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The alarm blared at 5:30 AM, yanking me out of a restless sleep. I groaned, slapped the snooze button, and stared at the ceiling for a few seconds, summoning the energy to face another day. Rolling out of bed, I shuffled to the bathroom, splashed cold water on my face, and caught a glimpse of myself in the mirror. Dark circles under my eyes, a perpetual frown. Typical.

By 6:00 AM, I was dressed and heading out the door, the chill of the morning air waking me up slightly. The walk to the café was short, a few blocks through the quiet streets before the city fully woke up. I liked this part of the day, the calm before the storm. It gave me a moment to brace myself.

The café was already buzzing when I arrived. I tied on my apron, greeted the other early-shift baristas with a curt nod, and got to work. The grind of the espresso machine, the hiss of the steamer, and the chatter of customers filled the air. I immersed myself in the routine, finding solace in the predictability of it all.

"Good morning, Ethan," a regular greeted me with a smile that I couldn’t quite muster the energy to return.

"Morning," I replied, barely looking up. Small talk wasn’t my thing. I focused on the orders, efficiently making lattes, cappuccinos, and frappuccinos without missing a beat. Each interaction was brief, just enough to be polite but not enough to invite further conversation. It was better this way. Safe.

I glanced at the clock. 8:00 AM. The rush would start soon. More people, more noise. I steeled myself, preparing to face the onslaught of customers. Each one with their own story, their own life, while mine felt like it was on a perpetual loop. Wake up, work, go home, sleep. Repeat.

Despite my grumpy exterior, I wasn’t immune to the ache of loneliness. I saw couples come in together, friends laughing over their morning coffee, and I couldn’t help but feel a pang of envy. But the idea of coming out, of letting people see who I really was, terrified me. The fear of rejection, of losing whatever stability I had, kept me locked in this routine.

I took a deep breath and forced myself to focus. Love was a luxury I couldn’t afford. Not now, maybe not ever. The best I could hope for was to get through the day without any complications.

But deep down, hidden behind the gruff exterior, was a tiny flicker of hope. Hope that maybe, one day, I’d find someone who understood me. Someone who saw past the grumpiness and accepted me for who I was. But for now, it was just a distant dream, one I couldn’t afford to dwell on. There were drinks to make, customers to serve, and a long day ahead.

"Next!" I called out, forcing a semblance of a smile as I greeted the next customer. The day went on, one order at a time, one interaction at a time, as I buried my thoughts and focused on the task at hand.
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My alarm went off at 6:00 AM, but I was already awake, lying in bed and listening to the birds chirping outside my window. Mornings were my favorite time of day—a fresh start, full of possibilities. I stretched, smiled at the ceiling, and hopped out of bed.

By 6:30 AM, I was showered, dressed, and ready to tackle the day. My apartment was small but bright, filled with plants and colorful artwork. I grabbed a quick breakfast—yogurt and granola—before heading out the door. The city was starting to wake up, and I loved the energy of it all.

The walk to the office was always invigorating. I greeted everyone I passed, from the newspaper vendor on the corner to the barista at the café where I stopped every morning for my usual strawberry frappuccino. The barista, Ethan, always seemed so grumpy, but there was something about him that intrigued me. I vowed to myself that I’d get him to smile one of these days.

At work, I was the go-to guy for anything design-related. I loved my job as a graphic designer, turning ideas into visuals that made people happy. My desk was a riot of color, with sketches, notes, and inspirational quotes pinned up all around. 
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