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    Praise for Steve Deace and Rules for Patriots




    “As a frequent guest on the Steve Deace Show, I know that when it comes to taking on the radical left and the Obama agenda, Steve Deace is without peer. We need more folks like Steve who are fearless in their advocacy for protecting the freedoms and liberties that make this country great. Buy his book—you won’t regret it.”




    —CHRIS CHOCOLA, President, Club for Growth




    “Clear-eyed and lion-hearted, Steve Deace is a latter-day Sam Adams. Every grassroots citizen who cherishes freedom and justice should study this highly readable antidote to political despair. These brilliant rules for political combat, if consistently wielded by an ‘irate, tireless minority,’ will undoubtedly save our country.”




    —DEAN CLANCY, Vice President of Public Policy,


    FreedomWorks




    “The American people, increasingly frustrated with the loss of liberty and expansion of government, are offered a tough burst of honesty and clarity from Steve Deace—whether it is on air or in his book. Steve shines the light on the Republican Party establishment and others encouragement that ‘we the people’ can take our country back.”




    —RAFAEL CRUZ, father of U.S. Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX)




    “Republicans are relying on Democrats to lose elections instead of trying to win with a mandate. Steve Deace presents some great ‘Rules for Patriots’ to start winning with conservative conviction.”




    —ERICK ERICKSON, RedState and Fox News Contributor




    “You will never think about the challenges to America the same after you read Steve Deace.”




    —NEWT GINGRICH, Former House Speaker and


    New York Times best-selling author




    “Steve Deace has authored a superb primer for conservatives who want to win. Whether you are considering running for office, a member of your local Tea Party, or a concerned citizen debating the issues of the day, this book is a must read.”




    —MARK LEVIN, syndicated radio host




    “In Rules for Patriots, Steve Deace lays out a blue print for victory for conservatives - a blueprint based on drawing stark contrasts rather than painting in shades of gray. Deace calls for conservatives to fight rather than retreat, recognizing that without a fight, the Left will never back down.”




    —BEN SHAPIRO, New York Times best-selling author,


    Breitbart, Truth Revolt




    “If you want to be able to say ‘you’re fired’ to the people plunging this great country of ours down the drain, this book is for you. Steve Deace is one of the rising stars in conservative media, and he’s able to tackle serious subject matter in a winsome way that’s so easy to understand, even a Washington, D.C. politician can get it.”




    —DONALD TRUMP, American business magnate




    “One thing is for certain, Steve Deace will never be confused with Joel Osteen. In Rules for Patriots Steve lays out the good, the bad and the ugly on the condition of our country and then lays out a game plan for conservatives to regain a real place on impact on the culture including politics.”




    —TIM WILDMON, President, American Family Association




    “Steve Deace has given us a punchy indictment of a Republican Party establishment that seems bent on losing again in 2016 with another Dole-style automaton. Deace’s own plan for victory will enrage the hacks and hangers-on, which is why normal Americans will love it.”




    —THOMAS WOODS, New York Times best-selling author
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    FOREWORD




    BY DAVID LIMBAUGH




    I have been involved in politics since I was a young boy, and passionate about it for most of my life. My main focus has been on political philosophy and policy and not so much on the science of winning elections. I’ve often supported candidates, but I’ve never been a political operative or strategist. But that doesn’t keep some people from assuming I’m knowledgeable about election strategy. After all, I’ve been writing a mostly political, nationally syndicated column for fifteen years so it’s only natural people would make that assumption.




    Based on that assumption, people often say to me, “This country is in such a mess. Everything is upside down and it keeps getting worse. Our culture has been overrun by those who believe wrong is right and right is wrong. Our governmental ruling class continues to expand government, drive us into national bankruptcy, abuse the Constitution and destroy our liberties, yet we can’t seem to do anything about it. Most people I talk to agree that we are going in the wrong direction, but we keep losing elections anyway. Even when we win, we don’t make much progress in pushing back the government. You deal with this stuff everyday, David, so please tell me what we can do to stop this madness. Tell me what I can do to make a difference. I am not ready to give up on America. I will never give up on my children’s future, but unless we find a way to turn this around their future doesn’t look so bright. I am completely serious; I’m ready and willing to fight back. Just give me some direction.”




    To be completely honest with you, I’ve never had an adequate answer for these questions. Believe me, if I had a magical solution for turning things around I’d be shouting it out from the rooftops. I have some ideas, but they are broad philosophical points rather than a point-by-point strategy for winning elections.




    My usual response is that first we have to stand up for the principles we believe in and express them unapologetically, even if the environment we’re in makes that difficult. We have to encourage true conservatives to run for office–people who believe in the ideas of limited government and maximizing our political liberties. Quality people who are not just one-dimensional candidates, but who endorse all three legs of Ronald Reagan’s three-legged stool: economic conservatism, social conservatism and foreign policy conservatism. This isn’t to say that we have to be uncompromising purists or that we want to exclude from our tent those who don’t agree with us on everything, but generally we should cultivate and encourage leaders who are comprehensively conservative.




    Not only is it best for our nation that we support principled conservatives, but it is, in most cases, the best strategy for winning national elections. Polling has repeatedly shown that twice as many Americans self-identify as conservatives than as liberals. But we’re not going to capitalize on that if we don’t offer voters candidates who represent a true alternative to the nightmare of galloping statism from the ruling class. By supporting genuine conservatives who believe in the principles that have made America great, we will fire up and intensify our grassroots conservative base. We will energize people to vote because they will understand that their vote will make a difference in the direction of this country, instead of being wasted on a GOP candidate who talks the small-government talk, but ends governing like a Democrat.




    I don’t buy into the conventional wisdom preached by establishment Republicans that we must soften our message, or abandon social issues, in order to win independents, and that we must support milquetoast moderates because we won’t be able to change anything unless we first get Republicans elected.




    In the first place, I refuse to concede that Reagan conservatism is extremism or that it won’t appeal to a substantial majority of the American people, if clearly and passionately articulated. America may well be drifting to the left, but timeless conservative policies are still the best formula for restoring prosperity, reversing our exploding debt, and making America stronger.




    Notice that Democrats never preach bipartisanship, except when they’re lecturing Republicans and seeking to shame them into joining them in further growing the government. The so-called bipartisan proposals never result in the rolling back of government or actual cuts in federal spending. Democrats never modulate their own ideas, which truly are extreme, and they keep winning national elections anyway. The Democratic presidential candidate has won the popular vote in five out of the last six presidential elections. This, despite the fact that the GOP has nominated moderates rather than conservatives in those elections, from George H. W. Bush, to Bob Dole, to George W. Bush to John McCain, to Mitt Romney.




    I tell people that in addition to nominating and supporting like minded candidates, we must have the courage to stand up for our convictions personally, instead of pretending things are just fine and that our positions won’t make much difference. We shouldn’t be abrasive or strident, but we need people to understand that we believe these are matters of grave importance and that we shouldn’t just leave the political discussion to the politicians, pundits, and strategists. If we succumb to apathy or the cynical resignation that nothing we do will make a difference, we will, through our silence, be contributing to the demise of our nation and the destruction of our children’s future.




    Beyond expressing these general ideas, I find myself woefully inadequate at providing a specific roadmap for conservative electoral victories. I repeat: I am not an expert in political strategy and I am short on advice on the particulars. But I’m also aware that many of those who are knowledgeable in electoral strategy and tactics, even those on the political right, tend to be more interested in winning for winning’s sake or for the advancement of their careers, as opposed to advancing substantive conservative ideas. I am not comfortable turning our future over to soulless political hired guns more interested in the game than in America’s future.




    I have long hoped that we could find a person representing the best of both worlds: a principled conservative with his finger on the pulse of the modern culture and savvy in both substantive policy and electoral strategy. Does any such person exist on our side—one who believes in America and who knows how to fight as effectively as a cutthroat liberal operative, but without compromising his convictions or operating unethically?




    Let’s face it; liberal Democrats have an advantage in politics because they generally subscribe to the view that the end justifies the means. They’re all too willing to employ unethical means to achieve what they misperceive to be virtuous ends. Obama is the quintessential ends-justifies-means politician, who was trained at the feet of community organizing guru Saul Alinsky, whose “Rules for Radicals” has been his bible for demonizing opponents, winning elections, and advancing the radical progressive agenda, even though his progressive ideas have been minority ideas.




    Is there no way we conservatives can win against such ruthlessness without abandoning our own principles and campaigning as unethically as our opponents? Do we have to fight hellfire with hellfire? Perish that thought. We mustn’t surrender to the notion that we cannot compete against evil without becoming evil ourselves. We must remain confident that superior and nobler ideas will prevail if properly presented—that the truth will set us free.




    We must also reject the hackneyed advice that we must choose between pragmatism and principle. There has to be a pragmatic strategy for winning while proudly proclaiming, rather than running from, our principles. That sounds nice, but there’s a world of difference between instinctively believing there is such a principled strategy and actually knowing what it is.




    Enter my friend, Steve Deace, with his “Rules for Patriots” in hand. When he asked me to read his book and consider writing a foreword for it, I had no idea what his prescriptions were.




    Frankly, I’ve talked to a lot of smart people who’ve analyzed the 2012 election and our current political predicament and have proposed a number of intriguing ideas for Republicans to recapture the majority. But in my view, Steve Deace is the only one who is presenting the right blend of ideas—a blueprint for victory that is brilliantly strategic, smartly tactical, and yet grounded in, rather than compromising our conservative principles. There is no conflict between Deace’s strategic proposals and the articulation and advancement of principled conservatism, precisely because his strategic proposals are steeped in these principles themselves.




    We need to learn, says Deace, how to “win to govern, instead of governing to win.” But establishment Republicans, he notes, believe “you win to lead,” while the grassroots understand that “you lead to win.” The establishment side, sadly, has controlled the consultant class and there has been “a void among consultants who thought it was their job to help the conservative candidate persuade voters to his principles, as opposed to consultants persuading conservative candidates to water down their principles to appease the masses.” What a refreshing perspective.




    Steve is a nationally syndicated radio talk show host based in Iowa, the state that always has the first GOP presidential caucus, giving him “a bird’s eye view of the how the sausage gets made” and an opportunity “to meet many of the politicians, pundits, consultants, journalists and movers and shakers” involved in the process. This “unique opportunity” has given him a perspective that others might not have to “see what works and what does not. To see why candidates falter and fail, and why they thrive and succeed.”




    Drawing on this experience, Deace developed a ten-point approach for conservatives running for elective office, which he calls “Deace’s 10 Commandments of Political Warfare,” and which he presents and explains in this book. Finally, a “how to” book for conservatives and Republicans based on the Biblical injunction that we be as wise as serpents and as innocent as doves. Deace shows that we can be as savvy and effective as Clinton war room thugs without adopting their amoral tactics.




    Having just turned 40, Steve is in a better position than some of us to understand what’s going on with the younger generations. He understands that the culture is influencing politics more than politics is influencing culture and he has tailored his ideas accordingly. He understands that it is difficult to persuade people of ideas that at are at odds with their own worldview and so recommends that we develop long-term strategies to make significant inroads into the culture, the public schools and universities. But he also recognizes that worldview evangelism is a long-term proposition—that it’s going to take years to reverse these trends that have been years in the making. Obviously, we can’t afford to wait for years to start winning elections. We must begin to do this immediately.




    How do we do that? Deace points out that Obama won young voters, even though they’ve been the group hardest hit by his policies—they’ll bear the brunt of this debilitating debt he’s created. But we aren’t succeeding in winning them over by broad appeals to values, like Judeo-Christian morality and limited government, because these ideas don’t resonate with them, given their education and background. Instead of wooing them with abstract values, we need to offer them concrete solutions. “When someone’s self-interest is at stake, solutions trump values every time.” We need to show them how our policies will make their lives better—directly. And we’re not making that case.




    But before we can successfully present proposed solutions for our many problems we have to overcome another daunting obstacle. The Republican Party is the existing vehicle for advancing a conservative agenda and its platform is based on traditional values and ideas that have made America unique. But at this point, the powerbrokers of the Republican Party often stand in the way of conservative ideas, rather than promoting them.




    The Republican Party establishment has shown great resistance to grassroots conservatives and to conservative leaders who refuse to place their allegiance to party above their conservative principles. Deace has dubbed the Republican ruling class “Republicrats,” which he says, aren’t much different from Democrats. They pretend to be conservatives by paying lip service to conservative principles. But they are even worse than so-called RINOs (Republicans in name only), because at least RINOs openly campaign and govern from the middle-left. Republicrats are sneakier because they campaign as conservatives, but then proceed to govern from the middle-left. Indeed, they devote more energy and resources to fighting grassroots conservatives and the tea party than they do in opposing Democrats. “Instead of being excited by an energized base,” he says, they [are] threatened by it.”




    Deace says that in order to understand why the nation continues to be governed from the left despite the majority of Americans leaning to the right, we must understand that there are three primary languages used in contemporary American politics. People either speak in plain English, politically correct speech, or in a technocratic dialect—the latter being the vernacular of the “Republicrat ruling class.” This dialect, argues, Deace, is used to fool conservatives into supporting establishment Republican candidates who are anything but conservative. Deace identifies ten phrases most often used by Republicrats to pull off this linguistic deception and tells us how to recognize it for what it is.




    Deace is correct about the Republican establishment’s resistance to the conservative agenda. The establishment wing of the Republican Party tells us we have to avoid an impasse with President Obama and his Democratic congress at every turn, because, for example, if the government shuts down as a result of this impasse, no matter how much it may be the Democrats’ fault, the Republicans will be blamed for it. We’re told we have to surrender short of shutting the government down, even if it means piling on the national debt, continuing to ignore entitlements, increasing taxes, and gutting the military.




    The GOP establishment almost always ends up capitulating, more or less, to the Obama liberals, arguing that we’re impotent until we win the next election. “It’s simply the best we can do for now and we must keep our powder dry for the next election. If we fight too hard, we’ll look like extremists and lose the next election.” For them, it’s always about the next election. And we continue to lose every such “next election” by following their fecklessness. In the meantime, for good measure, the establishment demonizes and vilifies those bold patriots like Sen. Ted Cruz and Sen. Mike Lee, who insist on standing up to Obama in the here and now and not waiting for the mythical panacea of the “next election.”




    Deace offers concrete and effective ideas for nominating and electing principled conservative Republicans over the opposition of both establishment Republicans and Democrats. He does not recommend cashiering the Republican Party in favor of a third party, but taking back the party from within, then using it—as it was intended—to advance the ideas of its base, which is decidedly conservative. The answer is not to acquiesce in the Republican Party’s movement to the left under the leadership of Republicrats who have contempt for the party’s very base, but to recapture it and turn it around.




    At some points in this book, Deace is very hard hitting against certain establishment politicians and political operatives and I don’t share his sometimes-harsh assessments in every case. But his specific ideas for recapturing the Republican Party for conservatism and for winning elections are thoughtful, and, I believe, immensely promising. It is about time that someone on our side, someone truly on our side who shares our convictions, presented us with a viable plan that has a real chance of making a difference in changing America’s political class for the better. Steve Deace has done just that, with this provocative, smart, bold, innovative and powerful book.


  




  

    INTRODUCTION




    They shoved another establishment hack down our throats in 2012, and we lost again. The names change—George Ford or Mitt McDole—but the results remain the same. Disaster for the Republican Party, but far more importantly, disaster for the country.




    Like many of you, I’m sadly not surprised, because the Republican Party has lost the popular vote in five of the last six elections. But that won’t deter the Republican Party establishment from trying to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory yet again … and again … and again. Losing is in these people’s DNA. They’ll try to blow 2014 before we even get to 2016. The only reason they didn’t blow 2010 is because the Tea Party, God bless ’em, dragged them kicking and screaming across the finish line.




    If we’re going to stop them from blowing more elections, and thus finishing off whatever is left of our beloved Constitutional republic, we’re going to need as many people as possible to read this book.




    See, the very same people that have shoved these “electable” losers down our throats for decades now have re-emerged from their beltway spider holes to tell us that Mitt Romney lost because he was—get this—too conservative.




    I know, I laughed out loud, too. Right before I realized the joke is really on us, our children, and our grandchildren—so this is really no laughing matter.




    Now these same losers are saying we have to abandon whatever shred of principled conservatism actually still exists within the Republican Party leadership in order to win.




    Yet we now know that is a pernicious lie.




    Romney did everything the cynical Karl Rove wing of the party says Republicans have to do to win. He abandoned his base when he said1 the grassroots uprising standing up for Chick-fil-a was “not a part of my campaign,” and he joined the liberal dog pile on Todd Akin. He played it safe and didn’t offer any major tax or entitlement reform ideas to avoid the fiscal cliff out of fear of being demagogued. He ran on platitudes and talked more about how bad President Obama is rather than what plans for the future he had. He even became the first Republican presidential nominee to ever run pro-child killing television ads,2 which aired in battleground states like Virginia, Ohio and Iowa (all of which Romney lost, by the way). Romney also won over key independents in several battleground states.




    And he still lost.




    If anything good can come from getting our butts kicked in 2012, it’s that we’ve finally been able to debunk several lies and clever myths of the Republican Party’s wretched ruling class:




    Lie and clever myth #1: Republicans lose elections because they’re too conservative so independents side with Democrats.




    TRUTH: Romney won independent voters3 in the crucial battleground states of Virginia and Ohio, two of the three states he had to win to win the presidency. In Florida, the other battleground state Romney had to have, he actually did 8 points better among independents than John McCain did in 2008. In Colorado4 Romney won independents by seven points, after McCain lost independents in Colorado by eight points in 2008. Translation—Romney did exactly what he had to do with independents and still lost. Reverse the outcome in Colorado, Florida, Ohio, and Virginia, and Romney is elected President of the United States.




    Lie and clever myth #2: Romney lost because of the GOP’s alleged “war on women” so that means we can’t be pro-life anymore.




    TRUTH: What the GOP really has is a diversity problem.5 White voters in every demographic—including women and young voters—voted for Romney. Let me repeat that: a majority of white voters regardless of age and gender voted Republican in the 2012 presidential election. Romney won white women by 14 points. A massive turnout of blacks and Latinos—the Democrat base—determined the election and gave Obama the support he needed to win. The Democrats won by doing a better job than the Republicans of turning out their base. Which leads me to my next point.




    Lie and clever myth #3: The Republicans energized their base, but it’s just shrinking so the party has to move left.




    TRUTH: Promises that a swing of 17 million Evangelicals that didn’t vote in 2008 would show up and swing the 2012 election in Romney’s favor never panned out6.[BDC1]




    The reality is 2.5 million fewer Evangelicals voted in 2012 than 2008. Fewer Catholics voted in 2012 than 2008 as well, despite the presence of two Catholic vice presidential candidates. 6.4 million Evangelicals actually voted for Obama. In the crucial battleground state of Ohio, Obama actually improved his white Evangelical turnout by 8% compared to 2008. I’m sure much of that is due to Obama’s bailout of the auto industry there (which didn’t stop Detroit from going bankrupt),7 but Romney running pro-child killing television ads probably didn’t endear him to pro-life voters. Romney also ran those pro-child killing television ads in Virginia, and CNN’s exit polls found the Evangelical turnout there declined by 7% compared to 2008.




    Yes, Romney did get the same hefty percentage of Evangelical voters that George W. Bush got in his victorious 2004 campaign, but the turnout wasn’t large enough. Apparently all the efforts to distort Romney’s far left record as governor of Massachusetts, and make him into some kind of conservative superhero at the same time he’s shunning his base and flip-flopping on their issues, didn’t pay off.




    Finally, get this: Romney even did worse among his fellow Mormons than George W. Bush did in 2004,8 if you can believe that.




    Romney lost the election in the end because his base wasn’t as energized as Obama’s was. All the so-called “skewed” polling that pointed to an Obama turnout of Democrats similar to 2008 turned out to be correct. If you count the 2.5 million fewer Evangelicals that voted compared to 2008, and the 6.4 million Evangelicals that voted for Obama, a future Republican nominee has almost 9 million potential new voters in 2016 if he actually reaches out to them credibly and consistently.




    Adding a plurality of those 9 million voters to Romney’s 2012 coalition would make the Republican nominee virtually unbeatable in 2016 or any other future election. But to accomplish that feat he or she will have to make them feel welcome in the party, and assure them that he or she shares their courage of conviction.




    But it’s not just Evangelicals that are tired of voting against Democrats rather than voting for Republicans. They are just one segment of the at least 6 million people9 that traditionally lean Republican and voted in 2008 but didn’t vote in 2012. Then there were those that didn’t stay home but cast a protest vote instead. Like the almost 45,000 liberty-loving Floridians that voted for Libertarian Party candidate Gary Johnson, and provided sixty percent of Obama’s 2012 margin for victory in that swing state. Then there’s the emerging Libertarian influence within the GOP cultivated by Ron and Rand Paul. These people are tired of voting for a lesser form of socialism under the Republican Party banner, and several of them I know were “Ron Paul or bust” voters in 2012. They never saw Romney as a true champion of limited government, so they didn’t vote for him.




    Persistent attempts in the future to sell these patriots on milquetoast, or to scare them into voting against dastardly Democrats, may result in those doing the selling being handsomely rewarded by the Republican ruling class. But it likely will result in more of them staying home and thus another Republican election loss.




    The real numbers show people are growing increasingly tired of being asked to cast votes they know they won’t be proud of later. As frustration with the status quo grows huge names like Sarah Palin are10 openly talking about the possibility of a third party, as is one of the biggest conservative websites in the country.11




    Modernization of the Republican Party is one thing, but moderation is another. Compromise is one thing, but capitulation is another.




    What we need to do is make a list of everyone in the alleged “conservative media” that peddles party establishment propaganda, or went on Fox News guaranteeing a Romney victory and told us how skewed all the mainstream media polls were (when in the last three presidential elections they’ve been exactly right),12 and resolve never to trust these false prophets again.




    Frankly, we should have known better than to trust them in the first place. During the past two primary cycles didn’t we watch many of these same people tell us Mike Huckabee was a Christian socialist, Ron Paul was a certifiable nut-case, Rick Santorum was a pro-life statist, and Newt Gingrich opposed the very Reagan Revolution he was a foot soldier in? Meanwhile, the establishment choice—Willard Romney—could tip-toe between the raindrops without getting wet.




    The people trashing and slandering non-establishment candidates in primaries are the very same people that tell conservatives we have to be team players (see that as stand for nothing). And yet they attack us like they would never attack liberals. Perhaps if Romney had gone after the president in the final two debates on Benghazi the way he went after Gingrich and Santorum in the primary, he wouldn’t have lost the election.




    But now it’s time to move forward.




    I recently spoke to a group of grassroots conservative activists at the Institute on the Constitution in Baltimore, and shared with them that I believe we are a movement in a generational transition. On one hand there is the Reagan generation, and my generation on the other.




    The Reagan generation sees how much freedom and liberty has been lost since Reagan, and are trying to do whatever they can to hold on to whatever is left before it’s completely lost. The hope is that if we hold on long enough and defeat Democrats with any (and by “any” we sadly mean “any”) Republican, we can create another perfect storm that gave rise to Reagan in the first place and it will be “morning in America” again.




    My generation doesn’t have that nostalgia for the Reagan era, because we were growing up and not really paying attention, or weren’t even born at all. Now that we are paying attention, we don’t see the country in the context of what has been lost but rather how much ground needs to be gained. We are not seeing this purely in the context of the next election cycle. We’re seeing this in a generational cycle, which is why we oppose compromises on important issues like life and the debt ceiling. We don’t really care what the ruling class and its brigade of hand-wringers masquerading as pundits and pollsters think, because we’re the ones that will pick up the long-term tab for the financial, moral, and spiritual brokenness of the country long after they’re six feet under.




    We’re looking at the next 40 years, not just the next four.




    Ironically, though we may not be a part of the Reagan generation, we have the same perspective Reagan had in 1976 when he said the Republican Party ought to stand for something other than becoming more like Democrats, and there should be no more “pale pastels” but “bold colors” instead.




    Eventually my generation is going to get its chance to lead because we have time on our side. Nobody lives forever. When we do get our chance to lead, and it may be sooner rather than later, we need to learn the lessons of recent failures lest we fail our children and grandchildren.




    This election provided plenty of hard lessons, but also a useful road map of how to win the future:




    1. The truth still sets us free.




    Yes, the mainstream media favors liberals, but just giving our yin to their yang doesn’t produce truth—it just produces another echo chamber. I couldn’t believe how many conservatives I know and trust who really thought Romney was going to win, and win convincingly, despite the fact several polling models with a 96% accuracy rate in the past two presidential elections said otherwise.13




    Our version of propaganda is no truer than their version of propaganda.




    I say this in love, but brothers and sisters, some of our brethren are dangerously close to becoming the magically thinking, virtual reality-living creatures we accuse the Democrat base of being. If we want to advance truth, we need to believe the truth ourselves—even when it’s inconvenient. And the truth is we are no longer the dominant view in the culture, and we have some work to do to change that.




    2. Hypocrisy doesn’t sell.




    Pollster Scott Rasmussen once told me the single most unpopular piece of legislation in recent American history was the (in my opinion criminal) TARP bailout of 2008. Yet we nominated a candidate who was for it in the next presidential election. Good luck going to Toledo and telling Ohioans making $15/hour who think their job was saved by the auto industry bailout that they didn’t deserve a government handout, but Merrill Lynch and Goldman Sachs did. Sometimes we just write the Democrats’ commercials for them.




    3. Cast a vision.




    After the Democrats lost an election in 2004 they probably shouldn’t have lost, the more principled-progressive wing of the party took over. The result was an anti-Bush liberal uprising in 2006 similar to the anti-Obama Tea Party uprising of 2010. Next, the new progressives defeated the more pragmatic Clintons head-to-head in a presidential primary. Obama ran for president promising his base he would move the ball down the field for them with their crown jewel legislation—Obamacare. He then went right back to that base in 2012 and worked the exact same get-out-the-vote model that worked in 2008.




    He embraced his base, even on social issues, both in the White House and at his convention. While we were scoffing at him for never moderating, Obama was energizing his base all along in preparation for a tough re-election. The progressives cast a vision that took more than one election cycle, followed it through, and won. They never detoured no matter what the facts were on the ground because they have a courage of their conviction that their vision is what’s best for the country. They wanted to win to govern. The Republican ruling class wants to govern to win. The Democrats want to run a country. The Republican ruling class wants to run a party.




    4. Stop demonizing our neighbors.




    We called Bill Clinton every name in the book and even impeached him, and that didn’t work. We called Obama every name in the book (some of them were even true), and all we did was help him to portray his failures as Bush’s fault and energize his base all the more. We called Sandra Fluke a “slut” and all we did was scare even more skittish advertisers away from conservative talk radio.




    Yes, there is a double standard here. You should see some of the Tweets I received after appearing on MSNBC, like when someone tweeted he hoped my daughters would get raped after I defended former U.S. Senate candidate Richard Mourdock. We watch homosexual activists glitter bomb conservatives and can only imagine what would happen if we returned such fire. It’s not fair, but it is what it is.




    I am as fiery as the next guy, and at times have not been able to hold my tongue, especially when it’s fun not to. But I’ve learned that while we don’t need to moderate our principles we do need to temper our approach. Ann Coulter-shrillness may sell books to the already-converted, but it’s losing the culture at-large. Yes, the entire Sandra Fluke controversy was a phony, liberal media meme devised to minimize the influence of Limbaugh, the Godfather of conservative media.




    But that proves my point.




    While we have focused on political results, the Left has focused on changing culture. Culture is the mouth of the river. Politics is what occurs downstream. We wait to battle them on the political level, but by then it’s too late because they have already coordinated their assets in media, pop culture, and technology to create the perception of a narrative. Whether it’s phony or not is irrelevant, because the media is the message. As Lenin once famously said, “Repeat a lie often enough and it becomes the truth.”




    As a result of surrendering culture to the Left, we no longer have a country that accepts many of our premises. Thus we have to go into—pardon the phrase—evangelism mode. That requires a relationship and trust, and it’s hard to build that rapport with people while demonizing them. Pardon the cliché, but we need happy warriors. As D.L. Moody once said, “When you’re winsome you win some.”




    Most of our neighbors we are angry with for voting the way they did don’t go to church. Most of them were taught things about this country in government (no longer public) schools that are contrary to this nation’s actual history. How should we expect them to vote given those circumstances? Nobody can rise above their own worldview. People can only act on that which they believe to be true. Since the 1960s we have surrendered academia and pop culture to statists and social Darwinists with nary a shot fired. What did we think would be the generational result of that abrogation?




    We’re not a silent majority anymore. We’re a dwindling plurality in clear and present danger of becoming a silenced minority. If you want your neighbors to vote differently, then we have to change their worldview.




    5. We need solutions–not just values.




    Obama won young voters again despite the fact they’re the group hardest hit by his policies. They will be saddled with all the debt we’re tacking on, and live in a more dangerous world in the long run with the emergence of the Arab Spring, the Muslim Brotherhood, and eventually a nuclear Iran.




    We are losing them by trying to win them over to values that make freedom possible—Judeo-Christian morality, personal responsibility, limited government, etc.—yet they have been educated in an environment that makes these values foreign to them. It only will get harder to win them over as they get older. For example, they have not been taught the Second Amendment is required for keeping individual freedom secure from government tyranny, but rather gun control as a means of stopping little children from being killed by gang violence or gun accidents.




    See, they’re not looking for values, they’re looking for solutions.




    For better or for worse, there is one Republican who has been attracting younger voters in the past two presidential primaries, and that was Ron Paul. Granted, some are young people whose only goal seems to be legalizing marijuana, but that’s also a lazy stereotype on the part of too many of my fellow conservatives.




    Many of them are critically-thinking young people who don’t understand why it’s their responsibility to pay for the lack of fiscal and moral discipline of their forefathers, and why they have to die in foreign lands nation-building when our nation is declining here. Dr. Paul offered them solutions to these problems and not just values. I don’t agree with all of Dr. Paul’s solutions, but I do think we could learn from his approach.




    Do we have a solution for these young voters to their problems? Furthermore, do we have solutions to the problems with healthcare and job creation that middle class voters think much more about than they do the deeper moral crisis in the country? Changing worldviews is a long-term goal, but in the short-term we can still win elections by coming up with real solutions to people’s problems as opposed to a general philosophical discussion around values.




    When someone’s self-interest is at stake, solutions trump values every time.




    Case in point: There are working class whites in Ohio who helped George W. Bush win the state twice and John Kasich get elected governor in 2010, but they went for Obama in 2012. They didn’t see him as a statist putting us on the road to being the next Greece. They saw Obama as the guy that saved daddy’s job at the Chrysler plant and thus kept food on the family’s table. Similarly, after the 2006 conflict with Israel that it instigated, Islamic terrorist organization Hezbollah started handing out cash to Lebanese14 families whose homes were destroyed by Israeli bombing.




    Again, solutions trump values when self-interest is at stake.




    6. We’re too white.




    African-Americans routinely vote with us on an issue like marriage, yet there is almost never any Republican Party follow-up with them after they do. Romney did worse with Latinos than John McCain did in 2008. The reality is the country is becoming less white, so we’re going to have to come up with ways to apply our principles to the needs of non-whites like never before.




    It doesn’t mean we have to pander to them or try to out amnesty the Democrats, because that will just result in the loss of more liberty and the further erosion of the conservative base (which, frankly, the GOP establishment might want), but it means we may need to take a more measured approach on some hot-button issues.




    For example, how can we demand that minorities stop seeing government as their primary vehicle to access the American dream when Republicans in the corporate class do it all the time? To ask African-Americans to totally abandon programs like affirmative-action, and Latinos to look the other way while we mass deport some of their family members and friends is unrealistic when we allow Republicrats to get away with using government for their purposes all the time.




    I’ve said it before but I’ll say it again: sometimes it’s like we’re writing the Democrats’ campaign commercials for them.




    Look at Texas,15 one of the most Republican and conservative states in the country. About 38% of the state’s population is Latino, so how are conservatives making gains in a state with such a huge Latino population, and can it be modeled nationally? No one would accuse Texas of being a moderate state—far from it. Most of us consider it conservative Valhalla, so why not follow its lead?




    7. Pro-lifers need a plan for ultimate victory.




    Please stop quoting polls telling me the country is more pro-life than ever before. When Richard Mourdock loses a U.S. Senate seat in a very Republican state for saying that all life, regardless of how it’s conceived, is a gift from God and deserves to be protected, then that means we need to be honest with ourselves and stop believing our own fundraising propaganda.




    Pro-lifers are the largest and most loyal voting bloc the GOP has, yet we have almost nothing to show for it except the carcass of Todd Akin abandoned on the side of the road by the GOP establishment. Akin is not a victim of his own mangled remarks voters held him accountable for. But we were victimized by a party establishment who decided three months before the election they’d rather have Harry Reid as Majority Leader than a good man with a 96% American Conservative Union rating in the house, because there was no way to win the majority in the U.S. Senate in 2012 without winning Akin’s race. There was plenty of time to rehabilitate Akin in a very Republican state, but the ruling class piled on him instead.




    I was born to a 15-year old mom. I have members of my own family who were conceived via those so-called “exceptions” (rape, incest, life of the mother, fetal abnormality, etc.) that too many Republican Party politicians think are therefore okay to kill. If 40 years after Roe v. Wade the culture doesn’t believe my own family line conceived in the horrific and traumatic circumstances pro-life pretenders call “exceptions” has the right to live, then we have lost the most crucial moral debate of this age and need to completely re-evaluate what we’re doing and why we’re doing it.16




    Yet despite all of this, I remain optimistic.




    God is still on the throne. My Savior lives. More and more patriots are waking up. This is still the greatest nation on earth. Providence has allowed us to live in a nation where we can at least somewhat control our own destiny. And liberty can flourish again if we have the same courage of conviction demonstrated by past generations that gave us the freedom we currently enjoy.




    They that have ears to hear, let them hear.




    While we’re not out of time yet, like many of you the Left accuses of bitterly clinging to your guns and your Bibles, I believe the clock is ticking on these United States of America.




    We cannot sustain this moral, financial, and spiritual bankruptcy much longer. Each day I do my radio program in acknowledgement of that inconvenient truth. That sense of urgency, amplified by the fact I am also one of the youngest nationally-syndicated talk show hosts and raising small children at home, is what makes our show sound a little different than most others.




    See, I’m broadcasting out of a need greater and an instinct more basic than generating ratings, becoming wealthy, or even doing my part to win elections. Not that there is anything necessarily wrong with any of those things, or that I’m not motivated at least somewhat by them as well. I am human and an American after all, and also male, which means I’m competitive. But those motivations pale in comparison to my prime directive—leaving behind a better future for my children and grandchildren.




    It’s also why I am not shy about discussing on the airwaves the integral role faith played in founding this constitutional republic (as well as my own worldview), and the fact that without returning to that faithful foundation we have no future. At the start of my program each day we summarize our priorities this way: fear God, tell the truth, and (then) make money.




    I am one of the first grassroots, everyday American patriots from the emerging and more, shall we say, confrontational Right to be granted a platform of this magnitude. Most of the other well-meaning, successful, and talented folks in my industry come from an era when the differences between the two political parties were quite stark in the minds of most and it was clearly “us” (Republicans) vs. “them” (Democrats). Now the “us” vs. “them” has completely changed. It’s no longer Republicans vs. Democrats like it used to be. It’s now the ruling class in both political parties vs. the American people.




    I come from a generation that has witnessed a murky blurring of the lines, so I am not afflicted with any nostalgic myopia. This emerging, more confrontational Right is about driving issues first, not personalities or political parties. We don’t believe there’s any more time left for partisan games or kicking the can down the road. Either we will commit to the right course of action and courage of conviction that will preserve this republic or we won’t.




    It’s just that simple.




    Like many of you, I want to win the future for my children and grandchildren, and I don’t define winning as losing a little slower.




    To win we first need to know what we’re up against. Like the “Two Towers” in the Lord of the Rings trilogy that perpetuate evil in Middle Earth, the American Left is propped up by four pillars:




    The child-killing industry: Abortion is the oldest and most lucrative revenue stream to the American Left. On average, about 4,000 babies are killed via abortion in America each day, and the average cost is about $500 per kill. That’s $2 million dollars per day, and if you multiply that by 365 days a year you come up with a $730 million annual industry that produces a lot of potential Democratic Party donations from Planned Parenthood, the leading child-killer in the country.




    Now you know why Democrats will sell-out racial and ethnic minorities as well as UAW or Teamster’s workers they claim to represent, but never sell-out the child killers. There’s gold in them dismembered babies.




    Without access to the money produced by the child-killing industry, the American Left disintegrates. Especially when you realize that an organization like Planned Parenthood, in addition to being the largest child killer in our nation, is also a mechanism to divert millions of dollars to its political arm—the Planned Parenthood Action Fund—that is nothing less than a shill for liberal Democrat candidates and legislation.




    The homosexual lobby: Although not as vast as the child-killing industry, through moguls like Tim Gill and David Geffen the homosexual lobby has become one of the biggest revenue streams for the American Left. Leftist cultural enclaves like Hollywood that are the most hostile to any form of Judeo-Christian moral tradition have embraced lifestyles healthier civilizations have traditionally referred to as immoral and discouraged. However, with the help of Hollywood liberals controlling most of the messages conveyed in pop culture nowadays, they are working hand-in-hand with one another to soften the American people’s resolve to accept homosexuality as normal despite losing 89% of the referendums on the definition of marriage. In the press coverage of the 2012 presidential election, it was reported that one in six Democrat fundraising “bundlers” was homosexual.




    Government Education: The government schools K-12, and on into college, have essentially become the youth ministry for secular progressives. It is here, with the aid of pop culture, that they have established their feeder system to replenish their ranks every generation. As the long-time former attorney for the National Education Association admitted at his retirement party in 2009,17 “NEA and its affiliates have been singled out because they are the nation’s leading advocates for the type of liberal economic and social agenda (conservatives) find unacceptable.” Some, like David Horowitz and my friend E. Ray Moore, have been sounding the clarion call to confront this for many years. But sadly it’s fallen mainly on deaf ears within the majority of the conservative movement. I know one major Evangelical author and speaker who had a book manuscript rejected by one of the biggest organizations in the conservative movement, because in it he confronted the Leftist indoctrination in our schools.




    Government Sector Employee Unions: This is the mobocracy the American Left uses to intimidate Republicans into caving into more big government, and groups like AFSCME provide the worker bees/ground troops for the Left’s army in the culture war. They are the most dedicated foot soldiers they have, and why wouldn’t they be? If your livelihood depended solely on the continued growth of government, you would be as well. Look at what the Left has delivered for them in states like California and Michigan.18




    Education bureaucrats in Detroit don’t have to worry about losing their jobs despite the fact only 7% of the city’s 8th graders are reading proficient. That’s right. I said 7%. As in a 93% failure rate. In 2009 the Detroit school district had the lowest scores ever recorded on the national math proficiency test. If you produced those kinds of results in your industry wouldn’t you expect to be fired? By the way, according to the New York Times,19 95% of Detroit school kids are black. So it’s obvious the Democrats have delivered on their promises to help the minority community. Or not.




    Then there’s California, whose 245,000 government employees is easily the most in the nation. Those workers are paid an average annual salary of $60,317, plus a rather generous benefits package. In 2011 California taxpayers shelled out $963 million in overtime pay to state employees, which was more than the next seven states on the list combined. These are just some of the reasons why the average California state employee makes 30% more than the same job pays in the private sector.




    There is no way to preserve freedom, liberty, and prosperity for future generations without confronting these four pillars of the welfare state. It’s been a long time since conservatives, let alone Republicans, have truly threatened the Left’s power base. Governor Scott Walker in Wisconsin has successfully taken on the government sector employee unions in his state, and may be the only Republican I can think of to successfully dismantle one of these four pillars. Some estimates are reporting AFSCME in Wisconsin has lost at least 40,000 members since Walker ended mandatory union dues.




    Now you know why they have fought so hard to get rid of him. You know the difference between someone like Walker and someone like New Jersey Governor Chris Christie, who National Review admitted wasn’t a conservative no matter how many times Ann Coulter tried to convince us otherwise.20 Look at the way the Left has reacted to Walker, throwing everything but the kitchen sink at him.




    On the other hand, while Christie shows some bravado at his town halls you don’t see the Left trying to get rid of and intimidate him the way they are Walker. In fact, Christie played a pivotal role in aiding Obama’s re-election.21 Walker is really fighting these people, while Christie is just shadowboxing.




    At the time this book was being written, Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal was attempting to duplicate Walker’s leadership by dismantling the government education pillar in his state. Walker and Jindal are real examples of the type of leadership necessary for victory, as opposed to just slowing the rate of liberal growth most Republicans (and sadly even most conservatives) aspire to.




    The anti-Constitutional monstrosity known as Obamacare will be a massive boon to government sector employee unions. Yet while you had some principled Republicans like U.S. Senators Ted Cruz and Mike Lee leading a movement to defund it once and for all, they were opposed by posers—and their ruling class human shields disguised as commentators on Fox News—who just wanted more empty and worthless votes to repeal it instead.




    Republicans have voted more than 40 times to repeal Obamacare, knowing it would go nowhere since Obama is obviously not going to repeal his own signature bill. See, that’s low-lying fruit. They believe you’re so stupid that they can tell you they voted to repeal it, you’ll be satisfied, and then they’ll be off the hook for allowing its implementation. That’s why the Republican majority in the House of Representatives, where the Constitution says all appropriations begin, have to defund Obamacare. It’s the only way to stop it. It’s not a tactic. It’s a duty. But that’s hard and might offend the ruling elite and liberal media.




    So they’d rather just allow the biggest promotion of abortion—an unprecedented threat to religious liberty (just ask Hobby Lobby) and a bill that will raise health insurance premium rates by more than 30% according to the Associated Press22—take effect instead. After all, it’s not like the ruling class needs to worry. They can just exempt themselves from some of Obamacare’s more punitive provisions if they need to.23




    In a war, you cannot claim victory as long as the enemy’s infrastructure is still in place. Winning happens when you’ve dismantled your opponent’s infrastructure and forced them to unconditionally surrender. Walker has done that in Wisconsin, and Jindal undertook the same in Louisiana. Senators like Cruz and Lee are trying to do the same in Washington, D.C. Sadly, they are the precious few examples to cite.




    When we get leaders like this, we need to do everything we can to encourage and assist them. We desperately need more leaders like them. I believe if you read and follow the 10 Commandments in this book, you will help these leaders finish the job they started, and help us generate more leaders willing to be as bold.
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