cause” (he hits his gong) our late Obong Umana left to meet his ancestors two great market days ago; and as tradition demands; his death must not be noised about until two great market days after and this is the second great market day been ‘Udua Itam’ and so he is officially announced dead 

Crowd: (wails) Abasi nbok! (Oh my god) So it is true!

Town Crier: (continues) now let parrot mouths wag. For had they; times ago, their mouth would have been turned backward by Ukana Ofot, the great god of Use Ofot kingdom who moves about in the sea with his wife ‘Awa Itam’ of Itam kingdom. As its tradition that Use Ofot throne must not be empty for four great market days; all the inhabitant of this kingdom should go and pray to Ukana Ofot Awa Itam to choose a new king, a better king and a destined king of Use Ofot kingdom.  Have I spoken well?

Crowd: Iyah! 

Town Crier: (Hits his gong) turns to another wing and repeat the same till he completes the north, south, east and west wings



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


ACT 2 SCENE 1
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(Ofot market day, Aderetaha) (In Abia-Ibok Ekandem’s shrine, blood of fowl and feathers spills and scatters all within, graven image of Ukana Ofot awa Itam sits on a molten stool, same image drawn on the wall, a strange mirror hangs to the extreme corner of the shrine. The shrine look clean and well arranged with white linen use as carpet and curtains to signify the purity of the deities) (Abia ibok and Obong Ufuk Etup sits) (Abia Ibok ties a white linen as wrapper leaving his upper body bare)

Obong Ufok Etup (Edem’s Father): The greatest Abia Ibok of Use Ofot kingdom, please tell me that what I heard is not true

Abia-Ibok: (Rubs his long white beard that nearly touches the ground) I believe you have heard many things my good friend; which are you talking about?
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