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War Eagle! 

History of Auburn Tigers Football
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Punt Bama Punt!
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My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7-year-old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  Growing up in a rural farming town (Alden) in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturdays in the fall watching ABC Sports College game of the week.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys it.

Steve Fulton

[image: Cam Newton and The Top 40 Auburn Tigers of All Time | Bleacher Report |  Latest News, Videos and Highlights]
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Brief History of Auburn Tiger Football
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[image: http://nationalchamps.net/Helmet_Project/Auburn.gif]Auburn officially began competing in intercollegiate football in 1892. The Tigers joined the Southeastern Conference in 1932 as one of the inaugural members of the conference and the Tigers began competing in the West Division when the conference divided in 1992. Auburn has achieved 12 undefeated seasons, won 16 conference championships, along with 10 divisional championships. The Tigers have made 44 post season bowl appearances, including 12 historically major bowl berths. Since 1953, Auburn has had only 10 seasons with a losing record.

The Tigers have produced three Heisman Trophy winners: quarterback Pat Sullivan in 1971, running back Bo Jackson in 1985, and quarterback Cam Newton in 2010. Auburn has also produced 31 consensus All-American players. The College Football Hall of Fame has inducted a total of 12 individuals from Auburn, including eight student-athletes and four head coaches: John Heisman, Mike Donahue, Ralph Jordan, and Pat Dye. Jordan, who coached from 1951 to 1975, led Auburn to its first national championship and won a total of 176 games, the most by any Auburn coach.

Auburn's home stadium is Jordan–Hare Stadium, which opened in 1939 and becomes Alabama's fifth largest city on game days with a capacity of 87,451. Auburn's archrival is in-state foe Alabama. The Tigers and Crimson Tide meet annually in the Iron Bowl, one of the biggest rivalries in all sports. The “Deep South’s Oldest Rivalry” is an annual rivalry game vs the Georgia Bulldogs. Auburn’s other rivalry is with Georgia Tech, but the two teams have met on a limited basis since 1987.
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Tiger Walk
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[image: Iron Bowl 2015: Live score updates, pics from Jordan-Hare Stadium | WBMA]Before each Auburn home football game, thousands of Auburn fans line Donahue Drive to cheer on the team as they walk from the Auburn Athletic Complex to Jordan–Hare Stadium. The tradition began in the 1950s when groups of kids would walk up the street to greet the team and get autographs. During the tenure of Coach Doug Barfield, the coach urged fans to come out and support the team, and thousands did. Today the team walks down the hill and into the stadium surrounded by fans who pat them on the back and shake their hands as they walk. The largest Tiger Walk occurred on December 2, 1989, before the first ever home football game against rival Alabama—the Iron Bowl. On that day, an estimated 20,000 fans packed the one block section of road leading to the stadium. According to former athletic director David Housel, Tiger Walk has become "the most copied tradition in all of college football".
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Auburn Tigers retired numbers
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	No.

	Player

	Position

	Tenure




	7

	Pat Sullivan

	QB

	1969–71




	88

	Terry Beasley

	WR

	1969–71




	34

	Bo Jackson

	RB

	1982–85
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“War Eagle”
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[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/91/GoldenEagle-Nova.jpg/220px-GoldenEagle-Nova.jpg]There are many stories surrounding the origins of Auburn's battle cry, "War Eagle". The most popular account involves the first Auburn football game in 1892 between Auburn and the University of Georgia. According to the story, in the stands that day was an old Civil War soldier with an eagle he had found injured on a battlefield and kept as a pet. The eagle broke free and began to soar over the field, and Auburn began to march toward the Georgia end-zone. The crowd began to chant, "War Eagle" as the eagle soared. After Auburn won the game, the eagle crashed to the field and died but, according to the legend, his spirit lives on every time an Auburn man or woman yells "War Eagle!" The battle cry of "War Eagle" also functions as a greeting for those associated with the University. For many years, a live golden eagle has embodied the spirit of this tradition.
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[image: A History of Toomer's Corner - al.com]Toomer’s Corner 
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The intersection of Magnolia Avenue and College Street in Auburn, which marks the transition from downtown Auburn to the university campus, is known as Toomer's Corner. It is named after Toomer's Drugs, a small store on the corner that has been an Auburn landmark since 1896. Hanging over the corner were two massive old oak trees, planted in 1937, and whenever there was cause for celebration in the Auburn community, toilet paper could usually be found hanging from the trees. Also known as "rolling the corner", this tradition originated after Auburn upset #2 Alabama in the 1972 Iron Bowl, The famous 'Punt Bama Punt' Game. "We beat the 'number 2' out of Alabama." Until the mid-1990s, the tradition was relegated to only celebrating athletic wins. The oak trees were cut down by the university in April 2013, as a result of their being poisoned by Harvey Updyke Jr., a fan of rival Alabama.
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[image: The traditional Wreck Tech Pajama Parade came to an end in 1987 along with  the annual Auburn-GA Tech football game. (late 1950's … | Auburn ideas, War  eagle, Auburn]Wreck Tech Pajama Parade
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The Wreck Tech Pajama Parade originated in 1896, when a group of mischievous Auburn students, determined to show up the more well-known engineers from Georgia Tech, sneaked out of their dorms the night before the football game between Auburn and Tech and greased the railroad tracks. According to the story, the train carrying the Tech team slid through town and didn't stop until it was halfway to the neighboring town of Loachapoka, Alabama. The Tech team was forced to walk the five miles back to Auburn and, not surprisingly, were rather weary at the end of their journey. This likely contributed to their 45–0 loss. While the railroad long ago ceased to be the way teams traveled to Auburn and students never greased the tracks again, the tradition continues in the form of a parade through downtown Auburn. Students parade through the streets in their pajamas and organizations build floats.
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Auburn Tigers player statues
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	No.

	Player

	Position

	Tenure




	2

	Cam Newton

	QB

	2010




	7

	Pat Sullivan

	QB

	1969–71




	34

	Bo Jackson

	RB

	1982–85




	HC

	John Heisman

	HC

	1895–99
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College Football Hall of Fame
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Players

Year Inducted


	
Coaches

Year Inducted





	
1954 – Jimmy Hitchcock

1956 – Walter Gilbert

1991 – Pat Sullivan

1994 – Tucker Frederickson

1998 – Bo Jackson

2002 – Terry Beasley

2004 – Tracy Rocker

2009 – Ed Dyas


	
1951 – "Iron Mike" Donahue

1954 – John Heisman

1982 – Ralph "Shug" Jordan

2005 – Pat Dye
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National awards
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Players




	
Heisman Trophy

Best player


	
Walter Camp Award

Best player


	
Maxwell Award

Best player


	
Davey O'Brien Award

Best quarterback





	
1971 – Pat Sullivan, QB

1985 – Bo Jackson, RB

2010 – Cam Newton, QB


	
1971 – Pat Sullivan, QB

1985 – Bo Jackson, RB

2010 – Cam Newton, QB


	2010 – Cam Newton, QB

	2010 – Cam Newton, QB










	
Lott IMPACT Trophy

Defensive IMPACT player


	
Manning Award

Best quarterback


	
Outland Trophy

Best interior lineman





	2019 – Derrick Brown, DT

	2010 – Cam Newton, QB

	
1958 – Zeke Smith,G

1988 – Tracy Rocker, DT











	
Lombardi Award

Best lineman/linebacker


	
Jim Thorpe Award

Best defensive back


	
Rimington Trophy

Best center





	
1988 – Tracy Rocker, DT

2010 – Nick Fairley, DT


	2004 – Carlos Rogers, CB

	2014 – Reese Dismukes, C
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National awards

Coaches




	
Paul "Bear" Bryant Award

Coach of the Year


	
Eddie Robinson Award

Coach of the Year


	
Sporting News Award

Coach of the Year





	
1993 – Terry Bowden

2004 – Tommy Tuberville

2010 – Gene Chizik

2013 – Gus Malzahn


	
1993 – Terry Bowden

2013 – Gus Malzahn


	
1993 – Terry Bowden

2004 – Tommy Tuberville

2013 – Gus Malzahn











	
Home Depot Award

Coach of the Year


	
Bowden Award

Coach of the Year


	
Broyles Award

Best assistant coach





	
2010 – Gene Chizik

2013 – Gus Malzahn


	
2010 – Gene Chizik

2013 – Gus Malzahn


	
2004 – Gene Chizik

2010 – Gus Malzahn
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	Terry Bowden

	
	Tommy Tuberville










	[image: Auburn players unhappy with firing of Gene Chizik]

	
	[image: 28 Auburn's Football Coach Gus Malzahn ideas | auburn football, football  coach, sports story]




	Gene Chizik

	
	Gus Malzahn
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Heisman Trophy Winners
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[image: Former Auburn quarterback, Heisman winner Pat Sullivan dead at 69 | CBS 42]Pat Sullivan {1971} 

Born in Birmingham, Alabama, Sullivan began his athletic career as a three-sport star at Birmingham's John Carroll Catholic High School. Although a talented baseball and basketball player, he chose to play football for Auburn University where he would become the starting quarterback in 1969 under the tutelage of head coach Ralph Jordan. Over the next three seasons, the 6 foot tall and 190 pound Sullivan would break school and NCAA records for passing while leading the team to a 26–7 record. In 1970, he led the NCAA in total offense with 2,856 yards and set an NCAA record for most yards per play with 8.57. In his career, he was responsible for 72 touchdowns (54 passing/18 rushing) to tie the NCAA record. In his senior season, Sullivan completed 162 passes on 281 attempts for 2,012 yards and 20 touchdowns. This performance was enough to edge out Ed Marinaro for the 1971 Heisman Trophy. Also an excellent student, Sullivan was named an Academic All-American and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in business administration in 1972. Sullivan finished his college career with 6,284 passing yards and 54 touchdowns, along with another 18 touchdowns on the ground. He was selected to play in the Senior Bowl, where he led the South to victory over the North and was given the game's Most Valuable Player award.

[image: Pat Sullivan - Football - Auburn University Athletics]After college, Sullivan had a six-season professional NFL football career. He was a second-round selection (40th overall pick) of the 1972 NFL Draft by the Atlanta Falcons. Sullivan played with the Falcons from 1972 to 1976, and then the Washington Redskins in 1976 and 1977. He played in 30 games. In 1974, Sullivan started three games for the Atlanta Falcons, losing all three. He completed 48 of 105 passes and one touchdown. In 1975, he threw for 3 touchdowns, completing 28 of 70 passes. He continued his career with the Redskins in 1976. Sullivan spent five seasons doing radio color commentary for Auburn football games before joining the staff at Auburn in 1986 as quarterbacks coach under head coach Pat Dye. He worked with Auburn quarterbacks Jeff Burger, Reggie Slack, and Stan White during his six years at Auburn. During his time as an assistant Auburn won, or shared, three Southeastern Conference championships and had a four-game winning streak against archrival Alabama. On January 2, 1992, Sullivan became the 27th head football coach of Texas Christian University

Sullivan was selected to the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame, class of 1981. In 1988, he was also a charter member of the Senior Bowl Hall of Fame. The football field house at Samford University was renamed in his honor. In 2016, Sullivan's High School Alma Mater renamed the John Carroll High School Football Field in honor of Pat Sullivan.

[image: Bo doesn&#39;t know voting - al.com]Vincent “Bo” Jackson {1985} 

Jackson, the eighth of ten children, was born on November 30, 1962, and raised in Bessemer, Alabama. He was named after Vince Edwards, his mother's favorite actor. His family described him as a "wild boar hog," as he would constantly get into trouble. He attended school in McCalla, where he rushed for 1,175 yards as a running back as a high school senior. Jackson hit twenty home runs in 25 games for McCalla’s baseball team during his senior season. He was a two-time state champion in the decathlon. Both times that he was the decathlon state champion, he built up such a commanding point lead before the 1500 meters that he never competed in that event. "Distance is the only thing I hate about track," he said. In 1982, Jackson set state school records for indoor high jump (6'9") and triple jump (48'8"). In June 1982, Jackson was selected by the New York Yankees in the second round of the 1982 Major League Baseball draft, but he instead chose to attend Auburn University on a football scholarship because he promised his mother he would be the first in the family to go to a major college. He was recruited by head coach Pat Dye and then Auburn assistant coach Bobby Wallace. At Auburn, he proved to be a tremendous athlete in both baseball and football.

[image: Bo Jackson Auburn Tigers Football Art Print]In 1982, Jackson's freshman year, Auburn played Boston College in the Tangerine Bowl, where Jackson made a one-handed grab on an option pitch. Auburn went on to win the game 33–26 as Jackson rushed 14 times for 64 yards and 2 touchdowns. In 1983, as a sophomore, Jackson rushed for 1,213 yards on 158 carries, for an average of 7.7 yards per carry, which was the second-best single-season average in SEC history (minimum 100 rushes). In the 1983 Auburn-Alabama game, Jackson rushed for 256 yards on 20 rushes (12.8 yards per carry), which at the time was the sixth-most rushing yards gained in a game in SEC history and the 2nd best yard-per-rush average in a game (minimum 20 attempts) in SEC history. Auburn finished the season by winning the Sugar Bowl against Michigan, where Jackson was named Most Valuable Player. In 1984, Jackson's junior year (most of which Jackson missed due to injury), he earned Most Valuable Player honors at the Liberty Bowl after defeating Arkansas. In 1985, Jackson rushed for 1,786 yards which was the second-best single-season performance in SEC history. For his performance in 1985, Jackson was awarded the Heisman Trophy in what was considered the closest margin of victory ever in the history of the award, winning over University of Iowa quarterback Chuck Long. In 1986, he received the Golden Plate Award of the American Academy of Achievement presented by Awards Council member and Heisman Trophy winner Herschel Walker. Jackson finished his career at Auburn with 4,575 all-purpose yards and 45 total touchdowns, 43 rushing and 2 receiving, with a 6.6 yards per carry average. Jackson's football number 34 was officially retired at Auburn in a halftime ceremony on October 31, 1992. His is one of only three numbers retired at Auburn.

Jackson joined the Oakland Raiders in 1987 in time for their Week 8 match-up against the New England Patriots, where he rushed for a total of 37 yards on eight carries. Jackson shared the backfield with Marcus Allen, himself an All-Pro and former Heisman Trophy winner, but eventually supplanted him as the featured running back despite being listed as the team's fullback. Perhaps his most notable performance in his rookie season came on Monday Night Football against the Seattle Seahawks in Week 12. Prior to the game Seahawks linebacker Brian Bosworth insulted Jackson and promised in a media event before the game to contain Jackson. Jackson responded by running over Bosworth on his way to a touchdown near the goal line. He also made a 91-yard run in the 2nd quarter, to the outside, untouched down the sideline. Jackson rushed for 221 yards that night and two touchdowns. He added a third with a reception. The 221 yards was a single-game record for the Raiders at the time. In his rookie season, Jackson rushed for a total of 554 yards on only 81 carries for a 6.8 yards per carry average. He played in seven games, starting five, and scored a total of six touchdowns (four rushing, two receiving). The next year, Jackson played in ten of the Raiders' sixteen games with nine starts, recording a total of 580 yards and three touchdowns. Jackson's 1989 season was his best in the league. In eleven games, with nine starts, Jackson rushed for a total of 950 yards with a 5.5 yards per carry average and four touchdowns. In his abbreviated 1990 campaign, Jackson rushed for 698 yards and was selected to the only Pro Bowl of his career. Jackson suffered an NFL career-ending hip injury from a seemingly routine tackle at the end of a 34-yard run in a playoff game on January 13, 1991, against the Bengals.

Jackson signed to play baseball for the Kansas City Royals, the defending World Series champions, who had drafted him in the fourth round, 105th overall, in the 1986 amateur draft. Shortly after the draft, Jackson signed a 3-year contract with the Kansas City Royals worth just over $1 million. He spent 53 games with the Memphis Chicks, the Royals' Class AA minor league affiliate, and was called up to the majors in September 1986. He made the Royals' roster in 1987 and hit 22 home runs, with 53 RBIs and 10 stolen bases as a left fielder. Jackson began to show his true potential in 1989, when he was voted to start for the American League All-Star team and was named the game's MVP for his play on both offense and defense. In the top of the first inning, he caught Pedro Guerrero's 2-out line drive to left-center field to save two runs. Then he led off the bottom of the first—his first All-Star plate appearance—with a monstrous 448-foot (137 m) home run against Rick Reuschel of the San Francisco Giants. NBC-TV announcer Vin Scully exclaimed, "Look at that one! Bo Jackson says hello!" Wade Boggs followed with his own home run, making them the first pair in All-Star history to lead off the first inning with back-to-back home runs. In the 2nd inning, he beat the throw on a potential double play to drive in the eventual winning run. He then stole second base, making him the second player in All-Star Game history to hit a home run and steal a base in the same game (the first was Willie Mays). Jackson finished the game with two hits in four at-bats, one run scored, and two RBI. On July 29, 1988, against the Baltimore Orioles, Jackson, batting against Jeff Ballard, attempted to call time out as Ballard was delivering the ball. The time-out wasn't granted, but Jackson recovered to swing and hit the pitch over the left-field wall for a home run despite taking one hand off the bat at the beginning of the at bat. Jackson's 171 strikeouts in 1989 tied him for 10th most strikeouts in a season for a right-handed batter since 1893.

[image: Cam Newton - Heisman]Cam Newton {2010} 

Newton was born in Atlanta on May 11, 1989. He is the son of Jackie and Cecil Newton Sr., who was a safety for the 1983 Dallas Cowboys and 1984 Buffalo Bills, and the younger brother of Cecil Newton, a center who played for the Jacksonville Jaguars. His youngest brother, Caylin, was the quarterback for the Howard Bison in the mid-2010s. Newton was a talented baseball and basketball player as a youth but developed a fear of being hit by a pitch in baseball and could not avoid foul trouble on the basketball court. He stopped playing baseball at 14 years old and quit basketball shortly into his high school career. In 2015, Newton graduated from Auburn University with a degree in sociology. Newton attended Westlake High School in Atlanta, playing for their high school football team. As a 16-year-old junior, he passed for 2,500 yards and 23 touchdowns and ran for 638 yards and nine touchdowns, gaining the attention of major college programs. In his senior year, Newton was rated a five-star prospect by Rivals.com, the No. 2 dual-threat quarterback in the nation, and the 14th quarterback and 28th player overall. He received scholarship offers from Florida, Georgia, Maryland, Ole Miss, Mississippi State, Oklahoma, and Virginia Tech. He committed to the University of Florida at the beginning of his senior year, becoming part of the top-rated recruiting class in the country for 2007.

[image: Auburn-Alabama highlight the Thanksgiving football festivities in college  football - cleveland.com]Newton initially attended the University of Florida, where he was a member of the Florida Gators football team in 2007 and 2008. As a freshman in 2007, Newton beat out fellow freshman quarterback John Brantley as the back-up for eventual Heisman Trophy winner Tim Tebow. He played in five games, passing for 40 yards on 5-of-10 and rushing 16 times for 103 yards and three touchdowns. In January 2009, Newton transferred to Blinn College in Brenham, Texas, to play for head coach Brad Franchione, son of Dennis Franchione. That fall, he led his team to the 2009 NJCAA National Football Championship, throwing for 2,833 yards with 22 touchdowns and rushing for 655 yards. He was named a Juco All-America honorable mention and was the most recruited Juco quarterback in the country.

In the 2010 season, Newton led the team in passing yards with 2,854, threw 30 touchdown passes, which is an Auburn single season record, 1,473 yards rushing, 20 rushing touchdowns, 4,327 yards of total offense, which is a single season Auburn record and 50 total touchdowns, which is a single season Auburn record. Newton led the Tigers to the 2010 National Championship with a 22-19 win over Oregon in the BCS National Championship Game. Newton became the first SEC player to ever throw for 2,000 yards and rush for 1,000 yards in a single season. In addition to winning the John W. Heisman Memorial Trophy, Newton also was awarded the Maxwell Award, the Walter Camp Award, the Davey O'Brien Award, the Manning Award and Associated Press Player of the Year Award. Newton was a first team All-SEC player and a consensus All-American. After the season, Newton was the #1 overall draft pick of the Carolina Panthers in the NFL. In 2015 he was named the NFL Most Valuable Player by the Associated Press and led the Panthers to Super Bowl 50, where they lost to the Denver Broncos.
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1st Team All-Americans
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	Name

	Position

	Years

	
	Name

	Position

	Years




	Jimmy Hitchcock

	HB

	1932†

	
	Kurt Crain

	LB

	1987




	Walter Gilbert

	C

	1937

	
	Stacy Searels

	OT

	1987




	Monk Gafford

	RB

	1942

	
	Tracy Rocker

	DT

	1987†, 1988‡




	Caleb "Tex" Warrington

	C

	1944

	
	Walter Reeves

	TE

	1988




	Travis Tidwell

	RB

	1949

	
	Benji Roland

	DT

	1988




	Jim Pyburn

	WR

	1954

	
	Ed King

	OG

	1989, 1990‡




	Joe Childress

	RB

	1955

	
	Craig Ogletree

	LB

	1989




	Frank D'Agostino

	T

	1955

	
	David Rocker

	DT

	1990†




	Fob James

	RB

	1955

	
	Wayne Gandy

	OT

	1993†




	Jimmy Phillips

	DE

	1957‡

	
	Terry Daniel

	P

	1993†




	Zeke Smith

	OG

	1958†, 1959

	
	Brian Robinson

	SS

	1994†




	Jackie Burkett

	C

	1958

	
	Frank Sanders

	WR

	1994




	Ken Rice

	OT

	1959, 1960†

	
	Chris Shelling

	SS

	1994




	Ed Dyas

	RB

	1960

	
	Victor Riley

	OT

	1997




	Jimmy Sidle

	RB

	1963

	
	Takeo Spikes

	LB

	1997




	Tucker Frederickson

	RB

	1964†

	
	Damon Duval

	PK

	2001†




	Jack Thornton

	DT

	1965

	
	Karlos Dansby

	LB

	2003




	Bill Cody

	LB

	1965

	
	Marcus McNeill

	OT

	2004, 2005†




	Freddie Hyatt

	WR

	1967

	
	Carlos Rogers

	CB

	2004†




	David Campbell

	DT

	1968

	
	Junior Rosegreen

	SS

	2004




	Buddy McClinton

	DB

	1969†

	
	Carnell Williams

	RB

	2004




	Larry Willingham

	DB

	1970†

	
	Ben Grubbs

	OG

	2006




	Pat Sullivan

	QB

	1970, 1971‡

	
	Cam Newton

	QB

	2010†




	Terry Beasley

	WR

	1970, 1971‡

	
	Lee Ziemba

	OT

	2010†




	Mike Fuller

	S

	1974

	
	Nick Fairley

	DT

	2010†




	Ken Bernich

	LB

	1974†

	
	Steven Clark

	P

	2011




	Neil O'Donoghue

	PK

	1976

	
	Tre Mason

	RB

	2013




	Keith Uecker

	OG

	1981

	
	Chris Davis

	PR

	2013




	Bob Harris

	SS

	1982

	
	Reese Dismukes

	C

	2014†




	Donnie Humphrey

	DT

	1983

	
	Carl Lawson

	DE

	2016




	Gregg Carr

	LB

	1984†

	
	Braden Smith

	OG

	2017




	Bo Jackson

	RB

	1983†, 1985‡

	
	Jeff Holland

	LB

	2017




	Lewis Colbert

	P

	1985

	
	Daniel Carlson

	PK

	2017




	Ben Tamburello

	C

	1986‡

	
	Carlton Davis

	CB

	2017




	Brent Fullwood

	RB

	1986‡

	
	Derrick Brown

	DT

	2019‡




	Aundray Bruce

	LB

	1987†

	
	
	
	



	† Consensus All-American

	
	
	
	‡ Unanimous All-American
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Bowl Games
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Auburn has played in 47 Bowl Games {Postseason} and has 24-21-2 record.




	12/30/2023

	AUBURN

	vs

	MARYLAND

	L

	Music City Bowl




	12/28/2021

	AUBURN {6-6}

	vs

	#20 HOUSTON {11-2}

	L

	Birmingham Bowl




	1/1/2021

	AUBURN (6-5)

	vs

	#15 NORTHWESTERN (7-2)

	L

	Capital One Bowl




	1/1/2020

	#9 AUBURN (9-4)

	vs

	#16 MINNESOTA (11-2)

	L

	Outback Bowl




	12/28/2018

	AUBURN (8-5)

	vs

	PURDUE (6-7)

	W

	Music City Bowl




	1/1/2018

	AUBURN (10-4)

	vs

	CENTRAL FLORIDA (13-0)

	L

	Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl




	1/2/2017

	AUBURN (8-4)

	vs

	OKLAHOMA (10-2)

	L

	Sugar Bowl




	12/30/2015

	AUBURN (7-6)

	vs

	MEMPHIS (9-4)

	W

	Birmingham Bowl




	1/1/2015

	AUBURN (8-5)

	vs

	WISCONSIN (11-3)

	L

	Outback Bowl




	1/6/2014

	#2 AUBURN (12-2)

	vs

	#1 FLORIDA STATE (14-0)

	L

	BCS Championship




	12/31/2011

	AUBURN (8-5)

	vs

	VIRGINIA (8-5)

	W

	Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl




	1/10/2011

	#1 AUBURN (14-0)

	vs

	OREGON (13-1)

	W

	BCS Championship




	1/1/2010

	AUBURN (8-5)

	vs

	NORTHWESTERN (8-5)

	W

	Outback Bowl




	12/31/2007

	AUBURN (9-4)

	vs

	CLEMSON (9-4)

	W

	Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl




	1/1/2007

	AUBURN (11-2)

	vs

	NEBRASKA (9-5)

	W

	Cotton Bowl




	1/2/2006

	AUBURN (9-3)

	vs

	WISCONSIN (10-3)

	L

	Capital One Bowl




	1/3/2005

	AUBURN (13-0)

	vs

	VIRGINIA TECH (10-3)

	W

	Sugar Bowl




	12/31/2003

	AUBURN (8-5)

	vs

	WISCONSIN (7-6)

	W

	Music City Bowl




	1/1/2003

	AUBURN (9-4)

	vs

	PENN STATE (9-4)

	W

	Capital One Bowl




	12/31/2001

	AUBURN (7-5)

	vs

	NORTH CAROLINA (8-5)

	L

	Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl




	1/1/2001

	AUBURN (9-4)

	vs

	MICHIGAN (9-3)

	L

	Florida Citrus Bowl




	1/2/1998

	AUBURN (10-3)

	vs

	CLEMSON (7-5)

	W

	Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl




	12/31/1996

	AUBURN (8-4)

	vs

	ARMY (10-2)

	W

	Independence Bowl




	1/1/1996

	AUBURN (8-4)

	vs

	PENN STATE (9-3)

	L

	Outback Bowl




	12/29/1990

	AUBURN (8-3-1)

	vs

	INDIANA (6-5-1)

	W

	Peach Bowl




	1/1/1990

	AUBURN (10-2)

	vs

	OHIO STATE (8-4)

	W

	Hall of Fame Bowl




	1/2/1989

	AUBURN (10-2)

	vs

	FLORIDA STATE (11-1)

	L

	Sugar Bowl




	1/1/1988

	AUBURN (9-1-2)

	vs

	SYRACUSE (11-0-1)

	T

	Sugar Bowl




	1/1/1987

	AUBURN (10-2)

	vs

	USC (7-5)

	W

	Florida Citrus Bowl




	1/1/1986

	AUBURN (8-4)

	vs

	TEXAS A&M (10-2)

	L

	Cotton Bowl




	12/27/1984

	AUBURN (9-4)

	vs

	ARKANSAS (7-4-1)

	W

	Liberty Bowl




	1/2/1984

	AUBURN (11-1)

	vs

	MICHIGAN (9-3)

	W

	Sugar Bowl




	12/18/1982

	AUBURN (9-3)

	vs

	BOSTON COLLEGE (8-3-1)

	W

	Tangerine Bowl




	12/30/1974

	AUBURN (10-2)

	vs

	TEXAS (8-4)

	W

	Gator Bowl




	12/29/1973

	AUBURN (6-6)

	vs

	MISSOURI (8-4)

	L

	Sun Bowl




	12/30/1972

	AUBURN (10-1)

	vs

	COLORADO (8-4)

	W

	Gator Bowl




	1/1/1972

	AUBURN (9-2)

	vs

	OKLAHOMA (11-1)

	L

	Sugar Bowl




	1/2/1971

	AUBURN (9-2)

	vs

	MISSISSIPPI (7-4)

	W

	Gator Bowl




	12/31/1969

	AUBURN (8-3)

	vs

	HOUSTON (9-2)

	L

	Bluebonnet Bowl




	12/28/1968

	AUBURN (7-4)

	vs

	ARIZONA (8-3)

	W

	Sun Bowl




	12/18/1965

	AUBURN (5-5-1)

	vs

	MISSISSIPPI (7-4)

	L

	Liberty Bowl




	1/1/1964

	AUBURN (9-2)

	vs

	NEBRASKA (10-1)

	L

	Orange Bowl




	12/31/1955

	AUBURN (8-2-1)

	vs

	VANDERBILT (8-3)

	L

	Gator Bowl




	12/31/1954

	AUBURN (8-3)

	vs

	BAYLOR (7-4)

	W

	Gator Bowl




	1/1/1954

	AUBURN (7-3-1)

	vs

	TEXAS TECH (11-1)

	L

	Gator Bowl




	1/1/1938

	AUBURN (6-2-3)

	vs

	MICHIGAN STATE (8-2)

	W

	Orange Bowl




	1/1/1937

	AUBURN (7-2-2)

	vs

	Villanova (7-2-1)

	T

	Bacardi Bowl
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​Former Stadiums and Field
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Drake Field {1911-1939}

[image: Drake Field.jpg]Drake field was the home field of the Auburn University Tigers football team. The stadium was also home to the Auburn University Tigers baseball team from 1911 through 1949, and the Auburn High School Tigers football team from 1911 through 1920 and 1935 through 1939. It had a capacity of 7,550 in 1939. Drake Field was named for John Hodges Drake III, who served as the college physician from 1873 until 1926 and who donated the land for the field. The field was inaugurated on October 7, 1911 with the college football team's 29-0 win over Mercer.

[image: Hidden History: Rickwood Field, America's Oldest Ballpark, built on  Birmingham memories]Rickwood Stadium {1912-1927}

Rickwood Field also hosted college football games. From 1912 to 1927 the Auburn Tigers played some of their home games in Rickwood.

Cramton Bowl {1923-1953}

[image: Cramton Bowl - Wikipedia]Cramton Bowl also provided a location for Auburn home games in the capital city. The Tigers played home games at Cramton Bowl in the 1923 through the 1953 season.
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Legion Field {1926-1991} 

[image: image]Also known as “The Gray Lady” and “The Football Capital of the South”.  The stadium is named in honor of the American Legion, a U.S. organization of military veterans and opened in 1927. Since the 2004 removal of the upper deck, Legion Field seats approximately 71,594 spectators. At its peak it seated 83,091 people for football and had the name "Football Capital of the South" emblazoned from the facade on its upper deck.

In the stadium's first event, 16,800 fans watched Howard College (now known as Samford University) shutout Birmingham-Southern College 9–0 on November 19, 1927. Auburn also used Legion Field for some home games well into the 1970s due to the larger capacity and the difficulty in traveling to Auburn for most of the 20th century. Auburn played all home games against Tennessee at Legion Field until 1978, except in 1974, when the game was played in Auburn. Auburn also played all home games against Georgia Tech at Legion Field until 1970. Auburn played its last home game at Legion Field in 1991.

[image: Plans for aging stadium collide with Alabama law protecting Confederate  monuments - al.com]Ladd Peebles Stadium {1948-1955}

Ladd–Peebles Stadium is in Mobile, Alabama. Opened 73 years ago in 1948, it has a seating capacity of 33,471. Ladd–Peebles Stadium also played host to numerous other major college games over the years. Auburn played eight games at Ladd from 1948 to 1955, playing the likes of Clemson, Florida, and Ole Miss.

––––––––
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Jordan-Hare Stadium {1939-present}

[image: Jordan-Hare Stadium west.jpg]The stadium is named for Ralph "Shug" Jordan, who owns the most wins in school history, and Cliff Hare, a member of Auburn's first football team as well as Dean of the Auburn University School of Chemistry and President of the Southern Conference. On November 19, 2005, the playing field at the stadium was named in honor of former Auburn coach and athletic director Pat Dye. The venue is now known as Pat Dye Field at Jordan–Hare Stadium. The stadium reached its current seating capacity of 87,451 with the 2004 expansion and is the 10th largest stadium in the NCAA. By the end of the 2006 season, it was estimated that 19,308,753 spectators had attended a football game in Jordan–Hare. For years, it has been a fixture on lists of best gameday atmospheres and most intimidating places to play.

Before 1939, Auburn played its home games at Drake Field, a bare-bones facility seating only 700 people in temporary bleachers. With such a tiny capacity, Auburn was only able to play one game on campus per year, and frequently had to play many of its "home" games at neutral sites. By the 1930s, school officials realized that Auburn had long since outgrown Drake Field, and felt chagrin at having to play "home" games 

at Birmingham's Legion Field, Montgomery's Cramton Bowl, and even Memorial Stadium in Columbus, Georgia. More or less out of necessity, they decided to build a permanent stadium. 

The stadium, then known as Auburn Stadium, hosted its first game on November 10, 1939, between the Auburn and Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets football freshmen teams. While the school was officially known as Alabama Polytechnic Institute until 1960, it had been popularly known as "Auburn" for years, and the decision to name the stadium as such reflected this. The stadium was dedicated on Thanksgiving Day (November 30) 1939 before the first varsity game played in the stadium, a 7–7 tie with the University of Florida under Auburn head coach Jack Meagher. The Gators had to dress at their hotel in Opelika because the stadium's adjoining field house was still under construction. The Auburn-Florida game was originally scheduled for December 2, 1939 in Montgomery. The game was rescheduled in order for the stadium to be dedicated on Thanksgiving Day, Auburn officials seemingly wanting the significance of the occasion to dovetail with America's established Thanksgiving Day football tradition
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​Rivalries
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Alabama {Iron Bowl}

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/fd/Iron_bowl_feb_1893.jpg/250px-Iron_bowl_feb_1893.jpg]As the rivalry, which started in 1893, was played for many years at Legion Field in Birmingham, Alabama, the name "Iron Bowl" comes from Birmingham's historic role in the steel industry. Auburn Coach Ralph "Shug" Jordan is credited with coining it—when asked by reporters in 1964 how he would deal with the disappointment of not taking his team to a bowl game, he responded, "We've got our bowl game. We have it every year. It's the Iron Bowl in Birmingham." Alabama and Auburn played their first football game in Lakeview Park in Birmingham, Alabama, on February 22, 1893. Auburn won 32–22, before an estimated crowd of 5,000. Alabama considered the game to be the final matchup of the 1892 season while Auburn recorded it as the first matchup of 1893.

The series was suspended after the 1907 game. The Alabama–Auburn series was originally thought to have been discontinued in response to violence both on the field and among fans during and after the 1907 game. Other sources say the game was canceled due to a disagreement between the schools on how much per diem to allow players for the trip to Birmingham, how many players each school should bring, and where to find officials. By the time all these matters were resolved, it was too late to play in 1908. During 1947, the Alabama House of Representatives passed a resolution encouraging both universities to "make possible the inauguration of a full athletic program between the two schools". But the resolution did not have the effect of law, the schools still could not agree, the Legislature threatened to withhold state funding. In April 1948, Alabama president John Gallalee and Auburn president Ralph B. Draughon met and agreed to renew the series in 1948 and for the following 1949 season. It was agreed that the games would be played as a neutral site series in Birmingham. Legion Field held 47,000 fans in 1948, dwarfing both Tuscaloosa's Denny Stadium (31,000) and Auburn Stadium (15,000; expanded to 21,500 and renamed Cliff Hare Stadium in 1949). Also, it is believed Alabama refused to travel to Auburn, citing poor roads and the small size of Hare Stadium. Alabama was joined in this sentiment by the Tennessee Volunteers (who refused to play in Auburn until 1974) and Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets (who did not travel to Auburn from 1900 to 1970). Auburn played its last home game at Legion Field, outside of the Iron Bowl, in 1978 against Tennessee.

Alabama has a winning record against all Southeastern Conference teams and leads the series with Auburn 47–37–1. The game was traditionally played on Thanksgiving weekend, but in 1993, the schools agreed to move the game up to the week before Thanksgiving to give themselves a bye for a potential SEC Championship Game berth. In 2007 the conference voted to disallow any team from having a bye before the league championship game, returning the game to its traditional Thanksgiving weekend spot.
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