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Chapter 1

HOW TO REINFORCE
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Your Arabic skills

The 7 review tips and learning tools that will truly sharpen your Arabic Skills

––––––––
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1. Listen to native speaker speaking and emulate the phrase

One of the best ways to learn Arabic is to listen to native speakers over and over again until you understand what they are saying. With that being said, Books included with audios does help you to pick up pronunciation from a native speaker. It’s not surprising, then, that “Arabic shortcuts” offers a line-by-line transliteration and translation features that lets you listen and emulate every word and phrase. Words will benefit you, if you speak and practice daily. 

2. Practice voice over using voice-recording tool to emulate and improve your pronunciation

Listening to your own voice seems awful. No one likes to hear themselves recorded, but it is a great way to perfect your pronunciation! Record yourself and compare against a fluent speaker. If you sound different, repeat after the fluent speaker until your pronunciation matches the speaker’s phrase. Download Audacity, which is FREE, it has a great voice-recording feature that makes recording super easy. Never hesitate or be shy about your pronunciation again. Get hold of a headphone with a microphone. And practice emulating the Arabic speaker.

3. Emulate recorded conversations.

You need a strategy to learn Arabic. The latest technology with a range of mobile phone may do the trick. First read the book and grasp the meanings of phrases. Second, listen to the native speaker. Third; start recording your own voice. Repeat every line till you master the language. If you have a friend who is also learning Arabic, then it will be much fun to record your voices and play again. Create scenarios as if you are speaking to an Arabic person. You might even laugh at your voices, but having fun is a key to enjoying a fruitful journey of grasping Arabic language. 

4. Constant reviews

I had a Chinese student who wanted to learn Arabic language because he was deployed to Oman.  The course runs for 5 hours a day, included in the package are reading and writing Arabic script, not to mention practical speaking on a daily basis for just one month. I was surprised that he can speak Arabic well. The reason is he told me that when he reached home he will revise his Arabic for another 2 or 3 hours a day. THUMBS UP Mate! A diligent student who reviews and pick up words and phrases will definitely gain understanding of the language. The process is simple; you only need to save the audio files to your mobile phones and if it lacks memory, just add more memory. Or better yet use an Android Usb to plug and listen on the go. There is no excuse to your learning process. The more you listen, the more beneficial for you. Ah.. the same complain: “I am tired”. No compromise in your learning journey. Only the strong survive. 

5. Read with line-by-line notes.

Currently you use to read and write English. Hey! That’s easy, but the challenge becomes apparent if you started to read and write in Arabic. 

Every line in the book needs to be mastered. Observe and practice reading and write words to format sentences.  Remember, at the beginning nothing is easy, but via diligent you will master Arabic. 

Write every word in Arabic with the strokes. It can be a fatha, kasra or even domma. Of course, in terms of grammar there are rules. This book does not discuss grammar specifically but slowly at some of the units. 

Every time you read or speak. Your pronunciation will be intuitive as you start to understand some of the Arabic phrases. Construct words you format it into sentences and use it in your speech. 

6. Reinforce new words.

Write a composition in Arabic using your own phrase, however if you are stuck with words, just go to Google translate. But bear in mind, do not use Google translate to translate sentence. Use it for word-by-word translation. Before writing your own sentence, please ensure that you have mastered the spelling. It will benefit you as if you are writing a letter to someone, or to practice speaking. Try to write and use the phrases every day.

7. Think in the Arabic language

To learn Arabic or any foreign language is to think and speak using that language, without translating in your mind from English to Arabic. The Arabic phrase is sometimes said to be the opposite of the English phrase. Let’s assume I want to say: Mandarin Hotel, in Arabic the phrase will be Hotel and then the word Mandarin. Example: Funduq mandarin. When you see a sign board, do you know the meaning in Arabic? When you want to say a word in English, what’s the meaning in Arabic? Be creative. Write and paste new words on the wall where you seat on your laptop.  

8. Get an Arabic Tutor

No word can explain the tremendous benefit of a tutor to assist you speaking the right intonation and correcting your sentences. Go to our Website: Lets-360.com to enroll for a course and download a complete tutorial. Use the tools to benefit your learning discoveries. So, what do you think the price of the course? Well, a personal tutor one on one; is about 50 to 60 dollars and hour. Imagine 72 hours of complete level one. But some courses can be about 150 hours; this is a complete beginner course. At Lets-360.com you will be offered lesser price, and it means savings to you. If possible, get hold of our Arabic Shortcuts series, now in Amazon, kindle or google play. To learn is like investing your education, the more you read, the information you learnt will benefit you. Invest in some of our “Arabic shortcuts” books.  
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WHAT IS IN THIS BOOK
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This is volume three of the series “ARABIC SHORTCUTS”, the first release of the first and second level was successful. Mainly use by our college students. 

The topics in this series will be more challenging than the previous books. It covers areas to meet people in a meeting room, booking a conference hall. Discussion will be more interactive by asking opinions of students regarding topics. This methodology is to get students to think and speak up their minds on many issues facing our society. If student lacks vocabularies, just do some research, and try to use the words in your dialogues. It is advice that students read the Arabic phrase rather than using the transliteration

This book is equivalent to CERF B1
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UNIT 1

THE UNIVERSITY
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where minds start to grow
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1.1 PHRASE BUILDER



	Bilingual

	
ثُنَائِيْ الْلُغَة

Tsunaa-ey lugha


	۱




	Boarding school

	
مَدْرَسَة دَاخِلِيَّة

madrasa daakhiley-yaH


	۲




	University branch

	
فَرَع الْجَامِعَة

Fara’e jaami’eH


	۳




	variety of faculties

	
كُلِّيَـات مُتَنَوِّعَة

Kul-leyaat mutanaowe-‘eH


	٤




	Bursary

	
مِنْحَة 

minha


	٥




	Loan installment

	
تَقْسِيْط الْقَرَض

Taq-seeTh QaraDh


	٦





1.2 CULTURE 

I studied my degree course in Damascus, Syria. Imagine a building with primary, secondary, college, degree and master course at one place. It also has master & PHD courses due to the collaboration with Al-Azhar in Egypt and Libya. My university is Jamie Abu Nour, currently rename to Ahmad kaftaro. Students who studied came all the way from Asia, some Americans, Canadians and Russian students. 

Private schools teach foreigners who start learning Arabic from zero. Their first lesson is learning alphabets and basic Arabic. Some students from America are taking the course as an elective education curriculum and return home to apply their knowledge by writing thesis.  This is before the war that broke Syria a part. 

[image: image]
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1.3 LESSON 1: FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

Most Arabic nations start the first semester of school in September and school holidays in summer. 
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	Teacher:

	Today is your first day

	
الْيَوْم كَانَ أَوَّلَ يَوْم لَك بِالْجَامِعَةِ 

Al-yaum kaana aw-wal yaum laka bi jaame’eh





	
	Isn’t it

	
أَلَيْسَ كَذَلِك ؟

A laysa kadzaalek





	Zaid:

	Yes, That’s right

	
نَعَمْ صَحِيْح

Na’em Saheeh!





	Teacher:

	What’s your opinion about the university

	
مَا رَأْيُك عَنْ الْجَامِعَة؟

Ma ra’youk ‘en jaami’eH?





	Zaid:

	I found it good 

	
وَجَدْتُـهَا جَيِّدَة 

Wa jad-toHaa jay-yedah





	
	The university is huge and clean

	
الْجَامِعَة ضَخْمَة وَنَظِيْفَة.

Al-jaami’eh Dha-kh-ma wa naZeefa








––––––––
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1.3.1 EXPRESSION 




	
مُمْتِع

Mum-ti’e

enjoyable


	
	
الْفِيْلِم

Al-fee-lem

The film





	
	
	



	
صَعْبَة

So’e-baH

tough


	
	
الْبُطُوْلَة

Al-buThoola

The tournament








––––––––
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Practice by changing the underline words with new words above




	Teacher:

	What’s your opinion about the film

	
مَا رَأْيُك عَنْ الْفِيْلِم؟

Ma ra’youk ‘en jaami’eH





	Zaid:

	I found it good 

	
وَجَدْتُـهَا جَيِّدَة 

Wa jad-toHaa jay-yedaH








––––––––
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1.3.2 STRUCTURE AND USAGE

In the first sentence, you will notice the word (jaami’eH), this is a feminine noun, thus the second sentence has the possessive pronouns, (Haa) which refers to the feminine nouns (jaami’eH) and if a word is a masculine noun and you need to refer to it, thus you need to replace it with (Hu) and acts as a possessive pronoun. 

––––––––
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1.4 LESSON 2: TALK ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY




	Teacher:

	Talk about the university

	
تَحَدَّثْ عَنْ الْجَامِعَة

Tahad-dtsa ‘en jaami’eH 





	Zaid:

	The university comprise of

	
الْجَامِعَة تَشْمَل 

Al-jaami’eh tashmal





	Zaid:

	Approximately all areas 

	
جَمِيْع الْمَجَالَات تَقْرِيْبًا

Jamee’e majaalaat taq-reeban





	Teacher:

	Absolutely, there is a business faculty

	
بِالظَبْط، هُنَاك كُلِّيَّة التِّجَارَة

Bi Zab-Th, Humaak kuley-ya tejaaraH





	Zaid:

	Literature and tour

	
وَالْآدَاب وَالسِّيَاحَة

Wa adab, wa siyaaha





	Teacher:

	Hotels and fine arts

	
وَالْفَنَادِق وَالْفُنُوْن الْجَمِيْلَة

Wa fanaadiq wa funoon jameelaH








––––––––
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1.4.1 EXPRESSION

Change the underline words according to the list below. Remember that male gender form must synchronize with male verbs. (tash-mal change to yash-mal).




	
الْبَلَد

Al-balad

The country


	
	
الْعِيَادَة

Al-‘eyaadaH

The clinic





	
	
	



	
الْوَظِيْفَة

Al-waZeefaH

The job


	
	
الْمُسْتَشْفَى

Al-buThoola

The hospital








––––––––
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