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Thanks for picking up this book. I sincerely hope you will enjoy reading the book as much as I have writing it.

We all dream of winning our games fast, using excellent opening preparation, flashy tactics and then mate our opponents. However, it rarely goes like that. Usually, the games average around 40 moves, contain enough blunders on both sides to have both you and your opponent horrified after the game. However, what I have found is that many games, even amongst the strongest players, contain errors and mistakes, some quite significant ones, as soon as the players depart the theory that is known to them. 

This book, ninth and final volume, aims to take a look at some of those games, but only the ones that are of 15 moves or shorter. Of course, for a game to end within 15 moves, one of the players has to have made one or more serious mistakes. I have left out games where a piece is threatened and the player forgot to move it, touched the wrong piece or such things. However, I have included games that include typical mistakes, even if they seem banal. 

As for the games, they are typically between players with a rating of at least 2350 and often well more than that, although I have made some exceptions when I found a game of particular interest or value; you will find several games played by players rated above 2700 in this book. Furthermore, I have included some older games, but where the players would most certainly have been rated above 2350 if rating had existed at that time. 

The opening variations covered in this volume are: 


	French Defense - Minor Variations 

	French Defense - Advance Variation

	French Defense - Tarrasch Variation: 3.Nd2 

	French Defense - Various 3.Nc3 Variations

	French Defense - Winawer Variation: 3.Nc3 Bb4 

	Caro-Kann Defense - Main Lines: 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Nxe4

	Caro-Kann Defense - Panov Attack

	Caro-Kann Defense - Advance Variation

	Caro-Kann Defense - Minor Lines



In opening encyclopedia terms, these openings have the Chess Informant Opening code of B10 through B19 and C00 through C19. There is a total of 139 main games, but with many more complete games in the notes.

Should you have any comments, corrections or compliments, please do not hesitate to send them to carstenchess@gmail.com

If you like to receive a weekly update with more miniatures, opening ideas, chess tactics, samples from upcoming books, discounts and much more - then sign up at www.winningquicklyatchess.com 

Good luck and enjoy it!

Carsten Hansen

Bayonne, NJ

April 2018
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CHAPTER ONE

​French Defense - Minor Variations
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Game # 1

B.Zlatanovic (2405) – A.Abolianin (2367) C00

Novi Sad 2013

1.Nc3 d5 2.e4 e6 3.Nf3 c5?! 4.d4 cxd4? 5.Nxd4! e5? 

This is a terrible idea. Black has a couple of better options: 

5...dxe4 6.Nxe4 Be7 (or 6...e5 7.Nf3 Qxd1+ 8.Kxd1 f6 9.Bc4 Bg4 10.h3 Bxf3+ 11.gxf3 Nc6 12.c3 a6 13.Be6 Be7 14.f4 and White is clearly better, Klimentiev-Alekseev, St Petersburg 2009) 7.Nb5 Qxd1+ 8.Kxd1 Na6 9.Ned6+ Bxd6 10.Nxd6+ Ke7 11.Nxc8+ Rxc8 12.Bxa6 bxa6 13.b3 with a small but clear advantage for White, Morozevich-Koehler, Mainz 2005. 

5...Bb4 6.exd5 Qxd5 7.Bb5+?! (7.Be3 Nc6 8.Qg4 would have given White the initiative and better chances) 7...Bd7 8.0–0 Bxc3 9.Bxd7+ Nxd7 10.bxc3 Rc8 11.Qe2 Ngf6 12.Ba3 a6 13.Rfd1 Qe4 and Black's chances are by no means worse, Myagmarsuren-Durao, Havana 1966.

6.Nf3 d4 

[image: 1-1.png]

How should White continue?

7.Nxe5! dxc3 8.Qxd8+ Kxd8 9.Nxf7+ 

White is winning the exchange; the only question that remains is whether the knight can get out without too great a cost.

9...Ke8 10.Nxh8 

Or 10.Bc4 Ke7 11.Nxh8 Be6 12.Bb3 Bxb3 13.axb3 g6 14.bxc3 Bg7 15.Nxg6+ hxg6 16.Bb2 Na6 17.0–0–0 and White is winning, Szilagyi-Laszlo, Budapest 1953.

10...Bb4 11.b3 Be6 12.f4 Nf6 13.f5 Black resigned. White will follow up with e4–e5–e6 and extract the knight.

1–0

Game # 2

J.Rigo (2370) – V.Bukal (2445) C00

Berlin West 1984

1.e4 e6 2.Nf3 d5 3.Nc3 d4 4.Ne2 c5 5.c3 dxc3 

The other main lines are 5...Nc6 and 5...Nf6.

6.bxc3 

Sometimes White recaptures with the knight although I don't think it offers White anything in particular: 6.Nxc3 Nc6 7.Bb5 Nge7 (or 7...Bd7 8.d4 Nxd4 9.Nxd4 cxd4 10.Qxd4 Bxb5 11.Qxd8+ Rxd8 12.Nxb5 a6 13.Nc3 Bb4 and Black has completely equalized, Vorobiov-Rustemov, Moscow 2008) 8.d4 cxd4 9.Nxd4 a6 10.Bxc6+ Nxc6 11.Nxc6 Qxd1+ 12.Kxd1 bxc6 13.e5 Bc5 14.Be3 Bxe3 15.fxe3 when White was hoping that the weak dark squares in Black's position along with the somewhat troubled light-squared bishop would be sufficient for White to play for a win, but Black should nevertheless still be okay, Potapov-Zhukova, Sochi 2017.

6...Nc6 7.Ng3 Nf6 

Or 7...Qa5 8.Bc4 Nge7 9.0–0 Ng6 10.Bb3 h5 11.d4 h4 12.Ne2 h3 13.g3 Qa6 14.Nf4 Nxf4 15.Bxf4 with a clear advantage for White, Abdulla-Reefat,  Dhaka 2007.

8.Bb5 Bd7 9.0–0 

[image: image]

9...Be7 

Black has other moves available too: 

9...Bd6 10.Qe2 Bxg3 11.hxg3 a6 12.Bd3 e5 13.Rb1 0–0 14.Rxb7 Na5 15.Rb1 c4 16.Bc2 Qe7 17.Rb4 and White has a very good position even though he later messed it up and even lost the game, Timman-Bohm, Leeuwarden 1977. 

9...h5 10.d3 h4 11.Ne2 h3 12.g3 Qc7 (or 12...Be7 13.Bxc6 Bxc6 14.Ne5 Qc7 15.Nxc6 Qxc6 16.f3 0–0–0 17.Be3 Kb8 with chances to both sides, Drozdov-Glek, Azov 1996) 13.Nf4 a6 14.Ba4 b5 15.Bb3 Bd6 (Black could also consider the positional pawn sacrifice 15...c4 16.dxc4 Na5 with chances to both sides) 16.Re1 e5?! 17.Nd5 Nxd5 18.exd5 Ne7 19.Nd2 Kf8 20.Ne4 with somewhat better chances for White, Ingersol-Guzman, IECG email 2006.

10.d4 0–0 11.Rb1 Qc7 12.d5 exd5 13.exd5 Na5 14.Re1 

[image: image]

How should Black best continue, 14...Bxb5, 14...Bd6 or 14...Rfe8?

14...Rfe8 

The text move is a blunder, but the alternatives are not exactly pleasant either, for instance: 

14...Bxb5 15.Rxb5 Rfe8 16.Bg5 b6 17.Rb2 and White has a decent initiative. 

14...Bd6 15.Bg5 Bxb5 16.Rxb5 Ne8 17.Qa4 b6 18.Nf5 with an unpleasant position for Black.

15.Rxe7! Black resigned. If Black recaptures, then the pawn fork on d6 will leave White a piece up.

1–0

Game # 3

Y.Hernandez Estevez (2205) – P.Glavina Rossi (2390) 

Mondariz 1995

1.e4 e6 2.Qe2 Nc6 3.c3 e5 4.Nf3 4

.f4 looks like a beginner's version of the King's Gambit but it isn't entirely bad: 4...d6 5.Nf3 g6 6.Qf2 Bg7 7.Bc4 Nf6 8.d3 0–0 9.0–0 exf4 10.Bxf4 Ng4 11.Qg3 was played in the super-GM encounter Zvjaginsev-Ni Hua, Ergun 2006 and here Black should have played 11...Na5 12.Bb3 Nxb3 13.axb3 with more or less equal chances.

4...d5?! 

Black plays as if he has the ability to punish White for his opening play, but White's position is fine particularly since Black used two moves to get the pawn to e5. The normal move would be 4...Nf6 although 5.d4 d6 6.h3 is pleasant enough for White.

5.d4 

5.d3 is also seen frequently.

5...Bg4 6.dxe5 

White has an interesting alternative, the greedy 6.Qb5!? Bd7 7.Qxb7 Rb8 8.Qa6 dxe4 9.Nxe5 Nxe5 10.dxe5 Bc5 11.Qe2 Qe7 12.Bf4 and Black has insufficient compensation for the pawn, Cyborowski-Cichocki, Dzwirzyno 2004.

6...Bxf3 

6...Nge7 7.Bg5 Bxf3 8.gxf3 Nxe5 9.Nd2 f6 10.Bf4 Qd7 11.h4 Rd8 12.Bh3 Qc6 13.Bxe5 fxe5 14.exd5 Rxd5 15.h5 g6 was Roy Chowdhury-Buhmann, Palma de Mallorca 2009, and now my computer recommends (and I don't fault White for not playing this because it looks somewhat insane) 16.f4!? Ra5 17.0–0–0 with clearly better chances.

7.gxf3 Bc5 8.f4 

White also has 8.Rg1! dxe4 9.Qxe4 with a good game and extra pawn.

8...Nge7 9.Bg2 d4 

[image: 2-1.png]

What is White's best move?

10.e6!? 

The text move sets a trap for Black... do you see it? The alternative is 10.0–0 Ng6 11.e6!? although not as effective.

10...fxe6?? 

Black should have played 10...0–0 although 11.exf7+ Rxf7 12.0–0 Ng6 13.Qg4 is clearly better for White.

11.Qh5+ Winning the bishop on c5. Black resigned.

1–0

Game # 4

C.Zetocha (2376) – L.Szollosi (2368) C00

Hungarian Team Ch 2005

1.e4 e6 2.Qe2 e5 3.Nf3 Nc6 4.c3 d5 5.Qb5 dxe4 6.Nxe5 Qf6 

This is fully playable, as is 6...Qd6 and now: 

7.d4 a6 (7...exd3 8.Nxc6 bxc6 9.Qxd3 Nf6 10.Bg5 Qe5+ 11.Qe2 Qxe2+ 12.Bxe2 Nd5 13.0–0 h6 14.Bc1 Bd6 and draw agreed, ½–½, Sax-P.Nikolic, Banja Luka 1981) 8.Qa4 Bd7 9.Nxd7 Qxd7 10.Be2 Nf6 11.Bg5 Be7 12.Nd2 Nd5 13.Bxe7 Qxe7 and Black has just about equalized, Szieberth-Collier, Port Erin 2007. 

7.Nxc6 bxc6 8.Qe2 Qe6 9.d3 exd3 10.Qxe6+ Bxe6 11.Bxd3 Rd8 12.Bc2 Bc5 13.Bf4 Bb6 with a fraction of an edge for White,  Minasian-Marechal, Kemer 2007.

7.Nxc6 

[image: image]

Why can't Black respond 7...Bd7 to recapture on c6 with the bishop?

7...Bd7?? 

Black should have given preference to 7...bxc6 8.Qc4 Qe6 9.Qxe6+ Bxe6 10.d3 Nf6 with more or less equal chances.

8.Qe5+ Ouch! White saves the piece, and Black resigned.

1–0

Game # 5

A.Dragojlovic (2409) – G.Laketic (2433) C00

Locri 2007

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.Qe2 Nc6 4.g3 g6 5.Bg2 Bg7 6.0–0 d6 7.c3 Nge7 8.d3 0–0 9.Ne1?! 

The text move is rather slow. The alternatives are: 

9.Nh4 e5 10.f4 f5 11.Be3 Be6 12.Nd2 Qd7 13.Ndf3 exf4 14.gxf4 h6 15.a3 Rae8 16.Rae1 with a comfortable position for Black, although it wasn't tested any further because the players settled for a draw at this point, ½–½,  Laznicka-Akobian, Arlington 2013. 

9.Na3 h6 10.h4 f5 11.Bd2 Kh7 12.Nc4 e5 13.h5 f4 14.gxf4 exf4 15.e5 dxe5 16.Nfxe5 Nxe5 17.Nxe5 g5 18.Rfe1 Bf5 19.d4 with a sharp position where I prefer White, but where the chances objectively speaking are more or less equal, Dzhumaev-Socko, Bangkok 2014.

9...b5 10.f4 Rb8 11.Nf3 

This move alone indicates that White's 9.Ne1 was too slow. On h4 it would have contributed to a budding kingside attack. Here, Black has been left to do what he wants.

11...b4 12.Be3 bxc3 13.bxc3

[image: image]

How can Black best apply further pressure on White’s soft queenside?

13...Ba6 14.Qc2 Nb4 In our main game, White resigned at this point. In another game, featuring the later world-famous trainer Mark Dvoretsky, White continued for another move: 14...Nb4 15.cxb4 Bxa1 and White resigned, 0–1, Gorodilov-Dvoretsky, Soviet Union 1964.

0–1

Game # 6 

R.Hasangatin (2416) – A.Lahiri (2355) C00

Alushta 2005

1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.Qe2 Nf6 4.Nf3 Nc6 5.c3 e5 6.b4 dxe4 

Black has tried other moves at this juncture as well: 

6...Bd6 7.Qc2 Ne7 8.exd5 Nexd5 9.a3 c6 10.c4 Ne7 11.Bb2 Ng6 12.Nc3 0–0 13.g3 Bf5 and Black's position is easier to play, Strikovic-Stojanovic, Valjevo 2011. 

6...Bg4 7.a3 d4 8.c4 Nd7 9.Nbd2 a5 10.b5 Ncb8 11.h3 Be6 12.a4 c6 13.Qd1 cxb5 14.cxb5 Bb4 and Black has the better chances, G.Hernandez-Rustemov, Mondariz 2002.

7.dxe4 Bg4 

Another try was 7...Bd6 8.Qc2 Bg4 9.Be2 0–0 10.0–0 a5 11.b5 Ne7 12.Rd1 Ng6 13.Na3 Qe7 14.Nc4 Bc5 with a comfortable position for Black, Heberla-Can, Dresden 2007.

8.h3 Bxf3 9.Qxf3 Nxb4?! 

Unnecessary but tempting. Instead, 9...a5 10.b5 Nd4 11.Qd3 Ne6 is somewhat better for Black.

10.cxb4 Qd4 11.Nc3 Nxe4? 

––––––––

[image: ]
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This was Black’s gamble, counting on winning the material back because of 12.Bb2 isn’t possible on account on 12...Qd2 mate. What did Black miss?

Black continues along with the prepared plan, but 11...0–0–0!? 12.a3 Nxe4 13.Nxe4 Qxa1 14.Qc3 Qxc3+ 15.Nxc3 f6 16.Bc4 would actually have been fully playable for Black.

12.Bb5+! c6 13.0–0 cxb5 14.Qxe4 Black resigned. In fact, 14.Nxe4 Qxa1 15.Ng5 was even better, but who can argue against a move that made the opponent resign on the spot?

1-0

Game # 7

D.Bronstein (2590) – W.Uhlmann (2570) C00

Moscow 1971

1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.Ngf3 c5 5.g3 Nc6 6.Bg2 Be7 7.0–0 0–0 8.Re1 b5 9.e5 Nd7 10.Nf1 a5 11.h4 b4 12.Bf4 Ba6 13.Ng5 Qe8 14.Qg4 a4 

[image: image]

Black pushes forward on the queenside. How should White continue his attack on the kingside?

The main line is 14...Kh8, and now: 

15.Rad1 c4 16.d4 (16.Qh5 Bxg5 17.hxg5 f5 18.Qxe8 Rfxe8 19.d4 c3 20.b3 a4 21.Ne3 axb3 22.axb3 Ne7 and Black has neutralized White's pressure and is now holding the initiative, Gamboa-Alvarez, Santa Clara 1999) 16...c3 17.b3 a4 18.Nxe6 fxe6 19.Qxe6 Bb7 20.Qxd5 Nd8 21.Qb5 Ba6 (Black invites to a draw by repetition instead of taking the lead with 21...Bxg2 22.Kxg2 Ne6 when White has to prove that his three pawns is worth as much as a piece which is far from clear) 22.Qa5 Bb7 23.Qb5 Ba6 24.Qa5 Bb7 and draw agreed, ½–½, in Zajontz-A. Jorgensen,  ICCF corr 1999. 

15.h5 a4 16.h6 g6 17.b3 Bb5 18.Rac1 axb3 19.axb3 Ra2 20.Nf3 Qd8 21.N1h2 

[image: image]

How should Black continue?

21...Nb6 (Black should have opted for 21...Rxc2!! 22.Rxc2 Bxd3 23.Ra2 Bf5 24.Nd4 cxd4 (24...Bxg4?? 25.Nxc6 Qb6 (or 25...Qe8 26.Nxg4 Nb6 27.Nxe7 Qxe7 28.Ra6) 26.Nxe7 Bf5 27.Rea1 actually wins for White) 25.Qe2 g5 (25...Nc5 26.Rd1 Nxb3 27.g4 Be4 28.Bxe4 (28.f3 d3 29.Qe1 d2) 28...dxe4 29.Qxe4 Qb6) 26.Bd2 Ncxe5 27.Rea1 g4 28.Qb5 Qb8 29.Qxb8 Nxb8 and only Black has chances to win the game) 22.Bg5 Bxg5 23.Nxg5 Nd4 24.Qf4 Qe7 25.Ng4 Nd7 with chances to both sides, Garcia Luque-Perez Garcia, Seville 2004.

15.Nxe6 Black resigned because of 15.Nxe6 fxe6 16.Qxe6+ Kh8 17.Qxc6 which leaves White two pawns up.

1–0

Game # 8

A.Shirov (2740) – E.Bareev (2675) C00

Novgorod 1994

1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.Ngf3 b6 5.c3 c5 6.g3 Ba6 7.c4 dxe4 8.dxe4 Bb7 9.Bg2 Qc7 10.e5 

10.0–0 Nc6 11.e5 Nd7 12.Ne4 0–0–0 13.Bg5 Nf6 14.exf6 Rxd1 15.Raxd1 gxf6 16.Bxf6 Rg8 17.Rd2 with an unclear position and chances to both sides, Gajewski-Skrzypnik, Bartkowa 2002.

10...Ng4 11.0–0 Nc6 12.Ne4 Rd8 13.Qa4 Qd7 14.Bg5 

[image: 3-1.png]

What happens on 14...Ncxe5?

14...Ncxe5?? 

Black should have played 14...Nd4, and now: 

15.Qxd7+ Rxd7 16.Nxd4 Rxd4 17.Rad1 h6 18.Rxd4 cxd4 19.Bf4 g5 20.h3 gxf4 21.hxg4 Bxe4 22.Bxe4 fxg3 23.Bc6+ Kd8 24.fxg3 Ke7 and Black has the marginally better chances in the endgame. 

15.Qd1 Bxe4 16.Nxd4 Bxg2 17.Kxg2 Nxe5 (17...cxd4 18.Qxg4 Rc8 19.Rad1 h6 20.Bc1 Rxc4 21.Qe4) 18.Bxd8 cxd4 19.Bg5 Bc5 20.Qe2 f6 21.Bf4 Nf7 with chances to both sides.

15.Rad1! Black resigned because he will lose at least a piece, e.g., 15.Rad1, and now: 

a) the cannot be captured 15...Qxa4 16.Rxd8#.

b) 15...Nxf3+ 16.Bxf3 Ne5 17.Rxd7 Rxd7 (17...Nxf3+ 18.Kg2 Rxd7 19.Kxf3) 18.Bg2 and Black can resign.

c) 15...Bd5 16.Qxd7+ Rxd7 17.cxd5 and White is simply a piece up

1–0

Game # 9

P.Enders (2480) – T.Luther (2550) C00

Ptuj zonal 1995

1.e4 e6 2.Nc3 d5 3.d3 

This is a relatively unusual way of meeting the French and Black typically should not have any problems with it.

3...Nf6 4.e5 Nfd7 5.Nf3 c5 6.Bf4 Nc6 7.Qe2 Be7 

Or 7...b5 8.g3 Qa5 9.Bd2 b4 10.Nd1 Qc7 11.Bf4 a5 12.Bg2 Ba6 13.Ne3 Nb6 and Black has a good game, Cioara-Kunin, Trier 2002.

8.0–0–0 Qa5 9.Kb1 b5 10.Re1 b4 11.Nd1 Rb8 12.Nd2 

[image: 4-1.png]

How should Black best continue?

White is already in a fair amount of trouble at this point, e.g., 12.Bd2 Rb6 13.b3 

[image: 4-2.png]

What is Black's best move?

13...Ncxe5! intending 14.Nxe5 Nxe5 15.Qxe5 Bf6 16.Qe2 Qxa2+ 17.Kxa2 Ra6+ 18.Kb1 Ra1#

12...Nd4! 

Now Black wins by force.

13.Qg4 g5! 14.Bxg5 

Or 14.Be3 b3 15.axb3 (15.cxb3 h5 16.Qg3 Nf5 17.Qf3 d4) 15...h5 16.Qg3 Nf5 17.Qf3 d4 and White loses a piece.

14...Rg8 15.h4 b3 White resigned because his position collapses, for instance, 15...b3 16.axb3 Rxg5 17.hxg5 Qxd2 and it is game over for White.

0–1

Game # 10

R.Hartoch (2390) – R.Henley (2455) C00

Manchester 1981

1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.Ngf3 c5 5.g3 b6 6.c3 Be7 7.Bg2 Nc6 8.Qa4 

8.0–0 is the main line.

8...Bb7 9.e5 

9.0–0 0–0 10.Re1 Qc7 11.a3 Rfd8 12.e5 Nd7 13.d4 cxd4 14.cxd4 Na5 15.Bf1 Rdc8 16.Bd3 Nb8 and Black has equalized, Scurhan-Popescu, Herculane 1998.

9...Nd7 10.0–0 Nf8 11.Re1 Qd7 12.Nf1 

[image: image]

What is Black's best continuation?

12...Nxe5! 13.Qxd7+ Nexd7 

The point. Black recaptures with the offending knight and is a pawn up. White didn't need to resign at this point but was clearly sufficiently disgusted with his own play to not want to continue.

0–1

Game # 11

Tu Hoang Thong (2392) – Liu Xiangyi (2443) C00

Ho Chi Minh City 2017

1.e4 e6 2.b3 d5 3.Bb2 dxe4 4.Nc3 Nf6 

Black wisely decides that trying to hang on to the pawn with 4...f5 is not advisable. Instead, he continues his development as usual.

5.Qe2 

Another popular option for White is the crazy-looking, 5.g4, but Black tends to be alright in this line too. The best answer is 5...Nc6 and if 6.g5, then 6...Nd5. 

5...Nc6 6.Nxe4 Be7 7.Nf3 Nxe4 

The main alternative and, in fact, main line is 7...0–0 , and now 8.0–0–0 a5 9.a4 Nb4 (9...b6 10.Neg5 Bb7 11.h4 Qd5 12.Qe3 Ng4 13.Qe1 Nb4 14.Bc4 Qf5 15.Nd4 Qxf2 16.Ngxe6 and White is in command and eventually beat her 200+ points higher-rated opponent, Repkova-Bauer, Wrexham 2002) 10.Nxf6+ Bxf6 11.Ne5 b6 12.f4 Bb7 13.h4 Qe7 14.h5 h6 15.Qe3 Rad8 with a sharp position and chances to both sides, Alonso Gonzalez-Anhalt, ICCF email 2011.

8.Qxe4 Bf6 9.0–0–0 Bd7 10.d4 Nb4? 

[image: image]

How should White best continue?

10...Qe7 11.Kb1 0–0–0 appears to be Black's best option although White has slightly better chances.
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