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INTRODUCTION

The spectrum of Man's consciousness is vast. We are faintly becoming aware that there are states of awareness on this planet as high above those of `average' man as his are above that of a domesticated animal, and that every man has the potential within him to embrace such elevated states. The attainment of them forms part of what is called Esoteric Sciences.

The growing acceptance of Esoteric Astrology parallels the growth of Man's mind. His increasing awareness embraces not only new viewpoints as to the structure of the universe about him, but also new concepts about his own place in the order of things. The expanded mind of nineteenth century man would no longer accept Genesis or the current teachings that placed Man's origin in time as being 4,000 B.C. Darwinism and the discoveries of Gregor Mendel concerning inheritance of characteristics altered all that.

The best way to appreciate Esoteric Astrology is to see it as an integral part of Ancient Wisdom. The totality of the Wisdom of the Ages brought into being such giant projects as the Great Pyramid of Giza, which was already old 50,000 years ago—an edifice which was but one of many which expressed outwardly the Inner Mysteries which were unveiled only to the privileged few in each developing civilisation.

To the enlightened, our universe is seen as an immense cosmic Entity, a sentient Being in Whom man but lives and moves and has his being. No less is the tiniest atom a sentient point within the consciousness of the Cosmic Logos.* When we speak of a planet, a fixed star, a galaxy and even greater units, we are referring in Esoteric Astrology to vast celestial Beings whose consciousnesses flood us all constantly, benignly or malevolently according to the various factors present.

* See The Jewel in the Lotus by Dr. Douglas M. Baker.

Astronomy is the study of the anatomy of the universe . . . a Cosmic Entity. The giant radio and visual telescopes plot the structures of His parts. Astrology, on the other hand, deals with the effects that the anatomical parts of the celestial Beings have on each other. Astrology is therefore concerned with the physiology of the universe. Orthodox astrology is concerned with the physiological effects of celestial structures upon that tiny, short-lived group of ‘cells’ in the body of the Cosmic entity which we call Humanity. Esoteric Astrology tries to understand the interaction of great cosmic entities with each other and studies the long-term effects which their interplay has upon the human race and its home, the planet Earth.
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Esoteric Astrology is more concerned with the indwelling Life of a form rather than its personality, and with whether the form expresses the life’s purpose rather than with its aggrandisement or analysis. The working out of cosmic laws, like the Law of Karma and Rebirth and the Law of Synthesis, are deemed of more import for they fashion the destiny of the sum-total of Man rather than a fragment of him, such as the manifesting personality of one little life within the great immortal Life of a human monad. Esoteric Astrology is concerned with the personality only from the point of view of bringing it into alignment with the Soul, the Higher Self and its purpose.

Esoteric Astrology intimately incorporates Esoteric Psychology, which differs from orthodox psychology (though not existential psychology) in recognising a third factor as part of the totality of Man. Non-esoteric psychology considers Man’s behaviour to result from the interplay between the genetically acquired equipment with which he is born and the environment into which he is thrust. Esoteric psychology says that Man possesses a higher nature—an eternal, immortal and enduring part of him. Spiritual integrity depends on the extent to which the personality is aware of and interacting with its indwelling spiritual Nature.

HOW ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY DIFFERS FROM ORTHODOX ASTROLOGY

Man is a magnetic field at all levels—physically, etherically, astrally, mentally, etc. He lives within the magnetic field of the earth, as he has done for centuries. Dividing the earth’s magnetism into twelve segments in relation to ourselves, we have the twelve houses relevant to the science of astrology. Moving through these houses, 24 hours a day, in each day, are the huge magnetic fields impressed on us by the Fixed Stars and those constellations of stars known as the Zodiac, the influences of which are tremendous. Then there are also the magnetic fields of the planets within our own solar system which reach us mainly through our inner bodies and aura, and they change in relation to each other and to us every day.
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When these fields affect our personalities through the lower three (the physical, the astral and the mental), we call this Orthodox or Exoteric Astrology. However, when these forces reach us through our souls (and their action may be spread over many lives), we call this Esoteric Astrology—the astrology of the Soul. Thus, Esoteric Astrology is concerned with:


	
The Soul’s progress and its opportunity to express itself in this particular life.



	
Factors which affect the personality from within and from previous lives, through the mechanism of the Law of Cause and Effect or Karma.



	
The unfoldment of the egoic lotus, for the Soul of man is said to be likened by the Masters of the Wisdom to an unfolding lotus of three tiers of petals.





The drawing next depicts the origin of The Seven Rays, arising as they do from the seven stars of The Great Bear (sometimes called The Plough). They are the outward manifestation of the seven Head Centres of “The One About Whom Naught May Be Said.” He is using the great Sun Sirius, known as the Dog-Star, the Star of Mercury and the Star of the Buddha, to focus the light of the Seven Rays (of Logoic Mind), as symbolised by the mirror, onto the Sign of Aquarius and the planet Earth . . .

From the point of Light within the Mind of God
Let light stream forth into the minds of men.
Let light descend on Earth.
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GRAND MAN OF THE HEAVENS
HE POINTS (THE FINGER OF GOD) AT THE NEW AGE, AND ENERGY FOLLOWS THOUGHT.



Beneath his beard (concealed by the Wisdom of the Ages) lies the secret of The Pleiades, worn as a seven-starred necklace overlying His Throat Centre.

Our Sun lies over His Heart Centre and radiates out its note of Love-Wisdom . . .

From the point of Love within the Heart of God
Let Love stream forth into the hearts of men.
May Christ return to Earth.

The symbol of Earth lies directly in the two streams of energy and contains at its centre the Sign of Christos.

The Finger of God has not quite drawn the full Sign of Aquarius, implying that the Age is not yet fully manifest.
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“Nothing exists nor happens in the visible sky that is not sensed in some hidden moment by the faculties of Earth and Nature.”

—Kepler in his De Siella Nova


“I am certain that the celestial bodies have in them certain influences besides heat and light.”

—Francis Bacon

“Whatever is born or done this moment of time has the qualities of this moment of time.”

—Carl G. Jung

“It almost seems as though we are moving through a series of scientific fantasies to a proof of ancient beliefs.”

—Sir Bernard Lovell
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THE VIRGO IN US


Four students of the sacred science of Astrology have contributed to this article. One of them is born in the sign of Virgo. It is important to remember that no one is entirely free from Virgoan influence and that one need not be born in the Sign in order to be powerfully influenced by it.


SECTION ONE 

by Kenneth and Heather Shipman.


IN THE HOME



The location of the home should be a quiet cull-de-sac where carefully chosen friends can call. People living in cull-de-sacs don’t become too friendly, because they realise that over-familiarity can be embarrassing for everyone.



Such a location is ideal for a contemplative life; and he does not like moving house often. The home itself will be furnished in a traditional rather than a modem manner for the Virgoan has a great respect for the past which is why they so often excel as historians and biographers.


MONEY MATTERS


They tend to spend wisely and well. Haunted often by the extravagance they see around them, they fear the worst for the future, and so hoard for a ‘rainy day’. Liking exactitude, they keep accounts, and a diary of yearly expenditure.


DIET


... or the food they eat. Having a very sensitive smaller intestine, they watch and select the food they eat with great care. All finely ground foods are highly recommendable for the Virgoan. They like bridge rolls in preference to coarse brown bread. They prefer neat little iced cakes to large crude slices of fruit cake.



It is better for all Virgoans to eat moderately, than for them to indulge in one large meal each day. Rich and spicy foods can repel them; whereas a delicate meal of scrambled eggs, or eggs in almost every form, will bring out a gentle smile of quiet anticipation.


The neat English sandwich no doubt was first welcomed, and made popular, by the Virgos of this country. The over flowing exuberance of a Scandinavian open sandwich must surely seem an unnecessary, flamboyant, vulgar display of what should be neatly concealed, to the true Virgoan character.

CLOTHES


... or what they wear. Good quality cloth of a neat and unobtrusive design is ideal. Small checks or a fine stripe has great appeal to these introverted people. Understandably, they do not wish to shout aloud with their clothes, or to attract too much attention, for this would only attract the attention of others when they would prefer to be the observers rather than the observed. Swiss designed fabrics are ideal for the female Virgoan. Of excellent quality, made up into a modest style, nothing could be better.



These clothes endure for many years without becoming unfashionable. Colours preferred are all shades of gray and brown. ‘Virginal white’, especially for underwear, is always a first choice. Purity and cleanliness are so important to a Virgoan subject, the love of white linen is easily understood.


CAREERS


Accountancy, engineering, dietician, nursing, mathematician, historian, antique dealer, research worker are all notable Virgoan professions. All of these, and others, where a high standard of exactitude and professional conduct are required, can be successful for this Sign.


Most Virgoans work steadily and with great application at their chosen career. They give devoted service to their employer. They don’t expect to become millionaires, so they rarely do, but they enjoy living within the shadow of shining, great or titled personality.

This gives them greater sense of security. Modem industrial developments should also provide openings for the hard-working Virgo. Electronics, automation, machinery, computers, complicated forms of communications, plus the enormous business, of the motorcar. create endless openings for interesting careers.


All intricate machinery such as watches and cameras, can be improved upon by the talented Virgo.

Women can take up Market Research, work for advertising firms, or compile statistics for supermarkets and pharmaceutical firms. Intricate complicated work which might exasperate or annoy other Signs, is a worthwhile challenge to those people born between August 23rd and September 23rd.

LOVE LIFE

True love can often elude the Virgoan. Wanting perfection, because he or she is a perfectionist they look for the person of the opposite sex who has high standards, and someone they can put on a pedestal.

Not finding the perfect mate, they then withdraw from this competitive world, and this accounts for the high number of bachelors and spinsters to be found in this Sign.

They are a gentle, sensitive Sign; emotional scenes distress them, and frequently upset the digestive system for days at a time. Because of this, they proceed with caution in pursuit of the one they love, and so, often lose the object of their devotion to another who is outwardly more demonstrative, and who wines and dines them in a more fashionable venue.

FAULTS AND VIRTUES


Faults first . . . Over critical, paying too much attention to detail. Pessimism . . . always fearing that the worst will happen whether it be catching a train on time or failing to get a new job.



Virtues . . . Great diligence in all work undertaken. A high, personal, moral code. High principles and reliability.
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SECTION II 

by Dr. Douglas M. Baker


The Sixth house and the Sign of Virgo are the home of the hypochondriac. Hypo means below and the rest of the word refers to the cartilage of the rib cage. The expression derives from the ancient description of pains arising from the region just below the thorax in the front of the body, especially on the right where lie the gall-bladder and its duct, that very susceptible organ the duodenum, the pancreas, the right kidney and its ureter and parts of the colon.


Diseases arising from this region were legion before the advent of antibiotics. Even to this day diseases like Typhoid and Cholera are still ruled by Virgo as are all duodenal conditions as well as the pain of colic and colitis (as far as the descending colon).


I would also bring the pancreas under Virgo and incriminate the Sign in connection with those causes of diabetes which arise strictly in the insulin producing organ which is the pancreas.


Hypochondriasis is the name given to a condition in which the patient is ever complaining of being ill, mentally and emotionally, but usually at no higher level than the physical. They may or may not have good grounds for their complaints.


Even if they have, the condition is most often psychosomatic. Firm treatment of the hypochondriacal is called for before the pains they complain of are quickly converted into frankly hysterical symptoms.



Such conversion is easily provoked through the rulership of the highly mental planet Mercury. If you are recording the case history of their complaint(s), they will be able to give you every factor down to the minutest irrelevant detail. You must hear them out before you apply your reassurances or they will bear you sufficient grudge to put a barrier between them and your healing strength.



They often do the rounds of medical practitioner and thereafter accumulate hoards of remedies to fall back on when their ‘medical advisers’ fail to satisfy them. Basically it is the sympathy they are seeking and often, having ensnared the gullible sympathiser, they will turn the situation to one of gain, turning the willing helper into a veritable slave for the Sixth house is also the house of slavery, servants and hard work. It is no wonder that nursing is ruled by this sign.



The Virgo maiden often becomes ‘the maiden all forlorn’ often attractive in her plight and ever seeking champions.



Mercury when afflicted whilst prominent, especially in the Sixth house or in the Sign Virgo, may bring mental upsets ... the nervous breakdown, convulsions, paralysis. If related to Gemini, the condition may show as asthma (of unknown origin). Schizophrenia is a frequent psychiatric condition showing in any of a huge variety of ways (another characteristic of Mercury).
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Man is the receiver of energies that
originate from a more central point
of the galaxy.

‘The Seven Rays, the Constellations,

and the Planets of the Solar System
have their correspondences in Man

Some astrologers believe in a direct influence
or transmission of energy from a planet to its
equivalent human force-field. Others view
astrological phenomena as an acausal,
synchronous consequence of the Law of
Correspondences: AS ABOVE, SO BELOW.







