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    I dedicate this book to all the pastors who have helped me in  my walk with Jesus Christ, and those who are trying to help people get to heaven. 

      

    



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Introduction 


[image: ]




We are living in troublesome times to be sure. People could depend on their politicians, teachers, and family members to do the right thing. Most of all they could trust their pastors and church leadership to follow the word of God and help them to also. But is that still the case? In this book, Bishop Ronald E Lee takes an unbiased look at what is the biblical definition, role, and responsibility of our spiritual leaders.
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Chapter One
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What is a pastor? Google tells us that a pastor is a minister in charge of a Christian church or congregation. The Bible has the word pastor in one verse. The word pastors occurs eight times in the word of God. Five of the context of those passages carry a negative view of these leaders. The word pastor in Hebrew is raw-aw and it means to tend a flock; i.e. pasture it; intransitively, to graze (literally or figuratively); generally to rule; by extension, to associate with (as a friend):—× break, companion, keep company with, devour, eat up, evil entreat, feed, use as a friend, make friendship with, herdman, keep (sheep) (-er), pastor, shearing house, shepherd, wander, waste. (Blue Letter Study Bible). Let’s see what God’s grievances against pastors are.

From this definition, it is safe to say that the pastor is someone who is supposed to gives his or herself to the Lord for the purpose of taking care of his flock. What happens when pastors don’t fulfill these duties and what are their duties?

Jeremiah 2:8 (KJV)

The priests said not, Where [is] the LORD? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after [things that] do not profit.

	These pastors sin against the Lord. The word transgressed in Hebrew means to rebel against. God’s complaint here is that the pastors were teaching and walking after things that don’t help the people in their walk with the Lord in fact they were encouraging the people of Israel to disobey God’s word.


––––––––
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Jeremiah 10:21 (KJV)

For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD: therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered.

Here we see the pastors did not even try to know God’s word. Brutish means ignorant. They did not pray and the result of their lack of study of God's word and prayer-seeking God resulted in the sheep being scattered.

Jeremiah 12:10 (KJV)

Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness.

The complaint against the shepherds of the Lord is the result of their actions being destruction. They grind God's property into the ground and leave that dedicated to the Lord useless.

––––––––
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23:1 (KJV)

Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD.

Here again, the Spirit of the Lord leads the prophet Jeremiah to cry out against Israel’s spiritual leaders whose actions and teachings lead the people to spiritual death and departure from the Lord’s presence.

Jeremiah 23:2 (KJV)

Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD.
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