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			The American Standard Bible is used for all scripture references in this book. The reason for that is because the American Standard Bible is the King James Version; it is not another new translation but a revision of the King James Version itself. The American Standard Revisers viewed each word the King James committee used in their translation and they considered how a word might have changed in over a 250 year period, and if so they tried to find a more accurate word to use. There were no major changes in the two versions. The King James Version is in the opinion of many—including the opinion of this author—the most accurate translation of the original documents into the English language. Below is one of the changes the American Standard translators made. 

			For the whole house of Ahab shall perish: and I will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel: (2 Kings 9:8) KJV

			For the whole house of Ahab shall perish; and I will cut off from Ahab every man-child, and him that is shut up and him that is left at large in Israel. (2 Kings 9:8). ASV
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			Preface

			God created the world in six days and He rested on the seventh (Genesis 2:1-2). It was on the sixth day of the creation He made a man, and He called him Adam (Genesis 2:7). He put Adam into a deep sleep and He took a woman from his side, and she became Adam’s wife (Genesis 2:20-25) and she was called Eve. (There was an occasion when a young woman who was married to her young husband—they had not been married long—and she had not been treated by her husband with the respect she deserved. She was offended, and justly so. Her reply was, “Listen mister, I was not taken from beneath your feet, I was taken from your side and from under your arm!”) 

			The reason God created the world and brought Adam and Eve into his creation is because he wanted children to love; for God is love. John wrote, “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is begotten of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love” (1 John 4:7-8). For even the almighty God to have his love fulfilled He must have someone to love. Therefore, God did not create the world so he would have children to love him, though he desires that infinitely; God created the world because he wanted children to love, and He loved them so much he gave them his world, and He gave them complete control of all things in it. Moses wrote,

			And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. And God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them: and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. (Genesis 1:26-28)

			All that Adam and Eve had to do to please God was to abide in his garden, dress it and keep it, bring children into the world, and be obedient to their heavenly Father. God gave them one simple law that they were to obey and in doing so their obedience to that law would establish their love and their faithfulness to their Father. 

			And Jehovah God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. (Genesis 2:15-17)

			

			How simple it was: God’s children had the most beautiful place to live that was possible, they had food abundantly, and they had perfect fellowship with their Father. How much better could it get? What a wonderful place with the Father His children occupy when they have been given life from the Almighty just because He wanted children to love, and they have been given that life in the image of their heavenly Father. 

			A person might wonder: if God created children to be the objects of His love, why do so many of them fall into great temptations and frightening traumas that threaten them in many ways? God’s love is seen in his constant care and protection of his children; but how much greater does His love appear when it is his love that delivers his children out of frightening dangers that are so severe they threaten the loss of their possessions, the loss of their health, and even the loss of their lives? 

			There was a man who learned that lesson by experience, his name was Job. Job was a man who loved and respected God so much that he kept himself free from sin at all cost (Job 1:1, 22). He even offered sacrifices for his children in case they might have sin charged against them (Job 1:4-5). Job’s pure life threatened Satan, and Satan appeared before God and told Him that the only reason Job served Him so steadfastly was for what he could get out of it. It is written in Job, 

			Now it came to pass on the day when the sons of God came to present themselves before Jehovah, that Satan also came among them. And Jehovah said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered Jehovah, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. And Jehovah said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job? for there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and turneth away from evil. Then Satan answered Jehovah, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not thou made a hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath, on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. But put forth thy hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will renounce thee to thy face. And Jehovah said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thy hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of Jehovah. (Job 1:6-12)

			God allowed Satan to tempt Job by taking away all of his possessions and even his children. Satan immediately went to work on Job and tried his best to cause Job to deny God and sin. In a just a moment Job suffered more than most men suffer in a lifetime. It is written in Job,

			And it fell on a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house, that there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them; and the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away: yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have taken them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house; and, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. Then Job arose, and rent his robe, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped; and he said, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: Jehovah gave, and Jehovah hath taken away; blessed be the name of Jehovah. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. (Job 1:13-22)

			What we see here is the power Satan has to tempt and destroy unless he is prohibited from such evil exploits by the Almighty. Satan has the power to tempt people and bring them to the depths of despair, and without God’s protection that is what Satan would do to everyone who believed in God. Through this entire incident Job remained faithful and steadfast to the Lord even after he had lost all of his possessions and even his children. 

			Satan appeared before God a second time and he told God that if Job lost his health he would deny his Maker, and God allowed Satan to destroy Job’s health until he was at the door of death. It is written in Job,

			And Jehovah said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job? for there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and turneth away from evil: and he still holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. And Satan answered Jehovah, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. And Jehovah said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thy hand; only spare his life. So Satan went forth from the presence of Jehovah, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself therewith; and he sat among the ashes. Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still hold fast thine integrity? renounce God, and die. But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips. (Job 2:3-13)

			Job remained faithful and steadfast to the Almighty and he refused to accuse Him for causing his suffering. God rewarded him by giving him back his health, his children, and twice the number of possessions he originally had. In Job’s letter it is written, 

			And Jehovah turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: and Jehovah gave Job twice as much as he had before. Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him concerning all the evil that Jehovah had brought upon him: every man also gave him a piece of money, and every one a ring of gold. So Jehovah blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: And he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she-asses. He had also seven sons and three daughters. And he called the name of the first, Jemimah: and the name of the second Keziah; and the name of the third, Keren-happuch. And in all the land were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job: and their father gave them inheritance among their brethren. And after this Job lived a hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons’ sons, so Job died, being old and full of days. (Job 42:10-17)

			A Christian must wonder why God would allow Satan to tempt a man so severely just because that man loved God, feared God, and was exceedingly faithful to God. It seems at first that such action borders on cruelty, but not so! First, Satan challenged God and told Him that the only reason His children served Him was for what they could get out of it for themselves. God said that is not so. Satan said, “Prove it, I can prove what I am saying to you is true.” Thus God allowed Satan to have his way with Job, but Job stood steadfast in his love and faith and he would not deny his Maker. This was a time when it was God who had faith in a man and at the same time that man had faith in his Maker. 

			Job is the man who humiliated Satan and brought him down, and he proved that men of faith can conquer the evil one and take away his power. But there is more: Job is the example to the faithful that when they love God, trust God, and are faithful to God—but they suffer greatly in spite of their love and loyalty anyway— it is not because God has forsaken them or quit loving them, it is to give them a way to conquer the evil one and be greatly rewarded by the Almighty for having done so. When men resist Satan they conquer him by not yielding to his temptations, and temptation is the only power he has, and he is forced to just leave them alone. James wrote, 

			But he giveth more grace. Wherefore the scripture saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. Be subject therefore unto God; but resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye doubleminded. (James 4:7-8)

			The reason the devil flees from the one who resists him is because he does not like being humiliated, and that is exactly what Job did; he resisted the devil, the devil fled from him, and the Almighty drew him into his arms and gave him the world.

			The only power Satan has is temptation, and when one yields to his temptation they sin, and they die. However, when one does not yield to temptation they overcome and they live, and that is something Satan cannot stand. When Jesus abolished death, and even the fear of death by his cross and resurrection, he took away all the power Satan had (Hebrews 2:14-15).

			As strange as it might seem it was the love of God that allowed Job to be tempted so severely that he was brought to the depths of despair. The power of God’s love was exemplified even greater when Job overcame his sufferings and God established him as a pillar of the faithful, and he was greatly rewarded for his faith. Job is the example to God’s children who suffer in many ways, that no matter how greatly they suffer they shall always be protected by the Almighty and they shall always overcome—if they remain faithful. When they overcome they shall be stronger and better off than they were before they were tempted, and it is Job who is the proof that such is true. Paul wrote, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as man can bear: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation make also the way of escape, that ye may be able to endure it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

			If Job had not had this terrible experience he would have just been another man of great faith and possessions who would have been soon forgotten after he left this world—but Job will never be forgotten! In Ezekiel it is written, 

			And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, Son of man, when a land sinneth against me by committing a trespass, and I stretch out my hand upon it, and break the staff of the bread thereof, and send famine upon it, and cut off from it man and beast; though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord Jehovah. If I cause evil beasts to pass through the land, and they ravage it, and it be made desolate, so that no man may pass through because of the beasts; though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, they should deliver neither sons nor daughters; they only should be delivered, but the land should be desolate. Or if I bring a sword upon that land, and say, Sword, go through the land; so that I cut off from it man and beast; though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, they should deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they only should be delivered themselves. Or if I send a pestilence into that land, and pour out my wrath upon it in blood, to cut off from it man and beast; though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, they should deliver neither son nor daughter; they should but deliver their own souls by their righteousness. (Ezekiel 14:12-20)

			

			James wrote, “Take, brethren, for an example of suffering and of patience, the prophets who spake in the name of the Lord. Behold, we call them blessed that endured: ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord, how that the Lord is full of pity, and merciful” (James 5:10-11).

			The example of Job is a rich lesson to all those who suffer severe temptations, even to the point of death. When a Christian is tempted and falls into the same sorrows as Job experienced, they should not blame God for their sorrows, and they should not feel it is because God has forsaken them, or quit loving them; they should see it is an opportunity of something to conquer and overcome just as Job overcame, and it takes great faith to achieve that. 

			When God created the world sin and death did not exist, those evil forces came into the world by the transgression of one man, Adam, who disobeyed the Almighty and fell. Sin is lawlessness (1 John 3:4); sin is disobedience to God by breaking his commandments and His heart (Genesis 6:5-8), and the penalty for such insubordination is death. The first sin was committed when Satan tempted Eve to eat the fruit of God’s tree. When she was deceived and overcome with temptation she yielded to the impulse and she ate, and she sinned; and then Adam also ate the fruit of God’s forbidden tree, and he sinned

			That act of disobedience condemned Adam, Eve, Satan, and the entire creation, and it was that moment the appointment of death was established for all men and the creation was subjected to vanity. It is written in the Hebrew letter, “And inasmuch as it is appointed unto men once to die, and after this cometh judgment; so Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time, apart from sin, to them that wait for him, unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:27-28). Paul wrote, 

			For the creation was subjected to vanity, not of its own will, but by reason of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now” (Romans 8:20-22). 

			It was Adam’s transgression that corrupted the creation and caused it be subjected to vanity and brought death into God’s perfect world. Romans 5:12-21 establishes that fact beyond the shadow of a doubt. Viewing the first part of each verse in Romans 5:12-21 sums up the message of doom that was caused by Adam’s trespass: “Therefore, as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin; and so death passed unto all men, for that all sinned” (v12); “For if by the trespass of the one the many died....” (v15); “…for the judgment came of one unto condemnation…” (v16); “For if, by the trespass of the one, death reigned through the one…” (v17); “So then as through one trespass the judgment came unto all men to condemnation...” (v18); “For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners…” (v19). From this it is very clear that it was just one trespass, and only one trespass, or Adam’s sin that condemned the creation and caused the reign of death.

			It was Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross that annulled Adam’s trespass and abolished its consequence, which is death. By summing up the message of the second part of those verses we see the power of Jesus and his cross to annul Adam’s sin and cancel its consequences: They declare “…much more did the grace of God, and the gift by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abound unto the many” (v15); “…but the free gift came of many trespasses unto justification.” (V16); “…much more shall they that receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one, even Jesus Christ (v17); “…even so through one act of righteousness the free gift came unto all men to justification of life (v18); “…even so through the obedience of the one shall the many be made righteous” (v19). Why is it so difficult to put those verses together as they are written and accept them for what they say? Doing that declares that just as it was one act of disobedience that condemned the creation, so also it was only one act of righteousness, or the Cross, that immediately annulled Adam’s sin, restored the creation back to its original perfection, set all men free from law, sin, condemnation, and death; and gave all men eternal life—if they will accept it. Jesus summed all of this up very well when he said to Martha, “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth on me, though he die, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall never die. Believest thou this?” (John 11:25–26).

			God keeps his promises and his commandments, and once a sin had been committed He had but one of two choices to make—He must either condemn the sinner and the creation as he said he would do, or He must make a way to forgive the sinner and redeem the creation. God loved his world so much he chose the second way, but at infinite cost to himself and to the Word—who Himself is God (John 1:1-2). For God to redeem the world that had fallen, the Almighty himself must leave the Godhead by being born to a virgin and become a man. It is the Word, who is God, who must leave the Godhead to become the Son of man and the Son of God, and He would live a perfect life without sin until he was about thirty years of age. Then he would offer his life from a cross as a human sacrifice that would take away Adam’s sin and all the sins of the world (John 1:29). It was Adam’s act of insubordination that condemned the world, and it was Jesus’ infinite act of obedience that restored the creation back to God in its original glory and holiness, and greater, and God had to become a man to accomplish that (Hebrews 2:14-16).

			Adam’s sin immediately brought condemnation upon all men, and that condemnation was the appointment with death that fell upon the entire creation. It is written in the Hebrew letter, “And inasmuch as it is appointed unto men once to die, and after this cometh judgment; so Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time, apart from sin, to them that wait for him, unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:27-28). The very verse that states that men were appointed to death because of Adam’s sin also reveals the way out of it; that way out is Christ who came to take away Adam’s sin and all sin, and restore righteousness. John wrote, “On the morrow he seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world!” John also wrote, 

			If we say that we have fellowship with him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (1 John 1:6-8) 

			Once a person understands that all their sins have been forgiven by the blood of Jesus and his death on the cross, and his resurrection, they should also understand that they no longer face death, or the fear of death; for when there is no sin, there is no death, and when there is no death, there can be no fear of death.

			Therefore, death does not exist in the Christian world, and Jesus himself said that, just as John wrote, “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth on me, though he die, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall never die. Believest thou this?” (John 11:25-26). All who have lived in the faith as believers of God, but have died, shall live again—and all those who are still alive and live in that faith shall never die. This means all who live in the Holy Faith shall never see death, for in the Christian world death does not exist, it is called a sleep. Matthew wrote, “and the tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints that had fallen asleep were raised” (Matthew 27:52). Luke wrote, “And they stoned Stephen, calling upon the Lord, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep” (Acts 7:59-60). What a powerful force it was that allowed a man who was suffering greatly by being stoned—stoned by having large rocks hurled upon him the size of grapefruit until he was dead and he was covered with stones—and then suddenly awake in the same moment to find himself in the most beautiful place he could ever imagine, and he would live in that home forever. There is coming the day when Stephan’s body shall also live again forever, and in a new world.

			One of the most horrible pains anyone can experience is losing a loved one, and that loss is called death. It is a man losing his wife, a wife losing her husband, or parents losing a child. Such grief and pain seems almost impossible to bear, and there is no way to escape those feelings. Even the animal world falls into this condemnation. There are animals such as wolves, swans, geese, eagles, parrots and many others that mate for life, and most of them will only mate once. If they lose their mate they grieve terribly, and some of them grieve themselves even unto death. What a powerful force death is! But if a person can understand that when they lose a precious loved one to death their loved one has not died at all; they have just fallen asleep—It might be a long, long sleep, but nevertheless it is a sleep—and it is not forever. The person who is left knows that one day they shall be with their loved one again, and that helps relieve the heartache. Christ is the answer to all of our tribulations. 

			Death is very real and the fear of death is very painful. That is the reason the Son of God came into the world; He came to abolish death and take away its fear. The Hebrew writer said, “Since then the children are sharers in flesh and blood, he also himself in like manner partook of the same; that through death he might bring to nought him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and might deliver all them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Hebrews 2:14-16). 

			The pain a person experiences by losing a loved one is caused by knowing they shall not see their mate again in this world. One example of how painful death is when two people who have walked together, talked together, ate together, slept together and had beautiful a relationship with each other for many years: and then in just an instant one of them is gone. The one who is left experiences a feeling that is so sad and so lonely it cannot be explained—it can only be felt. Then the presence of loved one who fell asleep is replaced by the horrible feeling of sorrow and loneliness. However, that pain can be relieved by prayer and by believing the promises of Jesus—that the person who left did not die; they just went home to be with their Father and their church family that had gone on before them. Relief comes to the one who is left by knowing that someday they to shall to pass into that same world to be with their loved one again, and forever. Death is going to happen and there is no way out of it except to believe in Christ and his promises, and Jesus and his promises are most certain and very real.

			I read of a man who had been married to the same woman for many years. She was old, ill, and her husband was holding her when she fell asleep. His last words to her, as he was crying and as his children were with him were, “Honey, call me home.” His children said they would never forget those words. It was “Honey” who called her husband home just twenty-eight days later, a true blessing from God. The old man who was holding his dying mate and crying was just experiencing a natural emotion that only humans have. Why do we do that? Animals mourn and grieve but they do not shed tears. Some have said real men don’t cry. Not so! Crying should be viewed as a natural way of relieving great emotional pain and agony that can be alleviated no other way, and men are not exempt. Laughing that is caused by experiencing great happiness and joy can cause tears; it can cause one to cry just as a horrible experience of great pain can cause one to cry. In any case laughing and crying are emotional experiences that no one should try to restrain.

			There was an occasion when President Eisenhower was being interviewed about his experiences being the commander of the military forces during World War Two. He was asked a question about Normandy, and Ike became very quiet. Then he became emotional and he wept. He was the commander of men he loved, and they loved him, and he knew when they were chosen to invade the Normandy beaches many of them would die, and he did not take that lightly. If General, then President Eisenhower wept, and if Jesus wept, then crying cannot be a sign of weakness, it is a demonstration of strength and compassion.

			There was a little boy, he was about eleven or twelve, and he noticed that his father never cried when everyone else was crying. His father had a caring face of concern but no tears. That little boy had a little dog, and he loved it like a brother. The little dog died, and when his mom and dad told him his little dog had gone to heaven, he broke up and started crying uncontrollably, and his mother was crying with him. He looked up at his father and he saw a big tear running down his cheek from his right eye. The little boy’s sister also noticed that her father never cried. But she said when her grandmother died, her father’s mother, he had a big tear in his eye. I feel so sorry for people who can’t or won’t cry. 

			There was a beautiful young woman who lost her husband to death. After the funeral when they were in the cemetery, and her husband was about to be lowered into the ground, she became highly emotional and started crying. Her friends tried to comfort her by hugging her and saying, honey don’t cry, its ok, don’t cry. There was another friend of both her and her husband, and he just took hold of her and pulled her closely to him and he said, honey, you just put your head on my shoulder and you cry until you just can’t cry anymore, and I will put on a dry shirt. 

			When a person dies, and they are a Christian, they just meet the appointment Adam made for them by his original sin, and they leave this world of suffering, anxiety, grief, pain and uncertainty—and they go home to the eternal world of glory where death does not exist.

			Death, as it is called, must happen for a person escape this world and enter the next, and that is why Paul called death a victory; death is our only escape from this world into the next. There were only two men who did not experience Adam’s appointment with death; they were Enoch, the seventh from Adam (Genesis 5:21-24), and the prophet Elijah (2 Kings 2:11-12). But without Christ there is no reason to view death as a victory. Paul wrote, 

			Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell you a mystery: We all shall not sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. But when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting? The sting of death is sin; and the power of sin is the law: but thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:50-57)

			When Christ was resurrected from the tomb he destroyed sin, and with sin he destroyed death, and therefore, for the person of the faith there is no such thing as death, it just doesn’t exist. It takes great faith to see that and believe it, and it takes great faith to attend a memorial service for one who has died, and all that is of left of them is a little box of their ashes; and believe those ashes shall live again and become the body of the person who died. But if we believe in Jesus and we believe he is real, and if we believe the Bible to be the Word of God, then we know His promises are true. 

			I read of an actress who many years ago played in many movies. She was beautiful and well behaved, and she played only the parts in movies that were of high moral caricature, such as no bad language and no bedroom scenes—but she had more than a tremendous fear of death. If only she could have been taught that there is a way out of death what a relief she could have had; and she is not the only one who has that feeling of fear. 

			Jesus is our only way out of death, he is our only access to the Father, and he is our only hope of leaving death and entering the kingdom of heaven. Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). He also said “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth on me, though he die, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall never die. Believest thou this?” (John 11:25-26).

			There are many people who have the same tremendous fear of death that this actress had, but if they can be taught, or if they will read the Bible, they can see that there is an escape, and that there is a way out of death forever, and what an infinite relief it is to know that. If we can believe that Jesus is real and that he truly is the Son of God; that He lived some thirty-three years on this earth as a man who could work miracles; that his purpose in coming into the world was to give his life on a cross to abolish death and take away sin; then we can believe his promises. Jesus promised us that he will deliver us out of the king of terrors, as Job called it (Job 18:14), and into his kingdom. Therefore instead of Christians fearing death and looking at it as the king of terrors, as did Job, they should view it as the only way they have to exit this present evil world of sin and suffering, and the only way they have of entering the glorious and perfect kingdom of God where not even the least little thing can go wrong that could cause pain or sorrow. There is nothing in the kingdom of God that can cause discomfort, pain, suffering, or anxiety in even the smallest way.

			The kingdom we are living in now (the church), and the kingdom we shall someday enter when we leave this world is called the kingdom of heaven, or the kingdom of God, and both of them are one and the same kingdom. Mark wrote, “Now after John was delivered up, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:14-15). Matthew wrote, “And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 10:7). The kingdom of heaven came to earth on the Day of Pentecost, and that is the day the church was established.
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