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Praise for Sue Ward Drake’s novels


5 STARS! “A must read romantic suspense, emphasis on Romance!!!”

—Diana Mcc, Romance Junkies

5 STARS! Full of suspense! “The scene descriptions for the Greek Isles were terrific and I felt like I was there swimming in the Mediterranean waters. Highly recommend!”

—Bama Girl, Amazon

5 STARS! “… an engaging, exciting and entertaining novel of love, intrigue and family. [Sue Ward Drake] pulls you into the story on page one, with an edge of your seat thrill ride.”

—Dianamcc, reviewer, Romance Junkies

“Fast-paced suspense, a great romance, and a vivid setting”

—Jackie Ashenden, national bestselling author

“The premise is edgy; the romance is tender; the characters are colorful and energetic.”

—Sandy, The Reading Cafe

5 STARS! “Walking The Edge by Sue Ward Drake is a must read! You’ve got me with a New Orleans setting, then you steal my heart with a deaf character. These 4 brothers and their stories may be my newest faves for book boyfriends. I can’t wait to read this entire series.”

—Kay BRC, Authors on the Air Book Review Crew

5 STARS! “Wow I loved this book. I loved the sizzle between Cath and Mitch. Wow it wasn’t who I thought it was. I didn’t want this book to end so I read it slow… Hoping to read more in this series.”

—suewallace747, Amazon reader

5 STARS! “… an intriguing family of close brothers who run a bounty hunter business in New Orleans. Walking The Edge is Mitch’s story, a ranger… [He] and Cath Hurley…dodge nonstop danger and in the process they not only learn to work together, they learn to love and trust again. I enjoyed the book and look forward to stories for the brothers!”

—Lori Foster, New York Times and USAToday bestselling author

5 STARS! “One heck of an amazing read that is a non-stop bundle of suspense! The nail-biting storyline will keep you on edge with anticipation for making the perfect choice and a great HEA!

—Di, Amazon reader

5 STARS! “Sue Ward Drake has written another great book with interesting characters and a storyline with many twists and turns that keep you guessing until the end.”

—1020jst, Amazon reader

5 STARS! “This story started with an adventure that kept going.”

—Bec, Goodreads

5 STARS! “…very likeable and believable characters. Loved the New Or­leans…des­crip­tions.”

—Kerry, Goodreads

5+ STARS! The setting is New Orleans which I found to be fascinating. Sue Ward Drake takes great care in describing everything so the reader can transport into the story. The world-building for the suspense subplot is immense…Brilliant from start to finish, Casting the Dice is a romantic suspense you won’t soon forget. I look forward to the next book in the series

—N.N.Light’s Book Heaven


Join Sue’s Newsletter


and receive news of sales, freebies, and previews of future stories.

PLUS(!!) get a fast-paced thriller of a short story, Run If You Can:

https://suewarddrake.com/sign-up-for-my-newsletter

Remember to click on the confirmation email, otherwise I can’t send you anything.
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ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Without in any way limiting the author’s (and publisher’s) exclusive rights under copyright, any use of this publication to “train” generative artificial intelligence (AI) technologies to generate text is expressly prohibited.

This ebook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. Except as permitted under the U.S. Copyright Act of 1976, no part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval system without the written permission of Sue Ward Drake. Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and events in this book are the product of author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, places, organizations, locales or events is entirely coincidental.

ISBN-13: 978-0-9985767-8-7


When her ex-boyfriend proves impossible to shake, French Quarter cocktail waitress, Rhonda Owens, calls on the handsome New Orleans police detective she met at a friends’ Christmas dinner. Widower Tony LeNoux never expects to find love again, but Rhonda sparkles like a diamond and makes him believe again in a happily ever after.


Will they be able to put their pasts behind them in time to celebrate New Year’s Eve?

A heartwarming, Christmasy romance set in the New Orleans. Perfect for fans of sweet and heartwarming happily-ever-afters.

Companion Story: Gifts of Christmas

*Author note: Previously published as part of A Big Easy Christmas.


ONE


New Year’s Eve couldn’t come a day too soon.

Rhonda Owens massaged her aching shoulders. Her trays got heavier, and her muscles got tighter serving the end of the year crowds—and she wasn’t even working the restaurant. In compensation the tourists in New Orleans for the holidays tipped very well, and there were a lot more tips to collect.

“See you tomorrow.” She shoved her frilly cocktail waitress apron into her sling bag and joined two other departing employees.

“I hope I live that long,” one of the restaurant waiters answered.

Rhonda could relate. The last few months she’d worried about surviving, though not from tourists packing the Crescent City for the holidays.

“Only five more days ’til the Fleur-de-Lis Drop,” she said. “You’ll live that long, at least.”

Like the famous ball at New York’s Times Square, the French Quarter celebrated the New Year’s Eve countdown on the riverfront with a replica of the city’s symbol.

Her rubber-soled shoes squeaked on the flagstones as she followed her colleague out of the French Quarter restaurant where they both worked. She hesitated beside the lighted Christmas tree in the patio and peered down the old carriageway leading to the street. Her insides tightened, her pulse drumming like crazy.

Maybe he wouldn’t be waiting for her tonight.

A trumpet blast brought the strains of Dixieland jazz from the open doors of the corner music bar. She walked half way to the street, pressed her back against the wall to stay in the shadows and scanned the street. Then she immediately ducked back into the passageway and reversed her path back to the restaurant patio. Her ex-boyfriend, Vince Martinelli, loitered in front of the patio bar across the street, and her already jittery stomach began to boogie at top speed.
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