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Summary: "Czech History" by Kytka Hilmarova is a captivating exploration of the Czech nation's past, encompassing centuries of triumphs, struggles, and cultural achievements. With meticulous research and a passion for storytelling, Hilmarova invites readers on a journey through time, from the ancient roots of the Slavic tribes to the vibrant cultural renaissance, the challenges of independence, and the complexities of the modern era. With its comprehensive and engaging narrative, this book celebrates the remarkable individuals who have shaped Czech history and offers a deeper understanding and appreciation of the nation's rich heritage.
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To my beloved parents, Anna and Milan Hilmar, I express my heartfelt gratitude for instilling in me the unwavering sense of pride in my Czech heritage. No matter where I have resided, you have reminded me that I am and will always be a proud Czech at heart.

To my dear children, Zynnia, Zanna, and Zachary, I impart upon you the importance of embracing your roots with unwavering pride. May you always carry the knowledge of our Czech heritage with a sense of honor, just as I do when I look upon each of you.

And to all my cherished readers, I invite you to embark on a profound journey through the rich tapestry of our Czech heritage. May the spirit of Bohemia guide you, illuminating the path as you explore the resilience, beauty, and profound spirit that permeates our nation's history. May this journey inspire within you a deep appreciation for our remarkable heritage and leave you with a profound sense of connection and pride.
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In the pages that follow, you will embark on a journey through the rich tapestry of Czech history. This book, titled "Czech History," stands as a tribute to the past and a celebration of the remarkable individuals who have shaped the course of our nation.

However, it is important to acknowledge the origins of this work. While its foundation lies in the writings of Josef Václav Nikolau, a talented author who accomplished much in his tragically short life, it has undergone significant transformation. What began as a translation of his work, "Dějepis český v obrazích pro českoslovanskou mládež na Skolílch národních," has evolved into a comprehensive reinterpretation, combining elements from the original text with substantial additions and reimagined prose.

The intention behind this endeavor was to bring Czech history to life for contemporary readers, addressing the linguistic challenges presented by the book's 19th-century Czech language and incorporating a more inclusive and engaging narrative. While preserving the essence of Nikolau's vision, "Czech History" by Kytka Hilmarova encompasses a wider scope, presenting events and perspectives that have shaped our nation since the 1870s.

In the spirit of honoring the author's legacy, it is important to recognize the invaluable groundwork laid by Josef Václav Nikolau. His original work provided the inspiration and structure for this endeavor, serving as a guiding light for the expansion and exploration of Czech history that follows.

Additionally, this revised edition includes a detailed chronology, serving as a valuable companion to the narrative. It offers a timeline of significant events, allowing readers to contextualize the historical developments that unfold within these pages.

Now, let us begin this captivating journey through Czech history. Together, we will uncover the triumphs, struggles, and extraordinary stories that have shaped our nation. May this book serve as an invitation to delve into the past, fostering a deeper understanding and appreciation of our shared heritage.
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Introduction
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The beautiful Czech land, emerges at the heart of Europe, encircled by majestic mountains. Only towards the east and southeast can we, as travelers, venture into Moravia or Austria (Lower Austria) without the rugged terrain reminding us of the mountainous journey. Its shape resembles an irregular quadrilateral, with its four corners pointing towards the cardinal directions. The mountain ranges along its borders are adorned with lush forests that transition into enchanting groves and delightful landscapes within the country. Countless springs, streams, and rivers, both small and mighty, meander through valleys like shimmering ribbons, converging within the land to form the magnificent river, the Elbe, which flows out through a single gorge to the north. Nestled among these valleys, amidst branching trees, one can find tranquil villages, ancient castles, and thriving cities—the abodes of the singing, cheerful Czech people. It is within this blessed land that our parents, friends, siblings, teachers, and educators all reside—each and every one of them.

These are the very lands that have nurtured us, where our predecessors lived before us. Our fathers, grandfathers, and great-grandfathers called this place home, and they were esteemed for their warmth, integrity, joyful spirits, and indomitable courage. Many coveted these blessed lands, hoping to claim them for themselves. Yet, the Czechs welcomed them with open hearts, valiantly defending the land passed down to them by their beloved ancestors. They would have willingly sacrificed their lives rather than let their homeland fall into the hands of foreigners. Such was their profound love for it! And we, too, passionately adore our beautiful homeland, for it offers countless reasons to cherish it. It overflows with abundant gifts, harboring immense prosperity that makes it one of the most delightful and thriving nations in the world. Moreover, it boasts a glorious past, a tapestry woven with rich history.

Have you ever gazed into a mirror and realized that you see yourself reflected in it? History, or historiography, is akin to a mirror, although slightly different. It does not reflect us or our immediate ancestors, but rather, it acquaints us with the remarkable deeds of our forefathers. It reveals how they shaped the land many years ago, how they contributed to its prosperity and enrichment, and so much more. By delving into this understanding, we can express our gratitude and beseech the Creator, God, to bestow abundant blessings upon our ancestors for their dedicated care towards us.

Every garden, every grove within our homeland exudes bliss, and our hearts rejoice as we behold its beauty. In this land, we find our own paradise, a place that holds our dreams, memories, and hopes for the future.
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Ancient Bohemia
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In our beloved homeland, things were not always as peaceful as they are today. In the early days, the entire land was covered by water, resembling a vast sea. However, a transformative event occurred when God commanded, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let dry land appear." As a result, three islands emerged within our land: one large island encompassing the western and southern regions of Bohemia, and two smaller ones in the northeast. The rest of the land remained submerged beneath the sea. These islands, though, were barren and lifeless. Not a single blade of grass or creature could be found. Additionally, an intense heat prevailed, attributed to the presence of scorching liquids deep within our land.

This era is known as the period of primordial hills. The period of primordial hills, also referred to as the Paleozoic Era, encompasses a vast expanse of geological time from approximately 541 to 252 million years ago. During this era, Earth experienced remarkable changes, with the emergence and evolution of diverse life forms in ancient oceans, the formation of majestic mountain ranges, and the development of the Earth's first landmasses. It was a dynamic period that laid the foundation for the subsequent evolution of life and the shaping of our planet's landscapes.

However, mighty rivers flowed from these islands into the surrounding sea, carrying with them an abundance of mud, sand, and stones from the land's interior. Over time, this accumulation rose above the water, forming solid ground. Even then, the land remained desolate. This phase is referred to as a transitional period.

Within the muddy lowlands of the solid land, peculiar plants resembling today's ferns and horsetails thrived, but they grew to the size of trees. The vegetation was undoubtedly abundant. As the sands and mud settled, they gradually transformed into the coal that our land is renowned for, surpassing many other regions. Simultaneously, salt began to accumulate in the seabed surrounding Bohemia, causing our land to rise significantly above sea level and resulting in its scarcity of salt. However, the sea once again intruded into Bohemia, depositing layers of sandstone and limestone on its seabed, leading to the demise of numerous marine creatures.

This period is known as the era of the Cretaceous Sea. During the era of the Cretaceous Sea, which spanned from approximately 145 to 66 million years ago, vast portions of the Earth's surface were covered by a shallow sea. This period witnessed significant geological and biological transformations, including the dominance of dinosaurs, the emergence of new marine life forms, and the formation of iconic geological features that continue to shape our planet's landscape.

Throughout time, Bohemia underwent various tumultuous transformations, such as the eruption of fiery substances through these layers or shifts in different directions. Consequently, the present state of our homeland gradually took shape. However, during that time, the climate was still as warm as it is in North Africa, where the black people reside. Walnut trees, maples, beeches, and even some palms thrived abundantly. In their shade, herds of mammals grazed, including majestic elephants and bathing rhinoceroses in our rivers. Additionally, warm springs like those found in Teplice and Karlovy Vary emerged during this period.

Only then did a period of tranquility ensue, and the land became ready to welcome human generations. Oaks, beeches, and maples thrived, while spruces, firs, and pines adorned the lofty mountains. Our forests became home to herds of elk, bears, and European bison—they reigned supreme. Finally, humans arrived, becoming the masters of this world. Forests yielded to their axes, and wild animals made way for their cultivated fields.

Regarding the first settlement of humans in Bohemia, their origins, and the tribes they belonged to, much remains unknown. Speculations suggest that the land was initially inhabited by people of various ethnic backgrounds, including individuals of Nordic heritage and individuals of East Asian heritage. These non-warlike individuals existed at a primitive stage of civilization. Metals remained undiscovered, and their tools were fashioned from wood and stone. Along the rivers, they built simple huts, clearing the forests to a degree comparable to certain indigenous tribes in America. To fell a tree, they would hollow out a hole in the trunk using a stone tool, place burning coal within, and then use a stone mallet to bring down the charred trunk.

In time, these tribes were likely conquered by other Indo-European peoples. It is possible that several tribes from this lineage inhabited Bohemia, but specific details regarding their identities and characteristics remain unknown. Further research and ongoing archaeological discoveries continue to provide valuable insights into the ancient inhabitants of Bohemia, deepening our understanding of their cultures, customs, and civilizations. Through the study of artifacts, burial sites, and ancient settlements, historians and archaeologists are uncovering new information about the diverse societies that once thrived in the region. This ongoing exploration of Bohemia's past enables us to piece together a more comprehensive picture of the rich history and heritage of this remarkable land. The story of our homeland's early human settlement is a fascinating puzzle that continues to intrigue scholars and historians.

As we explore the rich history of our land, we uncover a tapestry of events and civilizations that have shaped its identity. From the primordial hills to the emergence of mighty rivers, the formation of coal deposits, and the diverse flora and fauna that once thrived here, our homeland has endured countless transformations throughout the ages.

In the upcoming chapters, we will embark on an immersive journey into the captivating history of Bohemia. We will trace the footsteps of our ancestors, exploring the dynamic narratives of ancient kingdoms, and unearthing the cultural, social, and political milestones that have shaped our cherished homeland into the vibrant nation it stands as today. From the earliest human settlements to the medieval era, the Renaissance, and beyond, we will delve into the depths of time, unraveling the remarkable stories of the Czech people and their enduring contributions to the world. Join us as we uncover the rich tapestry of Bohemia's past and celebrate the legacy of a resilient and visionary nation.
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How the Boii Came to Bohemia
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If we were to venture westward, far beyond the vast forests and thriving mines, our path would lead us to the land we now know as France. But in ancient times, this land was known as Gaul, home to the Gauls or Celts, a proud and resilient people. Among their kings was a ruler named Ambigatus, who was beloved by his subjects for his kindness, justice, and deep affection for his people. Yet, despite the richness of the land, there was a prevailing challenge that weighed heavily on King Ambigatus' heart - the struggles of his people due to poverty and scarcity. The population had grown, and the resources of Gaul could no longer sustain everyone's needs.

In response to this pressing concern, King Ambigatus turned to his two nephews, Bellovesus and Sigovesus, two courageous and determined young men. He entrusted them with a mission, saying, "Gather a multitude of people and seek out new lands where you can thrive without being overwhelmed by outsiders." Moved by their uncle's plea, Bellovesus and Sigovesus embarked on their journey, bidding farewell to their beloved homeland. Sigovesus led his people across the mighty Rhine River, venturing into the Hercynian forests that stretched east of the Rhine. It was through their relentless pursuit that they finally arrived in a land that would become our cherished homeland, Bohemia. The Boii, as they came to be known, settled not only in Bohemia but also in Moravia and the two archduchies of Austria. They established their roots and built a new community, bringing with them their customs, traditions, and aspirations.

Bohemia, or Boiohaemum as it was called, became a land of promise and opportunity, shaped by the resilience and determination of those who sought a better future. It was a land where the Boii thrived, coexisting with the enchanting landscapes, nurturing the bonds of community, and forging their own unique identity. From that moment on, the Boii and their descendants, the Czech people, have woven their stories into the tapestry of Bohemian history, leaving an indelible mark on the land they now call home.
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The Fate of the Boii
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During those times, the Boii were known for their knowledge and sophistication. They established permanent settlements, residing in cottages, villages, and even fortified cities. Their way of life encompassed various roles - warriors, hunters, shepherds, and farmers - as they navigated the challenges of their environment. They were resilient, relying on war plunder, agriculture, livestock breeding, craftsmanship, and trade to sustain themselves. Skilled artisans, they crafted exquisite vessels using copper and iron. Clad in leather attire, they exuded cheerfulness and practiced frugality in their daily lives.

While the Boii were not aggressors, they displayed unwavering bravery when their land faced invasion. However, there came a moment of great adversity. Around 48 years before the birth of Christ, Berebista, the powerful Dacian king who ruled over Transdanubian Hungary and Sibinsko, launched an attack against them. A fierce battle ensued, resulting in the Boii's devastating defeat and the destruction of their land along the Danube, which is now known as present-day Austria. Since then, it has been remembered as the "Boii wasteland."

The Boii, regrettably, never fully recovered from this profound setback. In later years, the Marcomanni arrived, and they either subjected, exterminated, or displaced the Boii from their ancestral settlements, leaving a lasting impact on their once-thriving communities.
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Maroboduus, the King of the Markomanni


[image: ]




During the first century BC, the Markomanni, a Germanic people who spoke the Germanic language, resided alongside their relatives and allies, the Quadi, in the vicinity of the middle Odra River. As the Boii tribe weakened, the Markomanni migrated southward, traversing Moravia until they reached the Danube River, ultimately settling in the heart of what is now present-day Hungary. It was in this region that they found themselves in close proximity to the Romans, who at the time held the distinction of being the most powerful nation. The Romans had already achieved conquests in Italy and expanded their dominion to encompass lands spanning the Mediterranean Sea in Europe, Asia, and Africa.

Maroboduus, hailing from a noble aristocratic family, spent his formative years in Rome, where he acquired expertise in the art of warfare and garnered knowledge across various disciplines. Upon returning to his homeland, he ascended to a position of leadership, establishing a royal court and forging a formidable empire. His realm encompassed the present-day territories of Bohemia, Moravia, and Slovakia. Recognizing the threat posed by the mighty Romans, numerous other Germanic tribes rallied under Maroboduus's banner, seeking his leadership and protection in defense against the powerful Roman forces. As a testament to his influence, Maroboduus chose to make his residence in the former capital of the Boii tribe, which was subsequently named Marobudum in his honor.

During that era, the Markomanni, much like other Germanic tribes of the time, were known for their rugged nature and nomadic lifestyle, as they did not establish permanent settlements. Their dwellings consisted of scattered huts situated near springs and streams, while some sought shelter in pits and caves during the harsh winter months. Within their society, a hierarchical division existed, separating the nobles or freemen from the serfs.

The nobles primarily engaged in acts of warfare and hunting, delegating other tasks to the serfs. Their sustenance relied heavily on a diet of meat, milk, cheese, and occasional consumption of raw or cooked game. Their attire lacked intricate craftsmanship, and they primarily relied on fur and leather for clothing and protection. Their religious beliefs leaned towards paganism, and it was not uncommon for them to offer human sacrifices to their gods. Despite these practices, they held high regard for moral purity, modesty, and hospitality, which were considered admirable qualities within their society.

Maroboduus gained immense fame, to the point where even the Roman Emperor Augustus grew fearful of him. This led the Romans to dispatch two armies in an attempt to conquer him. However, their plans faced a sudden twist when the Pannonian and Dalmatian tribes rebelled against Rome, diverting the Romans' attention towards quelling the rebellion. In a strategic move, the Romans formed an alliance with Maroboduus to join forces against the rebels. However, this arrangement did not sit well with the Germans, who harbored animosity towards the Romans.

Three years later, a young Cheruscan prince named Arminius, also known as Herman, emerged as a heroic figure. He repaid the Germans' discontent by orchestrating a stunning victory over a formidable Roman army led by Varus. This triumph took place deep within Germanic territory, specifically in the Teutoburg Forest, resulting in the liberation of oppressed Germanic tribes. Maroboduus, however, disapproved of Herman's tactics, which fueled the resentment among the Germans.

In the year 17 AD, a significant war erupted between Maroboduus and Herman, marking a memorable chapter in their history. The battle unfolded in the Saxony region, displaying the strength and determination of both sides. Although the outcome remained indecisive, a pivotal moment occurred when Maroboduus attempted to retreat to a nearby hill. To his dismay, his own troops betrayed him, defecting to join Herman's forces. In the face of this betrayal, Maroboduus was compelled to retreat to Bohemia, seeking refuge from the tumultuous events unfolding around him.

In a twist of fate, two years later, Katvald, a prince of the Goths and a Germanic tribe whom Maroboduus had previously expelled from his land, launched an invasion into Bohemia. This opportunistic attack resulted in the seizure of Maroboduus's seat of power, along with all his cherished treasures, in the year 19 AD.

Left abandoned by those who once stood by him, Maroboduus sought refuge with his cunning friends, the Romans. Emperor Tiberius, in an act of generosity, granted him residence in the city of Ravenna. For the next eighteen years, Maroboduus lived under Roman protection, sheltered from the adversities that had befallen him. Meanwhile, the Markomanni, weakened by internal conflicts and disputes, entered a long period of weakness. Their infighting took a toll on the land of Bohemia, leaving it desolate and bereft of its people.

A timeless Czech proverb reminds us that "pride goes before a fall." The proud Maroboduus, once revered and powerful, experienced the consequences of his hubris. Let us all take heed and be cautious of pride, akin to a venomous snake. Instead, let humility guide us, for it is through humility that we find favor with God. 

During the reign of Maroboduus, an important figure in the history of the Marcomanni tribe, a significant event unfolded in a distant corner of the world—the birth of Jesus Christ. While Maroboduus focused on consolidating his power and expanding the influence of the Marcomanni, a profound religious and cultural transformation was taking place in the region of Judea, where the birth of Jesus marked the beginning of a new era. This event, though seemingly unrelated to Maroboduus and his endeavors, would go on to shape the course of human history in profound ways. The teachings and actions of Jesus would eventually spread throughout the Roman Empire, influencing the lives and beliefs of countless individuals across different cultures and civilizations. It serves as a reminder that while rulers and kingdoms pursued their ambitions and conflicts on a geopolitical stage, the world at large continued to evolve, driven by spiritual and ideological forces that transcended territorial boundaries. 
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The Marcomannic War


[image: ]




In the 2nd century AD, the tribes residing in the regions traversed by the mighty rivers Odra and Vistula grew restless and embarked on raids against their southern neighbors, which included the formidable Roman Empire.

The audacity of these tribal incursions sparked great concern among the Romans, especially the renowned emperor Marcus Aurelius, instilling fear throughout the empire. Recognizing the gravity of the situation, the emperor made a decisive move by liquidating the treasury to ensure the soldiers' wages were paid. Meanwhile, every Roman citizen rallied together, contributing their utmost to support the war effort. The combined efforts culminated in the formation of a formidable army that set out to confront the relentless adversaries.

The ensuing conflict, known as the Marcomannic War, waged on for a grueling span of fifteen years, exacting a heavy toll on both sides. The battlefields were drenched in blood as the Roman forces clashed fiercely against their determined foes.

This momentous conflict left an indelible mark on history, forever etching the name Marcomannic War into the annals of the Roman Empire.

The emperor himself found himself compelled to take the field multiple times to confront the relentless enemies. In one particular invasion of the Quadian land, which corresponds to present-day Slovakia, the Roman army encountered a parched and waterless region. The scorching heat and unyielding thirst afflicted both soldiers and horses. To exacerbate matters, the adversaries emerged on the hills, poised for an imminent attack. Facing certain doom, the soldiers were tempted to discard their weapons and flee from the imminent danger.

However, as the saying goes, in moments of utmost desperation, divine intervention often makes its presence known. In a remarkable turn of events, a magnificent storm materialized seemingly out of nowhere, casting a striking spectacle of lightning and thunderbolts that pierced through the air. As if a gift from the heavens, torrential rain poured down upon the weary army, quenching their thirst and revitalizing their weary souls. Seizing this unexpected blessing, the soldiers eagerly raised their helmets, catching every precious drop of the life-giving water. Filled with newfound strength and courage, they charged forth with unwavering determination, launching an assault of unrivaled ferocity against their adversaries.

Simultaneously, a powerful gust of wind surged forward, propelling the rain directly into the faces of the enemy, causing them great difficulty in their advance. This unforeseen obstacle worked to the advantage of the Romans, contributing to their resounding victory—a triumph that surpassed all expectations given the seemingly insurmountable odds they had encountered. It was undoubtedly a miraculous deliverance, a testament to their unyielding determination and the fortuitous intervention of nature itself. Emerging from this extraordinary episode, the Romans emerged victorious, their fate forever altered by the timely assistance and twist of fortune bestowed upon them by the very forces of nature.

According to ancient chronicles, it is recounted that among the ranks of the mighty Roman army stood soldiers who professed the Christian faith. In their darkest hour of distress, these devout individuals humbly knelt in prayer, beseeching for divine intervention and solace. Miraculously, their earnest supplications were answered, as rain descended from the heavens in a response to their unwavering faith. This extraordinary turn of events left an indelible impression on the Roman soldiers, leading them to bestow upon this particular unit the moniker of the "Lightning Legion." This remarkable occurrence, steeped in faith and divine intervention, transpired in the year 174 AD, forever etching its memory in the annals of history.

However, even with the intervention of nature and the miraculous events that unfolded, the war continued to rage on, persisting until the final days of Emperor Marcus Aurelius. It was in the city of Vindobona, known today as Vienna, where the emperor breathed his last breath in the year 180 AD. With his passing, a significant chapter in history came to an end, signifying the culmination of a tumultuous and protracted conflict that had plagued the Roman Empire for an extended period of time. The emperor's demise marked a turning point, bringing closure to a chapter filled with struggle and shaping the course of the empire's future.
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Slavs
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In ancient times, believed to be around 1500 years before the birth of Christ, our ancestors, the Slavs, thrived in significant numbers throughout Eastern Europe. These peaceful and industrious people embraced a lifestyle centered around settled communities, engaging in agriculture, craftsmanship, and trade. Wars were a last resort for them, primarily reserved for self-defense. Their humble abodes consisted of simple cottages constructed from hewn wood, often nestled amidst the tranquility of forests, in remote and inaccessible areas close to rivers, lakes, and marshes.

Characterized by their diminutive stature, the Slavs possessed sturdy limbs, round faces, captivating dark blue eyes, and brownish hair. They exhibited remarkable resilience in the face of hunger, thirst, cold, and heat, bearing these challenges with unwavering patience. The Slavs took immense pride in their work, with farming and gardening standing as their preferred occupations. They were trailblazers in the realm of agriculture, skillfully reaping the bountiful harvests from their fields. Flour-based meals were a particular favorite among them, and in addition to water, they savored the flavors of mead and beer, which graced their communal gatherings.

The Slavs, with their gentle and peace-loving nature, embodied diligence and kindness. Hospitality was their virtue, as they warmly welcomed anyone who crossed their path. Even in times of conflict, they treated captives and strangers with respect, often granting captives the opportunity to integrate into Slavic society or return safely after a designated period. Among their many passions, the Slavs held a deep love for singing, music, and dancing. However, their lack of unity often led to internal discord, resulting in misfortunes befalling their communities. The Germans and Sarmatians, being more adept in warfare than the Slavs, seized the opportunity to subjugate them.

Preferring the tranquility of a peaceful existence, the Slavs did not prioritize training in the arts of warfare. They held a disdain for arms and conflicts, opting instead to endure injustices rather than perpetrate them. The desire for power over others was foreign to them, as they embraced a society without rulers above themselves. In this egalitarian system, all citizens enjoyed equal freedom, rights, and responsibilities. The land was divided into communal communities, encompassing mountains, forests, pastures, lakes, and rivers, accessible for all to utilize according to their needs. Villages, on the other hand, consisted of fields and gardens, privately owned and passed down from fathers to sons as a hereditary legacy.

The Slavic people of ancient times adhered to a pagan religion, engaging in rituals that involved the creation of idols fashioned from various metals and the construction of temples dedicated to their worship. These practices formed an integral part of their spiritual lives. In addition to their idolatrous customs, the Slavs held beliefs in the immortality of the soul and the notion of fair retribution in the afterlife. These beliefs shaped their understanding of the spiritual realm and provided them with a moral framework that governed their actions in the earthly realm.

The Slavic people were characterized by their genuine care and concern for one another, constantly offering well-wishes and finding joy in the accomplishments of their fellow members. Their deep-rooted commitment to peaceful coexistence serves as an inspiring example of harmonious living. As individuals fortunate enough to be part of the Slavic community, we can take great pride in our association with such a remarkable tribe. This legacy of unity and empathy continues to shape our collective identity and reminds us of the importance of fostering compassion and goodwill in our interactions with one another.

With a population exceeding 50 million individuals, the vibrant and diverse Slavic community encompasses four prominent branches: Czech-Slovaks, Poles, Russians, and South Slavs. The very name "Slav" carries a profound significance, often associated with the word "slava" meaning "glory." This connection reflects our ancestors' deep appreciation for achieving greatness and their remarkable accomplishments that have brought honor to our shared heritage. As members of the Slavic community, we inherit this legacy of resilience, cultural richness, and a collective pursuit of glory that continues to shape our present and inspire our future.
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Czech-Slovaks
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The ancient peoples held a different attachment to their dwellings compared to our present mindset. If they were dissatisfied with their current land, they would embark on migrations to seek new territories.

In the 5th century, a group of our forefathers, the Slavs, undertook a migration from east to west. Their leader, Czech, guided them through mountains and valleys, venturing from the vast region known as Charvátsko or Bělocharvátsko on the northern side of the Carpathian Mountains. They traversed far and wide, bounded by three rivers, until they arrived in our cherished homeland. Upon reaching Mount Ripa, situated between the Elbe, Vltava, and Ohře rivers, they halted their journey. Czech himself ascended the mountain, surveying the surrounding landscape to assess its fertility. Witnessing an abundance of forests teeming with game and birds, rich sources of honey and milk, and the magnificent adornment of mountains, he addressed his fellow countrymen with heartfelt words:

"Brothers! Together, we have endured immense toil and overcome countless hardships, navigating through impassable forests. Let us take a moment to offer a rare sacrifice to our gods, whose aid has finally brought us to this marvelous land, predestined for us by fate. This land, as I have often promised, is harmless to anyone, brimming with game, birds, honey, and milk. Moreover, its favorable climate makes it exceptionally suitable for habitation. Waters flow abundantly from all directions, and the presence of numerous fishponds further adds to its allure. You shall have an abundance of all these blessings, for no harm shall befall you. Now, contemplate the joyous responsibility that lies in our hands. Together, let us decide upon a name befitting this land."
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