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CHAPTER ONE

Journey into the Unknown
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Three, two, one, and the ship dropped out of warp. The Starship Unity had just arrived in the Wolf 1069 system as the first visitors to an Earth like planet.

“Welcome to the Wolf 1069 system. Any threats detected?” asked the captain.

“No threats detected, Captain, “replied the ships AI.

“Thank you, Mr Spock. Please update the log with the ship’s status and details of our arrival?” Has contact been made with the probes?” 

“Log updated and both probes are currently transferring their data to our archives.”

“Thank you.” Turning to the crew, “Everyone go get refreshments and meet in the conference room in fifteen minutes? Mr Spock you have the conn?” 

The crew left the bridge and headed to the canteen for a hot drink and sandwiches before heading to the conference room. The conference room had a U-shaped table with a big screen on the wall and a holoprojector in the middle of the table. Each member of staff had their own place at the table with a computer set up for their area of expertise. From here they could access their departmental areas and if needed even run the ship.

––––––––
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Reconvening the Captain started the proceedings, “Mr Spock, make the required flight adjustments to arrive in high orbit over the planet terminator at 9 am in two days’ time?”

“Course and speed adjusted. The flight plan is in on your screen, Captain?”

“Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen welcome to Wolf 1069?” said the captain with smile. “I shall now hand over to Professor Foster. Amy the mission is now yours?”

“Thank you, Peter. The plan for the next couple of days is to review the probe sensor data and amend testing protocols if needed. We will continue to start with the basics and work our way forward from the data obtained. There should not be any preconceptions of what we will find on the planet. Everyone will set up and do their own testing protocols and nightly we will all meet up and review the days findings and what the data shows. From this meeting the next days activities will be discussed and agreed. Any questions?” said Amy.

There was a chorus of No’s and shaking heads from assembled crew.

“Good. Shall we get a summary of the data?” said an excited Amy looking at the smiling audience.

“Mr Spock, could put the holoprojection of the planet up and a summary of findings on the main screen please.”

A four-foot rotating planet appeared between the arms of the table and the big screen lit up and data appeared on screen. Everyone was mesmerised by the projection and was amazed at the topography.

“Look at that, volcanoes and they seem to be in lines. Plate tectonics looks possible,” said Amy.

The Biomedical Scientist, Alexander (Sandy) Stewart asked, “I have to ask, any signs of life either on the surface or from the chemical scans, Mr Spock?”

“No signs of life on the surface nor were chemical markers detected that we associate with life. There is liquid and solid water on the surface,” replied Mr Spock.

“Could the atmospheric conditions and temperature ranges for the light and dark side be sent to my computer please,” asked Sandy.

“I have sent the required data and included the chemicals detected in the air.”

The crew spent the rest of the day reviewing data and discussing their first thoughts and of any potential findings. 

After breakfast, the crew assembled in the conference room and Amy started the meeting.

“Morning, everyone. As we have all seen there has been an update. Regardless of this we will continue as planned while reviewing the latest information and adding new testing protocols to the list. Today I think it should be the priority to evaluate a probe and dropship in the atmosphere to gather data before landing a ship as a base. The probe is to be tasked to do a grid search chemical scan of the area around the terminator and the proposed landing site. Anyone have anything to add?” asked Amy.

Noone had anything to add. “Thank you everyone.”, and the crew headed to their departments to start work.

Back in the laboratory he started to note the information they had been able to glean so far from the probe data. They now know that the planet has a weak magnetic field and an atmosphere. The atmosphere was found to be Nitrogen (80%), Oxygen (15%), CO2 (4%) with a mixture of gases making up the final 1%. Due to the temperature differences between the day and night sides there is regular storms with high winds driven by the planetary temperature gradient. Temperatures ranged from sub zero to about 20 degrees centigrade so the best location to set up camp would be near the terminator. From this there may be the possibility of life based on DNA but being tidal locked may make it difficult to find due the temperature extremes. The terminator would have the best chance of finding DNA or even the molecules that may be a precursor for DNA.
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CHAPTER TWO

Pre-Mission
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After decades of scientific discoveries, it was now possible to build a warp drive spaceship. The discovery of warp drive, fusion power, shield technology and artificial gravity triggered the advances in space travel. After years of probe designs and testing resulting that resulted in many failed attempts, the development of a working Warp One ship was completed.

The first Warp One drive probe was sent to Pluto. As it was a five and half hour fight, the trial was to jump to Pluto and to do detailed scans of the planetoid before returning to Earth. 

This twenty-four-hour mission had the following aims: - 


	To prove the engines could perform the two specified jumps.

	Confirm the ship hull can keep integrity during Warp One travel.

	Find the accuracy of the navigation.

	Functionality of the shields

	To evaluate the cameras and scientific equipment for orbital observations.

	To assess the controlling AI to conduct the mission tasks









The probe returned as programmed and the AI transferred the data to the relevant departments. An engineering team scanned the hull and checked all the equipment for any damage. After being given a clean bill of health this mission was repeated another four times. With the success of this mission and the successful completion of the aims, a new mission was commissioned. This new mission had the same aims but this time the target planet was Farfarout, eighteen hours away at Warp One. This mission was also a twenty-four-hour mission in orbit of the planet to perform scientific experiments. 

Once all the tests had been completed there was a period of review of the data and to redesign the probe and to design and build a starship. The probes were designed to have a standard design that would have interchangeable bodies. These modules were designed for specific functions such as orbital communications, planet observation with scanning capability and scientific analyses. 

Further testing was performed by sending the probes further and on more repeated trips to figure out how the hull and engines hold up and to catalogue any faults or damage incurred. The scientific teams were creating the modules to perform orbital observations. As testing progressed probes were developed to enter the atmosphere and either fly or to land on the surface.
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