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​Author's Note
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This chapter marks the beginning of a journey I never thought I’d take: a journey from silence to sound, from observer to artist. "Jose (Liquor Talkin')" is more than just a song; it’s a declaration, a reckoning, and a rebirth. I wrote this track in the quiet corners of my life, in the spaces where I was afraid to speak, afraid to be seen. But through melody and memory, I found my voice.

This story is for anyone who’s ever felt like they were on the sidelines of their own life. It’s for the quiet girls, the creatives in hiding, the ones who write verses in notebooks and sing in the shower. It’s for those who’ve been told they’re too much or not enough.

I offer this chapter as a freebie, not because it’s light, but because it’s heavy with truth. It’s the moment I stopped pretending and started becoming.

Welcome to my world.

—Taylor

I had a stylist appointment with Cree, another blogger in Baltimore. We met through Twitter. We followed each other for a few years and featured one another on our blogs, building a great relationship as colleagues. One day, I went on a spree to find other local writers in the city and came across Cree. We had a few dates at Dunkin' Donuts and partied together in Station North. But she was an artist, too. I also liked collaborating with other artists to showcase what they love to do. Cree asked to be my stylist for a blog she planned to publish. She was an aspiring stylist, a multifaceted artist who was into anything that had to do with design, and she was building a portfolio on her site to showcase all her abilities. I loved Cree’s work and pitched the idea to help shape the persona I wanted to create for the new song I wrote—the persona I’d name Alissa Fere.
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