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            Dear Reader,

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “Life isn’t easy, it’s contingent.” - unknown

      

      

      Remy, the female main character of this story, knows the truth of that quote to her bones. Life is unpredictable and pends on the choices we make at every intersection. Guarding her heart has always been Remy’s own obligation by virtue of having parents who love her, but care more about their careers than anything else.

      Don’t judge her too harshly. Like all Layne Daniels leading ladies, she’s imperfect and learning day by day. Just like I am. Just like most of us are.

      XoXo,

      Layne
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      Pirates on the page are awesome. In real life, not so much. If you obtained this book legally, either through purchase or as part of the author’s ARC team, thank you! If you’ve downloaded it anywhere else, you’re reading a stolen copy which puts the author’s ability to publish on at risk. Shitty move.
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        * * *

      

      Stealing books isn’t a victimless crime, and if you’re downloading this book from anywhere but a licensed retailer or my ARC team, you’re an asshole. Knock it off.
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            Note from the Author

          

        

      

    

    
      This is a MFM romance, where the guys are twins. It takes place primarily in a BDSM club and involves the use of toys and club equipment. There are elements of power exchange as well as consensual voyeurism. If that’s not your jam, please skip this one and check out something else from my bookshelf!

      - All my love,

      Layne
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        Ivy

      

      

      My favorite place in all of Club Curve is the soft chaise lounge that sits just off to the side of a row of spanking benches and a trio of Saint Andrew’s crosses. The crosses form a voyeuristic arena for sadists and masochists to connect and to titillate those who are here to watch. The spanking benches, all in a line of glossy stained oak and saddle brown leather, are less about putting on a show. Their purpose is purely about giving and receiving impact discipline, whether for funishment or punishment.

      Once upon a time, it’d been me starfished on those giant wooden X’s. Me stripped and strapped prone over the padded sawhorse-looking devices. Me getting all the pain-pleasure-praise. All the things.

      It’s been a bit since I did any of it, and if I’m completely honest with myself, there’s not any solid reason. Oh, I have plenty of excuses. Some of them are even good ones. But a real reason why I haven’t been playing with any of the unattached Dominants, who frequent Club Curve looking to scene with uncollared, curvy submissives like me? It’s a little too complicated to think about tonight while I’m supervising the play that will take place once members start arriving.

      Once I noticed I was spending all my time at Club Curve watching others play, and not participating, I realized I needed a new role. Not to yuck anyone’s yum, but spectator sex isn’t my kink, but nowhere feels as comfortable as the club. It’s where my friends are. Where I feel seen without judgment. My happy place, though so many of my memories inside these walls involve pain and absolution being delivered at the hands of the sadist Doms I’ve scened with.

      “Ms. Ivy, there will be some new members on the floor tonight. Both D-types and S-types. Keep your eyes moving, okay?” Sir Drew , one of the club’s owners, noticed my dilemma a few months ago and came up with a good solution. A short term one, at least. Being a club monitor is usually a job reserved for members with more of a commanding, take-charge personality. Subbies like me tend to be more service-oriented when we’re not playing.

      I spend enough time serving others and filling that personal-need bucket in my day-to-day life working as a massage therapist. I don’t want to spend my downtime here at Club Curve stocking bottles and clean towels.

      “You can count on me, Sir. I’ll pay extra attention to the new faces.” Luckily, nobody expects me to actually intercede if there are problems. In all my thirty-five years, I can probably count on one hand the number of times I’ve willingly engaged in confrontation. I’m not a doormat. I just avoid situations where there’s a risk of having to argue with others.

      “I know you will, Ivy. You’re such a good helper around here.” Simple praise. My insides melt like goo, and I feel my fair skin blushing bright pink. Sir Drew and I have never played together, despite him being exactly the type of Dom I gravitate toward. There just haven’t ever been any sparks between us.

      Some people don’t need chemistry or attraction in order to give or receive the sort of release BDSM can bring. For me though, it’s inherently sensual. I never really get a sensation of completion in a scene if there isn’t a strong connection between me and my Dom. Still, the commanding way Sir Drew addresses me strokes the edges of my innate need to please. For now, it’s enough to pull me into the right headspace for the night.

      I keep my eyes moving over the large, open space as it fills with a wide variety of people. I easily recognize most everyone, though some have on masks or fetwear. Although Club Curve is private, there are a lot of members, and some people are more private about their identities than others. And, of course, some members are into pet play and wear their puppy masks or kitty-cat hoods. Cute in a kinky way, but once again, not my yum.

      “Excuse me, Mistress? Do you know where the negotiation templates are?” The whisper-soft voice behind me carries enough deference that I know, when I turn, I’ll find one of the new members Drew asked me to keep my eye out for. Only a new to the club sub would call me mistress. Everyone else knows, even if I’m wearing one of the badges to identify me as a club monitors, I’m nowhere near the type of woman who would expect Domme honorifics.

      Sure enough, the timid mouse of a girl behind me is at least a decade younger than me, and so shiny in her newness she’s still got that new-subbie glow. Her eyes are so wide I can nearly see the whites all around the irises, her pupils blown wide in scared excitement. She’s adorable, and already, I know the unattached Doms around here will go nuts for her.

      “Sure, let me show you. First though, see this bracelet?” I gesture to the bright turquoise rubber that stretches around my wrist, and her eyes drop to it obediently. Damn, she’s so eager to please it’s absolute instinct.

      “It identifies me as an uncollared sub in the same way yours indicates you’re an uncollared newbie submissive. Remember the colors taught in Club Curve 101?” The course is a prerequisite for joining, regardless of whether someone is new to BDSM or just new to our safe little corner of it.

      The girl looks at the white band around her wrist, one reserved for submissives who have been members for less than three months and are members without a Dom to take responsibility for them. White bracelets are a symbol the entire club takes seriously. These are the most vulnerable members here, and regardless of whether taking charge is natural as it is for the Doms who play here, or whether it’s nearly impossible for us to be bossy, it’s our duty to look after the white bracelet types.

      “Um, yes?” Her answer is its own question, but I know she needs time and space to figure out what she did wrong. Asking me for help was absolutely the right thing to do, but in a place like this, words matter. Titles and honorifics matter. I wait patiently for her to figure it out.
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