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Football Wonderkids: Christian Pulisic

Captain America and the Rise of a Football Dream

Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Wonderkids Universe (Harald Sesselmann)

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept. All player names are used for educational purposes.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide

[image: Maily spielt Fußball im Sonnenschein]

Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

Under the Lights

The stadium lights in San Siro glowed like burning stars as Christian Pulisic stepped onto the field, the roar of tens of thousands shaking the air. Red-and-black flags of AC Milan waved everywhere, creating a sea of color that felt alive. Children in the stands held up signs with his name, hoping to catch a glimpse of their hero. The ball rolled to his feet, and the crowd leaned forward as if the whole stadium was breathing with him. Pulisic took a quick touch, then another, gliding past a defender with the smoothness of a dancer. Fans exploded with cheers. Cameras zoomed in. Commentators shouted his name with excitement. Parents whispered to their kids that they were watching one of the most magical American players of all time, and the newspaper La Gazzetta dello Sport schrieb im Matchbericht: ‘Pulisic shines like a star across Europe’. On nights like this, you could feel something special in the air — the sense that a game could become a story, and a player could become an inspiration.

––––––––
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A Worldwide Journey Begins

But this moment under the Italian lights was only the newest chapter in a long, winding journey that began far from Milan. Pulisic’s story stretched across continents — from quiet streets in Pennsylvania to academies in Germany, from intense Premier League battles in London to the legendary atmosphere of Serie A. Everywhere he went, he carried the same traits: speed, courage, creativity, and a desire to prove that dreams could travel across oceans. Kids in America watched him and believed that they could make it too. Coaches studied his movements. Fans admired the way he mixed power with elegance. And Pulisic himself kept one simple promise in his heart: no matter where he played or how big the stage became, he would always stay brave, stay humble, and stay true to the joy that first made him fall in love with football.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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Growing Up in Pennsylvania

Christian Pulisic was born on September 18, 1998, in Hershey, Pennsylvania, a place best known for chocolate factories, quiet neighborhoods, and wide green fields. But for Christian, Hershey became something else entirely — the starting point of a journey that would one day take him to stadiums packed with cheering fans around the world. His parents, Mark and Kelly Pulisic, were both deeply connected to the game. Mark had played professional indoor soccer and later coached, while Kelly played and loved the sport throughout her life. Football wasn’t just a hobby in the Pulisic family — it was part of their rhythm, their conversations, their weekends, and their dreams. Christian grew up with a ball at his feet, dribbling between furniture, kicking softly against garage walls, and racing across backyard grass that became his first little stadium. Even as a toddler, he showed unusual balance. While other kids tripped over their shoelaces, Christian darted forward with surprising control. His parents smiled as they watched him, noticing how naturally he moved. One day, when he was still small, a neighbor saw him weaving between cones in the backyard and said, “He’s different. You can see it already.” And they could.

A Family of Football Minds

From the beginning, Christian’s childhood revolved around play — joyful, creative, free. He didn’t develop his skills through strict drills or pressure. Instead, his parents encouraged him to explore, experiment, and enjoy the game. On sunny days, they drove to local fields where Christian chased the ball with older kids and practiced feints he saw on television. On rainy afternoons, he watched clips of his heroes and tried to mimic every turn. Mark, who understood the game deeply, never forced him into training. Instead, he offered guidance in small, gentle ways. He taught Christian how to shield the ball, how to dribble with both feet, and how to stay calm while running at full speed. Kelly encouraged him to stay confident and express himself, telling him, “Play your way. Be brave.” These messages shaped his personality as much as his technique. Christian learned early that football wasn’t about being perfect — it was about being fearless. That fearless approach would become one of the defining features of his style, whether he was playing in Pennsylvania, Germany, England, or Italy.

Little Leagues and Big Dreams

When Christian joined his first youth teams, coaches noticed something remarkable. He wasn’t just fast — he understood the game in ways unusual for his age. He found empty spaces before defenders reacted. He accelerated at the perfect moment. He dribbled with a smooth rhythm that made the ball seem glued to his feet. During tournaments, parents from other teams gathered on the sidelines to watch “the kid with the lightning steps,” and local newspapers occasionally mentioned him in small sections saying, wie der Hershey Chronicle schrieb, dass er “für sein Alter ein außergewöhnliches Talent” sei. Christian didn’t chase attention. He simply loved the feeling of running with the ball. After games, he practiced alone while others packed up. He placed cones in zig-zag lines, weaving through them again and again, imagining himself in famous European stadiums. When he scored, he stretched his arms out and celebrated as if thousands were cheering. Those moments of pretend joy built the confidence he would later need on real stages.
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