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Dünyanın yeni insanlarına adanmış.
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Bölüm 1 - Part 1
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Preface: This book is extremely personal to me. I wanted to publish a complete turkish work for a long time, but I couldn’t – because though my heart was ready, my brain wasn’t - that is, my soul wasn’t yet saturated with the language well enough to produce an entire book. Finally I can.

Bu kitap benim için çok önemli. Neden biliyor musun? Çünkü uzun yıllardır Türkçe bir kitap yazmak istedim - ama yapamadim - çünkü Türkçe bilmiyordum yeterince. Sonunda yapabilirim!

Most of the 100 poems of this book were adapted from various parts of my mainstream work. However, for this bilingual edition, I'll consider the turkish as the original, and readapt them into english, barely resorting to the actual original. Because, just like a lot can be lost in translation, a lot can be found in translation - particularly if the translation is done by the author themselves. Thus I give you 37 new sonnets here.

Note that, apart from a few references to the actual original source, all the adaptations here are labeled either “Adapted” or “Inspired”. “Adapted” means, it’s kinda translated from the turkish – and “Inspired” means, it’s not a translation, but a new sonnet, inspired by the feeling of the turkish.

1.

Önce kalp,

Sonra kıyafet.

Önce masumiyet,

Sonra cumhuriyet.

Önce dostluk,

Sonra dualar.

Önce insanlık,

Sonra inançlar.

Önce vicdan,

Sonra vatan.

Önce barış,

Sonra bayrak.

Herşeyden önce insanız biz,

Ve tüm dünya bizim ailemiz.

1. Adapted

Attachment matters,

Apparel expendable.

Rejuvenation matters,

Republic expendable.

Passion matters,

Prayers expendable.

Friendship matters,

Faith expendable.

World comes first,

Nationality expendable.

Coexistence matters,

Tradition expendable.

Our first identity is human,

All others are expendable.

The world is our family,

All hindrance is expendable.
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Bölüm 2 - Part 2
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2.

––––––––
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Senin ilerlemen için ben aşık oldum,

Senin hakların için ben savaşçı oldum.

Sorma artık canım benim ben kimim -

Gözlerimin içine bak, senin yansıman oldum.

Bizim dünyamız yeni bir dünya,

Bu dünyanın ruhu, vicdan.

Vicdan yoksa hepimiz canavariz,

Vicdanlı yürü ey cesur insan.

Aşktan başka din yoktur,

İnsanlıktan başka milliyet yok.

İnsan hayatı bir merhamet hikayesidir,

Merhamet yoksa hayat da yok.

Birbirimizin kahramanıyız biz, korkuyorsun neden!

Korkunu yakarak yoluna devam et, ey cesur insan!

2. Inspired

Sonnet 1601

In your light I lost my head,

In your rights I lost my self.

Ask me not dear, who the hell am I,

This lover of yours is beyond help!

Ours is a brave new world,

Love is the bedrock of us all.

Love's light pours conscience,

In love's absence it's a jungle.

Conscience is the master sense,

Unlocked by the key of love.
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