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      I see her in my rearview, which is the way it happens, I guess. Looking behind ain’t never the same as lookin’ forward.

      She’s standing in the middle of the bridge, the river a slow and steady rushing below, wisps of dark hair clingin’ to one wet cheek. The wind tugs at the lower hem of her jacket; the bridge ain’t covered the way some of the nicer ones are—it leaves you open, strips you bare. Storm clouds roil in the distance, heavy with rain, the scent of ozone thick as fog. The sky’s as gray as her eyes.

      I watch her. But I don’t look into her eyes. I never could.

      That’s how a woman steals your soul, the other boys always said in their cracking pubescent voices—that snide way we all used to talk with one eyebrow raised as if to say “don’t let the bitch get you.” And by eighteen, we’d all grown up to be men, real men, all broad shoulders and rigid spines and blank faces. We all knew by then how to respond with hard nods and pursed lips when they told us they loved us. Accepting of it, but never quite returning it, not all the way. Even if we felt it. Because you ain’t never want them to know just how much they mean to you.

      Arrogant, that’s what that is. Thinkin’ you’re above the most basic of human parts—the feeling part. But no guy talks about that, at least not in those locker rooms. We talk about pussy and how loud they scream; we talk a lot of shit that’s not even true. But we ain’t never say a word about how soft they talk when they’re takin’ care of you, those breathy little whispers on your cheek that make the hairs on your spine stand straight up, but not like you’re scared—in that nice way that makes your belly tingle. I never told a soul how her hands felt when she curled her fingers into mine the day my daddy put a bullet between his eyes. Never mentioned the way she used to wrap herself up in me at night, all cozy and warm and gentle, when she thought I was already sleepin’. So careful not to wake me—she cared even when I wasn’t watchin’.
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