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            Welcome to my dirty brain.



    


Emily hadn't seen Juan in three years.

Not since that awful September night when their last fight cracked open whatever fragile thing had still been holding them together. She’d slammed the door, he’d never texted back, and they’d both agreed—without saying it—that it was done.

Until now.

He was standing in the hotel lobby, waiting at the check-in counter, looking unfairly good in a fitted navy button-down and black jeans. His jawline was more defined, his hair a little longer than she remembered, and those same dark brown eyes blinked up in disbelief when he saw her.

She froze.

“Emily?”

Her name in his voice made something twist in her gut. Sharp. Old. Still alive.

She gave a small, awkward wave. “Hey, Juan.”

He stepped away from the counter. “Wow. I didn’t know you were coming.”

“Claire invited me last-minute.” She gestured at her tote bag like it explained anything. “I needed a break. Figured a wedding weekend was as good a time as any.”

“You look good,” he said after a pause. “Different, but good.”

She tried to keep her smile casual. “You too. More beard. Less boy.”

He laughed softly. “Guilty.”

They stood there for a second too long, surrounded by the sterile hum of the lobby’s AC unit and a background chorus of suitcases rolling across tile.

The hotel clerk cleared her throat politely. “Sorry to interrupt, but there’s a small issue with your reservation.”
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