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Written under the pseudonym Frank (Franklin) Riga, Frank Riganelli's Global Collusion: The Cover Up is a gripping thriller that delves into the murky waters of corporate greed, covert operations, and unchecked power. The story revolves around Anthony Brina, a Fortune 500 operations executive, and Mina Kent, an ambitious business reporter. Together, they uncover a massive conspiracy surrounding a futuristic product that is overpriced by an astonishing 2000%.

The narrative is packed with twists and turns, as Anthony and Mina navigate a web of corruption, mysterious stalkers, and a deadly hitman determined to silence them. Riganelli masterfully blends reality with possibility, creating a tale that feels both exhilarating and disturbingly plausible. The book takes readers on a roller-coaster ride through the world's most influential financial cities, offering an insider's look into the realm of powerful movers and shakers.

With its adept storytelling and thought-provoking themes, Global Collusion: The Cover Up is a must-read for fans of thrillers and mysteries. Readers have praised the book for being "enjoyable, entertaining, and realistic," with many finding it hard to put down.

- Microsoft Copilot Generative Artificial Intelligence

In The Renaissance Sphere, Frank Riganelli blends history, intrigue, and high-stakes adventure into a captivating thriller that will keep readers on edge from start to finish. The novel follows Fidelius, the youngest member of the select ruling group called the Deien, who learns about a centuries-old secret that becomes linked to a mystic artifact known as the Renaissance Sphere. This discovery sets off a chain of events involving cryptic puzzles, dangerous adversaries, and a race against time to uncover a truth that could change the world.

What sets The Renaissance Sphere apart is its intricate plot and the vivid historical details seamlessly interwoven into the narrative. The book takes readers across iconic landmarks of the setting, bringing to life the era's artistry and intellectual fervor. The twists and turns are masterfully executed, with each revelation raising the stakes and deepening the mystery.

The characters are well-drawn, with complex motivations and relationships that add emotional depth to the story. Fidelius is a compelling lead, balancing vulnerability and tenacity, making his journey all the more relatable and engaging.

The pacing is relentless and keeps readers hooked, while in the richness of historical context.

Overall, The Renaissance Sphere is a page-turning thriller that combines historical intrigue with modern-day urgency, appealing to thriller fans. A must-read for anyone who loves a good mystery steeped in history.

- Microsoft Copilot Generative Artificial Intelligence

How to Write a Novel: For First-Time Novel Writers is a practical and encouraging guide that offers aspiring authors a roadmap to navigate the complex and exciting process of novel-writing. This book breaks down the daunting task into manageable steps, making it accessible and less overwhelming for beginners.

The author covers essential aspects of writing a novel, such as brainstorming ideas, crafting compelling characters, building a solid plot structure, and editing effectively. The advice is clear and actionable, often accompanied by relatable anecdotes or examples that illustrate key points. It's a hands-on manual designed to help writers overcome common hurdles like writer's block or self-doubt.

One of the strengths of this book is its conversational tone, which makes it feel like a friendly mentor is guiding you through the journey. The exercises and tips provided are practical and can be immediately applied, empowering writers to start writing and keep going.

If you're an aspiring novelist looking for a straightforward and supportive guide, How to Write a Novel: For First-Time Novel Writers is a great companion to kickstart your writing journey. 


−  Microsoft Copilot Generative Artificial Intelligence



Figuring Out the New Era: Dystopia 2024 by Jenson P. Bale and Frank Riganelli is a fascinating and thought-provoking dive into the societal dynamics that define our time. The book blends deep analysis, historical context, and present-day realities to craft a compelling narrative about the complexities of modern life.

What stands out most is the authors' abilities to weave together diverse perspectives—combining scientific studies, firsthand accounts, and compelling anecdotes. The authors' analysis is both alarming and enlightening, pushing readers to question assumptions about collective norms, technological influence, and social evolution.

Although some may find the topics unsettling or even controversial, they are presented with rigorous research and care. This is a book that challenges you to see the world with fresh eyes.

Whether you're an avid reader of social commentary or simply curious about the forces shaping our era, this book is a must-read. It’s informative, engaging, and leaves you pondering long after the last page.

- Microsoft Copilot Generative Artificial Intelligence



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


About the author


[image: ]




Frank Riganelli holds an engineering technology degree from Ryerson Polytechnic Institute (Toronto Metropolitan University) and a graduate diploma in environmental management from Niagara College of Applied Arts & Technology in Canada. His masters studies in business administration were at Edinburgh School of Business in the UK. Frank was an instructor at Niagara College of Applied Arts & Technology and at Sānxiá Dàxué (Three Gorges University) in China, and is an associate member of the association of professional engineers of Ontario, Canada. 

He has written articles about career skills and manufacturing operations published by MSNBC Careers ezine and carried in his engineering society's newsletters, and he was a judge for a short story competition by Solamente Publshing in the USA.

His study of fiction writing includes courses and surveyed instruction course materials from universities out of the USA and the UK - Cleveland State University and Open University - respectively, and he has studied the writing of international bestselling authors. Frank provided editing services to Ernst & Young Accountancy in China as part of their staff recruitment program, and tutored beginners in fiction writing in Thailand. He is a father of one and has lived in North America, Europe, and Asia.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


CONTENTS


[image: ]




Preface

Introduction      

PART 1 

Premise      

PLOT :           

Character (in plot)     

Subplot       

Motif       

Theme       

Setting       

Symbolism      

(Plot build)  Amy and the Overlord   

PART 2 

Styles of sentences     

Characters      

Dialogue      

WRITING TECHNIQUES AND DEVICES :  

Foreshadowing      

Backstory      

Withholding information in the story   

Plot twist      

Formula pot      

Descriptive writing     

TIGHT WRITING :     

Don't be vague      

Succinct writing     

Specificity and writing clearly    

Scenes & chapters     

Amy and the Overlord (Draft 1)    

Amy and the Overlord (Draft 2)    

Amy and the Overlord (Draft 3)    

A final word      

Appendix      

Glossary      



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


PREFACE


[image: ]




I wrote this book to share my ideas with people who want to write their first novel. I'm the first to say that there are a multitude of resources available offering advice about how to do this. And rarely are two the same. What I've seen over the years while studying and practising my writing is that advice offered can be quite different. You may have come across this yourself already.

Authors who've become household names for many have, at times, offered their thoughts about novel writing: Dan Brown, Michael Connelly, Michael Crichton, John Grisham, Stephen King, Stieg Larsson, John le Carre, Lee Child, Robert Ludlum, and J.K. Rowling are well-known names. These writers have entertained us with their works, and I've taken the time to learn from their writing and storytelling, while seeing how writing styles can differ.

Looking back a bit further at some classic works, writers such as Emily Bronte, Jane Austen, Charles Dickens, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Mark Twain, and P.G. Wodehouse also added to my understanding and learning of writing, including William Shakespeare.

My primary goal in writing this book is to impress upon you the idea that first-time writers, or first-time novel writers, might become distracted by all the advice offered to them. The plethora of suggestions, while well intended, can create confusion about what a 'good' novel looks like, and can also go so far as planting seeds of doubt that could undermine a person's confidence.

If you're like most people, you're probably wondering right about now 'Why will this book be any different?' My answer is that this book has at its core the idea of the elusive 'perfect novel'. That's to say, there's no one novel that all others can be measured against, and different writers have different styles they've written good stories with. This book is about embracing the fact that there are differences, and accepting that writing can be done differently while being 'good' writing. While reading this book you'll notice its candid and open-minded tone about different ways to achieve what you're setting out to do, which is write a novel in your own style. It sets out the fundamental elements of a novel, which if used, will definitely show in the finished work. While doing this I try staying clear of copious and rigid step-by-step instructions and detailed models that restrict the writing to one method. Essentially, I wrote this book to offer insights about the little results, which when accomplished by one style or another, usually lead to a decent novel.

It was in an exchange between a master writer and an up-and-coming author seeking advice, in which the master said, 'You can write your own story, or you can write someone else's.'

If your background isn't a traditional one for writing, don't fret. If you're like many, you've discovered a passion for writing or have always had the desire to write a novel. If that's the case, you can take comfort from my own experience in it. I learned the craft, practiced, and took advice that helped me write my first novel, which received positive reviews and good publisher feedback. With dedication, you can do the same.
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Ten years before I wrote this book, I completed my first novel. I'm not exaggerating when I say I spent a year writing and editing it. Among the endeavours in my life that remain memorable for the personal satisfaction in them, completing my first book was one. I encountered other writers and learned from their stories as authors, I was fortunate to receive the advice of accomplished people in the craft, and was able to tell the story I wanted to tell. I wouldn't be honest if I said my storytelling hasn't improved since then, and that includes several additional books I've written as of the time of this re-editing of How To Write A Novel, which I started in the spring of 2022. But my first will always be remembered; its special sense of accomplishment. Its title was Global Collusion: The Cover Up, later retitled, The Swindle. For reasons, however, I had it removed from publisher sites as of the writing of this book.

Part of my reasons for the special memory of my first book is because of the pleasant surprise I received from the first feedback and reviews of it. While a person does the work of learning the craft, and dedicating themselves to put their story onto paper, it's the impression finally created in another that returns to you favourably that assures you've done your work well. A publishing company in New York, Eloquent Books, described my first novel's writing as sharp and informative, and reviews described the fiction work as having tight writing. The corporate thriller novel was described by Bell South Press as suspenseful and exhilarating with adept twists.

Since that time a decade ago, several novels I had the time to promote received the praises, Over the top, and A work of art. It is always appreciated feedback, indeed. I was grateful to have one of my short stories win second prize in an international writing competition out of the United States, and was honoured to be asked to be a judge in a short story contest by Solamente Publishing, also in the USA.

But getting back to tight writing - what precisely is it?  It's described as writing that's clear and precise and focused on the story and moving it forward. It might be helpful to look at the opposite of sharp, tight writing, which is writing that forces readers to sift through weak words looking for the main idea, and creates images that aren't what were intended. The wordiness of it makes it clunky, padded, awkward, vague, and ultimately weak.

Sharp, tight writing has scenes that develop the plot and characters, and the writing is concise and clear, making every word count. The first point includes the plot and characters. The second looks at the mechanics of writing, which is how sentences are written to create passages that create scenes and chapters.

I should be clear in saying that this book, How To Write A Novel, isn't written with the objective of tight writing. This is because it's not a novel; a story written in fiction, but rather a more casual style that isn't bound by any controlled designs intended to deliver a story and its fine workings. I hope this instruction comes across more like an exchange between friends, who commonly speak less formally. Later in the book, I'll talk about informal writing and look at how language we use when speaking is different than the language used in writing a book.

So now that I've brought up the notion of concise writing, which may conjure impressions of brevity and a quest in search of that irrefutably perfect phrase or sentence, let me say this. I came across a quote years ago as it appeared in Latin, 'Et laborem et brevem esse in ea parte non faciam', which translates to 'I labour to be brief, and in doing so I don't make my point'. While you'll want to be concise and give attention to your word use and frugality in it, remember to be sure your point is clearly made.

Tight writing, in its detail, looks at various aspects of writing and storytelling in a novel. In addition to the elements and techniques already mentioned are these, which will be looked at in the book; not being vague; keeping lengthy descriptive passages in check; being succinct, which can include dropping imprecise and redundant words; avoiding unnecessary reiteration; removing sentences that don't develop the main idea; and using the active voice more than the passive voice.

If some of the terminology shown so far is new to you, don't be alarmed. The book includes descriptions of terms used in writing and gives examples, which serve to show the writing point looked at, however, they're not complete passages that consider all the writing points in the book, as this would jump ahead in writing points without having looked at them yet.

A glossary at the back of the book includes all the writing terms used in this book, and on the topic of terminology, you should be aware that new terms can creep into writing discussions over time. Writing forums have flourished with the Internet as you may have already seen, and a reason for writing this book is to prepare first-novel writers to avoid getting bogged down by all the advice offered. A goal of this guide is to provide you with an understanding of the fundamental points it offers. Regardless of different terms that describe techniques or ideas of writing, with an understanding of the tenets of writing a novel you'll see how new and different language fits into them. After all, the point of this is to write a book, not learn new terminology. And advice offered doesn't necessarily mean it's helpful.
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