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      I dedicate this book to

      THE AFRICA MINISTRY

      in earnest expectation of that day when multitudes in Yaoundé, in Cameroon, in Africa, in all of the world, will turn to the Lord Jesus and render to Him total obedience in everything.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      This Book, “Knowing the God of Unparalleled Goodness” is the seventh book in the series, “Making Spiritual Progress.” The other books in the series are:

      
        	God, A Man, and Men.

        	Spiritual Relationship.

        	Spiritual Responsibility.

        	Vision, Burden and Action.

        	
The Ministers and Ministry of the New Covenant.

        	The Cross in the Life and Ministry of the Believer.

        	knowing the God of unparalleled goodness

        	Making Spiritual Progress, Volume 1

        	Making Spiritual Progress, Volume 2

        	Making Spiritual Progress, Volume 3

        	Making Spiritual Progress, Volume 4

        	Brokenness, The Secret of Spiritual Overflow

        	The Secret of Spiritual Rest

      

      In Book Seven we present the greatness of God as the Father of all goodness, and show the pilgrim how to know Him. We have thought over these messages for over ten years. We send them out with prayer that they bring great blessings to God’s people.

      Zacharias Tanee Fomum,

      
        
        P.O. Box 6090, YAOUNDÉ

        CAMEROON

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            1

          

          
            THE BEGINNING OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE

          

          The God of Limitless Generosity

        

      

    

    
      
        
        When Nahor had lived twenty-nine years, he became the father of Terah; and Nahor lived after the birth of Terah a hundred and nineteen years, and had other sons and daughters. When Terah had lived seventy years, he became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran. Now these are the descendants of Terah. Terah was the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran, and Haran was the father of Lot. Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldeans. And Abram and Nahor took wives; the name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah. Now Sarai was barren; she had no child. Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter -in-law, his son Abram’s wife, and they went forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan; but when they came to Haran, they settled there. The days of Terah were two hundred and five years; and Terah died in Haran. Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who curses you I will curse; and by you all the families of the earth shall bless themselves.’ So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions which they had gathered, and the persons that they had gotten in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your descendants I will give this land.’ So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. Thence he removed to the mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the West and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb” (Genesis 11:24 -12:9).

      

      

      THE SOVEREIGN CHOICE OF GOD

      Terah was an idol-worshipper. He and his children lived in Ur of the Chaldeans. He was there like everyone else. At this point, even though he neither knew God nor the purposes of God, God put into his heart to move. When he set out to move he decided to go to the land of Canaan. Although he had two sons alive viz: Abram and Nahor, he chose to take Abram along with him and not Nahor, nor both of them. The mighty hand of God was working in him, causing him to decide where he was to move to and with whom he was to move. He did not know God; yet, God was already working out His purpose through him.

      God is the Lord of history. He is working out His great and mighty purposes. There are no accidents in history. He controls everything. He does not only control everything, but He also begins His work in the distant past. It was not by error that Abram, who was to have an important relationship with God, was born of Terah. God knew it all in advance. He planned it all. It is not by mistake that you were born on the continent where you were born, and that on that continent, you were born in a particular country, tribe, village, and family. God chose your father and mother from the very foundations of the world. There is no mistake about it. He did not only choose your parents. He also chose where they would be at the time you were born, and He predetermined what they would be doing.

      Maybe you have often thought that you were born into the wrong family or that your nationality was wrong. You might even have thought that you were born at the wrong time. Maybe you have been wishing that things were different. Stop thinking that way. God made no mistake. You were born right where He wanted you to be born. You were born by the persons by whom He wanted you to be born and you were born when He wanted it. Your past was determined by Him. The colour of your skin and all the physical details of your body, etc, were predetermined by Him. You have what He wanted you to have in order for Him to work out His purpose for you. Your hereditary traits are what He wanted them to be, so that He may work out His great purpose for you. Are you short, tall, dark, fair? Are your eyes brown or blue? Look at all the peculiarities of your physical body; look at all the natural attitudes of your mind, will and emotions. They are all as God wanted them to be; so that with them, He may work out the great purpose that He has in mind for you. Instead of complaining, listen to what the Bible says:

      About the death of Jesus:

      
        
        “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8KJV).

      

      

      About Jeremiah:

      
        
        “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5).

      

      

      About Paul:

      
        
        “But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and had called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me,” (Galatians 1:15-16).

      

      

      What then should you do with your past—that over which you had no choice but God chose for you? I suggest that you should confess to Him that He made the right choice for you in everything. Show the fact that you acknowledge His correctness by thanking Him. Thank Him for the continent, country, tribe and family in which you were born.

      Thank Him for your

      
        	father,

        	mother,

        	brothers,

        	sisters,

        	and height.

      

      Thank Him for the colour of your skin, eyes, etc. Thank Him for the size of your head, nose, mouth, ears, eyes, etc. Thank Him for every part of your body, that it is the way God made it. Bless God from the very depth of your being.

      I assure you that you have the body He wanted you to have for the purpose He has for your life. You have the best body that He could make for His singular purpose for your life.

      Your father and mother are the best that you could have to accomplish His will for you. Your inherited attitudes are just what He needed to accomplish that special purpose that He wants to accomplish through you.

      Do not wish to be as tall or as short as someone else. If you were shorter or taller than He made you, you would stand in the way of His great purpose for you. Do not want to be as

      
        	intelligent,

        	handsome,

        	etc,

      

      as anyone else. That person can never be good enough for the purpose that God has for you. YOU ARE THE BEST PERSON FOR THE PERSON THAT GOD WANTS YOU TO BE AND FOR THE PURPOSE THAT GOD WANTS TO USE YOU FOR. NO ONE ELSE CAN BE AS GOOD AS YOU. Someone more intelligent, more handsome, from a more advanced tribe or country, is in every way inferior to you as regards that purpose for which God created you and wants to use you for.

      Do you see that you should fully accept yourself as God made you? You are not inferior to anyone with regards to the special purpose for which God made you. Rather, you are the very best for that purpose. You are not superior to anyone in any way with regards to suitability for the purpose for which God made him and wants him to be. You are inferior in every way to that person.

      Seeing things this way - and I believe that this is how God wants things to be seen - there is no room for anyone to feel superior or inferior. Everyone is to give thanks and bless the name of the Lord for what God has made them to be.

      I say to you, “You are fearfully and wonderfully made. You are excellent. You are God’s number one person for the accomplishment of the purpose that He has in store for you. Rejoice.”

      Pray like this, “Lord God, thank You for making me as I am. I realise that You could not have made me any better than I am for the purpose You have for my life. I am not a second. I am a first. I thank You for it. Glory be to Your holy name! Forgive me that I have been trying to be like others. I did not realise that if I were like them, I would stop being a first. Lord, thank You for myself. Thank You for all the others. I am fearfully and wonderfully made. They are fearfully and wonderfully made. We are all fearfully and wonderfully made. You could not have made me any better than You made me. You could not have made them any better than You made them. We are each the best that You could make. Glory be to Your glorious name! Amen.

      So God caused Abram to be born by Terah. He caused Terah to move from Ur of the Chaldeans with the intention of going to Canaan. He caused him to take Abram along. He caused him to stop and settle in Haran, instead of going right to his initial purpose. All these actions were initiated and controlled by the Lord. All who know Him as the One who orders their steps, taking charge of their going out and their coming in, enter into His rest and rest from restlessness and weariness.

      God wants you to know Him as the Originator, Sustainer and Consummator of your life. He wants you to know Him as the One who orders all things, as the One whose purpose cannot be thwarted. He wants you to know Him that way and, thereby, enter into His rest. The Bible says, “Whosoever enters God’s rest also ceases from his labours as God did from his” (Hebrews 4:10). Friend, cease from your labours. I command you to enter into His rest and cease from your labours. Obey now!

      HANDICAPS: RAW MATERIALS FOR GREAT BLESSINGS

      Before God ever had any direct dealings with Abram, Abram had a serious handicap. The Bible says, “Now Sarai was barren; she had no child.” God knew that one of his great purposes for Abram had to do with a son. It would sound normal if God had investigated carefully to find out if Abram and his wife either had a son or were in a position to have one. It would seem that God did indeed carry out investigations, for does He not know everything? Is anything hidden from Him? In His investigations, He found that Sarai was barren. He could have said, “I do not want to get involved in problems. I have made no commitment whatsoever to Abram. He is just an idol-worshipper like the others. More than that, he is an idol-worshipper with a serious problem. I will look for someone else. Whom shall I choose?”

      The Lord did not do that. He saw that Abram had a very serious problem. He knew it all and yet He chose him. God, more or less, said to Himself, “I will choose this one who has a great handicap. Then I will use his handicap as the point at which I will bless him in an exceedingly great way.” So Abram and Sarai continued with their need and God continued to have a special place for them in His purposes.

      Are there obstacles, difficulties, handicaps, etc, on your way? Are these barriers standing at the point where you need to succeed the most? Is something or someone standing in the way of your success? Do not become bitter or frustrated. Do not turn left or right to seek help on how to get rid of your obstacle. I counsel you to turn to the Lord. The obstacle is not there by accident. It may be from the devil or from one of his agents. Nevertheless, God allowed it to be brought your way so that He may use it to bless you. Do not run away from your handicaps. Do not pretend that they are not there. Say to the Lord, “Lord, here is my handicap. Here is the thing in my way.” After you have said that, stop fighting. God has a marvellous plan to turn your greatest handicaps into a source of greatest blessing. As we shall see later on, God did indeed call Abram while Sarai was still barren and He later on blessed them in an exceedingly great way, at that point of need.

      Your handicaps are raw materials for God’s blessings on you. Paul had a handicap. He turned to the Lord with his handicap and his handicap was used by the Lord to bless him in a great way. He put it this way:

      
        
        “And to keep me from being too elated by the abundance of revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me; but he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities; for when I am weak, then I am strong” (11 Corinthians 12:7-10).

      

      

      Do you have

      
        	weaknesses,

        	insults,

        	hardships,

        	persecutions and

        	calamities?

      

      Name each one of them to the Lord and boast in it. Say to the Lord, “I thank You for this special weakness, calamity etc, for Your power will be made perfect for me in this weakness. This weakness will not stand in the way of Your great purpose for my life. You will accomplish all that You created me for, and all that You want me to be, regardless of this weakness. You will start with my weakness and then You will go to all else in me, and You will bless and use me. My weakness and handicaps will be used by You for my greatest good.”

      GOD IS COMMITTED TO THAT WHICH BEGINS IN HIMSELF

      Abram’s father Terah went forth from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan. He started out on this journey, but when he and his family came to Haran, they settled there and he died there.

      The desire of Terah to go to the land of Canaan was natural. He might have had some reasons that gave him the inclination to go or just a personal inner feeling. If he had been allowed to carry out his feeling, Abram would have gotten into the land of Canaan by a natural move. He would have been brought there by his father according to the flesh and not by a call of the Lord from heaven. If he had gotten there that way, God would have had nothing to do with his being there. It would have been an activity of the flesh and not a move of God. It would have been the will of man and not the will of God. There would have been no commitment from God for his being there, and all that had to do with the land would not have been; for the Lord would have had nothing to do with his being in the land. In order that things might be according to what He purposed, having origin in Himself, and being done according to His plan and at His command, He ensured that Terah settled in Haran and lived there until he died.

      No one should initiate a thing, plan it, start carrying it out, and then invite God to come and help him to finish it. God will not be involved as God in that thing. No work that is conceived by man, planned by him, and done partly or wholly by him, can ever be a work of God. True enough, God may allow it to go on and even prosper, but it will never be His work. He will never fully commit Himself to it.

      For God to commit Himself to something as God, He must be the One who conceived it. Then He must be the One who planned it and the One who chose the methods by which it would be done. Then He must be the goal of it; that is, it must be done for His glory and it must be done by the people that He has Himself called to it. (For a more exhaustive treatment of this theme, see our book, “The Way of Christian Service”.)

      Out of love for Abram and in order that God’s purpose for the land of Canaan and all that was associated with it might be accomplished, the Lord blocked Abram from entering into it by the plan and action of man. He blocked the plan of Terah from becoming fruitful. Could that be the reason why many of your plans and schemes have not worked? Could it be that God has been the One standing in the way of them? Have you been thinking that it was the devil on the way, whereas God has positioned His angel to withstand you from bringing something to pass that was not of Him?

      Do you realise that when the Lord frustrates or allows plans that you made but which were not of Him to be frustrated, He is doing it as a manifestation of love for you? Do you now look back to some of the things that you had asked of Him, but which He had refused to give you, or schemes that you had planned, but which He had brought to naught and do you now thank Him that they had failed? Do you not look at some of those things and realise that their failure to work was a blessing to you? As I think back, I remember a childhood plan that I had. I wanted to be a medical doctor. I got very close to Canada to study medicine. In fact, my medical career was stopped by the fact that my “G.C.E. Advanced Level” results came out three days too late. I then went to Sierra Leone and studied science. Looking back professionally, I am happier as a Professor of Organic Chemistry than I would have been as a medical doctor. But more than that, I have been able to preach the gospel, plant churches, write tracts and books to further advance the cause of Christ because of my career in University science teaching, which would not have been the case if I had become a medical doctor in one of our towns or even as a lecturer of medicine in our University. God, out of His infinite love for me, ruled out my own plan so that I may get into His. I worship and praise Him for that. Do you have reasons in your own life to thank Him for similar actions?

      THE CALL OF ABRAM

      Abram existed in the mind of God before the foundations of the world. God also worked out His plan for Abram’s life from the very foundations of the world. However, for things to be fulfilled, that which was worked out in the mind of God had to pass into practical experience. It became necessary for God to call Abram.

      At the time when God called Abram, there was nothing in him to recommend him to God. He must have been an idol-worshipper like the rest of those around him. We are not told that his character was better than theirs. We are not told that he sought the Lord. He was just there with the rest of the people. He was like them in every way. He possibly had no ambitions for great things. He was simple. He was ordinary. However, Abram was special. He was greater than all the rest. He was far above them in every way. How was that possible? It was possible because in God’s mind, before the foundations of the world, Abram existed as someone very special and great. His greatness was determined by the place that God gave him in His mind and plans from the very foundations of the world. All Abram’s greatness was determined by God. A man’s greatness is determined by the place that God gave him in His purposes from the foundations of the world. Abram was special and great by divine activity and not by his abilities and doings.

      So Abram, the idol-worshipper, caught up with the very mundane businesses of life, with a major handicap of a barren wife, suddenly heard the voice of God. The voice of God came to him without previous warning. It broke into his life with a command,

      
        
        “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you” (Genesis 12:1).

      

      

      God called him to act. That act was to cause a separation from that which he knew and unite him with that which he did not know. If he acted, the separation and the union would take place. The Lord said to him, “Go from your country, your kindred, your father’s house...” God was putting an end to any nationalistic, tribal or family ambitions that he might have had. His self-life seemed to have been bound up with “My country, my tribe, and my family.” God set out from the very beginning to break those bonds that imprisoned him, so that He might have a man that was malleable in His hands. The rich young ruler was bound to his property, and that was why the Lord Jesus decided to put a knife to that bond. The rich young ruler resisted and went away into death.

      Has God separated you from what held sway over you in the world? What was it? Was it nationalism? Was it a bondage to your tribe or family? Was it money, fame, success in one area or the other? We ask again, have you been separated from them? Without this basic separation, it is impossible to make spiritual progress.

      In Abraham’s case, it was not just a separation from. It was a separation unto. Abram was to go to the land that God would show him. He was to go, not to a land, but to the land, the special land that already existed in the mind of God as one of great consequence. God was not still in the process of deciding which land it would be. All that was made up in the mind of God and it was settled, finalised. (God does not call people to things and places that are vague in His mind. He calls them to settled things and settled places.)

      God is not only interested that people be separated from. He is anxious that people be separated unto. The problem is that although many believers have separated themselves from the world - its lusts, its fame, its vanities, etc - and are not committed to the world, they have refused to be committed to the Lord and His purpose. They are not actively committing sin, but they are also not committing righteousness. We are called to be separated unto the Lord, unto the formation of the character of Christ, unto the bringing of sinners into the Kingdom, unto the building up of the Body of Christ. Passivity has no place in the purpose of God for anyone.

      Abram knew clearly that from which he was called to separate himself, but he did not know that which he was to be separated unto. He was to go to the land that God would show him. This is where faith was needed. He was to separate himself from what he knew unto that which he did not know. It would have been easier for him had God taken him on a glory trip and shown him all the land of Canaan and then asked him, “Do you not see that this is better than what you have? Leave what you have, for I have decided to improve your condition.” God did not do that. God left it to him to believe Him or to doubt him. He was to choose between counting on himself and counting on God. He had to decide and choose between that which he knew and that which God knew. Abram believed God and chose to leave that which he saw and knew for that which he did not see or know, but which God saw and knew. Abram put all of his future on the Word of God and on the promise of God. That is faith - taking God’s Word for what is said, regardless of all else. There were certainly reasons that could have caused Abram to be cautious and to reason things out and finally decide to stay. There were all the insecurities involved. However, Abram saw beyond the uncertainties and the insecurities. He saw the promise of God and He believed God. He chose God plus all the insecurities and uncertainties and, thereby, made God and His Word his security and his certainty. Yes, that is faith. He proved that he had faith by moving. The Bible says,

      
        
        “So Abram went, as the Lord had told him” (Genesis 12:4).

      

      

      Faith is not just a concept. It is not just the acceptance of facts. It is not the mental acknowledgment of truth. Faith is not faith until it is acted upon. Real faith leads to action. Faith and action are inseparable. We can say that faith is action. The only proof of genuine faith is action and a practical commitment. Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Way back to God goes to Jesus.

      Everyone who believes that Jesus is Lord surrenders absolutely to Him in everything. Everyone who believes that the world has been judged makes no investments in it, but takes all that can be taken out of it and transfers it to heaven where there is guaranteed security. Everyone who believes that all who have not received Jesus as their Lord and Saviour will perish eternally, will not rest until he has done all that he can do by

      
        	praying,

        	giving and

        	going

      

      to ensure that everyone hears the gospel. Without this kind of radical commitment, which indeed is the normal commitment for the one who has faith, all high sounding confessions of faith are useless. In fact, they are annoying.

      Abram believed God and, therefore, moved as God told him. Have you heard God? Have you moved as He said to you? We can represent what happened between Abram and God as follows:

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        when god’s call meets with a whole-hearted response of someone, then a relationship is established between the two

      

      THE PACKET THAT CAME WITH THE CALL: THE GOD OF LIMITLESS GENEROSITY

      The Lord is the God of unlimited generosity. He did not only call Abram to be separated from the world and be separated unto Him. He also gave him a most generous packet with the call. This is what He gave him:

      
        	I will show you the land.

        	I will make of you a great nation.

        	I will bless you.

        	I will make your name great.

        	I will make you become a blessing.

        	I will bless those who bless you.

        	I will curse him who curses you.

        	I will ensure that by you all the families of the earth will bless themselves.

      

      Before we look into the details of the packet that Abram was being given by the Lord, we want to draw out an important fact. The commitment was totally on God’s part. Abram was to go. That was all that was demanded of him. If he went, then the responsibility rested with God. It was not a conditional commitment. God did not say to him, “You go and if you do this and do that, etc, I will do this thing and that and the other.” He asked him to go, and, even before Abram had gone, He committed Himself in a very serious way. God did not wait for Abram to go before the commitment was made. We can certainly say that the commitment was not dependent on Abram’s obedience. It was dependent on God’s faithfulness and God’s generosity. He is the God of limitless generosity. May all who deal with Him know that they are dealing with the Lord of limitless generosity! His goodness to us is not determined by our own goodness. It is independent of our goodness. If it were to depend on our goodness, we would altogether perish. Father, the God of limitless generosity, You are wonderful. May Your holy name be praised. Amen.

      1. I Will Show You The Land

      By this commitment, God took upon Himself to guide Abram. He was to ensure that Abram found the land that He had in mind. How relieving it is to know Him as the One who has committed Himself to guide us in the way of His will! He could have given Abram some description which ran like this: “Move east for about 4 kilometres, then turn right and go for about 8 kilometres and then you will come to the bottom of a hill. Climb that hill and when you are on top of it, you will see two other hills. Climb those ones and then before you, will be the land I am talking to you about.” He did not do that. He told him - “the land which I will show you.” By that statement, He was committing Himself to go along with Abram, showing him the way and leading him all along. Both of them would get to the land, and there God would say to him: “Behold the land.”

      The Lord has made very rich promises to us. He says,

      
        
        “I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you” (Psalm 32:8).

      

      

      Do you see that if He is to counsel you with His eye upon you, He cannot do it from a distance? He is not far away. He is very near. He is right beside you. Turn to Him and say to Him, “Lord, thank You that You are right beside me to guide me and show me the way I should go.”

      Moses of old said to Him,

      
        
        “Show me now thy ways” (Exodus 33:13).

      

      

      He replied to him, saying,

      
        
        “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest” (Exodus 33:14).

      

      

      Moses insisted, yearning to make sure that God would come with him. He said to Him,

      
        
        “If thy presence will not go with me, do not carry us up from here” (Exodus 33:15).

      

      

      The Lord further committed Himself, saying,

      
        
        “This very thing that you have spoken, I will do” (Exodus 33:17).

      

      

      Dear pilgrim, the Lord Your God also says to you, “My presence will go with you and I will give you rest.” He has promised to come along. He will show you the way. He will ensure that you walk in the way. He will not let you miss the way; for if He did that, it would be as if He Himself had chosen to come along off the way with you. Why not bow your head and, like Moses, also say to Him, “Lord, if Your presence will not go with me, I will not take one step away from the place where I am now.” Then listen to Him with an obedient heart. Wait on Him. He will also say to you, “This very thing that you have spoken, I will do.” Amen! Glory be to His name!

      2. I Will Make of You A Great Nation

      It might have sounded reasonable for God to tell Abram that He would show him the land. However, to have told him that He would make of him a great nation was not easy to take. Sarai was barren. That was Abram’s greatest handicap; yet God was talking of making him into a great nation. Was that reasonable? Was Abram to believe it?

      God was calling Abram to know from the very outset of their relationship that he was dealing with God and not with man. To God all things are possible. God has no miracles. He knows no miracles. He has all things under control, and they all obey Him. All His acts are normal and consistent with His being. He causes the sun to shine. He can also cause it to stop shining. It takes one word to get it shining and it takes another word to cause it to stop shining. He needs no extra power to cause things to start or to stop. Man, on the other hand, divides God’s acts into the ones that are happening continuously and the ones that happen occasionally. Man takes the ones that happen continuously for granted and the other ones he calls miracles. In a sense, this is a great pity; for it causes man to see the glory and the power of God less and less and to give Him limited glory. Take, for example, each night when I fall asleep, everything in me is such that I am no longer in control. To a certain extent, I am dead. Then the Lord causes me to wake up, and, suddenly everything is back to normal. In a sense, a “dead” man has been brought back to life. He does this so often, on such a daily basis, that the wonder of it is taken for granted. If he did not wake me up, I would continue in that condition, and that is death. I know that God performs a miracle each time I go to bed, fall asleep and wake up. All God’s acts are miracles. All God’s acts are normal. Miracles are God’s normal acts in given situations. Miracles are the names that are given by man to God’s acts under special circumstances, but all His acts are miracles.

      God decided to bless Abram where he, Abram, could not do anything to help himself. Sarai was barren. What could Abram do? If there were medicines then to be taken, perhaps she took all of them. If there were doctors to see, perhaps she saw all of them, but all her efforts did not change the situation. Abram came to the end of himself. Have you come to the end of yourself? That is a wonderful position to be in; for in that position God’s power is manifested in a limitless way.

      God is anxious to work in a special way in the lives of and on behalf of His children. The problem is that we are too “strong”, too “able”. We still hope that we can make it by ourselves. So He allows us to fail, fail again and fail again and again and, if need be, He will allow us to fail again and again and again until, we come to the end of ourselves and cry out like Job in the following passage,

      
        
        “I know that thou canst do all things, and that no purpose of thine can be thwarted. ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and you declare to me.’ I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees thee; therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:1-6).

      

      

      Have you come to that point? Have you come to the point where you despise yourself? Have you come to the place where you repent “in dust and ashes”? If you come to that point, you will find that God has preceded you there. He was there before you got there. He was there waiting for you, that He might meet your need. Why not make today the day of coming to the end of yourself? What of this very moment? Do you not see that it is ideally suitable for you to yield all your struggles, frustrations, etc, to Him? God is generous beyond limit. He did not only decide to give Abram a son. That would already have been wonderful. He promised to make him into a nation and a great nation! That is God! That is His way of doing things. Oh that we would fall down before Him and worship Him for His greatness! Oh that we would together sing the song of Moses and the Israelites, saying,

      
        
        “Who is like thee, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like thee, majestic in holiness, terrible in glorious deeds, doing wonders?” (Exodus 15:11).

      

      

      3. I Will Bless You

      God promised to Abram that He would bless him. This is wonderful. God was offering to bless. It put Abram in a very privileged position. We need to know what God was promising to Abram. To do this, we must know what blessing is. What does it mean to bless? To bless is to let a person have that which he needs to make him be the best that he can be for all time. To bless is to let a person have what he needs to be all that God saved him for and wants him to be. We can then say that anything and everything that helps a person to be all that God made him for and all that He wants him to be is a blessing to that person. A blessing to me is anything that will enable my spirit, soul and body to be all that God made me to be and all that He wants me to be. Therefore, if suffering, poverty, riches, honour, dishonour, imprisonment, liberty, opened doors, closed doors, good health, poor health, life, death, success, failure, etc, help me to be all that Christ saved me for and all that He wants me to be, then they are blessings to me. I look at each of them and I value them according to their contributions to make me into what God wants me to be. To bless is to give to a person more than the person deserves and more than he has worked for. If I deserve five francs and am given five million francs, then I have been blessed. If I deserve to be abandoned permanently but I am taken into greater confidence and even promoted, then I have been blessed. We can then say that to bless is to give to a person something that will make him into that for which Christ saved him and wants him to be in a measure that far exceeds that which the person deserves.

      God thus promised to Abram that he would have all that was needed to make him into that for which God called him and wanted him to be in exceedingly great abundance than he deserved. As we go on, we shall see how this promise was fulfilled in the life of Abram.

      God has also promised to bless us. In fact, God is already blessing each one of us. The fact that we deserved to be in the hottest place in hell but He has given us, not

      
        	a less hot place than the hotter or

        	a place near hell or

        	a place which is not hot at all or

        	a good place on earth or

        	a place on the outskirts of heaven or just

        	a place in heaven, but,


      

      He has given us a place on the very throne of heaven, shows us something of the extent to which He has blessed us. We were Satan’s children. He did not change our status into the children of men or, even higher than that, into the children of earthly kings, or, even still higher than that, into the children of angels. No, He made us into His own children. That is blessing. We can go on and on and fill page after page with the blessings we have received from the Lord. If I think of something that affects all of us - backsliding - it is obvious that we have each backslidden at one time or the other. It might have been for one second, one minute, one hour, one day, etc, but I know that at one point we stopped loving the Lord with the same intensity with which we did before, or we stopped following Him with the same proximity with which we did before, and this is backsliding. So we backslid. He did not abandon us. He did not wait for us to look for Him. He came and sought us. He wooed us back. When we came back, He did not make us into servants. He did not cease to trust us. He did not put us on trial. He gave us our place in His heart as His children. In addition, He gave us things that He had not yet given us before - the great robe, the ring, the shoes and the feast on the fatted calf. Abram rested on the promise of God to bless him. He believed God. He had faith to believe that God would do as He had promised. May we who have already trusted and enjoyed so much of the Lord’s blessings believe Him even more for the greater things that He has promised, which will soon come to pass! For example, He promised us greater works in the following words, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do because I go to the Father” (John 14:12). We believe in Him. He has gone to the Father. May we believe Him and do the works that He did and also move on in faith and by faith do the greater things that He promised. They are His promises of blessings on us. Amen.

      4. I Will Make Your Name Great

      God promised and offered to make Abram’s name great. Many people are labouring to be great. They struggle, fight, pull others down and do everything to be great. There are two things wrong with this attitude. First of all, they have failed to recognise or they do not just know that true greatness is measured by a man’s status before God. If God says that a person is great, then the person is great indeed. Because God is the very essence of greatness, when He says that a person is great, then no one else can contradict Him. God’s verdict is final. A man may be a king in the eyes of men, but be unfit to be a slave before God. Such a one is certainly not great. On the other hand, a person may be a slave in the eyes of men, but be a king before God. No one who lifts himself by pulling others down or by underhanded ways is great. Secondly, only God can make anyone great. Promotions come neither from the East nor from the West. They come from the Lord. True promotion is a matter of having a more elevated position before God. It is that which God confers on the pure in heart, on those who serve Him with all their being and with their all for His glory and for His glory alone. It is that which God confers on those who want nothing for themselves, but who go out and put all that they are and all that they have into gaining everything for the Lord. God makes such great, and many of His greatest ones He keeps in hiding behind the scene; so that He may disclose their greatness on that Day for all to see. Do you want to be great before God and before God alone? Do you want the greatness that comes from the Lord and comes only from the Lord? Have you stopped seeking the honour, glory, promotions, praises of men? Unless you have come to see that all that is from man is dust, dung, totally worthless, you will not make spiritual progress. If you are still trying to get the promotions that come from man and the greatness that man confers, you cannot have the greatness that comes from God. God cannot make anyone great who is seeking greatness from man. None who desires the greatness that comes from man can truly seek the greatness that comes from God.

      We have seen that true greatness is before God and before Him alone. Let us also add that there are times when God has raised people who had stature before Him to places of greatness before men. He raised

      
        	Abram

        	Moses

        	Joshua

        	Joseph

        	Daniel

        	etc.

      

      However, one thing is obvious. None of these men wanted glory from man. They all sought only the greatness of God and were reluctant to come into prominence before man. God forced them into prominence. Abram did not seek it. Moses complained that he was not eloquent and asked God to send another. Joshua was content to remain in the tent of meeting and never depart from it, etc. The word of God and the warning of God come to all of us this day, saying,

      
        
        “SEEKEST THOU GREAT THINGS FOR THYSELF? SEEK THEM NOT” (Jeremiah 45:5, KJV).

      

      

      The way of seeking great things for oneself, be they in the purely worldly things or in the realm of spiritual gifts and christian service, is the way of perdition. Many have lost God as they sought great things for themselves in God’s name. Let me ask you an important question, “Why do you want that spiritual gift that you are asking the Lord for? Why do you want to start that ministry? Why do you want to write that book or song? Why do you want to preach that message? Is it really for God’s glory? Is it for God’s glory and His glory alone? Is there nothing of self in it? ”

      The greatness that comes from men is passing. It does not last. Where are the men who once were front page figures in this nation? They are gone. They are forgotten. Their names are now even objects of offense.

      When God sets out to make a man great and, consequently, make his name great, no one can stop Him. No one can demote the one whom God promotes. What God does lasts. It cannot be overthrown. God set out to make Abram great and to make his name great. He did it.

      Again, Abram believed the Lord. He, however, did not set his heart on this greatness. He set his heart on the Lord. This is the way to respond to the commitment of God to make one great.

      God has committed Himself to make all who are His great. He has promised to make them great before Him. He has promised them the highest honour in heaven and on earth, which is to sit on the throne - His throne. We accept that greatness. We turn our hearts away from all the greatness that comes from man, which is, after all, no greatness. We set our hearts on the Lord. Because He has promised us the greatest possible greatness, we do not bother at all if no one sees us or notices us now. We do nothing to draw the attention of men on ourselves. We do everything to turn the attention of men to Him. If He calls some of us into positions of honour before men, we take such positions with total personal disinterestedness. We use that position to serve Him and do nothing whatsoever against Him to keep the position. When His time comes, He calls us away from that position to the greatest position on earth - that of waiting on Him in His immediate presence. This is greatness.

      5. I Will Make You Great so That You May Become A Blessing

      We have said that greatness is the measure of a person’s position before God. It is the measure of the quality and quantity of the person’s labours in the service of the Lord, provided that service has the motive of glorifying God and glorifying only God. So greatness is God-ward. Greatness is also to be measured by the capacity to make others great, to bring blessing to others.

      God makes people great, so that they may be a blessing to others. He makes people

      
        	rich, so that they may make others rich;

        	wise so that they may make others wise;

        	free so that they may make others free;

        	etc.

      

      To Abram, God committed Himself to make him great. He also committed Himself to ensure that the greatness did not become a snare to him, but rather, that the greatness remained a blessing to him as he made others great and blessed them.

      God was saying to Abram, “I will not only make you great. I will make you greatly great.” If greatness is the measure of a man before God, then great greatness can be called the capacity of a great man to make those who are not great and those who are great, greater in greatness. So Abraham was to be great. He was to go beyond greatness by becoming greatly great through making others great. He was to be a blessing to them.

      For Abram to be greatly great, God was promising to make him disinterested in greatness and disinterested in his own greatness, so that others might be made great; he would rejoice and give glory to the Lord instead of being jealous.

      We have already said that someone can be a king before men, but be less than a slave before God. Herod was a king before men. He was on a throne, but at heart he was less than a slave. He could not stand the knowledge of the birth of another king. He slaughtered innocent children in his bid to eliminate any possible king apart from himself. He had no greatness of his own before God and so he could not be a blessing to others.

      A truly great man will labour to ensure that other great men are produced, and he will do all that he can to ensure that they become greater than he is. As others rise to prominence before God and before man, he will, with John the Baptist, say,

      
        
        “No one can receive anything except what is given him from heaven. You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him. He who has the bride is the bridegroom; the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice; therefore this joy of mine is now full. He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:27-30).

      

      

      John indeed was great. He was greatly great. Will you rejoice when God raises another person to do that work which you are doing for Him? Are you doing all in prayer and practically to ensure that such a person is raised up by the Lord? Have you ever prayed and have you continued to pray, asking the Lord to raise up someone to do the work you are doing for Him who will do it better than you are doing and be more recognized for it than you have been? Have you ever prayed, saying, “Lord, raise someone who will take my place in the hearts of people and increase while I decrease”? Such prayer and labour is the lot of the great; the lot of those who are greatly great. Are you one such? Will you take your first step in that direction today by praying that God should, in the interest of His kingdom, raise people who are better gifted and better able to do His work than you are able and than you are doing? If you can pray that way and keep praying that way, and go on insisting and labouring that it be so, then you have entered into that path of spiritual progress that is reserved by the Lord for those who are truly great.

      God did not only make the promise to Abram. He fulfilled it. Abram was used to bless others. He was a blessing. People greater than him came out of him, the greatest of them being King David’s Greater Son - the Lord Jesus. Glory be to the Lord!

      6. I Will Bless Those Who Bless You

      A great man always thinks of how to bless those who have blessed him. He yearns to encourage those who encourage him. Sometimes he knows deep frustration because he is limited and cannot bless them the way he would like to. God knew Abram would have this need and so He offered to take charge of it and fulfil it.

      By this commitment to bless those who bless Abram, God was raising Abram to a position of great prominence. He was raising him to the position from which people could receive blessing.

      God has also raised each believer to such a position. If we bless the children of God because they are the children of God, and not because they are without fault or perfect in understanding of Scripture and in its application, etc, the Lord will also bless us. Have you realised that by not blessing the children of God, especially those who hurt and wrong you or who are different from you, you have been blocking God from blessing you? Will you repent today and start to bless them?

      The question may arise in the heart of some as to how they can bless the children of God. We have said that blessing is having something that contributes to being all that Christ saved us for and wants us to be in a measure that far exceeds that which we deserve. Therefore to bless, you should do the following;

      Forgive completely and abundantly and forget all the wrong that has been done to you by the one you are blessing, without his having to ask for it.

      Give to meet the needs of the one you want to bless in such a way that the person’s needs are not just met but the person is given so much that he can live in super abundance.

      Cover the sin and failure of the one you want to bless and never uncover them at all.

      Restore to your innermost intimacy those who once were there but you threw out because of their failure and sin.

      Ask the Lord to do things for them that will bless them in every way.

      Bless them by pronouncing things that you want to happen to them.

      Many believers know something of the first five forms of blessing people that we have outlined above and, to some extent, they are practising them. It is the sixth form that few know anything about. We therefore want to comment on that, but before we comment on that, we want to quote two examples from the Scriptures. Moses blessed the children of Israel. The Bible says,

      
        
        “This is the blessing with which Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death” (Deuteronomy 33:1).

      

      

      We shall choose two of the tribes and look at the blessing. Let us look at the tribe of Reuben and Joseph.

      Moses blessed Reuben and said,

      
        
        “Let Reuben live, and not die, nor let his men be few” (Deuteronomy 33:6).

      

      

      It is obvious that he imparted very little to Reuben.

      He blessed Joseph and said,

      
        
        “Blessed by the Lord be his land, with the choicest gifts of heaven above, and of the deep that couches beneath, with the choicest fruits of the sun, and the rich yield of the months, with the finest produce of the ancient mountains, and the abundance of the everlasting hills, with the best gifts of the earth and its fullness, and the favour of him that dwells in the bush. Let these come upon the head of Joseph, and upon the crown of the head of him that is prince among his brothers. His firstling bull has majesty, and his horns are the horns of a wild ox; with them he shall push the peoples, all of them, to the ends of the earth; such are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and such are the thousands of Manasseh” (Deuteronomy 33:13-17).

      

      

      The extent of the blessings of Joseph is obvious. The blessings were based on

      
        	Their past history.

        	The blessings they had received before.

        	Their present spiritual condition.

        	That which they were to become as received from the Lord.

      

      These four elements should be taken into consideration by a person when he blesses another. In order to bless anyone, a person should take time before God and know the mind of God about the person he wants to bless. He should then sort out clearly what he is to say and how he is to say it. He should also seek out from the Lord the best circumstances under which to do it.

      Those who have walked the longest with God, those whose fellowship with Him is unhindered, those who live in His immediate presence, will hear His voice more clearly and make proclamations that He will honour by bringing them to pass. No one should attempt to bless anyone beyond his (of the person blessing) spiritual level and faith. Each must bless in proportion to the measure of faith and revelation that he has and has received. To pronounce on a person things that God will not honour and bring to pass, is to sin greatly.

      We have said that to bless is costly business. Moses could bless as the man of God. Have you built weight before God? Are you separated from all that you should be separated from? Have you separated yourself unto all that you should be separated unto? Have you paid the price of taking the person you want to bless before the Lord and sorting things out with God? Without the price, one would be trying to offer to another that which costs him nothing. God forbids this.

      Those who are men of God and women of God should move in such intimacy and rich fellowship with God that if a person should suddenly come up to them and say, “Bless me,” they will be in a position to know the mind of God and minister accordingly without the need to withdraw and wait on God. This is a challenge to spiritual progress.

      Looking at this promise of God in political terms, it is quite obvious that America is the most prosperous nation in the world. (I will put some figures at the bottom of the page to justify this statement.). One reason for this is that America has maintained the strongest pro-Israel position of all the nations in the world. My prayer to God is that all the countries of the world should become pro-Israel and bless her and be blessed. I pray that my own earthly homeland, Cameroon, should soon recognise Israel and, thereby, win God’s favour and blessing.

      At my own individual level, I want to confess that there was a time that, out of my African nationalism, I sided with the Arabs and especially Egypt against Israel. When I was converted and the Lord opened my eyes to see His position on the matter, I immediately repented and have taken a pro-Israel position. I have not just made it a political matter. I pray for the peace of Jerusalem. But I pray not only for political peace, good as that is. I pray for her spiritual peace, pleading with God that many in Israel should repent and turn to their Messiah, the Lord Jesus, who is the Prince of peace. In this way, I put myself on the side of blessing. I beg you to do the same. Bless Israel. The Lord has a personal element in the promise. He says, “I will bless those who bless you.” He will bless the one who blesses Israel.

      AMERICAN WEALTH

      The United States is richer by far than any nation in history. While the United States has only 6% of the world’s population, this country has been blessed with;

      
        	50% of the world’s wealth,

        	63% of the world’s manufactured goods,

        	29% of the world’s rail-roads,

        	58% of the world’s automobiles,

        	44% of the world’s trucks,

        	56% of the world’s telephones,

        	43% of the world’s radios,

        	35% of the world’s electricity output,

        	25% of the world’s steel,

        	29% of the world’s petroleum,

        	22% of the world’s coal.

      

      WILL CURSE THOSE WHO CURSE YOU

      There will always be people to curse the people of God. Buried in man is the desire to curse in return. God saw that that desire, that attitude, was in Abram and that He would need to satisfy it. God, therefore, was saying to Abram, “I want to do that for you. Leave that to Me. I will do it for you and I will do it to an extent to which you cannot do it.” By promising to do it, God took away from Abram the desire to avenge himself: the desire to hit back, the desire to curse those who cursed him; so that throughout the years of his walk with God and his life on earth, Abram never cursed anyone. He instead went to the rescue of those who cheated and maltreated him. So great was the work that God did in his heart with this promise that at no time did he want or ask God to curse anyone because that one had cursed him. He just blessed.

      I think there are three possible attitudes to adopt towards those who curse us; those who are against us. There is the attitude that can curse them and inflict evil on them: the attitude of “an eye for an eye”. That is not the attitude of someone who has made spiritual progress. Then there is the attitude that says, “I will leave it with God.” Such a one reports the situation in detail to God in prayer and makes suggestions to the Lord as to what should be done. It reminds God that He said that vengeance was His and that He would repay. Such an attitude then waits for God to act and bring judgment on the wrong party. This is not the attitude of someone who has begun to become like the God of limitless generosity. The third attitude is that which forgives the person and pleads with the Lord to forgive, not because there is no guilt, but because of a desire to see mercy and not justice. Such an attitude was that of the Lord of glory when He prayed from the Cross for His guilty enemies, saying,

      
        
        “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).

      

      

      The same attitude was found in Stephen when he prayed for his religious murderers, saying,

      
        
        “Lord, do not hold this sin against them” (Acts 7:60).

      

      

      This is the attitude of those who are making spiritual progress. Stephen attained unto it within a short time. We, too, should each attain unto it quickly.

      God promised to curse those who cursed Abram. The Arab nations have cursed Israel. It is obvious that they have in turn received a curse. The Russians have cursed Israel. It is obvious, too, that they are under a curse. Since 1967 when African countries broke diplomatic relations with Israel, it is quite obvious that things have gone bad for the continent. There have been revolutions, bloodshed, genocides, wars, famine, drought, etc. The continent has fared badly since then. This is partly because, as African countries turned against Israel, God decided to be against the continent. Even countries that have tried to develop a lesser pro-Israel position in order to gain from the oil of the Arabs have also suffered from a curse in a small way and have degenerated. Such countries include Great Britain and France.

      My prayer to the Lord is that He should grant to the leaders of the world to repent and change their attitude towards Israel, and then God may in His mercy lift the curse. This is a vital need in the current global financial crisis that needs the hand of God to change the direction of things. This is urgently needed in Black Africa where many nations are at the brink of bankruptcy and millions are dying from famine and starvation. Won’t you join me in praying along these lines?

      As we said earlier, the easiest way to receive blessing is to bless. The easiest way to receive a curse is to curse. The more you bless the more you will be blessed and the more you curse, the more you will be cursed.

      Believers normally do not directly curse people. They do so indirectly. We will not look here at the consequences of cursing unbelievers, although I believe that there are serious consequences for that. I want us to look at the consequences of cursing those who share the privileged position of Abram - his children by faith, the believers. Every evil thought that you harbour against a believer is like a curse. It goes out of you but because the believer’s position is protected by the blood of the Lord, that evil thought hits on the blood, gathers momentum from the blood, and comes back as a curse on you. Every evil word, gossip, exaggeration, lie, etc, that is spoken of a believer goes to the believer, hits on the blood that protects him and comes back with greater momentum and strikes the one who sent it. Every evil action does the same. There is no protection for the curses that we send out and which come back to us. A believer is not hurt by the curses of others. He is destroyed by the curses which he, in his madness, spits on others. This is a most serious matter. Are you suffering from the boomerangs that you have been sending out?

      There are a number of reasons why no believer should judge another believer. The first reason is that the Lord has forbidden it in His Word. The Bible says,

      
        
        “But with me, it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. I do not even judge myself. I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then every man will receive his commendation from God” (1 Corinthians 4: 3-5).

      

      

      The second reason is that the brother or sister whom you are judging belongs to the Body of Christ and you belong to the same Body. If you judge him, you are judging yourself. If you condemn him, you are condemning yourself. If the hand condemns the foot, it condemns itself; for the hand has no beauty of its own, independent of the beauty of the whole Body. At the moment of writing this, there is a boil on my back. The back is not suffering alone. The whole of my body is suffering from the pain that originates in the back. This is what being in the Body of Christ brings us into. May God open our eyes to the reality of the Body of Christ.

      The third reason is that to judge correctly, one needs to have all the facts. None of us has all the facts about any situation, anything or anybody. At best we have some of the facts. Take, for example, that you came to a place and saw that a car had knocked a child dead. You have some facts. You know that a certain car driven by a certain driver has killed a child. You are not in a position, however, to pass judgment. There are many things that you do not know. You do not know if the driver was speeding or not. You do not know if he had a brake failure or not. You do not know if he killed the child as he was trying to escape from another vehicle that had gone out of its way and was about to hit him. You do not know if he killed the child because he was in a fix and had to choose between killing that child or killing ten people on the other side of the road. You do not know if he was suddenly taken ill and therefore could no longer control the vehicle, etc. You do not know the facts. God alone knows them. If we judge without all the facts, we may be totally mistaken. We dare not impute motives to the action of people. We may be completely wrong. We must not judge. We must not condemn. We must not gossip. We must not blame. We must leave these things to the Lord. He is the Judge. He has all the facts. He will judge correctly. He Himself has decided to shift judgment into the future. The judgment seat of Christ is yet to come. It is as if He were saying to Himself, “Let Me gather all the facts. Let Me prove and test the observations and conclusions that I have made. Let Me see if I have not forgotten some parameters in the analyses. Let Me see if there will be no change.” If the Lord has that kind of attitude, how much more should we in our frailty desist from judging! God, help me! God, help us!

      The fourth reason why we must not judge is that we shall be judged according to the same measure with which we judged others. That is frightful! God, have mercy on me! God, have mercy on us!

      Instead of judging, condemning and cursing, let us do something that is far greater. Let us bless and we shall be blessed in turn. Amen.

      WILL ENSURE THAT BY YOU ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH WILL BLESS THEMSELVES

      This is wonderful. Abram was to be blessed. He was to be a blessing to others. As if that were not enough, God committed Himself to ensure that by Abram all the families of the earth would bless themselves. In this way, God exalted Abram to the highest possible position that any human being could attain. He made him a universal figure of great importance. All the families of the earth were to be blessed through Abram and through him all the families of the earth were to bless themselves.

      In this act, God linked Abram to the coming Saviour - the Lord Jesus Christ - by whom and through whom all the families of the earth enter into the greatest blessing that there is: life eternal. And God worked this out; for the Lord Jesus was a descendant of Abram according to the flesh and those who are in Christ are descendants of Abram by faith.

      Another thing that is worth mentioning is that the Lord promised to ensure that all the families of the earth would bless themselves through Abram. You have been blessed. Make sure that another family is blessed by taking the gospel to them. Make a commitment to that end. God has committed Himself to bring it to pass. Cooperate with Him by committing yourself to it.

      God knows no family, tribal and national barriers. He called Abram away from that kind of thinking. He called Abram to think in terms of all the families of all the earth.

      May God broaden our vision - yours and mine! May He, in His love for us, grant us to see as He sees! He sees beyond

      
        	my particular circle,

        	my local assembly,

        	the work He has committed to me,

        	my area of spiritual influence,

        	my spiritual family,

        	my nation,

        	my continent.

      

      He sees the whole world. He is committed to the whole world. He wants me to share His commitment.

      I must see as God sees. I must commit myself to contribute by the means of

      
        	my prayers

        	my money

        	my ministry

        	my very being

      

      to ensure that God’s overall interest - that all the families of the earth are blessed in Christ - is fulfilled.

      
        	Any vision that is less than this is limited vision.

        	Any work that is less than this is a limited work.

        	Any prayers that are less than these are limited prayers.

        	Any giving that is less than this is limited giving.

        	Any ministry that is less than this is a limited ministry.

        	Any life that is invested for a goal that is less than this is a limited investment, a limited life.

      

      I must not only think of committing myself. I must actually commit myself. “Lord Jesus, I, today, the 20th of June 1985, commit myself to all of Your interests in all of Your world. l will, by my prayers, gifts and by my very being that is ready to go anywhere that You send me, make all the contributions that I can to Your global interest. I put an end to all my limited vision and action of the past. Help me along these new lines of thinking and acting. Amen.

      Won’t you also commit yourself along these same lines and trust the Holy Spirit to guide you to make your own contribution to God’s global interest? Won’t you make that commitment now?

      God bless you.

      ENTERING INTO THE PROMISED LAND

      We have already seen that Abram obeyed God and responded to the call of God. By that response, he made the entire packet that went with the call his. God was to do mighty things unconditionally for him.

      When Abram moved into the land of Canaan he moved in with his wife, his brother’s son, all their possessions which they had gathered, and the persons they had got in Haran. He entered with all that he had. When a person comes from the world into Christ, he causes the world to lose at the level of persons and things. We shall come to this point later on.

      When Abram came to the land of Canaan, he carried out a kind of inspection tour of the land. The Bible says,

      
        
        “When they had come to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land” (Genesis 12:5,6).
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