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Chapter 1

The Down and Dirty Draft
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Are you baffled by how some authors can write six, eight, or more novels in a year while you struggle with finishing just one or two? 

Are you stuck on that first chapter (or any chapter), writing and rewriting until it’s perfect?

Are you lost in a never-ending loop of research before you put pen to paper (or keyboard to screen)?

Then what you need to get Down and Dirty.

No. That isn’t a euphemism. It’s a method I use to finish novels quickly so I can move on to polishing them, editing them, and making them shine with magic and glitter. It’s something anyone can learn to do. 

Yes, that means you! In this book, we’re going to discover how to get that first Down and Dirty Draft done so you can write more, write faster, and still turn out great stories. 

If you read my first book, Write Novels Fast: Writing Faster With Art Journaling, you already know my method for plotting. It’s step one in speeding up novel writing. The Down and Dirty Draft is step two.

You’re probably asking yourself, “What exactly is a Down and Dirty Draft?”

Glad you asked. 

A Down and Dirty Draft is just what it sounds like: The first draft of a novel. It’s rough. It’s ugly. And it will likely never see the light of day (or at least you hope not because, oh my, the blackmail material). It’s not meant to look fancy. It’s not meant to read pretty. It’s meant to be written fast and furiously so you can get that story out of your head. Because it’s what comes after the first draft that makes a story shine and turns a rough draft into a novel worthy of publishing.

The faster you can get that first draft done, the quicker you can move on to the next step. 

And since you’ve got to do rewrites and edits anyway, why waste time polishing and polishing and polishing a first draft until your head explodes?

You’re probably wondering about now what my qualifications are. Why should you listen to me? I published my first novel in June of 2011. Since then (It’s currently July of 2017), I’ve written and published thirty-eight titles. That’s right. Thirty-eight. That’s over six titles per year (and this doesn’t include works in progress). 

Some of those novels have hit the Top 100 in the overall Kindle Store on Amazon. One was #1 in Australia. #1 in the entire Kindle Store! I hit the bestseller lists on iBooks awhile back. Been nominated for awards. But most importantly, my method has helped other writers like me to become more prolific without losing quality. That’s a win-win, if you ask me.
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