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	Day 1

 

 

Commit Yourself to the Lord

 

 

As this new spiritual year begins, commit yourself to the Lord. Dedicate your time to Him. Make a real effort to not only read this devotional every day but also to study it. Take the time to pray about what you read. Get out your Bible and find the referenced verses. Then read a few verses before and after the verse referenced so you can gain an understanding of the context. Yes, this is only a five-minute devotional. However, I pray that you will spend more than five minutes of your day with the Lord. Let this book influence you. Allow yourself to sit there and think about what you have read. Crack open your Bible, and dig into the Scripture. Pray and talk to God about what you read. Then, most importantly, get out there and Do. Apply what you read to your daily life. I assure you, if you allow God to work in your life. Allow Him to use this book combined with the Bible and prayer. Ask Him to show you what you need to do. If you do that, give Him 100 percent. You will live a blessed life. It may not always be easy, but you will be of the Lord. 

 

 

 


Day 2

 

 

Be Hot

 

 

Jesus doesn’t want followers who follow on and off. He wants wholehearted followers. Jesus wants those who do everything in the Lord. Your spiritual life must be 24/7. Not only when you go to church! You must pray, read the Bible, spend time with the Lord, fellowship with others, and be on fire for Christ. You must be hot. If you are a believer and are not hot, then you can only be lukewarm. Unbelievers are cold since they have nothing in them. Therefore, if you are not living in the Word, you are lukewarm. In Revelations 3:16, Jesus says, So because you are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, I am about to spit you out of my mouth. What does that mean? It’s real simple. It means that if you are not 100 percent living in Christ, Jesus will spit you out of His mouth. He won’t accept it. You need to be committed. Not partially committed. You must be all there. After all, do you like your food and drinks lukewarm? Most people don’t, and you are created in the image of God. Therefore, neither does He. So be hot, be on fire, and dedicate your whole being to living for God. Seek Him, and ask what you can do for Him, not only today but every day.

 

 

 


Day 3

 

 

Ask God for the Right Things

 

 

When you talk to God, it is good to bring your concerns to Him. He is your Father and wants to hear from you. He loves you more than you will ever know. You must understand that everything comes from God and that you cannot have anything without first asking Him. It is only after you ask that you will receive. Matthew 7:7 says, Ask and you will receive. God will give you what you ask for, provided you are asking for the right things. You must be sincere and true. You cannot be asking for something that will be used for your pleasure. It must be something of the Lord. James 4:3 says that when you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. This means that you need to be asking for godly things. For example: instead of asking for more money, ask God to help you be satisfied with the money you have. Be grateful. Instead of asking God to help you get a promotion, ask God to help you receive the characteristics necessary for being promoted. Then it is up to you and your willingness to develop those characteristics. Go ahead, ask God now.

 

 

 


Day 4

 

 

Commit to the Lord

 

 

Proverbs 16:3 says, Commit to the Lord, and your plans will succeed. If you are committed to God, then you are with Him and He is in you. Committing to the Lord means that you have surrendered full control to God. You have given your life to Christ and are now living according to His Word. In doing this, and by living in this manner, your plans are sure to succeed. This is, of course, because if you are truly committed to Him, then your plans will be one and the same with God’s plans. You will desire what God desires. You will know what to do because you are spending time with God in prayer and in His Word. If you dedicate your plans to the Lord and seek His counsel in all you do, then you will know exactly what to do. You will be doing God’s work. If you seek His counsel before taking on an endeavor, then you will know whether or not that endeavor will work out and be worthwhile. Commit your plans to the Lord, seek His counsel, be patient, and when the time comes, your plans will succeed because they are in line with God’s plans for you.

 

 

 


Day 5

 

 

Resist the Devil

 

 

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you (James 4:7). Think about that verse for a moment or two. Now, understand how powerful this verse is and how valuable the instruction can be in your life. Within this great verse, there are three simple points. Two of them are instructions and the third is a promise. First, you must submit yourself to God. That means you must totally surrender. Give God full control of everything in your life. Seek Him in all you do. Once you have done this, you will be able to follow the second instruction. That is, resist the devil. You cannot do this alone. The devil is a powerful being, and you must not underestimate him. The devil will beat you if you are alone. Therefore, you must submit to God, for God is far more powerful than the devil. Only with God will you be able to resist the devil. Now, for the promise. Think about this great fact. The devil will flee from you. How great is that! Once you have God on your side, once you submit to Him. You will be able to resist the devil. Then, once the devil sees that you have submitted yourself to God, and God is fighting for you, he will flee from you because he knows that he is no match for God. 

 

 

 


Day 6

 

 

Trials Build Endurance

 

 

Long ago, one of the world’s great leaders said, “Do not lament misfortune. Instead, rejoice that you are the sort of man who can undergo misfortune without letting it upset you.” That leader was Marcus Aurelius. However, even longer ago, a greater leader said, Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance (James 1:2-3). What does this mean for you? It means that you must rejoice in everything that is going wrong. If you are sick, praise the Lord. If you are having problems with technology, thank God. You must persevere. Seek the Lord during your hardships, and He will see you through them. The devil is testing your faith and trying to break you. Seek God and allow Him to fight for you. If you stay in there and endure the hardship, your faith will be increased. You will learn to rely on God and will do so more often. Consider it pure joy! The testing of your faith develops perseverance. That means that in the future, you will be better equipped to handle any similar situations should they occur. 

 

 

 


Day 7

 

 

Everything Is Meaningless

 

 

“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless” (Ecclesiastes 1:2). The wisest man on earth, King Solomon, wrote those words. Solomon is teaching you a very important lesson. He is passing on some of his great wisdom to you, and it is up to you to decide what to do with it. Everything, everything, is meaningless. Of course, he is referring to everything on earth. I have seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind (Ecclesiastes 1:14). You need to remember that the only important thing in life is God. Everything else is merely chasing after the wind. Focus on God, and everything else will follow. Don’t get overly worked up about things that happen here on earth. Remember, it is all temporary and you will soon be living with God in heaven. Therefore, make it your life’s ambition to live a godly life, to be like He who made you, and to lead others to Christ so that they may live with you in heaven. Let your meaning and purpose come from God, not from the things of this world. 

 

 

 


Day 8

 

 

Always Under Attack

 

 

You are a Christian. Therefore, you are on the side of Christ. You are with God. That makes you an enemy of the devil (1 Peter 5:8). As a result, the devil is going to attack you. He won’t waste his time attacking non-believers. He already has their souls. He is going to focus his efforts on attacking you and trying to get you to turn from Christ. But not even the devil can take you from God (John 10:28). You are going to be under constant attack and are the center of a large battle of spiritual warfare that you cannot even begin to comprehend. Think of poor Job and the battle that he was part of. He had no idea. Yet he stood his ground and brought great glory to God. Be inspired to do the same. No matter what is going on in your life, take heart! Be uplifted and encouraged to know that you have the chance to glorify God in your suffering. Every time you defeat one of Satan’s temptations, you are closer to becoming holy. Eventually, he will run out of ways to tempt you. Then you will have won, you will be truly holy.

 

 

 


Day 9

 

 

God Has You Right Where He Wants You

 

 

Remember that as a Christian, you are committed to following God’s plan for your life. You are allowing Him to be in complete control of everything. Therefore, wherever you are right now, whatever you may be doing, it is exactly where you are supposed to be. Yes, you may feel like you are not living out your purpose. You may be impatient and waiting for the next thing. You may believe you are ready to do something more. However, you may not be ready. God loves you too much to simply throw you into something that you are not ready to handle. It may seem like a waste of time to you, like you are sitting idle, but you are learning. God is teaching you to be patient. You are learning wisdom and learning not to be hasty when getting into something. Communicate with God instead of wondering what you are doing or why you are doing it. Ask God to help you find the meaning in what you are doing. Believe me, there is meaning. If there wasn’t, you wouldn’t be there. Trust God, He knows what’s best for you. Ask Him to help you see the situation through His eyes.

 

 

 


Day 10

 

 

In Everything, Serve the Lord

 

 

God wants followers who are dedicated to Him. You have to be committed. This is a mindset that you need to develop. It definitely won’t be easy, but nothing good is ever easy. You must work at it. Every day, all day long, whatever you do, you must believe that you are working for the Lord. If you go about your day with the mentality that you are working for God, then you will be more apt to do what is right and less likely to sin. Your frame of mind will be to serve your master, and if sinning disobeys your master, then you will try not to do it out of servitude to Him. Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters (Colossians 3:23). If you believe you are working for God, then some of the painstaking chores may seem less tiresome and dull. Your main goal in life should be to serve the Lord. Do your work with the attitude that He is the only person you have to impress. If you work to please Him, you will also please whomever you are working for here on earth. 

 

 

 


Day 11

 

 

Give in Secret

 

 

In the first part of Matthew 6, there are great instructions on how you are to give to the poor. You are not to announce your giving or to tell others about it (Matthew 6:2). This is something that is between you and God. Your reward will not be from other people, so don’t even tell them. The Lord knows exactly what you are giving. Matthew 6:3-4 says, But when giving to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. This means tell no one. Do not even let your left hand know what your right hand is doing! Your giving must be done in secret, or you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. This means you must be humble. It’s okay if someone sees you, but don’t make a spectacle of it. Perform your giving, and if praised by someone, simply be polite and move on. The point is not to intentionally solicit attention and praise for your giving. 

 

 

 


Day 12

 

 

We Are Born Sheep

 

 

All throughout the Bible, God’s people are referred to as His sheep (Psalm 100:3). There is no question that you are a sheep in His pasture and the Lord is your shepherd. In addition to that, though, the Lord is also a sheep, as He is referred to as the Lamb of God. However, that reference was only used to illustrate Jesus as being a sacrifice for the sins of the world. For your sins. But let’s take a look at what sheep do. Statistically, they are one of the most helpless and stupid creatures. Sheep can literally drown themselves drinking out of a stream because the reflections in the water distract them. Sheep don’t travel, they aren’t adventurous, and they pretty much stay in one place and depend on someone all the time. A shepherd. That is the only way in which you need to be like a sheep. You must fully depend on God in everything you do. He must be your shepherd. He must be the one to help you through all your problems. You are a sheep and cannot do it alone. Trust in God because He is your shepherd. 

 

 

 


Day 13

 

 

God Wants Wolves

 

 

Yesterday you read that you need to be a sheep in the sense that you must be fully dependent upon God for everything you do. That is the only characteristic of being a sheep you should have. Here is why: God wants wolves. Jesus came to the earth and traveled around spreading the gospel. He recruited people to help Him with this great feat. What kind of people do you think He recruited? Passive sheep? No. He recruited the fishermen and tax collectors. He recruited wolves. God wants you to be on fire for Him. He wants you to be out in the world hunting for unbelievers and lost souls. You need to track them down and show them the Word of God. God wants wolves. Get out there and share the good news and do not be afraid. Sheep are afraid to venture out of their comfort zone. They are always scared. Even the sound of the leaves blowing frightens them. Be a wolf, unafraid to spread the gospel. Jesus was a wolf. He was out every day sharing the good news. Hunting for lost souls, devouring demons, and fighting the spiritual battle. God calls us to be like Jesus. Get out there and be God’s wolf.

 

 

 


Day 14

 

 

You Want to Hear God’s Voice

 

 

As you go through your spiritual walk with the Lord, you encounter different things every day that trouble you. Oftentimes you cry out to the Lord asking Him to tell you what to do. You want to hear His voice. You want Him to guide you. That is great. He will guide you. However, you must be in a place where you can hear His voice. Picture this: you can’t talk to a friend of yours in another state if you don’t call them, right? In the same way, you must call on God. That means you need to be in His Word. That is where you will hear His voice (Romans 10:17). Now, it won’t be an audible voice like in the movies. It’ll be more of a voice in your heart. You need to be in His Word, and while you are reading, God will lift things off the page that will stick with you. He’ll show you what you need to hear. He will reveal to you the right thing to do. Read God’s Word. It is so important, yet only one-fourth of Christians do so. And all of them want God to tell them what to do. It’s as simple as this: If you want to hear God’s voice, read God’s Word every day.

 

 

 


Day 15

 

 

In Everything, WWJD

 

 

Most people know and understand the acronym WWJD, yet very few people make it a reality. The two popular translations are “What would Jesus do” and “Walk with Jesus daily.” You already know that you need to spend time with Jesus every day. You need to be reading the Bible and spending time in prayer every day. Today, what you need to realize is that in everything you do, you must first ask yourself what would Jesus do. Especially when you deal with things in the heat of the moment. When you become angry or upset, and you feel like retaliating against someone or getting even, ask yourself, “What would Jesus do?” Sometimes it may be easier to ask yourself if what you are about to do is something that Jesus would do. If Jesus wouldn’t do it, then you shouldn’t do it either. When you ask yourself this, the yes answer must be instant and readily apparent for you to do it. If you have to justify your action, then chances are Jesus wouldn’t do what you are about to do. Would Jesus give to the poor? Yes. The answer is blatantly obvious. Would Jesus do something bad for a good cause? That’s a gray area. Then most likely the answer is no. In your life, only do the things Jesus would do. In everything, ask WWJD.

 

 

 


Day 16

 

 

Always Pray

 

 

You are a child of God, and He is your Heavenly Father. Therefore, He is your parent. There is no question that God loves you. After all, He sent His only son to die for you. It is pretty reasonable to say that God is the greatest, most loving, parent of them all. He is a good parent, a good father. Now ask yourself this: What good parent would not want to hear from their child? None. All good parents love to hear from their kids. They want to know everything about what their kids are doing. Good parents understand that kids don’t want to tell them everything, and that’s okay. But when their children do talk, they are delighted to listen. The difference is, God listens each and every time His children talk to Him. You are a child of God, and He loves it when you talk to Him. How do you talk to God? You pray. Not only at mealtimes and before bed. You should be talking to God all day long. It doesn’t matter what about. Talk to Him about anything and everything. Don’t worry about a right and a wrong way to pray. He is your Father who loves you. Talk to Him as if you were speaking to your best friend. 

 

 

 


Day 17

 

 

Forgive to Be Forgiven

 

 

For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins (Matthew 6:14-15). Wow. Consider what this verse is saying. If you forgive other people, then God will forgive you of your sins. However, if you fail to forgive other people, and hold a grudge against them, then God will not forgive you. This is some pretty heavy stuff. God wants you to go to Him with a clean heart. If you are holding a grudge or grasping tightly to some pent-up anger toward someone, then you are only hurting yourself. All that anger isn’t hurting the person you are angry with. You need to let it go. Forgive them as Christ forgave you. Basically, if you refuse to forgive other people, even if it’s only one person, then you are cursing yourself against God. You are not allowing God to forgive you. However, if you open up your heart, and let that anger go by forgiving, then God will forgive you. God sent His only son to die for you. Don’t squander that by refusing to forgive. Forgive others, and then ask God for His forgiveness.

 

 

 


Day 18

 

 

God Will Understand

 

 

Here is a very comforting notion. God will always understand. Read that sentence again. It says that God will always understand. That means that God will understand no matter what. There is nothing you can do that will puzzle God. If you do something wrong, He understands. God gets it. He knows. So don’t worry. After all, if God didn’t understand, then God wouldn’t be God. Therefore, no matter what you do or what you’ve done, God will always understand. Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but one who is quick-tempered displays folly (Proverbs 14:29). God is slow to anger. He is very patient and will continue to be patient with you for all eternity. What does that verse say? Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding. God is slow to anger and therefore has great understanding. The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love (Psalm 103:8). God will always love you and will always understand no matter what. He may not approve of your actions, but He understands. You are the one who needs to understand and seek forgiveness if you have done something wrong. 

 

 

 


Day 19

 

 

Let Your Joy Come from the Lord

 

 

As a Christian, no matter what happens in your life, you should be rejoicing. Good things, bad things, anything, rejoice. You see, if you are becoming upset or sad, then you are looking for joy in the wrong places. If you are sad or downhearted, then you must be sad about something. Let me say that again: something. Some-thing caused you to be downhearted. The Bible says to focus on heavenly things, not on earthly things (Colossians 3:2). If you focus on earthly things, you will be disappointed because they will eventually be destroyed (Matthew 6:19-20). Focus on heavenly things so you will be satisfied. Let your joy come from things above, not from here on earth. Rely on God to make you happy. Allow Him to provide you with the earthly things, and then find joy in the fact that God has blessed you. Not in the thing itself. When you begin to see your earthly things as blessings from God, then it is easier to be happy because God is always there. Your joy will never go away. 

 

 

 

 


Day 20

 

 

Things Above

 

 

Forget about the world and the things of the world. You must focus on God and the things above. The Bible is full of scriptures telling you to set your heart on things above. First John 2:15 says, Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. That means that if you love the things in the world, then the love of God is not in you. So if you love any material thing. The love of God is not in you. Now, this doesn’t mean that God doesn’t love you. It means that you do not love God. You love something else, some worldly thing. Instead, you need to love God. You cannot love both (Matthew 6:24). James 4:4b says, friendship with the world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. You must forget about your worldly things. They all come from God anyway. Focus on God and realize that everything you have is a blessing from Him. When you do this, it will be much easier for you to let things come and go in your life.

 

 

 


Day 21

 

 

Don’t Tell God

 

 

God loves it when you talk to Him and ask Him to provide the things in your life. God not only loves to hear from you, He wants to hear from you. God wants you to bring all your concerns to Him. There are numerous verses that tell you to bring everything to God (1 Peter 5:7, Psalm 55:22). What God doesn’t want is for you to tell Him what you want Him to do. It is great to pray to God and ask Him for things. But He isn’t going to give you something that will hurt you. He loves you too much for that. God has a plan for your life, and if you ask for something that is outside of that plan, you are not going to get it. You don’t know all the details of that plan. Therefore, when you ask God, instead of asking Him for specific things, ask Him for generalities. Ask God to grant you characteristics and traits. Ask Him to give you qualities and spiritual growth. Ask for His guidance and His will to be done. Ask Him to reveal that to you so that you know what to ask for. When you ask God for heavenly things such as these, you will have much more satisfaction than if you ask Him for earthly things. Remember, Solomon asked God for wisdom (1 Kings 3:9), look how things turned out for him.

 

 

 


Day 22

 

 

Listen to God

 

 

Take time to listen to God. Allow God to speak to you. Mainly God will speak to you while you are reading His Word. However, sometimes He will guide you with thoughts and ideas. Therefore, you need to dedicate some time for Him. A great time to do this is after you have spent some time reading the Scriptures. That way you are already in the right frame of mind. During this time, you need to be quiet. Have no distractions. You must have a clear mind and focus only on God. Close your eyes, pray, and then wait. Don’t let anything enter your head. Ask God to enter your mind. This will be very difficult at first but stick with it. Give yourself ten minutes a day to sit in silence after reading God’s Word. Meditate on it, pray, and then be quiet (Joshua 1:8). You must be quiet because when you are talking or reading, you can’t be listening. You may be able to listen a little, but God doesn’t want a little of your attention. He wants all of it. Give it to Him. Spend ten minutes a day in silence, and after a while, ten minutes will hardly seem like enough. 

 

 

 


Day 23

 

 

All Sins Are Equal

 

 

All sins are equal in the sense that all sins will separate you from God (Romans 3:23). Whether you tell a white lie or commit a murder, it is still a sin. And in the eyes of God, you have separated yourself from Him, and you need Jesus to bridge that gap. It is humans who give these different sins earthly rankings. Now, God does say that some sins are worse than others, such as sexual immorality (1 Corinthians 6:18) and blasphemy (Matthew 12:31). Here on earth, people think that it is okay to lie occasionally, many people use the Lord’s name in vain, and several people have sex before marriage and think that recreational sex is a good and healthy thing. Yet these are all sins to God, and the penalty for sin is death (Romans 6:23). No matter what society says, God still says they are sins. So be careful what you do and what you are seen doing. Be careful where you go, because if you are in attendance somewhere, you are a supporter of that event. If that event is sinful in nature, then you are participating in supporting that sin. 

 

 

 


Day 24

 

 

Tithing to Test God

 

 

You’ve probably been taught not to test God. Growing up you might have learned of the time when Jesus was tempted and He quoted scripture to the devil to beat the temptations. One of these scriptures was Matthew 4:7, which says, Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” This scripture was used in reference to an Old Testament passage from Deuteronomy 6:16, which says, Do not put the LORD your God to the test as you did at Massah. Both of these show the importance of respecting God’s authority and not testing Him. However, in one action, you are permitted to test God. In fact, He commands it. “Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it” (Malachi 3:10). Therefore, you are asked directly by God to test Him by bringing your whole tithe to the storehouse. Bring a tenth of your income to your local church and give it back to God; He tells you what will happen if you do this. What are you waiting for?

 

 

 


Day 25

 

 

God Plans in Detail

 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11). God knows everything that is going to happen to you. He has it all planned, down to the tiniest detail. The Lord is a very detail-oriented person. He wouldn’t leave anything to chance. Every single thing is a part of God’s plan. No matter what happens in your life, it is part of God’s plan for you. This may be hard to accept, particularly if you have led a rough life, but understand that God is always in control. Trials, loss, sickness, persecution—it is all part of His plan to guide and shape you into the person He wants you to be. Think about it. Without the specific sets of experience you have, you would be a different person. Let’s use loss as an example. If someone loses a parent, they grow up differently than if they had not lost the parent. They have different ways of thinking and experiences. God used that loss to shape them into the person He wanted them to be. So no matter what has happened in your life. God knows it, and it is all part of His extremely detailed plan. Nothing is left to chance.

 

 

 


Day 26

 

 

Better Than Birds

 

 

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your Heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? (Matthew 6:26). Answer that question. Are you more valuable than birds? Hopefully, you answered yes very quickly to that question because you are much more valuable than birds. In fact, you are part of the most valuable species in the eyes of God. Christ died for you. Not for any other animal, but for you. Now take a look outside and watch the birds. See them fly around. Do any of them look like they are starving or don’t have a home? No. They all have food, and they build their nests. Even the big birds, like hawks, find food eventually. God provides everything those birds need because they allow Him to do so. Sure, they have to work at it; hawks have to be patient waiting for their prey. Robins have to be persistent and diligent when building their nests. They all have to use the same qualities that God wants you to use. If you be patient, persistent, diligent, and willing to work, then God will provide everything you need.

 

 

 


Day 27

 

 

Rein Your Tongue

 

 

As a Christian, you need to be especially careful of the things you say. You need to remember to be a great example and witness to others. If they see you talking behind someone’s back, then they are going to be misled by your actions and will be more apt to think gossip is an okay action. Misleading others down a sinful path is a sin in and of itself. Not to mention the sin of gossip. Therefore, you have sinned twice. You want to be like Jesus and sin less. Therefore, mind your tongue. Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless (James 1:26). James is telling you that if you call yourself a Christian and are spreading gossip or rumors, then you are fooling yourself. You are not a Christian; your religion is worthless because you don’t follow it. Be who you claim to be. Be like Christ and follow the examples He set forth. Let others see your example and follow it. Therefore, keep a tight rein on your tongue and lead others with a good example, exactly like Jesus.

 

 

 


Day 28

 

 

Why God Allows Satan to Torment You

 

 

Several times throughout the Bible, God has allowed Satan or his demons to bring pain. In 1 Kings 22, God asked who would entice King Ahab to his death. Then He allowed a spirit to do so. In the New Testament, Jesus told Peter that Satan has asked, and received permission, to sift him like wheat (Luke 22:31). God also allowed the persecution of His people in Jerusalem (Gospels). Why did God allow these things? Because His people were not following Him. Ahab didn’t follow God, so God allowed a spirit to entice him to his death (1 Kings 22:20). Peter became proud and arrogant, believing he could tell Jesus what to do (Matthew 16:22-23). God allowed the persecution of Jerusalem because they didn’t listen to Him. Instead of going out and sharing the gospel, they all stayed comfortably in Jerusalem. The bottom line is this: God allows persecution for your benefit. If you are being tormented, seek the Lord and find out if He is trying to teach you something or correct some error you may be making. God is behind everything in your life. His grace is all you need, and His power shines in your weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9).

 

 

 


Day 29

 

 

You’ll Not Know God’s Reasons

 

 

You should never ask God why He is doing something. To do so is to question God, and questioning God displays doubt, mistrust, and disobedience. You must completely trust in God, and that includes trusting in what He is doing in your life. You ask God to make you more like Him. Then the instant He starts to do something in your life that will help you in your maturity, you ask, “Why, God, are you doing this to me? Why are you making things so tough?” Remember your prayer. You want to be more like Him. Trouble may help that happen. In 2 Corinthians 12, Paul speaks of visions that God gave him. These visions were of God’s plan. Paul was then given a thorn in his flesh to keep him from becoming proud. Paul pleaded with the Lord to take his pain away, but God wouldn’t do it. Later Paul learned that in his weakness, he is strong in the Lord because he must rely on God (2 Corinthians 12:10). Therefore, God doesn’t tell you why He does something, because if you knew, then you would become proud. So instead of questioning God, trust in Him with all your heart.

 

 

 


Day 30

 

 

No One Can Snatch You from God

 

 

God is more powerful than anything else. Once you have aligned yourself with Him, nothing can take you away. Consider the story of Job. Satan questions God about His people, and God tells Satan there is no one like Job. Satan questions God, he doubts God. Therefore, God allows Satan to do what he wishes to Job, within reason. This was basically a contest between God and Satan, and Job had no idea what was really going on. So why did this happen? God was proving to Satan, and to the readers of the book of Job, that once you have dedicated yourself to the Lord, nothing can take you from God (John 10:28-29). So remember that no matter what happens in your life, nothing can take you away from God. He will always be there with you and see you through whatever happens. God is always in charge. Job didn’t know the reason for any of his troubles. However, he understood that God was in charge and that God would bring him through whatever troubles came upon him. Trust in God like Job trusted in God. Show that kind of faith and devotion, and nothing will be able to sway you from God. Nothing will snatch you out of His hand.

 

 

 


Day 31

 

 

Satan Lives on Earth

 

 

Many people believe that when Satan rebelled against God that God sent him out of heaven and into hell. However, this is not what the Bible says. The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him (Revelation 2:9). That means that Satan lives here on earth. The devil and his demons are here living with you. They are constantly trying to get a foothold in your life. They want you to sin against God and are always presenting you with opportunities to do so. That is why it is very important for you to call on God and pray. He and His angels are stronger than the devil and his demons. And if they are with you, then you are also stronger than the devil. Know that the devil lives here, and understand that you are in the middle of a great spiritual battle between good and evil. How you react will determine who receives the glory. Follow God and resist the devil. Give Him your glory, and He will bless you.

 

 

 


Day 32

 

 

Demons Are Everywhere

 

 

Demons and spiritual warfare are a significant part of the Bible. In fact, the integrity of the Bible rests on the fact that demons are real. In the New Testament alone, demons are mentioned sixty-one times. The casting out of demons and freeing people from demonic power is a central part of the ministry of Christ (Matthew 8:16). Every time Christ healed someone and cured his or her ailment, He was casting out a demon or freeing that person from demonic power. You need to realize and accept that demons are here on earth and your battle is against them. Paul says, For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world, and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (Ephesians 6:12). Understand that your struggle is against the spiritual forces of evil. Demons. You are called to be like Jesus. That doesn’t mean that you can cast out all demons. However, it means that you can recognize demons and pray that God helps whomever they effect. Accept that many of the problems that people have could be the manifestation of a demon, and pray for them.

 

 

 


Day 33

 

 

One Father in Heaven

 

 

And do not call anyone on earth “father,” for you have one Father, and He is in heaven (Matthew 23:9). It doesn’t get much more specific than that. Those are the direct words of Jesus telling you not to call anyone on earth father. Now, you can call your dad father. This verse is referring to father spiritually, not parentally. One major religion may come to your mind when you read this verse. Catholicism. Catholics refer to their priests and pastors as father. To call someone father goes against the words of Jesus. Therefore, it is a sin. So why do they do this? Perhaps they don’t know. They have been taught to do so by the higher-ups in the Catholic Church. They have been conditioned to follow religious practices, and errors such as these don’t even occur to them. Therefore, it is your duty to assist them in correcting their wrongdoing by showing them the Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16). You must help them in this. Do so by pointing out their practice and showing them the Bible verse. Don’t condemn or judge, but assist them. Bring them back to the truth (James 5:19-20). Christ calls you to do so.

 

 

 


Day 34

 

 

Only God Can Forgive Sins

 

 

The Bible is very clear that only God has the ability to forgive sins. Now you can forgive people when they sin against you. However, you are not really forgiving the sins, you are forgiving the person. It is up to God to forgive the sins. Mark 2:7 says, “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” Those who said this didn’t understand that Jesus was indeed God. However, it is clear that God alone can forgive sins. John 20:23 says, If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven. Jesus said this to His disciples, as they had the Holy Spirit breathed into them by Christ. They had many abilities that regular humans don’t have and were able to forgive sins. You, or anyone else, are not. Therefore, bring all your sins to the Lord. Confess them and ask for His forgiveness. If you have wronged someone, then seek that person’s forgiveness as well. Ask them to forgive you, not your sin. Don’t go to a priest, as they do not have the ability to forgive your sins. Go to God.

 

 

 


Day 35

 

 

God Will Always Love You

 

 

Remember the story of the prodigal son? This is a great parable in Luke 15 that tells of a boy who ran off and squandered all that his father had given him. He later returned, and his father was so happy that he threw him a party. In this parable, the son who ran away represents you, and all humans on earth. The father represents God, our Heavenly Father. The point of this parable is to remind you that no matter what you have done, or what anyone has done, God will always take you back. He is your Father. Ask yourself this: if you are a parent, and your child ran off and squandered their wealth then came running back to you, would you take them back? You would if you love them. In the same way, God, our Father, loves you and will always take you back. Go to God now. No matter what, know that God will always accept you. Use this knowledge and tell others that no matter what they have done, God is their Father and He loves them and wants to have a personal relationship with them. All they have to do is ask.

 

 

 


Day 36

 

 

Power of Jesus’s Name

 

 

Understand the power of the name of Jesus. Jesus is God and is, therefore, the most powerful being in the universe. Use His name when you are in trouble and need help. Call on Him. Have you ever gone somewhere because someone told you to do so? Then you said to the person, “So-and-so sent me,” and all of a sudden, they were more helpful and open to you. That is because you used a name. You used something that they recognized and it had power. If an ordinary human’s name was able to open a door for you here on earth, think of what the Lord’s name can do for you. James 2:19 says, You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. Use the power of Jesus when in spiritual warfare, and they will shudder. Command evil to flee in the name of Jesus, and it will be done for you. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son (John 14:13). Jesus is telling you that whatever you ask in His name will be done for you. But you have to believe. 

 

 

 


Day 37

 

 

Accept You Are a Sinner

 

 

You need to accept the fact that you are a sinner, and as a sinner, you are separated from God. Your sins, and the sins of other people, are equal in the eyes of God. They are equal in the fact that no matter the sin, they all separate you from God and sentence you to death. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23). You must rely on the grace of God to save you from your sin. Know that Jesus Christ came to earth and died for you. He was the sacrifice for your sins. He was your lamb, and His blood was shed for you. If you accept that, then you have the amazing ability to be with God for eternity. That is the best thing that could ever happen to you. The greatest gift of all is the gift of Jesus Christ. Get out and share this gift with everyone you know. After all, when you receive a great gift, don’t you go out and tell your friends? Why then wouldn’t you tell everyone about the greatest gift of all? Go out and share your gift.
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