
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


THE WAY BACK HOME

Isabella Hart


THE WAY BACK HOME

Copyright © 2026 by Isabella Hart

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are the product of the author's imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental.

First Edition: January 2026

ISBN: 979-8-XXXX-XXXX-X


INTRODUCTION

They say you can never go home again. But sometimes, life gives you no choice.

Mia Sullivan spent fifteen years building a life far away from Willow Creek—the small town where she grew up, where everyone knew her name, where her biggest dreams felt impossibly small.

But home has a way of calling you back. And sometimes, the person you left behind is still waiting.

This is a story about second chances and first loves. About the dreams we chase and the ones we leave behind.

This is the story of finding your way back home.
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The Call
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Mia Sullivan was in the middle of a contract negotiation when her phone started buzzing. She glanced at the screen—Mom calling—and sent it to voicemail.

Then her phone buzzed again. Mom calling. A third time.

Mia felt her stomach drop. Something was wrong.

"Excuse me," she said to the author across from her desk. "I need to take this."

She stepped into the hallway, heart racing.

"Mom? What's wrong?"

"Mia." Her mother's voice was shaking. "It's your father. He had a heart attack."

The world tilted.

"What? When? Is he—"

"He's alive. Stable. But it was serious. Triple bypass. He'll need months of recovery."
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