
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


Disclaimer of Legal Responsibility

There is nothing in front of the reader that is an attack on any religion, race, or group of people. It’s not a work of fiction; it's a record and analysis based on real historical events and reliable evidence. We are not trying to insult Judaism or any other religion, people, or ethnic group by talking about events, numbers, and policies.

The story that follows is a harsh look at colonial policies and political and military practices, which are not the same as the core of divine religions and their messages.We assert that all individuals are entitled to dignity, justice, and peace, and that anti-Semitism, akin to all manifestations of hatred and racism, contradicts these tenets.

In this work, we want to give an objective view of history and the present in a way that respects both reason and humanity. We will not make generalizations or call for violence, and we will be guided by a strong commitment to fairness and justice.
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Dedication
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To the souls of the Palestinian children whose childhoods were taken from them before they even realized what life was about...

To Mohammed al-Durra, who shook in his father's arms, thinking they were an invincible protection until bullets struck innocence itself.

To Iman Hajo, the baby who couldn't talk yet, but whose blood would always be a witness, crying out against the world's silence.

To Ali Dawabsheh, whose small body was burned to death, leaving behind the smell of fire as a mark on the consciousness of all people.

To the thousands of kids who went to bed with the simplest dreams—a toy, a school, or their mother's arms around them—only to wake up in white sheets.

This book is for you, small ones who left without ever knowing why children are slain in Palestine or what geography or politics signify.

I dedicate it to your weak bodies, which became monuments to a violence that words can't describe.

I am an Arab who has never been to Palestine, yet I carry it in my blood like a woman carries her unborn child. For years, I have been unable to breathe because of guilt. Your spilled blood, Mom's tears, and the daily assault on my homeland were beyond my control.

I didn't want to write this book; it was a cry for help, an attempt to wipe away some of this hopelessness and shout to the world that we are here.

We haven't forgotten. We won't be quiet.

This book is not just for history; it's also for hearts. I wrote this so that my kids, your kids, and every child who comes after them would realize that Palestine is not just a headline; it is the tale of a people who were killed for a century just for wanting to live with dignity. I also composed it so that people who aren't Arab might understand: this fight isn't about missiles or borders; it's about stealing children's lives right in front of the world.

The Writer, September 12, 2025
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First, we need to look at Palestine in 1850 for a moment. This will help the reader understand what is going on.Here is a picture of life in Palestine around the middle of the 1800s, based on reliable sources like Ottoman land registry records (tapus), reports from European consuls, and the writings of travelers and historians like A.S. Marmardji, Conder, Granot, and Beshara Doumani.

Context of Politics and Administration

The Sublime Porte in Istanbul had direct control over Palestine in the middle of the 1800s.

By 1850, Palestine was an Arab country with a population that was mostly rural and traditional. It was also politically linked to the Ottoman Empire.The religious makeup of the area was a reflection of its long history: most of the people were Arab Muslims of Semitic descent, and there were two main minorities: Arab Christians and Jews (mostly Sephardic), who mostly lived in the holy cities.The Ottoman Empire didn't have full control over the whole country, so local leaders and clans had a lot of power to run things on a day-to-day basis.But this was about to change, as Ottoman reforms sped up and European influence, along with organized waves of Jewish immigration, started to change the landscape in the years to come.

This picture shows a society that is both religiously and ethnically diverse, with a Muslim Arab majority living under a central Ottoman government. This was a time when administrative reforms were starting to take shape that would change the region in the second half of the nineteenth century.

Now, let's look at the story and the method that will lead us to 2025.We will condense some events and times as we go along to keep from getting lost in the details of this complicated story. 

The purpose of this book is to give a complete picture of what Palestine used to be like and how it changed into what we know today.

Since the beginning of the 20th century, Palestine has been the site of a conflict that is much more complicated than a regional fight over a small piece of land.It has become one of the most lasting and important wars in modern history.

This conflict has three parts: the demographic (who owns the land and lives on it?), the political (who has legitimacy and sovereignty?), and the religious-cultural (the land is sacred in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam).

Palestine has changed a lot between 1910 and 2025. It went from being an Ottoman province to being under the British Mandate. It went from being a unified Arab farming society to a contested area shaped by organized Jewish immigration. It went from the Nakba of 1948 to the Naksa of 1967 and the full-scale occupation that followed. It went from a Palestinian national liberation movement to two popular uprisings, followed by political and geographic division. And now, it is marked by increasing settlement expansion, the blockade of Gaza, rising confrontations, and a brutal war against an unarmed population that is said to be the most devastating in human history.The most recent advisory opinion from the International Court of Justice said that the occupation was illegal.

This first chapter aims to give the reader a broad historical, demographic, and political picture of Palestine, from the river to the sea, over the course of more than a hundred years, using data, tables, and references.

The Historical and Intellectual Roots of the Conflict

the Late Ottoman Period in Palestine

In 1910, Palestine was part of the Ottoman Empire. It included the areas of Jerusalem and Nablus. There were about 700,000 people who lived there. About 85% of the people were Arab Muslims and Christians, about 10% were long-established Jewish communities that had been living in the area for centuries, and the other 5% were from other groups. Palestine was part of Greater Syria (Bilad al-Sham) before World War I. It didn't have its own political borders like it does now. Before World War I, Palestinian society consisted of bustling coastal cities such as Haifa and Jaffa, agricultural villages in the countryside, and an educated elite residing in Jerusalem and Nablus.

––––––––
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The Rise of the Zionist Movement

Jewish nationalist movements started to grow in Central and Eastern Europe in the late 1800s. The main reason for these movements was to fight against anti-Semitism and persecution. In 1897, Theodor Herzl led the First Zionist Congress in Basel. The congress's goal was to make Palestine a national home for Jews. The Jewish National Fund and other banks were set up to get money and buy land in Palestine.

Countries fighting over Palestine

Britain thought that Palestine was very important for keeping the way to India and the Suez Canal safe. France talked a lot about how it had protected Christian interests in the Holy Land for a long time. As the years went by before World War I, the Ottoman Empire's power was fading, and it was having trouble dealing with these growing pressures.

The Balfour Declaration (1917)

The Balfour Declaration, which promised to help create a "national home for the Jewish people" in Palestine, was released by Britain on November 2, 1917. This was a big change. Later, the declaration was used as a legal and political reason to make it easier and more common for Jews to move to the United States. Palestinians, on the other hand, saw it as a betrayal of their historical rights and a clear break from Britain's earlier promises to the Arabs.

The Conflict's Mental Side

Most of the people in Palestine were Palestinian Arabs, who were the ancestors of the people who lived there. The Zionist movement thought of Palestine as the "Land of Israel" that the Bible promised. So, from the start, the war was not just about armies and land; it was also about stories, identity, and legitimacy.

––––––––

[image: ]


The Balfour Declaration to the Nakba (1910–1948)

The World Stage and the Zionist Vision

By the end of the 1800s, the Zionist movement had reached both Western and Eastern Europe. Waves of anti-Jewish hatred and the idea of "returning to the Promised Land" drove it. The First Zionist Congress in Basel (1897), led by Theodor Herzl, made it clear that the goal was to make Palestine a Jewish national home. This was not just a religious goal; it was a modern colonial project based on three main ideas:

Organized migration: moving Jews from Europe to Palestine.

Getting land: buying land from groups like the Jewish National Fund.

Early state-building: getting political and military groups, such as the Jewish Agency and the Haganah, ready for a future state.

––––––––
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The Ottoman Empire's Palestine and the Miri Lands

Land) Tenure System (

Palestine was a unified farming society under Ottoman rule, with land as the basis of life.But most of the land was miri, which means it belonged to the state and was rented out to peasants to farm in exchange for taxes.This legal system tied the Palestinian farmer to his land through work, not ownership.At the same time, a few absentee landlords held on to a lot of title deeds. Some of these landlords lived in Lebanon and Syria.
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