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​DEDICATION
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Dedicated to every citizen of the Eastern Caribbean who chooses empowerment over dependency and to the people of Saint Kitts and Nevis — this guide is for you.

For every family that has struggled to understand the probate process...

for every person who has been left without answers or direction...

and for everyone who refuses to be intimidated by legal systems that should serve them:

May this book give you clarity, confidence, and the power to act.

This work is dedicated to the individuals who believe that knowledge belongs to the people— to those who take responsibility for their affairs, who advocate for their families, and who stand firmly in the belief that lawful rights should be exercised, not feared.

May this guide help you navigate your inheritance, protect your legacy, and uplift your household with strength, dignity, and certainty
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​HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
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This guide is a complete, all-inclusive, step-by-step manual designed to help anyone within the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court (ECSC) Member States prepare and file their own probate or letters of administration application without paying thousands in legal fees.

It covers the entire non-contentious probate and administrative process from start to finish — including:


	
Revocation of a prior grant, where required

	Initial notices and declarations

	Caveats and warnings

	Applications for grants

	Affidavits and supporting documents

	Resealing of foreign grants

	Amendments and corrections

	Final grant of probate or administration

	Citation Process



Every stage has been laid out in simple, direct language so that you can follow each part of the procedure with confidence and accuracy.

Understanding Non-Contentious Probate in the ECSC Region

This guide is built on the principles of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court (Non-Contentious Probate and Administration of Estates) Rules, 2017, which apply across:

Antigua & Barbuda, Anguilla, The Virgin Islands, Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, Saint Kitts & Nevis, Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent & the Grenadines.

“Non-contentious” means that the estate is processed without disputes, litigation, or contested hearings. It refers to the lawful and orderly administration of an estate where:


	heirs and beneficiaries cooperate

	there is no challenge to the will

	there is no dispute over entitlement

	the estate can proceed through documents and filings only



This guide is intentionally structured to help prevent conflict.

Forms such as the Notice to Heirs and Parties, Caveat, Acknowledgment of Service, and Application for Directions ensure that all important persons are notified early and have the opportunity to respond. This promotes transparency, reduces misunderstandings, and avoids unnecessary litigation.

Guided Forms & Fillable Forms

Every form in this book is presented twice — first as a Guided Form, then as a Fillable Form:

	Guided Forms (with sample text)


Guided Forms include example information in brackets (e.g., name of deceased, address, date of death). These examples show you exactly:


	what to write

	where to place information

	how the form should look once completed



Guided Forms help you understand the purpose and structure of the form before you fill it out.

	Fillable Forms (blank, registry-ready)


Fillable Forms reproduce the structure of the High Court’s layout while remaining legally safe for public use. They contain blank lines for:

	Names



	Dates

	Addresses

	Capacities

	Entitlements

	other required information



These forms may be printed, typed, or handwritten neatly and filed directly at your High Court Registry.


	Using these “fillable forms” does not carry any legal conflict or confusion between: government-issued documents and

	documents provided for public assistance through this guide.
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​HOW TO USE THIS BOOK EFFECTIVELY
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Study the Guided Form first — read the example carefully.

	
Then complete the Fillable Form on the following page.

	Each form is placed on its own page for photocopying or printing.

	Examples and clarifying notes appear throughout the book to guide you step-by-step.

	When following the examples, simply replace the guided territory name (“Antigua and Barbuda”) with your own ECSC Member State.



Regional Adaptation across ECSC Member States

This guide is founded on the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court (Non-Contentious Probate and Administration of Estates) Rules, 2017, which apply uniformly across all ECSC Member States.

However, this edition is fully tailored to the procedures and registry practices of Saint Kitts and Nevis.

All explanations, guided examples, instructions, and form structures have been adapted to reflect how the ECSC Rules operate specifically within Saint Kitts and Nevis, ensuring complete accuracy for applicants using the High Court Registry in the Basseterre, Saint Kitts and Nevis.

No cross-country substitutions are required in this edition — every reference, sample, and instruction has been customised for Saint Kitts and Nevis.

Your Path to Confidence, Clarity & Lawful Action

By using this guide carefully, you will learn how to:


	prepare your own documents

	file your own application

	submit your affidavits and forms properly

	comply with ECSC procedure

	complete your probate or administration process lawfully



This book gives you the knowledge, confidence, and tools to manage an estate within any ECSC jurisdiction — independently, accurately, and with full legal clarity.
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INTRODUCTION
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Handling probate and letters of administration in Saint Kitts and Nevis can feel overwhelming, especially for individuals facing the process for the first time. Most people do not have a legal background, and many are unsure where to begin, which forms are required, or how to avoid costly delays. As a result, estates often remain unadministered for years, causing unnecessary hardship, confusion, and financial loss for the families who depend on them.

This guide was created to change that.

The Do-It-Yourself Guide for Probate & Letters of Administration is designed to give every citizen a clear, structured, step-by-step pathway through the entire probate process — from understanding the law, to preparing forms, to filing with the High Court Registry. Each chapter breaks down the requirements into simple language, supported by real-world examples, guided explanations, and official ECSC-formatted templates that you can complete confidently and correctly.

Whether the deceased left a will, died without a will, or the estate presents additional complications — such as minors, mental incapacity, or small estates — this guide empowers you with the knowledge and tools needed to navigate each situation. The goal is not only to help you complete the process, but to help you understand your rights, responsibilities, and options every step of the way.

Probate is not merely a legal procedure; it is an act of honour, responsibility, and protection for your family. By learning how to manage this process yourself, you save time, reduce legal fees, avoid unnecessary setbacks, and take full control of your estate affairs with clarity and confidence.

This book is dedicated to empowering every reader to move through the probate system with certainty, accuracy, and independence. With the right information, you are far more capable than you realize — and this guide will walk with you from start to finish.
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1  ​CHAPTER: STARTING THE PROCESS
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1.1  Understanding the Purpose of Probate and Administration
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Probate is the judicial procedure through which the High Court of Justice confirms that a will is valid and properly executed. Once validated, the Court issues a grant of probate, which legally authorizes the executor named in the will to collect, secure, manage, and distribute the estate of the deceased. 

Probate ensures that the last wishes of the deceased are given lawful effect and that any transfers of property or title carried out by the executor have full legal protection.

Letters of Administration are issued when a person dies without a valid will, or when no executor is able or willing to act. In these circumstances, the Court appoints an administrator, usually a next of kin, to manage and distribute the estate. This process ensures fairness among beneficiaries and prevents unlawful distribution or disputes.

In every ECSC Member State, the law seeks to maintain clarity, fairness, and legal protection among heirs, beneficiaries, and interested parties. Each grant issued by the Court carries the presumption of lawful authority, giving both executors and administrators the power to take possession of estate property, access records, close accounts, and transfer assets.
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1.2  Key Terms used throughout this guide
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To ensure clarity for all applicants across the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court (ECSC) Member States, the following definitions apply throughout the guide:

Estate: All property, assets, rights, obligations, and interests belonging to the deceased at the time of death.

Value / Gross Value: The total worth of the estate before debts and liabilities are deducted. This includes all real property, personal property, money, investments, and other assets.

Standard Will: A properly executed testamentary document that meets the requirements of the applicable law in an ECSC Member State—generally signed by the testator and witnessed by two competent witnesses.

Executor: The person appointed in the will to carry out its instructions and manage the estate after the testator’s death.

Administrator: A person appointed by the High Court to manage the estate when there is no valid executor. This may occur when there is no will, when the executor renounces, or when a prior administrator has died.

Beneficiary: Any individual legally entitled to receive a share of the estate under a will or under intestacy laws.

Next of Kin: The closest living relatives of the deceased according to the Administration of Estates Act or equivalent legislation applicable in the Member State.

Grant: A legal document issued by the High Court of Justice authorizing the executor or administrator to administer the estate. This includes:

Grant of Probate


	Letters of Administration

	Letters of Administration with Will Annexed

	Resealed Foreign Grants

	De Bonis Non Grants (where a prior executor or administrator died)



Court / High Court / Registry: The High Court of Justice (Probate Division) is the judicial body with exclusive jurisdiction over probate and administration matters.

The Registry is the administrative office where all probate filings, applications, forms, and supporting documents are submitted.

Member State: Any jurisdiction governed by the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court, including:

Antigua & Barbuda, Anguilla, The Virgin Islands (BVI), Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, Saint Kitts & Nevis, Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent & the Grenadines.

Authorized Officer: A registry officer empowered under the ECSC Rules to issue grants, examine applications, certify documents, and manage filings.

Propounder: A person who brings forward a will and seeks to have it accepted by the Court as valid—often the executor, but may also be an heir or beneficiary.

Citor: A person who issues a citation requiring another party to take a specific step in the probate process (such as accepting or refusing probate).

Citee: The person served with a citation, usually an executor or heir required to respond within a specified time.

Attorney-at-Law: A legal practitioner admitted to the bar of an ECSC Member State and authorized to represent applicants in probate proceedings (though this guide is designed so applicants may proceed without one).

Recitals : Recitals are the introductory statements in a legal document (such as an affidavit, citation, or application) that set out the background facts, the nature of the matter, and the circumstances giving rise to the request being made to the Court.

They explain why the application is being filed and help the Court understand the factual basis supporting the request.
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1.3  Where to Begin
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Applications for Probate or Administration must be filed at the High Court Registry of the relevant ECSC Member State where the deceased was domiciled or where assets are located.

All filings follow the structure and requirements of the ECSC Non-Contentious Probate Rules, 2017, ensuring uniformity across each Member State.

This guide provides:


	clear explanations

	guided examples

	fillable forms

	step-by-step procedures

	definitions

	and practice notes



So that every applicant—whether an executor, administrator, beneficiary, or next of kin—can navigate the probate process confidently, lawfully, and without unnecessary legal expense.
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1.4  Preparing the Application
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1.4.1 Compiling the Required Documents

Before submitting any application for a Grant of Probate or Letters of Administration, the applicant must gather, verify, and organize all required supporting documents. These documents enable the High Court Registry to confirm the identity of the deceased, the entitlement of the applicant, and the existence or absence of a will.

The following documents are generally required in all ECSC Member States:


	
Certified Copy of the Death Certificate
Issued by the Civil Registry/General Registry of the Member State.

	
The Original Will (if one exists)
Together with two clear photocopies for Registry records.

	Proof of Relationship or Entitlement




Examples include:




	Birth certificate

	Marriage certificate

	Adoption records

	Affidavit of Kinship

	Renunciation by persons with prior entitlement (if applicable)




	
Official Identification of the Applicant
Passport, national ID, or other government-issued identification.

	
Preliminary Estate Valuation
A simple listing of all known assets of the deceased with the estimated gross value of the estate.
(This does not need to be a professional valuation unless required in special cases.)



1.4.2  Certification of Documents

All copies submitted to the Registry must be:


	
Legible,

	
Accurately reproduced, and

	
Properly certified as true copies by a Notary Public, Justice of the Peace, or Commissioner for Oaths, depending on local requirements.



The Registry may reject applications that contain illegible, incomplete, or improperly certified documents.

1.4.3  Completing the Application for a Grant

The application is the formal request submitted to the High Court by the person who has the lawful right to administer the estate.

	When a Will Exists (Probate)


The executor named in the will makes the application for a Grant of Probate.

	When No Will Exists (Administration)


A next of kin or other person entitled under the law applies for Letters of Administration.

	When a Will Exists but No Executor Can Act


A qualified applicant may apply for Letters of Administration with Will Annexed.

1.4.4  Information Required in the Application

Each application—whether guided through this book or completed as a fillable form—must clearly state:


	Full name of the deceased

	Last known address

	Date and place of death

	Whether a will exists

	Full name and address of the applicant

	Relationship or entitlement to the deceased

	Gross value of the estate

	Confirmation that the applicant will administer the estate lawfully and accountably



The applicant must confirm that all information provided is true to the best of their knowledge, information, and belief.

1.4.5  Oath or Affirmation of the Applicant

All ECSC probate applications require the applicant to be sworn or affirmed before a:


	
Commissioner of Oaths,

	
Notary Public, or

	
Justice of the Peace,



depending on the Member State.

This sworn statement confirms:


	The accuracy of the information provided,

	The authenticity of the attached documents, and

	The applicant’s commitment to administer the estate lawfully.



Once completed and sworn, the application and its supporting documents are filed at the High Court Registry of the relevant ECSC territory.
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2   ​CHAPTER: HOW TO APPLY FOR A GRANT OF PROBATE
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When a person dies leaving a valid Will, the executor named in that Will must apply to the High Court of Justice for a Grant of Probate. A Grant of Probate is the Court’s formal authorization permitting the executor to:


	Collect, secure, and manage the assets of the estate,

	Pay lawful debts and expenses, and

	Distribute the estate according to the instructions of the Will.



This process applies to all Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court (ECSC) Member States, except that notarial wills in Saint Lucia follow the separate procedure titled How to Apply for a Grant of Probate of a Notarial Will in Saint Lucia. For all other wills, the original will must be produced, marked, and supported by proof of proper execution.
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2.1   Documents and Forms required
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Step 1 — Application for Grant (Form P-1)

	
Step 2 — Certificate of Search

	
Step 2A — Revocation of Prior Grant (If Applicable)

	
Step 3 — Swear the Oath of Executor/Administrator (Form P-4)

	
Step 4 — Produce and Mark the Original Will (Form P-10)

	
Step 5 — Identity and Proof of Death

	
Step 6 — Evidence of Due Execution of Will (Forms P-8 & P-9)

	
Step 7 — Declaration and Account of Estate (Forms P-6 / P-6A)

	
Step 8 — File the Necessary Affidavits (If Required)

	
Step 9 — Certificate from the Commissioner of Inland Revenue

	
Step 10 — Accounting for All Entitled Persons (Consents & Notices — Form P-15)

	
Step 10 A — Citation Process (If Necessary)

	
Step 11 — Advertisement of Application for Grant (Form P-7)
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2.2  ​​​Step 1 — Preparing Form P-1 (Application for Grant)
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2.2.1 Purpose of the Form

Form P-1 is the primary application form used to request a Grant from the High Court. It is the starting point for every probate or administration case under the ECSC Non-Contentious Probate Rules. This form tells the Registry:

	
who the deceased is,



	
who the applicant is,

	
what type of Grant is being requested, and

	
The legal basis on which the applicant is entitled to apply.



The Court cannot begin processing any probate or administration matter until Form P-1 is properly completed and filed.

2.2.2 When to Use This Form

Form P-1 is used in three types of cases:


	
Grant of Probate – where the deceased left a valid will and an executor is applying.

	
Grant of Letters of Administration with the Will Annexed – where there is a valid will, but the executor cannot or will not act (death, incapacity, renunciation, refusal, etc.).

	
Grant of Letters of Administration Intestate – where the deceased left no will and a lawful next-of-kin is applying.



2.2.3 Information You Must Provide

To complete Form P-1 accurately, you must include the following:

	Full name of the deceased



	Last address of the deceased

	Full name and address of the applicant

	Occupation of the applicant

	Territory where the application is being filed

	Date of death

	Whether a will exists

	Whether the applicant is executor, spouse, child, or other next-of-kin

	Applicant’s legal entitlement to the grant



Every line on Form P-1 must be completed with precision, as the Court uses this information to determine eligibility and jurisdiction.

2.2.4 Important Note — Do NOT File Form P-1 Alone

Form P-1 is never filed by itself. It must be submitted ONLY after the applicant has completed all required preparatory steps, including:


	Certificate of Search

	Oath (P-3 / P-4 / P-5)

	Marking of Will (P-10) where applicable

	Proof of Death

	Declaration and Account of Estate (P-6 or P-6A)

	Required affidavits

	Renunciations or notices to executors (if applicable)

	Advertisement of Application for Grant



The Registry will reject any application filed prematurely.  Although the steps are presented in numerical sequence for clarity, the Registry does not require the applicant to complete them in exact order. However:


✓  Every step must be fulfilled,

✓  Every document must be prepared, and

✓  All supporting papers must be in the applicant’s possession before lodging the application with the Registry.



Applicants should assemble all required documents into one complete file and submit them together with Form P-1.

2.2.5 Why This Form Matters

Form P-1 acts as the Court’s:


	
official record of the estate

	
identification of the applicant

	
legal basis for issuing authority

	
starting point for the file

	
reference document for all future proceedings

	
proof that the applicant is entitled to act on behalf of the estate



Any error in Form P-1 delays the entire case. This book’s guided version helps applicants complete it with accuracy and confidence.

2.2.6 Where to File the Form

Completed Form P-1, together with all supporting documents, must be filed at the:

Registry of the High Court of Justice in the Member State where the deceased was domiciled at the time of death.

The Registry will:


	review the documents,

	confirm compliance,

	assign a probate number, and

	Issue the Grant once all requirements are satisfied.





GUIDED FORM P1 — APPLICATION FOR GRANT

The Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

Saint Kitts and Nevis (State/Territory)

In the Estate of: JOHN MICHAEL HENRY, late of 12 Central Street, Bassette, Saint Kitts and Nevis, deceased.

Application is hereby made to the Registrar by SARAH ANN HENRY, of 12 Central Street, Bassette, Saint Kitts and Nevis. Occupation: Office Administrator, State/Territory: Saint Kitts and Nevis

The applicant hereby applies:

(a) Grant of Probate

For a Grant of Probate of the Will of the above-named deceased, who died on the 14th day of March 2023, without revoking a Will dated the 10th day of January 2020, in which the applicant is named as the sole executor.

OR

(b) Letters of Administration with the Will Annexed

For a Grant of Letters of Administration with the Will Annexed of the above-named deceased, who died on the 14th day of March 2023, without revoking a Will dated the 10th day of January 2020, and the applicant states that she is entitled to the grant as the residuary beneficiary named in the Will.

OR

(c) Letters of Administration (Intestacy)

For a Grant of Letters of Administration to the applicant, who is the lawful daughter of the deceased, the deceased having died intestate on the 14th day of March 2023.

Dated this 27th day of November 2025.

Filed by:

☐ Attorney-at-Law

☒ Propounder

☐ Administrator

Signature: ________________________________

SARAH ANN HENRY

Note: Applicants must complete and file only ONE of the above applications, being the option applicable to their circumstances.

Registry Information

High Court Registry

Church Street

Basseterre, Saint Kitts and Nevis

Telephone: (869) 467-3346

Fax: (869) 465-8594

Office Hours:

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Mon–Thu)

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Fri)

© 2026 Joel Mitch O’Marde. All Rights Reserved.

FILLABLE FORM P1 — APPLICATION FOR GRANT

The Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

____________________________ (State/Territory)

In the Estate of: ________________________________________ (full names of deceased) Late of ___________________________________ (last residential address of deceased) deceased.

Application is hereby made to the Registrar by ____________________________ (full names of applicant) of ________________________________________ (full residential address of applicant) Occupation: _____________________________ (State the occupation or profession of the applicant. If retired or unemployed, state “Retired” or “Unemployed”), State/Territory: _____________________________ (Insert the State or Territory where the applicant resides)

The applicant hereby applies:

(a) Grant of Probate

For a Grant of Probate of the Will of the above-named deceased, who died on the _____ day of _____________________ 20____ (Insert the exact date of death as shown on the death certificate), without revoking a Will dated the _____ day of _____________________ 20____ (Insert the date appearing on the Will), in which the applicant is/are named as the sole executor/executors.

OR

(b) Letters of Administration with the Will Annexed

For a Grant of Letters of Administration with the Will Annexed of the above-named deceased, who died on the _____ day of _____________________ 20____ (Insert the exact date of death as shown on the death certificate), without revoking a Will dated the _____ day of _____________________ 20____ (Insert the date appearing on the Will), and the applicant states that he/she is entitled to the grant as: ______________________________________ (state entitlement) (State the legal capacity in which the applicant is entitled to apply, e.g. beneficiary named in the Will, residuary beneficiary, next-of-kin, etc)

OR

(c) Letters of Administration (Intestacy)

For a Grant of Letters of Administration to the applicant, who is the ____________________________ (state capacity — spouse / child / relative) (State the relationship of the applicant to the deceased, such as spouse, son, daughter, brother, sister, or other next-of-kin) of the deceased, the deceased having died intestate on the _____ day of _____________________ 20____. (Insert the date of death as shown on the death certificate.)

Dated this _____ day of _____________________ 20____. (Insert the date the application is signed and filed.)

Filed by:

☐ Attorney-at-Law

☐ Propounder

☐ Administrator

(Tick the appropriate box indicating whether the application is filed by an Attorney-at-Law, by the person propounding the Will, or by the administrator applying for the grant)

Signature: ________________________________ (Signature of the applicant or the Attorney-at-Law filing the application)

Registry Information

The Registry is located at: ________________________________ (Insert the address of the High Court Registry where the application is filed)

Telephone: ________________________________ (Insert the official telephone number of the Registry)

Fax: ______________________________________ (Insert the official fax number of the Registry, if available)

Office Hours:

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Mon–Thu)

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Fri)

(Closed on Public Holidays)

––––––––
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2.3  ​​Step 2 — Certificate of Search (Registry Verification)
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This requirement applies to ALL probate and administration applications across every ECSC Member State.

Before any probate or administration application can be processed, the High Court Registry must conduct an official search of its records. The Certificate of Search confirms whether any earlier grant, earlier application, or caveat exists in connection with the estate. 

This is a mandatory preliminary step, and no Notice, Affidavit, or Application may be filed until the search is completed.

2.3.1 What the Certificate of Search Confirms

The Registry checks three critical areas:


	Whether any previous Grant of Probate or Letters of Administration has already been issued

	Whether any earlier application for a grant is pending or incomplete

	
Whether any caveat has been filed by another interested party (A caveat is a legal objection preventing any further grant.)



The Certificate of Search is the only official confirmation the Court accepts.

2.3.2 Purpose of This Requirement

This step is essential because:


	It prevents duplicate grants, which are unlawful.

	It identifies whether the estate is already under administration.

	It alerts the applicant if someone else has priority or has already applied.

	It ensures that the Court does not grant authority to two different people for the same estate.

	It protects all heirs, beneficiaries, and the Registry from conflicting applications.



The Registry will refuse any application filed without this certificate.

2.3.3 How to Obtain the Certificate

To request the search:


	Visit the High Court Registry in the relevant Member State.

	Provide the full name of the deceased, as shown on the death certificate.

	Request a Search for Grants and Caveats.

	Pay the small administrative fee.

	The Registry will issue an official Certificate of Search stating the results.



Attach the certificate to your compiled application file.

2.3.4 Interpreting the Result of the Search

You will receive one of the following outcomes:


✓  Outcome 1: “No prior grant or caveat found”



You may proceed with the probate or administration process. You may now continue to:


	Issue the required Notice to Heirs and Parties Form P15, then

	Prepare all remaining documents before filing.



✗ Outcome 2: “A prior grant exists”

You must stop immediately. You cannot file a new application until the earlier grant is revoked.

✗ Outcome 3: “An earlier application exists or is pending”

You must not file a new application until that issue is resolved by the Registry or Court.

✗ Outcome 4: “A caveat has been filed”

A caveat blocks all applications. You must follow the procedures under Warnings to caveat and Citations before proceeding.

2.3.5 Mandatory Revocation requirement

(Applies to ALL probate and administration cases)

If the Certificate of Search shows that:


	a prior Grant of Probate,

	a prior Grant of Letters of Administration, or

	any previous application



Already exists — then a new grant cannot be issued. The applicant must first apply for revocation using Form P-19. 

This requirement applies whether you are seeking:


	a new Grant of Probate,

	a Grant of Letters of Administration with Will Annexed,

	a Grant of Letters of Administration (intestate), or

	a Grant de Bonis Non Administratus (where a former administrator died).




Only after the Court has formally revoked the previous grant, and a revocation order is issued, may a fresh application be submitted.

This ensures:


	orderly administration,

	legal continuity,

	proper transfer of authority, and

	the protection of heirs, beneficiaries, and creditors.



2.3.6 Order of Process (Before Filing Form P-1)

To maintain a clean, lawful sequence, applicants must follow this order:

2.3.6.1   Obtain Certificate of Search

	Confirm the status of the estate.


2.3.6.2  If a prior grant exists → File Revocation Application (Form P-19)

	Wait until the Court revokes the grant.


2.3.6.3  Once the Certificate of Search is clear → Issue Notice to Heirs and Parties in (Form P-15)

	Allow time for objections or caveats.


2.3.6.4  Assemble ALL other documents

This includes:


	Oath

	Affidavit of Due Execution

	Declaration of Estate

	Valuation

	Marking of Will (where applicable)

	Identification

	Renunciations

	Any required affidavits



2.3.6.5  ONLY AFTER all documents are complete

→ Prepare and File the Application for Grant (Form P-1).

Form P-1 must never be filed before all required documents are collected.

The Registry treats the process as a complete package, not separate submissions.

© 2026 Joel Mitch O’Marde. All Rights Reserved.
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2.4  ​​Step 2A — Revocation of Grant (If Applicable) 
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2.4.1 Before You Begin — Check for Prior Grants (Mandatory)

Every application for probate must begin with a Certificate of Search (STEP 2) from the Registry.

If the search reveals that:


	A prior grant exists,

	A previous application was filed, or

	A caveat is currently in force



The applicant must immediately refer to the section titled “Revocation of Grant (Form P19)” before filing anything further.

No new grant can proceed until any existing or incomplete grants have been formally revoked so the Court may correct its records and reopen jurisdiction.

This applies across all probate paths:


	Probate (with a will)

	Administration with will annexed

	Administration intestate



Revocation is always the first step where a prior grant exists.

Refer to: “Amendment and Revocation of Grant for explanation — Pg.177.

GUIDED FORM P19 — APPLICATION FOR REVOCATION OF A GRANT

The Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

Saint Kitts and Nevis (State/Territory)

In the Estate of: JOHN MICHAEL HENRY, late of 12 Central Street, Bassette, Saint Kitts and Nevis, deceased.

APPLICATION FOR REVOCATION OF A GRANT

Application is hereby made to the Registrar of the Supreme Court by SARAH ANN HENRY, 12 Central Street, Bassette, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Office Administrator, in Saint Kitts and Nevis, for revocation of a grant issued on the 10th day of April 2025, namely:

(a) PROBATE

Probate of the Will of the above-named deceased, JOHN MICHAEL HENRY, who died on the 14th day of March 2023, without revoking a Will dated the 10th day of January 2020, wherein the applicant is named the sole executor.

OR

(b) LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION WITH THE WILL ANNEXED

Letters of Administration with the Will Annexed of the above-named deceased, JOHN MICHAEL HENRY, who died on the 14th day of March 2023, without revoking a Will dated the 10th day of January 2020, wherein the applicant is entitled to the grant as residuary legatee and devisee named in the Will, the executor named therein having failed to take probate / having predeceased the testator.

OR

(c) LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION (INTESTACY)

Letters of Administration granted to the applicant, SARAH ANN HENRY, who is the daughter and next-of-kin of the deceased, the deceased having died intestate on the 14th day of March 2023.

Dated this 27th day of November 2025.

Filed by: _________________________________

(Attorney-at-Law / Executor / Administrator — state capacity)

Whose address for service is: _________________________________

(address where Court documents may be served).

© 2026 Joel Mitch O’Marde. All Rights Reserved.

FILLABLE FORM P19 — APPLICATION FOR REVOCATION OF A GRANT

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

________________________ (State/Territory)

In the Estate of: ____________________________ (full name of deceased), late of _______________________________________ (last residential address of deceased), deceased.

APPLICATION FOR REVOCATION OF A GRANT

Application is hereby made to the Registrar by ____________________________ (full name of applicant), of _________________________________ (address of applicant), occupation: _________________________ (occupation of applicant), in _____________________________ (State / Territory), for revocation of a grant issued on the _____ day of ____________________ 20____ (date grant was issued), for:

(Use this option if the original grant issued by the Court was a grant of probate) 

(a) Probate of the Will of the above-named deceased who died on the _____ day of _______________ 20____ (date of death), without revoking a Will bearing the date of the _____ day of ______________ 20____ (date of Will), wherein the applicant is named sole executor. (Use this option if probate was previously granted.)

OR

(Use this option where a Will exists but probate was not granted to the executor)

(b) Letters of Administration with the Will Annexed of the above-named deceased who died on the _____ day of _______________ 20____ (date of death), without revoking a Will bearing the date of the _____ day of ______________ 20____ (date of Will), wherein the applicant is ____________________ (state applicant’s entitlement to the grant, e.g. residuary legatee, beneficiary)

OR

(Use this option where the deceased died without leaving a valid Will)

(c) Letters of Administration (Intestate) to the applicant who is the ____________________________ (state relationship: spouse, child, next-of-kin) of the deceased, the deceased having died intestate on the _____ day of ________________ 20____ (date of death).

Dated this _____ day of ____________________ 20____ (Insert the date this application is made)

Filed by: __________________________________________

(Attorney-at-Law / Executor / Administrator — state capacity)

Whose address for service is: __________________________________________

(address for service)































© 2026 Joel Mitch O’Marde. All Rights Reserved.
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2.5  ​​Step 3 — Understanding the Oath and the Recital 
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Applies to Probate, Administration with Will Annexed, and Administration without a Will

The Oath is one of the most important documents in the entire probate and administration process. It is a sworn legal declaration that gives the applicant lawful authority to act on behalf of the estate and confirms to the Court that they understand their responsibilities.

Every applicant—whether applying for Probate, Administration with Will Annexed, or Administration (Intestate)—must swear an Oath before a Commissioner for Oaths or other authorized officer.

2.5.1 Purpose of the Oath

By taking the Oath, the applicant (executor or administrator) formally promises the Court that they will:


	Collect, secure, and protect all assets of the estate.

	Pay lawful debts, taxes, and expenses from the estate.

	Distribute the remainder of the estate correctly to those entitled.

	Keep accurate records of every transaction.

	Provide a full and true account of the estate whenever required by the Court.



The Oath is necessary because:

  It gives legal authority. The Court cannot issue a Grant unless an Oath is sworn. Without it, the applicant cannot act for the estate.

  It creates accountability. The applicant becomes personally responsible for the correct administration of the estate.

  It protects beneficiaries and creditors. Mismanagement after taking the Oath carries legal consequences.

  It confirms the applicant understands their legal duties. This ensures that estates are handled honestly, carefully, and according to law.

In simple terms, taking the Oath is equal to saying to the Court:

“I swear to do what is right with this estate, follow the law, and tell the truth about every step I take.”

2.5.2 What the Oath Contains

Although the Oath varies depending on the type of grant being requested, every Oath includes:


	The full name, address, and date of death of the deceased

	The applicant’s name and legal capacity (executor, residuary legatee, lawful next of kin, etc.)

	A sworn promise to administer the estate faithfully

	A promise to render a full account when required

	The applicant’s signature

	The signature and stamp of the Commissioner for Oaths



However, the most important part inside every Oath is the Recital.

2.5.3 Understanding the Recital (The Legal Core of Every Oath)

2.5.3.1  Definition of “Recital”

A recital is the formal paragraph within the Oath that states the legal facts which give the applicant the right to apply for the grant.

It sets out:


	Who the deceased was

	Whether there is a will

	The applicant’s entitlement

	Any special circumstances

	The basis upon which the applicant qualifies for the Grant



In simple terms: The recital is the legal engine that powers the Oath. Without a recital, the Court cannot determine:


	whether the applicant is entitled

	whether the correct grant is being applied for

	whether other parties must be cleared off

	whether the application is lawful



2.5.4 Why Every Oath Contains a Recital

Every probate or administration application requires a recital because:


	The Court must know why this person is entitled to apply.

	The Court must know the exact circumstances of the estate.

	The type of grant being issued depends on the recital.

	The recital forms the legal basis upon which the Court issues the Grant.



The recital ensures accuracy, prevents fraud, and gives the Registry the information it needs to process the application correctly.

2.5.5 Same Structure — Different Recital for Each Type of Grant

Although the Oath structure remains the same for all cases, the recital changes depending on the facts.

2.5.5.1   Recital for Probate (with a Will)

States that:


	The deceased left a valid will.

	The applicant is the executor named in the will.

	The will annexed and marked “A” is the true and last will.



2.5.5.2   Recital for Administration with Will Annexed

States that:


	The deceased left a will.

	The executor named in the will cannot act (dead, renounced, incapable, or absent).

	The applicant is entitled under the will (usually residuary legatee or devisee).



2.5.5.3   Recital for Administration without Will Annexed (Intestate)

States that:


	The deceased died without leaving a valid will.

	The applicant is the lawful next of kin entitled under intestacy.



2.5.6 Examples of When the Recital Changes


	
Blind testator → recital includes that will was read over to the testator.

	
Illiterate testator → recital includes details of how the will was explained.

	
Holograph will (Saint Lucia) → recital describes the handwriting evidence.

	
Soldier or seaman’s will → recital references the special form of will.

	
Executor not applying → recital includes renunciation, death, or notice.

	
Multiple executors → recital confirms power reserved or cleared off.



Every situation alters the recital — not the Oath structure.

2.5.7 Mandatory Note: Notice to Co-Executors

Where more than one executor is named in the will:


	The applicant must give Notice of Application to any co-executor who is not joining.

	The recital must include a brief statement confirming power is reserved or notice was served.



This ensures compliance and prevents delays when the Registry reviews the Oath.

GUIDED FORM P3 — OATH OF EXECUTORS

The Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

Saint Kitts and Nevis (State/Territory)

In the Estate of: JOHN MICHAEL HENRY, late of 12 Central Street, Bassette, Saint Kitts and Nevis, deceased.

Executors 

Executor 1

Full Name: SARAH ANN HENRY

Residential Address: 12 Central Street, Bassette, Saint Kitts and Nevis

Occupation: Office Administrator

Executor 2 (if applicable)

Full Name: N/A

Residential Address: N/A

Occupation: N/A

Executor 3 (if applicable)

Full Name: N/A

Residential Address: N/A

Occupation: N/A

Oath / Affirmation

I make oath and say [or do solemnly and sincerely affirm] that—

I believe the annexed paper writing marked “A” to contain the true and original Last Will and Testament of JOHN MICHAEL HENRY, who died on the 14th day of March 2023, at12 Central Street, Bassette, Saint Kitts and Nevis.
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