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Her caramel-colored eyes scanned over the sprawling city of Los Angeles. Over the past seven years, she'd started from practically nothing. It was just her and her father, trying to make her dream of being a singer become real. Now, here Liz Vega was, in a house in the hills overlooking the city.

One hand brushed her tanned arm, and she pulled her wavy brown hair behind her shoulders. She was a small girl, thin and only an inch or two taller than five feet. Despite her physique, she had a large presence in every room she entered. Her charisma and star power were undeniable.

As she continued to look out at the city, she sighed. She was only twenty-one and she had it all. Most of it, anyway. She was nominated for the album of the year. She had another album coming out in a week that she poured her heart and soul into. Millions loved her. So why did she feel so empty?

Liz's cell phone rang, startling her and bringing her back to reality. She looked at the caller ID. Of course.

"Hey, Jackie," she said, her voice echoing throughout the house.

Jackie was her manager. She saw the talent that Liz had and took her in. She was almost like a second mother to her. Especially since she barely knew her real mother. Shaking off that thought, she put her ear back to the phone.

"How are you doing, superstar? Feeling good?" Jackie asked.

"I'm great," Liz replied.

Jackie laughed. "You should be! So many blessings in your life right now! I just got a call from a representative from Yaral Industries. Have you ever heard of them?"

Liz paced around the living room. "No. I haven't."

"Me either. Apparently, they have a new energy drink coming out, and they want you to endorse it. It's called Xpect. And they want you to film a commercial for it today. The shoot's in a few hours," her manager explained.

"I...I don't know, Jackie. I don't know anything about this company or the drink. What if it's dangerous? What if it has bad side effects? I'd feel terrible putting my name behind that."

The pop star scratched an itch on her back as she waited for the response.

"I told them that you'd say something like that. And they told me to tell you how much they'd be paying you," Jackie said.

"How much?"

"Five million."

Liz's jaw hung open. That was insane for just one commercial.

"I'm in."

——————————————————————————————————————————————————-
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A few hours later, Jackie arrived at Liz's house, and then the two drove to the studio where the commercial was being filmed. Liz flipped through her phone, trying to find out anything about Yaral Industries.

"I don't know about this. I see nothing. Are you sure this is legitimate?" Liz asked.

Jackie looked over at her. She was nearly thirty years older than Liz, with glasses and brown hair that had a few streaks of gray in it. "I'd be surprised if it wasn't. I've been in this industry longer than you've been alive. I can smell a bogus deal when I see one. Ah, here we are."

The car turned into a parking lot. A mere few feet away was a decent-sized building. It seemed fairly new, with dark glass reflecting the rays of the sun to the ground.

"Wow..."Liz trailed.
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