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Congratulations on taking this exciting and important step toward becoming an FAA-certified Remote Pilot! Earning your Part 107 certificate is the key that unlocks incredible opportunities in the world of commercial drone operations, from stunning aerial cinematography and real estate photography to precision agriculture and infrastructure inspection. It all begins with one critical milestone: passing the FAA’s Unmanned Aircraft General (UAG) knowledge exam.

The most significant advantage of this guide is that it is in full color. The official FAA exam is administered on a computer with color-coded sectional charts and diagrams. Studying in black and white puts you at a severe disadvantage. This book ensures you are practicing with materials that look exactly like what you will see on test day. You will learn to instantly recognize the airspace boundaries, weather patterns, and navigation symbols that are crucial for both passing the exam and flying safely.

This guide is organized to align directly with the FAA’s official Airman Certification Standards (ACS). We cover every required knowledge area in depth, including:


	
Regulations: Clear summaries of all applicable Part 107 rules, from operating limitations to accident reporting.

	
Airspace: Demystifying Class B, C, D, E, and G airspace with full-color diagrams and real-world examples.

	
Weather: Learning to read and interpret METARs and TAFs to make safe go/no-go decisions.

	
Loading & Performance: Understanding how weight, balance, and density altitude affect your drone’s performance.

	
Operations: Covering everything from radio communication procedures and airport operations to emergency procedures and aeronautical decision-making.



To solidify your understanding, each chapter concludes with targeted practice questions. This guide also includes three full-length, 60-question practice exams that give you a realistic simulation of the entire experience. Our content is meticulously researched from official FAA sources, so you can trust you are learning exactly what you need to know.

You have the ambition. With this guide, you have the right tools. We have removed the frustration from the study process so you can focus on mastering the material.

Let’s prepare for takeoff.
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I. Regulations
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Task A. General
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Applicability of 14 CFR Part 107

Part 107 is the main set of rules for flying most civil small drones (sUAS) within the U.S. National Airspace System (NAS). It covers drone registration, pilot certification, and the operational limits on how drones can be used for commercial and other non-recreational purposes.

However, Part 107 does not apply to certain specific types of operations. Understanding these exceptions is important for determining which rules govern a particular flight.

Important Concept: Scope of Part 107

If you are flying a drone that weighs less than 55 pounds for any purpose other than pure recreation, you are almost certainly operating under Part 107.

Part 107 does not apply to:


	Limited recreational operations (which are governed by 49 U.S.C. § 44809)

	Operations conducted outside the United States

	Amateur rockets

	Moored balloons, unmanned free balloons, and kites

	Public aircraft operations (e.g., government or law enforcement)

	Air carrier operations



Key Definitions for Part 107

Understanding the specific terminology used in Part 107 is essential for correctly interpreting the regulations. The FAA defines several key roles, components, and concepts that form the foundation of the rules.

Key Definitions


	
Small Unmanned Aircraft (sUA): An unmanned aircraft weighing less than 55 pounds on takeoff, including everything that is on board or attached to the aircraft.

	
Small Unmanned Aircraft System (sUAS): The sUA itself plus all its associated elements required for safe operation, such as the control station, communication links, and components.

	
Control Station (CS): The interface (e.g., a remote controller) used by the remote pilot or person manipulating the controls to fly the sUA.

	
Remote Pilot in Command (Remote PIC): A person holding an FAA Remote Pilot Certificate who has the final authority and responsibility for the operation and safety of a flight conducted under Part 107.

	
Person Manipulating the Controls: A person other than the Remote PIC who is flying the sUA under the direct supervision of the Remote PIC.

	
Visual Observer (VO): A crewmember designated by the Remote PIC to assist in seeing and avoiding other air traffic or ground-based objects.

	
Corrective Lenses: Standard eyeglasses or contact lenses.



Falsification, Reproduction, or Alteration of Records

Under 14 CFR §107.5, integrity in all required documentation is mandatory. The FAA prohibits any fraudulent or intentionally false statements on records and reports used to show compliance with Part 107. This includes altering or reproducing any certificate, rating, or authorization for a fraudulent purpose.

Violating this rule can lead to significant consequences, as the FAA relies on the accuracy of these documents to ensure safety in the National Airspace System.

Important Concept: Integrity of Documentation

Any act of dishonesty involving official FAA paperwork is a serious offense.

Consequences of Falsification:


	Denial of an application for a remote pilot certificate or waiver.

	Suspension or revocation of any certificate, waiver, or other authorization you already hold.

	Imposition of civil penalties (fines).



Accident Reporting

A Remote Pilot in Command (Remote PIC) is required to report an sUAS accident to the FAA within 10 calendar days if it meets specific injury or property damage thresholds. This requirement ensures the FAA can track sUAS incidents, identify safety trends, and investigate when necessary.

FAA Reporting Thresholds:


	
Serious Injury: Any injury to a person that is classified as Level 3 or higher on the Abbreviated Injury Scale (AIS). This includes any loss of consciousness, a broken bone, a head trauma, or a laceration that requires sutures (stitches).

	
Property Damage: Damage to any property, other than the sUAS itself, where the cost to repair or replace the item (whichever is lower) exceeds $500.



Exam Tip: Memorize the Reporting Triggers

For the Part 107 exam, you must know the three key components of the FAA accident reporting rule:


1. Serious injury to any person.

2. Property damage greater than $500 (excluding the drone).

3. The report must be filed within 10 days.



The report should be made to the appropriate FAA Regional Operations Center (ROC) or the local Flight Standards District Office (FSDO).

NTSB Reporting Distinction

Certain sUAS accidents must also be reported immediately to the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB). The NTSB has different criteria, which include any accident involving a death, serious injury, or “substantial damage” to an unmanned aircraft with a maximum gross takeoff weight of 300 pounds or greater. For Part 107 operators (sUAS under 55 lbs), NTSB reporting is primarily relevant in cases of serious injury or death.

Inspection, Testing, and Demonstration of Compliance

Under 14 CFR §107.7, a Remote Pilot in Command (Remote PIC), sUAS owner, or person manipulating the controls must be able to demonstrate compliance with FAA regulations at any time during an operation. This means having required documentation available and cooperating with any authorized inspections or tests.

Documentation Requirements:


	The Remote PIC must have their Remote Pilot Certificate and a valid form of identification (e.g., driver’s license, passport) in their physical possession and readily accessible while flying.

	These documents must be presented for inspection upon request.



Who Can Request an Inspection?


	You must present your certificate and ID, and make any required records available, to any of the following individuals:

	An authorized representative of the FAA (Administrator).

	An authorized representative of the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB).

	Any Federal, State, or local law enforcement officer.

	An authorized representative of the Transportation Security Administration (TSA).



System Inspection and Testing:

In addition to document checks, the FAA has the authority to test or inspect the sUAS, the Remote PIC, the person manipulating the controls, and the Visual Observer to ensure they are complying with Part 107 rules.

Operating Multiple Unmanned Aircraft

The regulation under 14 CFR §107.35 is direct and absolute: one person cannot operate more than one unmanned aircraft at the same time. This rule applies to every member of the flight crew.

The rule is designed to ensure that the crew’s full attention is dedicated to a single sUAS operation, preventing the division of focus that could lead to a loss of situational awareness.


	A Remote PIC cannot command more than one sUAS simultaneously.

	A person manipulating the controls cannot fly more than one sUAS simultaneously.

	A Visual Observer cannot be responsible for watching more than one sUAS simultaneously.



Record Retention for Operations Over People

For manufacturers, designers, or modifiers of sUAS intended for operations over people (Category 2 or 3), specific record-keeping requirements apply. These rules ensure that the FAA can verify that an sUAS meets the necessary safety standards defined in its Declaration of Compliance (DOC) or Means of Compliance (MOC).

The length of time records must be kept depends on your role in the sUAS’s creation.


	
Producers/Manufacturers: Must retain supporting information for a DOC for two years after production of that sUAS model ceases.

	
Designers/Modifiers: Must retain supporting information for a DOC for two years after submitting the DOC to the FAA.

	
Means of Compliance (MOC): The detailed description of an MOC must be retained for as long as the MOC remains accepted by the FAA.



These records must be made available to the FAA upon request.

Remote Identification (Remote ID) Compliance

As of September 16, 2023, most sUAS operating in the National Airspace System must be equipped with Remote ID. This technology broadcasts identification and location information, enhancing safety and security by allowing the FAA, law enforcement, and other agencies to distinguish compliant drones from potential threats.

For sUAS that were not manufactured with built-in Remote ID (Standard Remote ID), there are two primary ways to comply with the rule.

Compliance Options for sUAS without Standard Remote ID:


1. Use a Remote ID Broadcast Module:




	This is a separate device attached to the sUAS that broadcasts the required message elements (e.g., drone’s serial number, location, altitude, and takeoff point).

	The serial number of the broadcast module must be listed on the sUAS’s Certificate of Aircraft Registration.

	A module can be moved between different aircraft, but the registration for each aircraft must be updated with the module’s serial number before it is flown.

	Operations with a broadcast module must be conducted within Visual Line of Sight (VLOS).




2. Operate within an FAA-Recognized Identification Area (FRIA):




	A FRIA is a specific geographic area where sUAS without Remote ID capabilities can be legally flown.

	These areas are approved by the FAA and are typically established for educational institutions or community-based organizations.

	Operations within a FRIA must also be conducted within VLOS.



Task A. General – Practice Questions

1. Which of the following operations is subject to the requirements of 14 CFR Part 107?




A. Flying a kite to collect weather data.

B. Operating an sUAS for a fire department under public aircraft operation rules.

C. Using a 10-pound drone to take commercial real estate photos.



Answer



2. According to 14 CFR Part 107, who is ultimately responsible for the safe operation of the small unmanned aircraft system?





A. Flying The Visual Observer.

B. The Remote Pilot in Command.

C. The person manipulating the controls.




Answer



3. A remote pilot intentionally falsifies a maintenance record for their sUAS. This act could be a basis for





A. a mandatory flight review.

B. suspension or revocation of their remote pilot certificate.

C. a warning notice from the NTSB.




Answer



4. During an operation, an sUAS collides with a building, causing $750 worth of damage to the building’s window. The drone itself is completely destroyed. When must the Remote PIC report this accident to the FAA?





A. Within 10 calendar days.

B. Within 24 hours.

C. A report is not required.




Answer



5. A remote pilot is approached by a local law enforcement officer who asks to see their pilot certification. The remote pilot must




A. refer the officer to the local FAA FSDO.

B. only comply if an FAA inspector is also present.

C. present their remote pilot certificate and identification for inspection.



Answer



6. According to 14 CFR Part 107, is it permissible for a single Remote PIC to operate two sUAS at the same time if they are both within visual line of sight?




A. Yes, if a visual observer is assigned to each aircraft.

B. No, a person may not act as a remote pilot for more than one unmanned aircraft at the same time.

C. Yes, if the operation is conducted in a sparsely populated area.



Answer



7. A person modifies an existing sUAS and submits a Declaration of Compliance to the FAA for Category 3 operations. For what period must they retain the supporting documentation?




A. For two years after the date the Declaration of Compliance was submitted.

B. For one year after the last flight of the modified sUAS.

C. For five years from the date of the modification.



Answer



8. A remote pilot owns two drones and one Remote ID broadcast module. If the pilot moves the module from the first drone to the second, what must be done before flying the second drone?




A. The Certificate of Aircraft Registration for the second drone must be updated with the module’s serial number.

B. A new pre-flight inspection checklist must be created for the drone-module combination.

C. The pilot must notify the local FSDO of the equipment change.



Answer
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Task B. Operating Rules


[image: ]




sUAS Registration and Marking

Before any operation under Part 107, a small unmanned aircraft must be registered with the FAA. The primary method for this is through the streamlined online system established by 14 CFR Part 48, which is designed for sUAS operated within the United States. Registration ensures accountability and traceability of all unmanned aircraft operating in the National Airspace System.

Registration Requirements


	
Who Must Register: The owner of any sUAS that will be operated under Part 107 must register it. The only exception is for aircraft weighing 0.55 pounds or less that are flown exclusively for recreational purposes.

	
Eligibility: The owner must be a U.S. citizen, a legal resident alien, or a specific type of U.S.-based corporation.

	
Minimum Age: The person registering the sUAS must be at least 13 years of age. If the owner is younger than 13, a person who is at least 13 must register it on their behalf.

	
Where to Register: Registration is completed online through the FAA’s DroneZone website.



Important Concept: Part 107 vs. Recreational Registration


  Part 107 (Commercial): Registration is per-aircraft. Each drone gets its own unique registration number.

  Recreational: Registration is per-owner. A recreational flyer receives one registration number that can be used on all the drones they own.



Certificate of Registration Details


	
Cost: The fee for issuing or renewing a registration is $5.

	
Validity: A Certificate of Aircraft Registration is valid for 3 years.

	
Information Updates: If any of the information provided during registration changes (e.g., address, email, or if the drone is sold or destroyed), the owner must update the information in the DroneZone system within 14 calendar days.

	
Invalidation: Registration becomes invalid if the aircraft is sold, destroyed, registered in a foreign country, or the owner loses their U.S. citizenship or resident alien status.



Aircraft Marking Requirements

After registering, the unique identifier (registration number) issued by the FAA must be physically displayed on the aircraft.


	
Location: The number must be on an external surface of the sUAS.

	
Visibility: It must be legible and maintained in a readable condition.

	
Durability: The marking must be affixed to the aircraft in a way that ensures it will remain attached for the duration of each operation.



Condition for Safe Operation

Under 14 CFR §107.15, the Remote Pilot in Command (Remote PIC) is responsible for ensuring the sUAS is safe to fly. This is a continuous responsibility that begins before takeoff and lasts until the operation is complete.


	
Preflight Check: Before every flight, the Remote PIC must conduct a check of the small unmanned aircraft system to verify that it is in a condition for safe operation. This includes inspecting the aircraft, control station, and any other necessary components.

	
Ongoing Assessment: The duty to ensure safety does not end after takeoff. If the Remote PIC knows or has reason to know that the sUAS is no longer in a condition for safe operation, they must terminate the flight.



Medical Condition

The fitness of the flight crew is just as critical as the mechanical condition of the aircraft. Under 14 CFR §107.17, no person may act as a Remote PIC, person manipulating the controls, or Visual Observer if they have a physical or mental condition that could interfere with the safe operation of the sUAS.

While a formal FAA medical certificate is not required for a Remote Pilot Certificate, a self-assessment of fitness for flight is mandatory for all crew members.

Understanding Your Medical Responsibility

Although you do not need to visit an Aviation Medical Examiner, you are still legally prohibited from flying if you are medically unfit. This includes temporary conditions like illness, fatigue, or the effects of medication. Examples of conditions that could interfere with safe operation:


	Taking any medication that warns against operating heavy machinery.

	Illness causing symptoms like blurred vision, dizziness, or severe pain.

	A temporary or permanent loss of dexterity needed to operate the control station.

	An impairment that prevents effective communication among the crew, unless an alternative method (like sign language) is used.



Responsibility and Authority of the Remote PIC

The Remote Pilot in Command (Remote PIC) is the key figure in any Part 107 operation. As defined in 14 CFR §107.19, the Remote PIC is the final authority as to the operation of the sUAS. Their decisions regarding safety and regulatory compliance are paramount and cannot be overruled by a client, employer, or other crewmember.

Core Responsibilities of the Remote PIC:


	Must be designated before or during the flight.

	Is directly responsible for, and is the final authority as to, the operation.

	Must ensure the sUAS will pose no undue hazard to people, aircraft, or property in the event of a loss of control.

	Must ensure the entire operation complies with all applicable Part 107 regulations.

	Must have the ability to direct the sUAS to ensure compliance with all rules.



In-Flight Emergencies

Safety is the highest priority in aviation. 14 CFR §107.21 grants the Remote Pilot in Command (Remote PIC) the authority to deviate from the rules of Part 107 during an in-flight emergency.


	
Authority to Deviate: In an emergency requiring immediate action, the Remote PIC may deviate from any Part 107 rule to the extent necessary to safely resolve the situation. For example, the PIC could fly over people or beyond visual line of sight if it is the safest course of action to avoid a mid-air collision.

	
Reporting Requirement: After deviating from a rule during an emergency, the Remote PIC is only required to send a written report of the deviation to the FAA if requested to do so by the Administrator.



Exam Tip

The requirement to file a report after an emergency deviation is not automatic. Pay close attention to questions on the exam; a report is only mandatory if the FAA asks for one.

Hazardous Operations

14 CFR §107.23 establishes broad safety rules that prohibit operating an sUAS in a manner that creates an unnecessary risk to others.

Careless or Reckless Operation

No person may operate an sUAS in a careless or reckless manner so as to endanger the life or property of another. This is a general safety regulation that prohibits flying in a way that demonstrates a disregard for the safety of others. Examples could include flying aggressively close to people, vehicles, or buildings without a clear operational need.

Dropping Objects

A person may not allow an object to be dropped from a small unmanned aircraft in a manner that creates an undue hazard to persons or property. This rule does not prohibit dropping objects entirely. It means that if an operation involves dropping items (e.g., for agriculture, rescue, or delivery), it must be done in a way that ensures the safety of people and property on the ground. The Remote PIC is responsible for assessing the risk and ensuring the operation is safe.

Operating from a Moving Vehicle or Aircraft

14 CFR §107.25 places strict limitations on operating an sUAS from a moving platform to ensure the Remote PIC can maintain situational awareness and control.



	Platform

	Rule

	Conditions / Restrictions




	Moving Aircraft

	Prohibited

	It is never permissible to operate an sUAS from a moving airplane, helicopter, or any other type of manned aircraft.




	Moving Land or Water Vehicle

	Permitted

	The operation must be conducted over a sparsely populated area, AND the sUAS is not transporting another person’s property for compensation or hire.





Alcohol and Drugs

Part 107 incorporates the same strict rules regarding alcohol and drug use that apply to pilots of manned aircraft under 14 CFR Part 91. These regulations apply to every crewmember, including the Remote Pilot in Command (Remote PIC), the person manipulating the controls, and the Visual Observer.

Prohibitions on Use (§91.17):

No person may act as a crewmember of an sUAS:


	Within 8 hours after consuming any alcoholic beverage (“8 hours bottle to throttle”).

	While under the influence of alcohol.

	While having a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.04% or greater.

	While using any drug that affects their faculties in any way contrary to safety.



Testing and Enforcement:


	
Implied Consent: As a certificate holder, you must submit to a blood or breath test upon the request of a law enforcement officer who has reason to suspect a violation.

	
FAA Request: The FAA can also request that you furnish the results of any alcohol or drug tests taken within 4 hours of an operation.



Consequences of Violations:

Violating these rules, being convicted of a federal or state drug/alcohol statute, or refusing to submit to a test can result in severe penalties.


	
Refusal to Test: Refusing to submit to a required alcohol test is grounds for the denial of an application for a Remote Pilot Certificate, or the suspension or revocation of a certificate you already hold.

	
Drug/Alcohol Offenses: A conviction related to narcotic drugs, marijuana, or other controlled substances is also grounds for denial, suspension, or revocation of your certificate.



Daylight, Twilight, and Night Operations

While sUAS operations are permitted at any time of day, flying during periods of low light (civil twilight and night) requires the Remote PIC to meet specific training requirements and the sUAS to have special equipment.

Key Definitions


	
Daylight: The period from official sunrise to official sunset.

	
Civil Twilight: The period 30 minutes before official sunrise and 30 minutes after official sunset.

	
Night: The period between the end of evening civil twilight and the beginning of morning civil twilight.



Requirements for Twilight and Night Operations:

To operate an sUAS during civil twilight or at night, two conditions must be met:


	
Pilot Training: The Remote PIC must have completed the updated initial knowledge test or recurrent training after April 6, 2021, which includes questions on night operations.

	The sUAS must be equipped with anti-collision lighting that is: 
	Visible for at least 3 statute miles.

	Has a flash rate sufficient to avoid a collision.







The Remote PIC may reduce the intensity of the anti-collision lights if they determine it is in the interest of safety (e.g., to reduce glare), but they may not extinguish them.



	Time of Operation

	Anti-Collision Lights Required?




	Daylight

	No




	Civil Twilight

	Yes (Visible for 3 statute miles)




	Night

	Yes (Visible for 3 statute miles)





Visual Line of Sight (VLOS) Operations

The cornerstone of sUAS safety under Part 107 is the requirement to maintain Visual Line of Sight (VLOS). This rule ensures that the flight crew can see the aircraft at all times, allowing them to monitor its position, avoid other air traffic, and ensure it does not pose a hazard.


	
Who must see the aircraft: The Remote Pilot in Command (Remote PIC), the person manipulating the controls, and the Visual Observer (if used).

	
How they must see it: With vision that is unaided by any device other than corrective lenses (eyeglasses or contact lenses). Binoculars, telescopes, or first-person view (FPV) cameras do not satisfy the VLOS requirement, though they can be used momentarily to enhance situational awareness.

	
Why VLOS is required: To know the sUAS’s location, determine its attitude and direction, observe the airspace for hazards, and ensure it does not endanger life or property.









Important Concept: The See-and-Avoid Doctrine

VLOS is the sUAS pilot’s primary method of complying with the fundamental aviation principle of “see and avoid.” At any point during the flight, either the Remote PIC or a designated Visual Observer must be able to see the aircraft and scan the surrounding airspace.

Using a Visual Observer (VO)

A Visual Observer (VO) is an optional but highly valuable crewmember who can be designated by the Remote PIC to assist with maintaining VLOS and situational awareness. While not required for a standard Part 107 operation, using a VO is a key risk mitigation strategy, especially in complex or high-traffic environments.

When a VO is used, specific requirements must be met to ensure the crew operates as a cohesive team.


	
Effective Communication: The Remote PIC, person manipulating the controls, and the VO must maintain effective, direct communication with each other at all times. This can be achieved through speech, radio, or other reliable methods.

	
VO’s Line of Sight: The Remote PIC must ensure the VO is positioned to be able to see the sUAS and scan the surrounding airspace effectively, meeting all the standard VLOS requirements.

	
Coordination: The entire crew must coordinate their duties, scanning the airspace for potential collision hazards and maintaining awareness of the sUAS’s position through direct visual observation.



Prohibition on Operating Multiple sUAS

The regulation under 14 CFR §107.35 is unambiguous: a person cannot operate more than one unmanned aircraft at the same time. This rule is designed to prevent the division of attention that could compromise safety.


	
One Person, One Drone: This limitation applies to every member of the flight crew.

	
A Remote PIC cannot be in command of more than one sUAS at a time.

	
A person manipulating the controls cannot fly more than one sUAS at a time.

	
A Visual Observer cannot be responsible for observing more than one sUAS at a time.



Prohibition on Carrying Hazardous Material

Under 14 CFR §107.36, a small unmanned aircraft is prohibited from carrying hazardous material (HAZMAT). This is a strict limitation to prevent the risks associated with transporting dangerous goods via sUAS under Part 107.

Hazardous Material: A substance or material that the Secretary of Transportation has determined is capable of posing an unreasonable risk to health, safety, and property when transported. The official definition and list of materials are found in the Department of Transportation regulations (49 CFR 171.8).

It is important to note that the sUAS’s own lithium-ion battery is not considered hazardous material in this context; the rule applies to the transportation of hazardous materials as cargo. Operations intending to carry HAZMAT, such as certain agricultural chemicals, require specific exemptions or certifications outside the scope of Part 107.

Right-of-Way Rules and See-and-Avoid

In the National Airspace System (NAS), sUAS are at the bottom of the right-of-way hierarchy. Under 14 CFR §107.37, the Remote Pilot in Command (Remote PIC) has an absolute responsibility to see and avoid other aircraft and to yield the right of way to all other airborne vehicles.

Important Concept: Yield the Right of Way

“Yielding” means the sUAS must give way to the other aircraft and is prohibited from passing over, under, or ahead of it unless well clear. The fundamental goal is to ensure the other aircraft does not need to take any evasive action. The sUAS pilot is always responsible for preventing a collision hazard.

This see-and-avoid responsibility requires the Remote PIC to be aware of the sUAS’s location and flight path at all times and to actively scan the airspace for any potential conflicts.

Operations Over Human Beings

Flying an sUAS directly over people is generally prohibited under 14 CFR §107.39 due to the risk of injury from a falling aircraft. However, the rule provides specific exceptions that permit this type of operation under controlled conditions.

An sUAS may be operated over a human being ONLY if one of the following conditions is met:


	The person is directly participating in the operation (e.g., the Remote PIC, person manipulating controls, or Visual Observer).

	The person is located under a covered structure or inside a stationary vehicle that provides reasonable protection from a falling sUAS.

	The operation meets the specific safety requirements of one of the four operational categories defined in 14 CFR Part 107, Subpart D. (These categories involve specific aircraft designs, weight limits, and impact energy thresholds.)



Operations in Controlled Airspace

To ensure safety and prevent conflicts with manned aircraft, sUAS operations within most classes of controlled airspace require prior authorization from Air Traffic Control (ATC).

Under 14 CFR §107.41, a remote pilot must obtain ATC authorization before operating in the following airspace classes:


	Class B

	Class C

	Class D

	The surface area of Class E airspace designated for an airport.



Exam Tip

Not all Class E airspace requires authorization. The rule specifically applies to the Class E airspace that begins at the surface around an airport (often depicted by a dashed magenta line on a sectional chart). Authorization for controlled airspace is most commonly obtained through the FAA’s Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability (LAANC) system.

Operating in the Vicinity of Airports

Beyond the specific rules for controlled airspace, 14 CFR §107.43 establishes a general safety requirement for all sUAS operations near airports. This rule applies regardless of the airspace class, including at non-towered airports in Class G airspace.

The Rule: No person may operate an sUAS in a manner that interferes with operations and traffic patterns at any airport, heliport, or seaplane base.

This requires the Remote PIC to maintain awareness of airport operations and be prepared to land or maneuver their sUAS to stay clear of any approaching or departing aircraft.

Operating in Prohibited or Restricted Areas

The FAA designates certain areas of the NAS as Prohibited or Restricted to protect national security or to contain activities that are hazardous to non-participating aircraft (e.g., military exercises).


	
Prohibited Areas (P-###): Flight of aircraft is prohibited at all times. These areas are established for security or other reasons associated with national welfare. Operating an sUAS in a Prohibited Area is not allowed.

	
Restricted Areas (R-###): Flight is not entirely prohibited but is subject to restrictions. These areas contain invisible hazards to aircraft, such as artillery firing or aerial gunnery. To operate an sUAS within a Restricted Area, the remote pilot must have permission from the using or controlling agency.
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