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These words have been selected quite carefully. They have been selected carefully now, just as they have been selected carefully at various points over the past three decades or so. At the time, they were selected for the way they fitted tunes in my head; tunes which would become, with the addition of these words, songs. These songs were then recorded in a variety of locations with a variety of people on a variety of occasions. The one constant is that they were written by Johny Nocash.
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Johny Nocash was born in the late 1980s, into the body of a teenager growing up in the industrial north west of England. His hometown, once agricultural, later founded on weaving and coal, was now more akin to overspill for the continued expansion of Manchester. His parents were working class, one trained as a teacher before finding a spiritual home and workplace in the library; the other trained as a tailor’s cutter, rose through middle management, then chose to carry coffins and put his tailoring skills to practical use in the embalming trade. Johny was proud - is proud of the background in which he grew up. Money was never abundant, but neither did the family go hungry. Sacrifices were made - a car-less family for several years, the local phone box was as good a way of communicating as writing a letter and seemed to suffice, Live Aid was watched in black and white - but the importance of education and family was never compromised.
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