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For decades, Africa has suffered from both foreign invasion and influence as well as under autocratic regimes of its own rulers. For centuries, Africa suffered enslavement through which her resources, material and human were mercilessly plundered and exploited to enrich foreign thieves. These resources built up empires in Europe and the Americas, enhanced the industrial revolution and funded two world wars. The appetites of these thieves led to colonization. After the so-called independence, most African governments, directly or by proxy, fell under the tutelage of former colonizers, often unwillingly. Later, they were forced to align with either side during the Western-capitalist versus Eastern-socialist icy period of the cold war, both of which sides were interested in the wanton exploitation of Africa’s resources in one way or another. This has little changed a hundred years after the First World War during which Africans properly became involved in the affairs of the rest of the world.  Over the unbelievable hundred and thirty-seven years during which foreign powers have competed to cannibalize Africa, the continent has continued to be a rudderless, directionless victim of greed. Literary writers – both African and foreign - have tried to diagnose – or misdiagnose, depending on your perspective - and prescribe remedies for the continent, the latter often with egocentric motives which make Africa’s problems even worse. African writers have either misdiagnosed her problems or been bought off to teach in the colonizer’s universities when it appears they are close to hitting the mark about Africa’s real problem – the continued cannibalization of her resources by one greedy ‘donor’ after another. 
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