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INTRODUCTION & FOUNDATIONS

[image: ]






	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Reader’s Introduction – “A Letter to the Truth Seeker”
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Dear Reader,

If you are holding this book, something in you is searching.

Perhaps you've heard that certain Scriptures were forgotten, excluded, or even hidden. Perhaps you've sensed that the Bible you've always known might not be complete. Or maybe you're seeking God beyond the walls of religious traditions, beyond the filters of institutions.

This book is for you.

The Scriptures found in these pages come from the oldest living Christian tradition in the world: the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church. A tradition that never reduced its canon to Western standards, preserving sacred texts like Enoch, Jubilees, 1–3 Meqabyan, Baruch, The Ascension of Isaiah, and many more.

Here you’ll find heavenly visions, forgotten histories, hidden wisdom, and powerful prayers. You’ll also find questions, mystery, and tools.

We do not offer dogma. We offer an open door.

Read with a free heart—and let the Spirit guide you.

With reverence and care,

Charles Pazos 

How to Use This Book – A Guide for Sacred and Strategic Reading

This is not a conventional Bible. 

This is a sacred and historical collection that brings together lost revelations, apocryphal scriptures, prophetic visions, and writings excluded from the Western canon.

5

Who is this book for?

For those who want to uncover the truth beyond institutional filters. For those tired of vague or dogmatic answers.

For those who need a clear guide to navigate complex scriptures.

Where should I begin?

Here are three suggested paths:

1. Biblical Chronology Path

Start with Jubilees and 1 Enoch—they expand on Genesis. Continue with historical books like Meqabyan, Esdras, and Baruch. Then read the wisdom books Sirach, Wisdom of Solomon part of the Bonus "Deuterocanonical Books", and apostolic writings (1–2 Clement).

2. Spiritual Awakening Path

Begin with powerful prayers (part of the Bonus "Deuterocanonical Books"): The Prayer of Manasseh, The Prayer of Azariah, The Song of the Three Young Men. Then go into mystical texts: The Ascension of Isaiah, The Apocalypse of Peter, The Coptic Apocalypse of Paul. End with 1 Enoch for its heavenly visions and warnings.

3. Topical Study Path

Choose a theme: Heaven & Judgment: Enoch, Apocalypse of Peter.

Wisdom & Life Advice (part of the Bonus "Deuterocanonical Books"): Sirach, Wisdom of Solomon.

Resistance & Martyrdom: Meqabyan, Judith (part of the Bonus "Deuterocanonical Books").

Let your curiosity lead you, but return to the commentaries to stay grounded.
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a. Welcome to a Forgotten Canon

The Ethiopian Bible is not a fragment—it is a world.

For centuries, it preserved texts that the Western Church excluded. These are not modern discoveries—they are ancient witnesses that survived through devotion, not popularity.

In this chapter, we will explore:


	What makes the Ethiopian canon different.

	Why certain books were removed or lost in the West.

	Why this tradition matters now more than ever.

	What spiritual doors these texts open.



The journey you are about to take is not only biblical, but transformational. You are not just reading old texts. You are reclaiming pieces of the original faith.

Let’s begin this sacred journey together.
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b. Why These Books Were Excluded
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The question echoes through time: Why were these sacred books removed—or never included—in the Western Bible?

The answer is not simple, and certainly not always spiritual. Politics, power struggles, theological disagreements, and cultural biases all played a role.

The process of forming the "canon" of Scripture in the West was long, messy,  and deeply human. Many early Christian communities read and revered  these  texts.  Some  were  even  quoted  by  Church  Fathers.  Others 

were used in prayer, teaching, and public worship.

But over time, certain books were labeled "heretical," "non-authoritative," 

or  simply  "inconvenient."  Councils  met.  Debates  raged.  Decisions  were 

made. And slowly, a smaller and more controlled list of books emerged.

Key Reasons for Exclusion:

1. Doctrinal Conflict

Some books—like 1 Enoch—contain visions of fallen angels, multiple heavens, and prophecies that didn’t align with later orthodoxy. Church leaders feared these would confuse the faithful or contradict emerging doctrines.

2. Cultural & Geographic Bias

Many of these texts were preserved in Ethiopia, Egypt, or other eastern regions. As Roman Christianity became dominant, texts outside its influence were often dismissed as “foreign.”

3. Lack of Greek or Latin Manuscripts

The Western Church depended heavily on texts preserved in Greek and Latin. Books that only survived in Ge’ez, Coptic, or Aramaic were left out simply because they were unavailable or unreadable to Western scholars.

4. The Politics of Unity

By the 4th century, the Roman Empire sought a unified faith. Controlling which books were considered “sacred” was a way to control the narrative—and the people.

These texts were not removed because they lacked truth. They were removed because they carried a truth that was dangerous to some.

By recovering and reading these scriptures today, we are not inventing a new gospel—we are returning to a fuller one.
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c. The Ethiopian Orthodox Tradition – A Brief Historical Overview

[image: ]




Ethiopia is not just a footnote in biblical history—it is a living chapter.

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church is one of the oldest, most unbroken expressions of Christianity on Earth. While much of the world experienced waves of reformation, colonization, and canon revision, Ethiopia held firm to its ancient faith, ancient texts, and ancient practices.

This chapter will give you a historical lens through which to understand why the Ethiopian Bible is so unique—and why it matters today more than ever.

A Timeline of Sacred Continuity

1st Century A.D. – Tradition holds that Christianity arrived in Ethiopia through the evangelization of the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26–40), baptized by Philip the Apostle.

4th Century A.D. – Ethiopia adopts Christianity as its state religion under King Ezana—decades before Rome.

Early Centuries – Ethiopian monasteries become repositories of sacred texts in Ge’ez, preserving books lost elsewhere.

Middle Ages – While Europe burns heretics and edits canons, Ethiopia maintains a broader biblical collection—Jubilees, Enoch, Meqabyan, Sirach, Baruch, and more.

Modern Day – The Ethiopian canon contains 81 books, the largest Christian biblical canon in the world.

Why the Ethiopian Canon Survived

Geographic Isolation: Ethiopia's mountainous terrain helped protect it from external interference and colonization for centuries.

Liturgical Resilience: The Ethiopian Church built a liturgy around these 

books—they were not just read, but lived.

Spiritual Independence: Faith in Ethiopia was not filtered through Rome, Byzantium, or Geneva. It grew from its own apostolic roots.

A Faith That Bridges Africa, Israel, and Heaven

The Ethiopian Bible holds traditions that Western Christianity barely remembers:


	The Book of Enoch, referenced by Jude in the New Testament.

	The Book of Jubilees, once popular among the Dead Sea Scroll community.

	
1–3 Meqabyan, unknown to most Christians, but central to Ethiopian liturgy.



These are not marginal writings. They are pillars of an ancient worldview—a faith with deep African roots, Hebrew resonance, and heavenly reach.

To study the Ethiopian Bible is to reconnect with a faith before division—a time when Scripture was broader, deeper, and closer to its source.
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d. How to Read This Bible (and Why It’s Different)
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This is not a typical Bible.

It is not organized according to the Protestant, Catholic, or even Orthodox canon familiar to most readers.

Instead, this Bible reflects the Ethiopian Orthodox tradition—a tradition that preserved books long lost, ignored, or rejected by Western institutions. As a result, you’re not just reading more books—you’re stepping into a completely different structure of revelation.

What Makes This Bible Unique?

	
The Canon Is Larger and Older. 



The Ethiopian Bible contains 81 books, compared to 66 in the Protestant canon. This includes 1 Enoch, Jubilees, Meqabyan I–III, and more.



	
The Order Is Theological, Not Historical. 



Books are grouped by spiritual function rather than timeline—wisdom 

with wisdom, visions with visions, prayers with prayers.



	
Language Influences Meaning. 



Many texts were preserved in Ge’ez, not Latin or Greek. Their style is poetic, symbolic, often mystical—calling for reflection, not just analysis.



	
The Approach Is Devotional and Communal. 



Ethiopian Christianity reads Scripture liturgically, not just academically. These books are sung, recited, lived—not dissected.



Reading Tips for the Modern Truth-Seeker

Slow Down: These texts are not for speed-reading. Let them sink in.

Use the Commentaries: You’ll find reflections to help navigate unfamiliar passages.

Write in the Margins: Take notes, underline. Make it your journey.

Pray First: This is not just a study book—it’s a sacred experience.

Don’t Expect Closure: Some visions won’t be fully explained. Mystery is part of the message.

Come Back Often: A second reading may reveal what the first could not.

This Bible is not only meant to inform—it’s meant to transform.

The more you engage it with humility and hunger, the more it will speak to you.
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e. The Role of Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha in Ancient Faith
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Some call them “apocrypha.” Others say “pseudepigrapha.” Some dismiss them entirely. But the ancient world revered many of these writings—and so did early Christians.

This chapter will help you understand the difference between the terms, the reasons for exclusion, and the spiritual value of these books—especially in Ethiopian Christianity.

What Do These Terms Mean?


	
Apocrypha (from Greek ἀπόκρυφος): “Hidden” or “concealed” books. These were often considered valuable but not included in the main canon.

	
Pseudepigrapha (from Greek ψευδής + ἐπιγραφή): “Falsely attributed writings.” These books bear the names of biblical figures (like Enoch or Baruch), though they were written centuries later.



Western theology often mistrusted these books. But in ancient Judaism and early Christianity, they were studied, treasured, and quoted.

Why They Mattered Then—and Still Matter Now


	
They Preserve Ancient Teachings. Books like Jubilees and 1 Enoch offer deep insights into early Jewish thought, angelology, prophecy, and the worldview that shaped the New Testament.

	
They Fill In Historical Gaps. Many apocryphal texts explain events or themes that the canonical books mention but do not detail—such as what happened between the Testaments, or the fate of the fallen angels.

	
They Carry Spiritual Power. Ethiopian monks have prayed with these books for centuries. They are not academic footnotes—they are living Scriptures in their tradition.

	
They Resonate with Modern Seekers. People today are drawn to these texts because they speak to the heart: about justice, cosmic battles, divine mystery, and unseen truths.



Western Canon vs. Ethiopian Canon




	Category

	Western Bible

	Ethiopian Bible




	Books in Canon

	66 (Protestant)

	81




	Apocrypha Included

	Partial (Catholic/Orthodox)

	Full




	Pseudepigrapha Accepted

	No

	Yes (selected)




	Enoch, Jubilees, Meqabyan

	Excluded

	Canonical







These texts were not “forgotten by God”—they were forgotten by history.
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f. Map of Canonical Differences – Ethiopian vs. Western Bible
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Not all Bibles are created equal.

Depending on where you live—or what church tradition you follow—your Bible may contain 66, 73, or even 81 books.

The Ethiopian Orthodox Bible contains the largest number of canonical books in any Christian tradition. But what exactly makes it different from the Bibles most people know?

This chapter will offer a side-by-side comparison, helping you understand what was added, excluded, or retained across different traditions.

Canon Comparison Table



	Category

	Protestant Bible

	Catholic Bible

	
Ethiopian 

Bible






	Total Books

	66

	73

	81




	Old Testament

	39

	46

	46+




	New Testament

	27

	27

	35




	Apocrypha Included

	No

	Yes (partial)

	Yes (full)




	Unique Books

	
–
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	Tobit, Judith, Baruch, Maccabees

	Enoch, Jubilees, Meqabyan I–III, 4 Baruch, 1–2 Clement, Ascension of Isaiah, etc.






Notable Books Found Only in the Ethiopian Canon

1 Enoch – A prophetic and apocalyptic text with visions of heaven, angels, and judgment.

The Book of Jubilees – A retelling of Genesis with additional laws and a sacred calendar.

1–3 Meqabyan – Unique Ethiopian works unrelated to the Maccabees.

4 Baruch – Also called Paralipomena of Jeremiah.

The Ascension of Isaiah – A mystical account of heavenly realms and Messianic prophecy.

1–2 Clement – Early Christian epistles not preserved in most traditions.

The Coptic Apocalypse of Paul – A spiritual journey through the heavens.

Why These Differences Matter

	
They Change the Theological Landscape. 



Texts like Enoch and Jubilees reshape our understanding of angels, the afterlife, and the origin of sin.



	
They Offer a Wider Narrative. 



The Ethiopian canon preserves stories that fill gaps in the traditional biblical storyline.



	
They Reconnect Us with Early Christianity. 



Books like Clement and Ascension of Isaiah reflect beliefs held by early followers of Christ—long before canon laws were finalized.



Understanding what was left out is just as important as understanding what was kept. The Ethiopian Bible offers a fuller vision of the sacred.

To read apocryphal and pseudepigraphal books is not to stray from faith, but to recover its original breath and prophetic fire.
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g. About This Edition – Translation Approach & Editorial Principles
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This edition was not created to impress. It was created to serve—to honor the sacred, and to guide the seeker. Every decision made in the preparation of this Ethiopian Bible was guided by three core values: clarity, reverence, and authenticity.

Translation Philosophy

	
Faithfulness to the Source. 



Wherever possible, we consulted direct English translations from Ge'ez manuscripts. In cases where English versions were not available, we referenced trusted translations from Coptic, Greek, Latin, and Aramaic—always cross-checked with academic and liturgical sources.



	
Accessible but Sacred Language. 



The English used is modern and clear, but never casual. We avoided outdated English (like “thee” and “thou”) while preserving the poetic and reverent tone worthy of sacred texts.



	
Consistency Across Books. 



Many apocryphal texts suffer from inconsistent terminology. We carefully unified key theological and historical terms (e.g., “Most High,” “Son of Man,” “Sheol,” etc.) across books to avoid reader confusion.



Editorial Standards

	
Large Print, Thoughtfully Designed. 



This edition uses 16-point Palatino Linotype font, chosen for maximum readability—especially for older readers or those studying for long hours.



	
Clear Layout and Navigation. 



Each book is introduced by a short historical commentary, followed by the text itself. Headings, verse markers, and page layout are optimized for clarity.



	
Integrity and Transparency. 



Where a passage has textual uncertainty or variation, a footnote explains it. Where a book has multiple versions, this is noted in the introduction.



Our Commitment to You

This Bible is not the work of automation or casual compilation. It is the result of meticulous editing, sacred intention, and spiritual responsibility.

May this edition bring you not just information, but transformation.

Not just more pages, but deeper truth.
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PART I – EARLY SPIRITUAL TEXTS & LOST BOOKS
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1. The Book of Jubilees (Little Genesis)
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“In the days when the angels still walked among men,

the stories of the beginning were told not only in words—but in cycles, in signs, and in sacred time.”

The Book of Jubilees is one of the most revered and mysterious texts preserved in the Ethiopian canon. It retells the Book of Genesis—but through a lens that is more precise, more structured, and deeply cosmic.

What Is the Book of Jubilees?

Jubilees is a reworking of Genesis and part of Exodus, presented as a divine revelation given to Moses on Mount Sinai. Unlike Genesis, which flows through narrative, Jubilees recounts history in fixed cycles of 49 years—each known as a “jubilee.” Hence its name.

The structure is meticulous. Events are placed into exact years, months, and days, suggesting a celestial order behind all things.

Why Was It Revered?


	
Heavenly Source: The book claims to be dictated by an angel of the Presence, revealing secrets “hidden from the sons of men.”


	
Moral Clarity: It offers sharper judgments on actions—Cain, Esau, and the fallen angels are portrayed in clearer moral terms than in Genesis.


	
Sabbath Centrality: Jubilees fiercely defends the sanctity of the Sabbath, making it central to cosmic order.


	
Priestly Traditions: It aligns closely with the traditions later echoed in the Dead Sea Scrolls—suggesting it was held sacred by more than one ancient community.




Why It Was Forgotten


	Jubilees was likely excluded from the Western canon due to:

	Its non-Greek manuscript tradition (mostly preserved in Ge’ez and some Hebrew fragments).

	Its strong opposition to Gentile assimilation.



Its angelology and cosmic calendar, which clashed with mainstream theology.

Yet in Ethiopia, it remained canonical, chanted, and copied, preserved not in vaults—but in hearts.

How to Read Jubilees in This Edition


	You will notice exact dates, often down to the day.

	Stories may feel familiar—but they contain extra detail and spiritual nuance.

	Reflect on the patterns: Cycles of time, oaths, judgments, blessings. It’s a sacred rhythm.



Jubilees is not just a story of the past—It’s a sacred calendar of the eternal now.

There is a sacred rhythm beneath creation—one that most Bibles only hint at. The Book of Jubilees, long treasured in the Ethiopian tradition and largely forgotten in the West, invites the reader into a retelling of Genesis and the first half of Exodus that is more structured, more luminous, and deeply cosmic.

Known also as Little Genesis, this ancient text reorders biblical history into sabbatical cycles and forty-nine-year blocks called jubilees, each unfolding like the beat of a divine heart. Time here is not a backdrop—it is a theology. Events are not just remembered; they are measured, consecrated, aligned with heavenly patterns.

According to its narrative, the Book of Jubilees was given to Moses by the angel of the Presence while he was standing on Mount Sinai.

Its purpose is revelatory: to unveil truths that had been hidden from humankind until the appointed time. What you will find is both familiar and radically new. The characters are known—Adam and 

Eve,  Noah,  Abraham,  Jacob—but  the storie gain new gravity. Cain is not just a murderer, but a covenant-breaker. Esau’s betrayal is portrayed as prophetic. The fall of the Watchers is described in supernatural detail.

Unlike the Western canon, which flows from story to story like turning pages, Jubilees asks you to listen as time breathes. Every Sabbath matters. Every transgression ripples through generations. Every vow echoes across the centuries. And through it all, the calendar of heaven beats beneath the surface.

Western scholars dismissed this text—it was too bold, too supernatural, too rooted in Jewish identity. But in Ethiopia, it was preserved, chanted, and loved. It remained Scripture—not in museums, but in the life of the Church.

Now it returns—not as a relic, but as a witness. A witness to what has been lost, and to what may yet be recovered.

This   edition   presents   a   complete 

and faithful English translation of The Book of Jubilees, based on the most reliable textual traditions, alongside a commentary designed to illuminate its theological depth, historical richness, and spiritual power. Why read Jubilees today? Because it re-centers the Sabbath, restores reverence to ritual, and calls us back to the holiness of time and memory. It is not a neutral book. It was written to shape a people—and it still speaks to those who seek covenant in a world of compromise.

May this book open your eyes not only to lost Scripture—but to the rhythms of eternity written into the days, generations, and jubilees.

Chapter 1 – 1In the first year following the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, on the sixteenth day of the third month, Moses ascended Mount Sinai. 2The Lord summoned him from within the cloud, declaring: “Come up to Me on the mountain. I shall present to you two stone tablets inscribed with My laws and decrees, written by My own hand for you to instruct the people.” 3Moses obeyed and climbed to meet the Lord. The mountain was covered by the divine cloud, and for six days it remained concealed. 4On the seventh day, God’s voice spoke to Moses from within the cloud. 5The presence of the Lord appeared like a consuming fire atop the mountain. 6Moses remained upon the mountain for forty days and forty nights. During this time, God revealed to him the full design of time itself, encompassing both what had been and what was yet to come, in accordance with His law and testimony. 7The Lord commanded: “Attend carefully to every word I declare to you on this mountain. Record them in a scroll, so that future generations may understand that, though they break the covenant I made with you and your descendants, I will not utterly abandon them.” 8“When they violate the covenant established with them, I will turn My face away, and they shall be delivered into the hands of foreign nations, suffering captivity, plunder, and desolation. I will drive them from their land and scatter them among distant peoples.” 9“They will forsake My entire law, disregard My commands and judgments, and stray from observing the new moons, Sabbaths, appointed feasts, jubilees, and statutes.” 10“They will serve powerless gods incapable of delivering them, and they shall fall into disgrace and moral corruption.” 11“I will send My messengers to bear witness against them, but they will reject their words; some will even slay My servants and persecute those who uphold My law, forgetting My commands entirely.” 12“They will persist in evil before Me; I will hide My face and surrender them to destruction at the hands of foreign nations. Yet, I will still remember My covenant and will not annihilate them completely.” 13“In time, I will gather them once more from every nation. When they seek Me with sincerity, I will pour out upon them an abundance of peace and righteousness.” 14“With all My heart and soul, I will restore them to the land of their ancestors. They shall become a blessing, not a curse; they will be the head and not the tail.” 15“My sanctuary shall dwell among them; I will abide with them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people, walking in truth and righteousness.” 16“I will never abandon them nor reject them, for I am the Lord their God.” 17Moses bowed and prayed: “O Lord, do not forsake Your people, Your inheritance. Do not hand them over to error or to enemies who would lead them into sin.” 18“Lord, may Your mercy rise upon them. Instill within them a righteous spirit, and do not allow Beliar to rule over them or accuse and destroy them.” 19“They are Your people, whom You rescued from Egypt by great signs and mighty power.” 20“Grant them pure hearts and holy spirits, that they may not fall into sin again.” 21The Lord answered: “I know their rebellious ways, their stubborn hearts, and their evil thoughts. They will not obey until they acknowledge both their own sins and the sins of their ancestors.” 22“Then they will turn to Me wholeheartedly, and I will gather them from every nation. When they seek Me with all their heart and soul, I will reveal My sanctuary to them.” 23“I will bless you, fill you with My spirit of truth, and command you to write all these words today.” 24“I know their stubbornness even before I bring them into the land I promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—a land flowing with milk and honey.” 25“Once they are satisfied, they will turn to foreign gods, break My covenant, and become enslaved to idols that cannot deliver them.” 26“In My anger, I will cast them out of the land and deliver them to foreign nations, where they will suffer bondage and destruction.” 27“I will hide My face and observe their end. They will behave shamefully, committing all kinds of evil and returning to false gods.” 28“Nevertheless, in the end, they will return to Me. I will accept them again, bless them, and restore them to their land. With all My heart and soul, I will plant them there, and they shall be a blessing, not a curse.” 

>>> The first chapter of Jubilees serves as a prologue—but not in the literary sense. It is a spiritual preface, setting the tone for a revelation that claims divine origin. This is not history told in hindsight.  It  is  history  dictated  by heaven.

We are not dropped into a story—we are placed at Mount Sinai, at the very moment Moses receives not only the Law but also this hidden history. The voice that speaks is not Moses’. It is God’s, through His angel. The reader is not simply being   informed   but   inducted   into 

sacred knowledge once sealed away.

The chapter presents a dual movement: past and future. It recounts Israel’s failures before they happen and promises their return even before their exile begins. This is prophetic history—not linear, but cyclical. God knows the rebellion. He already sees the return.

Two themes dominate: remembrance and restoration. The people will forget—this is inevitable. They will break the covenant, fall into idolatry, forget the Sabbaths, even kill the prophets. But they will also be remembered. God will not destroy them. He will bring them back. Not out of merit, but because of His love and oath.

Moses’  prayer  is  remarkable.  It  is 

not triumphal; it is pleading. He asks for a pure heart for the people. He does not demand obedience—he begs for mercy and renewal. And God’s response is not fury—it is  truth.  He  confirms  the  rebellion, 

yet ends with a promise: 

“I shall plant them again with all My 

heart and all My soul.”

This is not a god of policy. This is a God of covenantal passion.

What makes this chapter different from Genesis or Exodus is its transparency. Nothing is left to unfold. The drama of salvation is laid bare, including its failures. And yet, its ending is not tragedy, but hope.

It is this hope—the hope that history itself bends toward reconciliation—that becomes the pulse of the entire book.

Chapter 2 – 1The angel of the Presence spoke to Moses in obedience to the Lord’s command, saying: 2“Record each word I declare to you upon this mountain—from the beginning to the end—detailing all that will transpire throughout the appointed times, according to the law, the testimony, and the cycles of the jubilees, for every generation, until the day I come to dwell among them eternally.” 3And the angel said to him: “Write for Moses everything from the moment of creation until the time when My sanctuary shall be permanently established among them forever.” 4The Lord will reveal Himself to all, and all people will know that I am the God of Israel, the Father of Jacob’s descendants, and the everlasting King reigning from Mount Zion. Zion and Jerusalem shall be consecrated. 5The angel of the Presence, who led the camp of Israel, received the tablets that recorded the division of the years from the beginning of creation, concerning the law and the testimony of the weeks and jubilees, year by year, exactly as the Lord had instructed. 6And he said to Moses: “Preserve all these words that I command you this day, for they form the covenant established between Me, you, and Israel, according to these commands.” 7Then he said to Moses: “Write these words, for they are inscribed on the heavenly tablets as a testimony and as the law of the eternal covenant for every generation of Israel.” 8And He ordered the angel of the Presence: “Speak to Moses all My words from Mount Sinai, and have them recorded, so that they may be faithfully observed.” 9On the first day of the week, in the first month, on the very first day of the first jubilee, Adam was fashioned from the dust of the earth, and the breath of life was breathed into his nostrils. 10He was created in the image and likeness of God, and was clothed in a radiant garment of glory. 11On that very day, Adam was placed in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep watch over it. 12But on the eighth day, having transgressed the commandment, he was expelled from the garden. 13On that same day, the mouths of all living creatures—beasts, livestock, birds, and every moving thing upon the earth—were opened, enabling them to communicate in a single language. 14God sent all the animals forth from the Garden into the earth, each according to its kind, to inhabit the land. 15Adam remained alone in the Garden, in need of a companion. Therefore, God caused a deep sleep to fall upon him; and while he slept, He took one of his ribs and fashioned a woman, bringing her to him. Adam accepted her and named her Eve. 16She conceived and gave birth to Cain during the fourth jubilee, in the fourth week, in the first year, in the fourth month, in the middle of the month. 17Later, she gave birth to Abel, his brother, during the fifth week of the fifth jubilee. 18Cain became a cultivator of the soil, while Abel became a shepherd of sheep. 19In the seventh year of that week, Cain killed Abel, for God had accepted Abel’s offering but rejected his own. 20God cursed Cain and exiled him from the land; he settled in the land of wandering, far from Eden.

>>> Chapter 2 opens with a sacred mandate: Moses is told to record not only the Law, but the divine history of time itself. This isn’t just a moral or legal revelation—it's a chronological unveiling of God's will, etched into what the text calls the “weeks of the jubilees.” These are sacred cycles, echoing a divine structure that pre-exists humanity.

The voice that instructs Moses isn’t God speaking directly—it is the angel of the Presence, a heavenly figure deeply rooted in Ethiopian tradition and early apocalyptic literature. He serves as both narrator and guardian of revelation. He is not simply relaying events—he is delivering the heavenly archives.

From the very beginning, the story of Adam is recounted not as folklore, but as historical theology. Adam is created on the first day of the first month of the first jubilee—a detail that is not poetic but precise. This emphasis on calendar and order shows how Jubilees differs from Genesis. Time is not accidental here; it is sacred, measured, counted, and spiritually intentional.

The    chapter    surprises    us    by 

mentioning that, at one point, all animals could speak the same language—a harmony that was shattered after the fall. These are not mythic flourishes; for the author of Jubilees, they are part of the lost original order, later disrupted by sin and disobedience.

Cain and Abel’s story, too, is treated with specificity. We’re told exactly when Cain was born, when Abel followed, and in what week Cain killed his brother. Jubilees does not spiritualize sin—it dates it. Evil enters the world not vaguely but in a moment that can be traced, recorded, remembered.

We begin to see the theology that underlies this entire book: time is covenantal. When humans break the commandments, they are not simply disobeying rules—they are violating sacred time. The Sabbath, the festivals, even the creation of man—all occur within a rhythm God Himself ordained. To fall out of that rhythm is to fall out of grace.

This  chapter  is  foundational.  It  is 

less about storytelling and more about reprogramming how the reader understands time, order, and divine memory. The world of Jubilees is not the Genesis we learned in Sunday School. It is more structured, more cosmic, more reverent—and yes, more demanding.

Chapter 3 – 1On the sixth day of the second week in the first jubilee, Adam and his wife were driven out of the Garden of Eden. They settled in the land of Elda, where they had first been created. 2Adam named his wife Eve. They had no children until the first jubilee had passed; only afterward did he come to know her. 3Adam worked the soil, following the instructions he had received while he was still in the Garden. 4In the third week of the second jubilee, she gave birth to Cain. 5In the fourth week, she bore Abel, and in the fifth week, she gave birth to a daughter whom she called Awan. 6In the first year of the third jubilee, Cain killed Abel because the Lord had accepted Abel’s sacrifice but rejected his. 7Cain was banished to a region east of Eden, where he founded a city and named it after his son Enoch. 8Adam again knew his wife, and she bore another son, whom he named Seth, saying, “God has appointed for us another child in place of Abel, whom Cain slew.” 9In the sixth week of the sixth jubilee, Adam died, and his sons buried him in the place where he had been created; he was the first person to be buried in the ground. 10He lived seventy years short of a thousand, for, as the testimony of heaven states, a thousand years is like one day. Therefore, it was written about the tree of knowledge: ‘On the day you eat of it, you shall surely die.’ For this reason, he did not complete the full thousand years. 11At the end of this jubilee, Cain also died in the same year, when his house collapsed upon him, crushing him beneath its stones. 12His wrongdoing remained upon him, and he lived under a curse. 13In the seventh week of the sixth jubilee, Seth married his sister Awan, and at the end of the fourth jubilee, she bore him Enos. 14It was during that time that people began to call upon the name of the Lord upon the earth.

>>> Chapter 3 is both intimate and cosmic. It opens not with angels or laws, but with exile. Adam and Eve are cast out from Eden—not as myth, but as dateable history: the sixth day of the second week of the first jubilee. Time in Jubilees is not a backdrop; it is an active participant.

The chapter takes great care to chronicle life after paradise. Adam works the soil as instructed. Children are born—Cain, Abel, Awan. There is no rush in the narrative. Each detail, each birth, is anchored in sacred time. This is not mythology.   It’s   sacred 

recordkeeping.

The account of Cain and Abel is familiar, yet Jubilees gives it new weight. We are told exactly when Abel was killed. This is not merely a moral lesson—it’s a historical entry, one whose consequences echo through generations. Cain’s punishment is both geographical and spiritual: he is exiled east of Eden, and his bloodline is marked.

Seth's birth is framed as divine restoration. He is not just another son; he is the continuation of hope after fratricide. His wife Awan—also his sister—is mentioned without apology, reminding us that Jubilees is comfortable with the world of ancient origins, unfiltered by modern sensitivities.

Adam’s death is profound. He lacks seventy years to reach the full thousand, and Jubilees offers a theological insight: a thousand years equals one day in heavenly time. Thus, God’s warning in Eden was fulfilled—“In the day you eat of it, you shall die.” Adam’s life becomes  the  first  embodiment  of 

divine time measured in mercy.

The chapter ends with Cain's death and Seth's lineage continuing. And then, a quiet but massive shift: “And he began to call upon the name of the Lord on the earth.” This is the recovery of worship, the beginning 

of remembrance.

Chapter 3 does not dramatize the fall—it documents the consequences. Its strength lies in showing that history and holiness are inseparable. Every act is recorded. Every life has weight. And every failure is followed by the opportunity for restoration.

Chapter 4 – 1In the third week of the second jubilee, Enos took his sister Noam as his wife, and in the seventh year of that week, she gave birth to a son, whom he named Kenan. 2At the conclusion of the eighth jubilee, Kenan married his sister Mualeleth, and during the ninth jubilee, in the first week and first year, she bore him a son, and he called him Mahalalel. 3In the second week of the tenth jubilee, Mahalalel took Dinah as his wife, the daughter of Barakiel, who was the daughter of his father’s brother. In the third week of that jubilee, during its sixth year, she gave birth to a son, and he named him Jared. 4In the twelfth jubilee, during its seventh week, Jared married Baraka, daughter of Rasujal, who was likewise the daughter of his father’s brother. In the fourth week of the thirteenth jubilee, she gave birth to a son whom he named Enoch. 5Enoch became the first among mankind to acquire knowledge of writing, wisdom, and understanding. He recorded the celestial signs according to the order of the months in a book, so that humanity could determine the appointed times and seasons of the years based on the arrangement of the months. 6He was also the first to compose a record of testimony and to declare it to humanity, passing it down through the generations of the earth. He calculated the weeks of the jubilees, marked the days of the years, ordered the months according to their proper sequence, and established the Sabbaths of the years as they were revealed to him in visions. 7In his dreams, he perceived both past and future events, witnessing how history would unfold among the children of men throughout their generations, all the way to the Day of Judgment. 8He comprehended everything, wrote down his testimony, and entrusted it to the earth for the sake of mankind and their descendants. 9In the fourteenth jubilee, Enoch took Edni, the daughter of Danel (who was also his father’s brother’s daughter), as his wife. In the sixth year of that week, she bore him a son, and he named him Methuselah. 10For six jubilees, Enoch remained in the presence of God’s holy angels, who revealed to him all that exists both on earth and in heaven, including the courses of the sun, and he faithfully recorded all that was shown to him. 11He bore witness against the Watchers — those who sinned by taking wives from among the daughters of men and defiling themselves — and Enoch testified against each one of them. 12He was taken from among humanity, and we brought him with honor and glory into the Garden of Eden. There, he continues to document the condemnation and judgment of the world and all the wickedness committed by mankind. 13On account of these transgressions, God unleashed the flood upon the entire land of Eden. In that place, He set His sign and sealed it as a warning for all humanity, so that they would not repeat the sins committed by the Watchers from the beginning.

>>> This chapter introduces a subtle but significant shift in sacred history. Following Cain’s sin and Adam’s death, a new order unfolds: lineage, wisdom, and revelation. The narrative transitions from the sorrow of exile to the foundation of ancestry and spiritual legacy.

Each generation is carefully documented. The marriages may be between siblings, but in the world of origins, purity is measured not by modern standards, but by proximity to creation itself. These lineages are not merely biological; they are channels of revelation. With each birth, a new name enters history, carrying with it a piece of divine intent.

Then Enoch appears.

His introduction is unlike anyone before him. He does not only live; he learns, writes, measures. He watches the stars, organizes calendars, and records the testimony of heaven. The chapter suggests that writing itself is a divine gift, a tool for preserving cosmic order. Enoch becomes the first prophet-scribe, the one who sees beyond and dares to document it.

His visions are not vague. He sees the flow of time, the secrets of the heavens, the destiny of men. He warns the fallen Watchers, those angels who corrupted themselves by taking human women. Enoch speaks against them, and he is lifted from the world—taken not in 

death, but in honor.

He is placed in Eden, the very place where Adam fell. There, he writes the judgment of mankind, not as punishment alone, but as memory, testimony, and warning. His writings are not lost. They are set on earth for all future generations.

The chapter ends with a terrible consequence. Because of what the Watchers did, a boundary is set. A divine seal is placed, and the stage is being set for the Flood.

Jubilees presents history not as random or chaotic, but as deliberate, structured, and recorded. Every birth, every sin, every prophecy is written down. Time is sacred. Memory is protection.

This chapter invites us to remember that before destruction comes vision, and before judgment comes warning.

Chapter 5 - 1As the human population spread across the earth and daughters were born to them, the angels of God, during a certain year of that jubilee, observed the beauty of the daughters of men. They chose wives for themselves from among them, taking whichever women they desired, and these women bore them sons who became giants. 2Lawlessness rapidly increased across the earth, and every form of living creature became corrupted—humans, livestock, wild beasts, birds, and all creatures that crawl upon the ground—each one departed from its natural order and began to devour one another. Evil continued to expand, and every thought and intention of mankind’s heart was continually wicked. 3God examined the earth and saw that it had become entirely corrupt; all flesh had deviated from its intended ways, and every living being on earth was engaged in evil before Him. 4Then He declared His decision to wipe out mankind along with every creature of flesh that He had made upon the earth. 5Yet Noah found grace in the sight of the Lord. 6But the Lord was greatly angered with the angels whom He had appointed over the earth. He ordered that they be bound in the depths of the earth; indeed, they remain confined in that place, separated from all others. 7And a decree was issued from before Him against their offspring, that they should be struck down by the sword and completely eradicated from under heaven. 8He said, “Your spirits will not remain forever, for you are flesh, and through your sins, you will perish.” Then He commanded His angels to hurl them into the abyss. 9And so they remain under judgment until the great day of final judgment, when all matters will be resolved according to the extent of their wickedness and corruption before the Lord. 10A decree also went out to destroy all those whose hearts were filled with evil and whose mouths spoke arrogantly against God. 11He established a new and righteous nature for all His creatures, so that they would no longer sin according to their kinds, but would instead remain righteous, each according to its order, forever. 12And judgment for all has been determined and recorded on the heavenly tablets in righteousness — even for those who turn aside from the path appointed for them to walk. 13Noah was found to be righteous, blameless among all his generations, and the Lord chose him from among humanity, taking him for Himself. 14He saved Noah from the destruction of the flood. 15And Noah’s sons entered the ark with him — Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 16The Lord made a covenant with Noah that He would never again bring a flood upon the earth to destroy it throughout its days. 17He placed His rainbow in the clouds as a sign of the everlasting covenant, assuring that the floodwaters would never again cover and destroy the earth during all its generations.

>>> The fifth chapter of Jubilees is where heaven breaks its silence and the judgment of God begins to stir. This is not just the prelude to the Flood. It is the unveiling of a hidden war between divine order and cosmic rebellion.

The   narrative   opens   with   a 

haunting memory: the angels, or Watchers, descending to earth and taking human wives. This is no myth in the world of Jubilees—it is a crime against creation. Their children are giants, and their presence warps the natural world. The corruption is not just moral; it is biological, elemental, environmental. All flesh—human, animal, even birds—deviates from its original design.

Jubilees describes a total disorder, a spiritual contamination that spreads into every corner of life. Lawlessness becomes the new air, and every imagination of man's heart turns persistently to evil. But in the midst of this chaos, one name rises: Noah.

He is not introduced as a hero, but as one who finds grace. That distinction matters. Noah is not spared because he earns salvation—he is chosen because his heart remains attuned to the divine rhythm. And so, through him, the line of humanity will be preserved.

But  the  focus  of  the  chapter  is  not 

only Noah. It is judgment.

God acts decisively. The Watchers who corrupted creation are bound and cast deep into the earth. Their children are destroyed. Their spirits are cut off. Even their memory is sealed under the earth to prevent repetition.

Then comes a subtle but powerful note: God creates a new nature for all His works. It is as if He resets the spiritual DNA of the world. A command is written on the heavenly tablets to ensure righteousness in every kind, and the concept of a recorded judgment becomes central. The universe is being rewritten in response to rebellion.

At the heart of it all is the covenant with Noah. No flood will ever again destroy the earth. The rainbow becomes more than a sign of peace—it is a visible record of divine restraint. It says: “I judged once. But I will not wipe you away again. There is another plan.”

Chapter 5 is not just the history of destruction. It is the foundation of hope. Judgment comes, yes—but it clears the path for covenant, for memory, for restoration. What was broken can be rewritten. What was lost can be preserved.

Chapter 6 - 1On the new moon of the third month, Noah planted vineyards on the mountain where the ark had come to rest, called Lubar, one of the peaks of the Ararat range. 2The vines grew and bore fruit in the fourth year, and Noah harvested the grapes, made wine, stored it in vessels, and kept it until the fifth year. 3On the first day of the first month of that fifth year, he held a feast and presented new offerings on the altar, bringing the firstfruits of the earth to the Lord. 4He sacrificed a lamb, seven clean sheep, a male goat, a young bull, and a salt offering as burnt offerings to the Lord. 5The flesh of these offerings he laid upon the altar, pouring wine and frankincense over them, and presented them with joy. 6The Lord was pleased with the sweet aroma and made a covenant with Noah, promising never again to send a flood to destroy the earth. Seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night would continue in their cycles without ceasing for as long as the earth endured. 7The Lord said: “Be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth, and serve as a blessing upon it. I will place fear and dread of you upon every creature on land and sea." 8"I have given you all plants for food; however, you must not consume the flesh of animals with its blood, for life is in the blood." 9"You must not shed human blood on the earth, for the blood that is spilled cries out from the ground, staining the earth. 10Bloodshed will always be avenged, except in the case of one who sheds it, whose own blood will be required. 11If a man takes another’s life, by man his life shall also be taken, for God created man in His image." 12"Now you, continue to multiply and fill the earth." 13Noah and his sons swore an oath never to consume blood in any form, and they established this covenant before the Lord for all generations on earth. 14God gave Noah and his sons a sign, assuring them that never again would a flood cover the earth. 15He placed His bow in the clouds as a sign of the eternal covenant, declaring that a flood would never again destroy the earth throughout its days. 16For this reason, it was commanded and recorded on the heavenly tablets that the Feast of Weeks should be observed annually in this month, renewing the covenant each year. 17This feast had been kept in heaven from the time of creation until the days of Noah, covering twenty-six jubilees and five weeks of years. 18Noah and his sons observed the feast for seven jubilees and one week of years, until Noah’s death. After his passing, his descendants neglected the observance. 19Generations afterward forgot the festival until the time of Abraham and his descendants, who renewed it on the mountain that was shown to him. 20Because of this, it was inscribed on the heavenly tablets that every generation should celebrate this feast once each year to renew the covenant. 21The children of Israel were given this commandment to observe it throughout all their generations. 22It shall be kept in the first month, on the sixteenth day, as a festival of remembrance to renew the covenant. 23New grain offerings, the firstfruits, shall be presented on the altar of the Lord. 24Unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days while rejoicing before the Lord. 25This feast is inscribed and ordained on the heavenly tablets concerning the years and their weeks: it shall be observed once each year. 26No one may change its appointed time or skip its days; it must be observed according to the testimony and the written ordinance, celebrated at its proper time each year. 27Whoever alters or neglects it brings guilt upon himself. Those generations that forget the feast will forget the covenant and be cut off from among the people. 28For this is a holy and blessed feast, to be observed forever.

>>> In Chapter 6, the flood has passed, but its memory lingers. The earth is quiet again, and Noah, stepping onto dry ground, becomes both a survivor and a priest. His first recorded action is not to rebuild or to explore—it is to plant. Not just crops for survival, but vines for celebration. This is not incidental: it is a declaration that life must continue with joy and with reverence.

The chapter transitions immediately into covenantal language. The sacrifices Noah offers are not random. They are deliberate acts of restoration, reconnecting heaven and earth after a period of judgment. And God responds—not only with favor, but with an eternal promise: never again will the earth be destroyed by flood. The natural cycles—seedtime, harvest, cold, heat—will remain intact. Time, which had once been disrupted by sin, is now reaffirmed as stable and 

trustworthy.

But there is more. God gives instructions that root justice in blood. The life of the creature is in its blood. The blood of humans, especially, must not be shed without consequence. And if it is, it must be answered with justice. This is not vengeance—it is cosmic balance.

The chapter also introduces a key ritual: the Feast of Weeks, or Shavuot. Here, it is given an origin in the days of Noah, not at Sinai. It becomes not just a celebration of harvest or law, but a moment to renew the covenant each year. The heavenly tablets themselves record this command. It is not a man-made feast, but one that reflects the 

rhythm of creation.

What stands out is that even a righteous generation can forget. After Noah, the feast is neglected until Abraham. The covenant needs reminders, and the human heart needs renewal. Ritual here is not empty repetition—it is the protection of memory.

Jubilees 6 is not a return to normal. It is a reshaping of human time around divine mercy. It teaches us that judgment may pass, but covenant remains. That memory must be actively guarded. And that from now on, sacred time must be kept—not just counted.

Chapter 7 - 1In the seventh week, during its first year within this jubilee, Noah planted vineyards on the mountain where the ark had come to rest, called Lubar. The vines produced fruit in the fourth year, and he preserved the wine until the fifth year. 2And he made wine and placed it in vessels, and on the new moon of the first month he made a feast with rejoicing. 3And he called his sons and his grandsons, and the sons of Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and their wives, and they ate and drank and rejoiced together. 4And when the evening came, he went into his tent, and being drunk, he slept and was uncovered in his tent as he lay asleep. 5And Ham saw Noah his father naked and went out and told his two brothers without. 6Shem and Japheth took a garment, placed it on their shoulders, and walked backward to cover their father's nakedness. Their faces were turned away so they would not see their father’s shame. 7When Noah awoke from his sleep and learned what his youngest son had done, he pronounced a curse upon his grandson, Canaan, saying: “Cursed be Canaan; he shall be a servant of servants to his brothers.” 8Then he blessed Shem, saying: “Blessed be the Lord God of Shem, and may Canaan serve him.” 9He added, “May God enlarge Japheth, and may he dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.” 10When Ham realized that his father had cursed his youngest son, he was displeased. Separating from his brothers, he and his sons went their own way. 11Ham built a city for himself, naming it after his wife, Ne’elatama’uk. 12Upon seeing this, Japheth grew envious of his brother and also built a city, naming it after his wife, Adataneses. 13Shem settled with his children in the central region of the earth and established a city, naming it Shalem, after his wife. 14These three cities were located near Mount Lubar: Shalem to the east, Adataneses to the west, and Ne’elatama’uk to the south. 15Ham and his sons entered the land destined for them as their possession for all generations: the southern territory. 16Canaan saw the land stretching from Lebanon to the river of Egypt and recognized its goodness. Instead of settling in his allotted inheritance to the west, he chose to dwell in the region of Lebanon, both east and west of the Jordan's border and the sea. 17Ham, along with his father and brother Cush, said to him: “You have taken land that does not belong to you and was not given to us by lot. Do not remain there; for if you do, cursed be you and your descendants forever.” 18And Canaan ignored them and dwelled in the land, and he and his sons became cursed and were not removed from it.

>>> Chapter 7 continues the post-Flood narrative, but shifts the tone from cosmic restoration to the fragile state of human relationships. The flood has purified the earth, but not the hearts of men. Already, tension, failure, and division emerge—this time, not from angels or giants, but from within the family of the righteous.

The story of Noah’s vineyard and intoxication is familiar, but Jubilees adds precision to its timing and social structure. Noah’s actions are not portrayed as sinful, but as human—he plants, produces, and celebrates. The shame enters not through wine, but through disrespect. Ham's error is not seeing his father’s nakedness, but exposing it. What is highlighted is not  the  act  itself,  but  the  intention: 

one son mocks, two others protect.

The curse that follows falls not directly on Ham, but on Canaan, his son. This detail, often troubling to modern readers, reflects an ancient worldview where generational consequences are inseparable from family identity. The blessing of Shem and Japheth follows immediately, creating a moral contrast: honor leads to blessing, dishonor to servitude.

What is striking in this chapter is the symbolic geography. The three brothers go on to establish cities, each named after their wives, and settle in distinct regions: east, west, and south. Shem stays near the center—a deliberate marker of spiritual centrality. Jubilees is not simply describing territory; it is describing a theological map of human destiny.

The    episode    of    Canaan’s    land 

seizure adds further tension. He chooses to inhabit a fertile region that does not belong to him by inheritance. When rebuked, he refuses to leave. The text sees this not as ambition, but rebellion. The curse is not arbitrary—it is connected   to   disobedience   and 

disregard for divine order.

Chapter 7 reminds the reader that even after divine cleansing, the seeds of conflict remain. Purity of the world does not guarantee purity of the will. Restoration must be guarded, and honor must be chosen. The flood ends, but the test of character begins.

Chapter 8 - 1In the twenty-ninth jubilee, during the first week and its first year, Arpachshad married Rasu'eya, the daughter of Susan, who was the daughter of Elam. In the third year of that same week, she gave birth to a son, and he named him Kainam. 2As the boy grew, his father taught him writing. Later, Kainam went in search of a place where he might claim a city for himself. 3During his search, he discovered an inscription that earlier generations had engraved on a rock. He read it, copied its contents, and sinned because of it; for it contained teachings of the Watchers, reflecting their practices in pursuing the daughters of men. He transcribed it and kept silent, fearing to speak about it. 4He secretly brought it to his father Arpachshad but concealed its contents, and he built a city, naming it after himself. 5Arpachshad fathered Shelah, and Shelah fathered Eber. Eber married Azurad, the daughter of Nebrod, in the thirty-second jubilee, during the seventh week and the third year of that week. 6In the sixth year of that same week, she bore him a son whom he named Peleg, for during his birth, the descendants of Noah began dividing the earth among themselves; thus, he named him Peleg. 7They divided the earth secretly, sharing this knowledge only with Noah. 8At the start of the thirty-third jubilee, they partitioned the earth into three portions for Shem, Ham, and Japheth according to their inheritance. This took place during the first year of the first week, while one of us who had been sent was with them. 9Noah called his sons and their children to him. He divided the land into portions for his three sons, and they extended their hands to receive the writings from Noah’s bosom. 10In the writing, Shem’s portion was designated as the central region of the earth, stretching from the river Tîna to its mouths, including the entire land of Eden, the whole Red Sea region, the entire eastern land, India, regions along the Red Sea, the mountains of Asshur, and all the territories of Elam, Asshur, Babylon, Susan, Ma’edai, the mountains of Ararat, and the lands beyond the sea, situated northward beyond the mountains of Asshur—a broad and blessed land. 11Everything within it was exceedingly good. 12Ham’s portion came as the second lot, extending across the Gihon River southward to the river's mouth, west of Phara, reaching to the waters of the sea of Me’at, stretching west of Gadir as far as the coastline. 13It continued northward to the Gihon River, following its course until it reached the right side of the Garden of Eden. 14This became Ham’s permanent inheritance for himself and his descendants throughout all generations. 15For Japheth, the third portion extended beyond the river Tîna, north of its mouth, stretching northeast over the entire region of Gog. 16And all the country east thereof is Japheth’s, and it extends to the north and goes to the mountains of Qelt, and it goes toward the east of the entire region of Medog. 17And it goes along the sea and extends to the east of the Mount Asur, and it goes to the east of all the mountains of Elam, and it goes northward to the mouth of the river Tina. 18This is the land which came forth for Japheth and his sons as the portion of their inheritance, which they shall possess for themselves and their sons, for their generations forever. 19Five great lands were assigned to each son of Noah, and each was given a territory large and rich, blessed by God for their descendants.

>>> This chapter shifts the focus from moral lessons to territorial inheritance. For the first time since the flood, the narrative draws a map—not just of geography, but of divine order. The earth is no longer seen as a wild expanse, but as a structured inheritance, assigned by covenant and confirmed by witness.

At the center is the figure of Kainam, a lesser-known descendant of Arpachshad. His role is brief but revealing. He finds a forbidden text—writings from the Watchers—and copies it in secret. This is the first indication that corruption can survive even after judgment. The influence of the fallen angels, though buried, is not forgotten. Kainam’s silence becomes symbolic: the sins of the past   do   not   disappear—they   hide 

and resurface.

The narrative then expands outward. The genealogies continue, and with them comes the moment of division: the sons of Noah divide the earth. But they do so not with conquest or violence, but through divine instruction and a recorded lot. The allocation is formal, deliberate, and written on a document kept in Noah’s bosom—suggesting intimacy and authority.

The division itself is theological. Shem receives the center, the “middle of the earth”—a region filled with sacred places, from Eden to Asshur, to India. It is a land described as “blessed and spacious.” Ham receives the southern regions, including the Nile basin and parts of Africa. Japheth takes the north and far eastern territories. These divisions are not arbitrary; they reflect roles in salvation history as Jubilees sees 

it.

The   closing   note   is   subtle   but 

powerful: five great lands were assigned, and each family line was blessed with abundance. It is not just a geography lesson. It is the birth of history as sacred geography—where land is not only a resource, but a responsibility. What matters is not just where people settle, but whether they honor the terms by which the land was given.

Chapter 9 - 1Ham divided the land among his sons. The first portion was allotted to Cush toward the east, followed westward by Mizraim, then Put, and finally Canaan furthest to the west. 2Shem likewise divided his inheritance among his sons. The first portion went to Elam and his descendants, stretching east of the Tigris River as far as the easternmost regions of India. 3The second portion was assigned to Asshur, which included all the land of Assyria, Nineveh, Shinar, and extended to the border of India. 4Arpachshad was allotted the third portion: the entire land of the Chaldeans located east of the Euphrates River, stretching to the Red Sea, including the desert waters near the tongue of the sea facing Egypt, as well as all the regions of Lebanon, Sanir, and Amana, extending up to the border of the Euphrates. 5The fourth portion went to Aram, covering all of Mesopotamia situated between the Tigris and Euphrates, north of the Chaldeans. 6The fifth portion was given to Lud, comprising the mountains of Asshur and all their territories, stretching to the Great Sea and extending eastward to the land of his brother Asshur. 7Japheth also divided the land among his sons. The first portion was given to Gomer, extending eastward from the northern region to the river Tina. 8And for Magog came the second portion, all the inner parts of the north until it reaches to the sea of Me’at. 9And for Madai the third portion, all the mountains of Qelt toward the north, to the sea of Me’at. 10And Javan received the fourth portion, every island and the lands bordering the sea, and those toward the west. 11And Tubal received the fifth portion, between the tongue of the sea that reaches to the portion of Ham and the part of his brother to the west.

12And   Meshech   received   the   sixth 

portion, all the high mountains toward the north of the sea of Me’at, and all the land of the east of it. 13And Tiras received the seventh portion, four great islands in the midst of the sea, which reach to the portion of Ham and are known as the lands of the sons of Tiras. 14These are the sons of Noah, and their generations in their divisions. 15And they took possession of the earth, each according to his lot, which had been granted to them, and to their sons forever. 16And they began to build cities, and to make themselves idols and molten images, and each of them went astray, and their children after them. 17And the Lord scattered them over the face of the earth, and they were divided into nations and languages. 18And these are the names of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham,  and  Japheth;  and  their  sons 

were born after the flood.

>>> Chapter 9 continues the theological geography laid out in the previous chapter but shifts from Noah’s generation to his sons’ descendants. Here, the map of sacred inheritance becomes more detailed. Each son of Noah—Shem, Ham, and Japheth—divides his assigned territory among his own sons, extending the divine blueprint to the third generation.

The precision in these divisions is intentional. Jubilees is not simply listing lands—it is preserving a divine pattern of order. Boundaries are drawn not according to conquest or exploration, but by lineage and covenant. The emphasis is not on who took the land, but on who was given what by divine decree.

But a subtle shift emerges. After describing the distributions, the tone changes. Cities are built. Idols are formed. A slow unraveling begins. What began as sacred assignment deteriorates into spiritual forgetfulness. The text makes clear: idolatry doesn’t begin with rejection—it begins with settling without reverence.

The division of languages and nations, typically associated with the Tower of Babel, is here framed as a divine response to moral drift. As each family line receives land, it also receives responsibility. And when that responsibility is abandoned, diversity becomes dispersion—nations spread out, not as a blessing, but as consequence.

Chapter 9 quietly poses a question: what do you do with what you’ve inherited? For the sons of Noah, receiving land was not just a right—it was a spiritual trust. And when trust turns to self-interest, the memory of the covenant begins to fade.

Chapter 10 - 1During the third week of this jubilee, the unclean demons began to mislead the descendants of Noah’s sons, causing them to stray and bringing destruction upon them. 2The sons of Noah approached their father and told him how the demons were deceiving, blinding, and killing his grandchildren. 3Noah prayed to the Lord his God, saying: “God of the spirits of all flesh, You have shown me mercy, delivering me and my sons from the waters of the flood and sparing me from the destruction that came upon the children of perdition—for Your grace has been great toward me, and Your mercy has been abundant upon my soul.” 4May Your grace extend to my sons; do not allow the wicked spirits to rule over them and destroy them from the earth. 5Instead, bless me and my sons, so we may grow, multiply, and fill the earth. 6You know how the Watchers, the fathers of these spirits, acted in my time. As for these spirits now living, imprison and restrain them in the place of condemnation; do not let them bring ruin upon the sons of Your servant, my God, for they are evil and were created to destroy. 7Do not let them rule over the spirits of the living, for only You hold dominion over them. Do not give them power over the sons of the righteous, now and forever.” 8The Lord our God commanded us to bind all of them. 9Then the chief of the spirits, Mastema, came and said: “Lord, Creator, allow some of them to remain before me. Let them listen to my commands and fulfill my will among the sons of men. Without some of them, I will be unable to exercise my authority over humanity. They exist to corrupt and mislead before Your judgment, for great is mankind's wickedness.” 10And He said: “Let one-tenth of them remain with him, while nine-tenths shall descend into the place of condemnation.” 11And one of us was commanded to teach Noah all the remedies. 12For He knew that they would not walk in righteousness nor pursue uprightness. 13We carried out all His instructions: all the wicked ones were bound in the place of condemnation. 14One-tenth of them was left, subject to Satan’s authority on earth. 15We taught Noah all the remedies for their diseases and seductions, and how to heal using the herbs of the earth. 16Noah recorded everything in a book as we had instructed him concerning every form of medicine. In this way, the evil spirits were prevented from harming the sons of Noah. 17He entrusted all that he had written to Shem, his oldest son, whom he loved more than his other sons. 18Noah died and was buried with his ancestors on Mount Lubar in the land of Ararat. 19His life totaled nine hundred fifty years, spanning nineteen jubilees, two weeks, and five years. 20In his lifetime on earth, he surpassed the children of men in righteousness, second only to Enoch, whose role was established as a testimony for all generations, recounting the deeds of mankind from generation to generation until 

the day of judgment.

>>> This chapter marks a significant shift in tone and content. After the divisions of land and lineage, we are brought back to a deeper conflict—one that cannot be solved with territory or inheritance. Chapter 10 reintroduces the cosmic struggle between righteousness and evil, but this time through the lens of spiritual warfare.

The demons—offspring of the fallen Watchers—reappear, not as mythological background, but as active threats to Noah’s descendants. Their influence is subtle yet devastating: they lead astray, confuse, and destroy. What’s remarkable is not only their presence, but Noah’s response. He does not rebuke them with force. 
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