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In Crisis Situations The student who had once been a sniper always found a solution, especially in moments when everything seemed lost, but in that last moment when he avoided collapse, he liked to look his death in the face with the elegance of a man who grants himself this privilege of being calm and lucid in the face of nothingness. He had learned this on the front in missions in Syria, especially at Mount Onion, a fortress where two platoons of legionnaires had survived a prolonged siege by several thousand Shiites, the legionnaires being led by the legendary Colonel Le Loup-Gris, a name that was actually a nickname. He never knew this man's real name, although they continued to meet in Paris at the Hôtel des Invalides after they had gone into the reserves.

When it came to training, the colonel would whisper in his ear:

- Millions of devils, if you want to learn something, kid, when you hunt in a pack, pay attention to the gray wolf, Le Loup-Gris. Imitate what he does, kid. Learn, millions and millions of devils. Learn or die, but if you die, dress nicely when you meet the Lady with the Scythe, she is still a lady.
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