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Chapter One: The Curtain Rises
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Paris wrapped itself around me like silk and smoke.

We stepped from the car into the cool night air outside the Opéra Garnier, the stone facade aglow with gold light, statues frozen in poise above us. Inside, I could already hear the hum of elegance—the polite clink of champagne flutes, the hush of velvet gloves, the rustle of silk dresses brushing marble.
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