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			“As the father of Navy SEAL Ty Woods, who died while defending the U.S. compounds in Benghazi on September 11, 2012, I highly recommend this book.”

			— Charles Woods

			 

			“Benghazi will go down as the greatest government cover-up in history - bigger than the Pentagon Papers, Iran-Contra, and Watergate. Ken Timmerman’s investigation exposes the dark underbelly of this scandal.”

			— Senator Jim Inhofe (R, OK)

			 

			“Ken Timmerman’s suberbly researched Dark Forces is a brilliant expose of what actually happened in Benghazi…”

			— Colonel Richard F. (“Dic”) Brauer Jr., USAF (Ret.); founder, Special Operations Speaks

			 

			“Ken Timmerman provides new intelligence on who was behind the attack on the Benghazi Special Mission Compound, as well as why the massive cover-up by the Obama Administration.”

			— James A. Lyons, Jr., Admiral, USN (Ret.), 
President and CEO LION Associates, LLC, member of the 

			Citizens Commission on Benghazi

			 

			“This book is an excellent read. In fascinating detail, 
it explores avenues and answers questions that have not previously been pursued.”

			— Lieutenant Colonel Dennis B. Haney, USAF (Ret.), Special Operations Speaks
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			This book is dedicated to those who remain innocent:

			 

			“And ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free.”

			 

			- John 8:32, KJV

		


		
			 

			“Once you eliminate the impossible, whatever remains, no matter how improbable, must be the truth.”

			- Arthur Conan Doyle
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			INTRODUCTION

			 

			 

			 

			As news of the September 11, 2012 attacks in Benghazi reached the United States, Hillary Clinton’s State Department went into overdrive.

			But contrary to the story we’ve been told, they weren’t pulling out all the stops to rescue the diplomats, intelligence officers, and security staff holed up in the “secret” CIA Annex after the storming and burning of our diplomatic compound. Instead, they were doing their best to shut down a rescue effort – to get the gung-ho pilots and special operations troops to step down from their aircraft – and to put out a cover story many Americans now believe was cooked well before the attacks even began.

			It was all because of an “inflammatory” video on the 
Internet. Benghazi was a protest gone wild that had been provoked by “hateful” right-wing Christians in America who wanted to insult Muslims. After Hillary Clinton phoned President Obama at about 10 PM that night, here is the statement issued in her name by the State Department. 

			 

			“Some have sought to justify this vicious behavior as a response to inflammatory material posted on the Internet. The United States deplores any intentional effort to denigrate the religious beliefs of others. Our commitment to religious tolerance goes back to the very beginning of our nation. But let me be clear: There is never any justification for violent acts of this kind.”

			The news media rushed to fill in the blanks, spoon fed by their sources at the State Department, the White House, and the Department of Justice. By the next morning, Americans woke up to scenes from the “hateful” video they were told unequivocally had “caused” the death of Ambassador Chris Stevens, communications officer Sean Smith, and two as yet-unnamed CIA security contractors.

			In Bakersfield, California, Cindy Lee Garcia, one of the actresses in the YouTube video, Innocence of Muslims, woke up to see her face all over the morning television shows, being blamed by the president of the United States for the murder of four fellow citizens.

			She started trembling uncontrollably as she drank her coffee. She couldn’t believe what she was seeing. She vaguely recalled the bit-acting part she had taken some fifteen months earlier, but it didn’t have anything to do with Muslims or Islam. Here she was being accused of slandering the religion of more than a billion people. That isn’t me! she wanted to scream at the TV. I am a pastor, a grandmother, a patriotic American! I would never do anything like this!

			This is Cindy Lee Garcia’s story. For the first time, she gives the full, inside account of the making of Innocence of Muslims, which she had been told was an adventure film called Desert Warrior.

			Through her eyes we will experience the universe of hate unleashed by the movie, including a dramatic attempt on her life while she was staying at a New York hotel in between national television appearances. We will examine how the president of the United States and his secretary of state actively promoted the video throughout the Muslim world with the help of witting members of the news media. Without this massive assist from Hillary and Obama, no one would have paid any attention to the “hateful” video. 

			Like the Fast and Furious scandal in the early days of the Obama administration, the Benghazi Deception was a provocation whose ultimate goal was to advance a political agenda and deflect attention from the very real secrets of Benghazi.

			But Mrs. Clinton knew the truth, even as she was blaming the video. At 4:06 PM, an operations alert went out across the State Department. “Mission under attack, armed men, shots fired, explosions heard,” it said. It made no mention of a video or a protest.

			As the afternoon wore on, reports flooded in about the attackers. Just two hours before Mrs. Clinton issued her statement, she spoke with deputy chief of mission Greg Hicks in Tripoli, who was preparing to evacuate the Tripoli embassy because of intelligence reports that terrorists were preparing to attack there as well. Hicks never mentioned a protest, nor did Ambassador Stevens when the two spoke briefly before he died. 

			Just one hour after Mrs. Clinton issued her statement she exchanged messages with her daughter via her private email server. Her daughter used the pseudonym “Diane Reynolds” to make it more difficult for a Freedom of Information search to find their correspondence. “Two of our officers were killed in Benghazi by an Al Qaeda-like group,” Mrs. Clinton wrote. To her family, she told the truth. To the American people, she flat-out lied.

			Later that same evening, she had a conversation with the president of Libya. “Ansar al-Sharia is claiming responsibility” for the Benghazi attacks, she said. The following day, she had a conversation with the Egyptian prime minister. “We know the attack in Libya had nothing to do with the film. It was a planned attack, not a protest.”

			Hillary Clinton knew the truth. The State Department knew the truth. The CIA and the White House knew the truth. And yet, Mrs. Clinton led the charge is spreading a baseless lie, blaming the attacks on a YouTube video that no one had seen. 

			 

			+++

			 

			Like most Americans, Cindy Lee Garcia knew nothing about Islam or the beliefs of the people who started calling and emailing her the day after the Benghazi attacks, threatening to kill her and rape her children. She had never heard of a “fatwa” until an Egyptian cleric issued one against her, inviting good Muslims to murder her. But once she learned the truth, she was determined to expose how it was exploited by those who were promoting Innocence of Muslims, turning a 14-minute YouTube video into a killing machine and a convenient cover for their failed policies.

			In preparing this book, I spoke at length with the filmmaker, Egyptian-American Nakoula Basseley Nakoula, who has never before told the story of how he became the first victim of Islamic blasphemy laws in the United States. I will reveal how federal prosecutors broke the law by releasing sealed documents to the media, endangering his life by exposing him as a federal informant. 

			I also conducted extensive interviews with Cindy’s legal team, who shared never-before seen documents that reveal the extent to which Internet giant Google became an accomplice of the U.S. government in keeping Innocence of Muslims online. Google threw every legal trick in the book against Cindy and her legal team, who fought a David versus Goliath battle to get Google to take down the video. Cindy’s historic court case against Google will be studied by legal scholars for years to come for its impact on the First Amendment and on copyright laws in the post-Gutenberg Internet era.

			Finally, thanks to new information obtained by the Benghazi Select Committee and by Judicial Watch, I have been able to expose the role that Clinton consigliore Sidney Blumenthal played in promoting the false narrative of the YouTube video, where he was helped by a former CIA operative who was a known intelligence fabricator.

			This is the story of an ugly lie, a dangerous lie that cost the lives of four Americans and only narrowly averted taking the lives of countless others. It is also the story of a well-orchestrated cover-up, aimed at diverting the attention of the media, the voting public, and Congress from the gun-running and secret intelligence operations in Benghazi, operations that went badly awry.

			This is a story that Hillary Clinton doesn’t want you to read.

		


		
			CHAPTER 1

			SHATTERED LIVES

			Acting had been a form of therapy for her, a new life after decades of struggling to make ends meet. Sexually abused as a child, Cindy had descended into a hell of drugs and violence as a teenager and young adult, only pulling out of it when she came to know the Lord at the age of 26. Life had not treated her gently, but the Lord was good. Even when her husband fell from a narrow filtration tower at the Pastoria Power Plant in 2009 and was nearly killed, the Lord had shown his hand, nudging her to begin an acting career.

			But never in her wildest dreams had she ever thought it would come to this. There she was, as clear as day, and she was being blamed by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and President Obama and everyone in the news media for the deaths of the U.S. ambassador in Libya and three other Americans because she was a hater and religious bigot. 

			When they rolled tape from the “hateful” video, as it was being called, her face flashed across the screen, saying words that were unfamiliar to her.

			“Is your Mohammad a child molester?” the woman’s voice said. Who is Mohammad? Cindy wondered. I never made a movie about someone named Mohammad.

			She tried to think back to the set in the summer of 2011, where she had played the mother of a young girl. In the film, her name was Om Roman. It was a short dramatic role, perfectly innocent, or so she had thought. The main character, she recalled, was named “Master George” – not Mohammad. The film was called Desert Warrior, not Innocence of Muslims. What was going on?

			Cindy was thankful that no one else was yet up in the house to see those horrible images of her and the hateful words the TV announcers and the president were saying about her. The President was talking about a 14-minute video that was being shown in Libya, and that had caused the deaths of Ambassador Christopher Stevens, communications officer Sean Smith, and U.S. Navy Seals Tyrone Woods and Glen Doherty in Benghazi. Her heart was pounding so much she could hardly breathe as she flipped the channels, and there it was again: the “hateful” video. That isn’t me, she wanted to scream. It can’t 
be!

			She couldn’t remember saying anything that would hurt others. She couldn’t remember using words that would anger anyone. But what exactly had she said?

			She found the binder where she kept the scripts from the parts she had played, along with monologues she’d been given during other auditions. She started tearing through it, searching for her part.

			There it was, or what was left of it: just three and a half pages of lines from one of the scenes she had been in. Instinctively, she started running the lines in her head.

			Her husband in the movie was named Kero. The scene started with Kero welcoming the main character, Master George, into their home, so he can marry their 13-year-old daughter. “Thank you, Master,” Kero says. “You bless me by coming into my humble home.”

			Master George replies: “You are a good man and a good follower of me, Kero. You will be a good father-in-law and you shall indeed have your place in God’s paradise.”

			“Praise be to God… Praise be to God,” Kero says.

			Cindy, playing Kero’s wife, joins the men at this point, bringing her daughter, Hillary, in from the playground where she has been on the swing. Om Roman takes her over to Master George and puts the girl’s hand in George’s hand. “Hillary, this is Master George. He is going to be your husband,” she says.

			And then she caught it: she hadn’t paid attention to it before, because it just seemed to be a stage prompt. The next lines read, “George looks at her with that look that only a man can give a woman as he rubs the back of her hand.”

			That’s odd, Cindy thought. What did that mean? Come to think of it, the whole atmosphere surrounding the making of the film was a bit strange. How could that scene get people so angry they would go out and murder Americans?

			She turned down the television and ran through the rest of the lines.

			Hillary, her daughter, is obviously upset. As Master George picks her up to carry the thirteen-year-old away, she looks over her shoulder at her mother and reaches out a hand. “She calls out, nearly in tears,” the stage directions read. “Mother, Mother, I’m hungry,” Hillary says.

			“It’s okay, Hillary. Everything will be alright,” Om Roman replies. But the stage directions tell a different story: “It is obvious she doesn’t believe her own words. A single tear runs down her cheek.”

			For Cindy Lee Garcia, on the morning of September 12, 2012, that’s as far as it went. She had scored a small part in a strange desert drama, and played in a scene about a husband and wife giving away their thirteen-year-old daughter to a much older man who obviously exercised some kind of power over them. Later, she would remember the filmmaker whispering to her on the set, telling her to say that the girl was just seven years old, and his director waving him away. “Don’t listen to him,” the director said. “Say thirteen. Say, ‘our daughter has not yet reached her thirteenth year.’” And that’s what she said. She remembered very well thinking how odd it was for someone to give away their daughter at such an age. 

			In the 14-minute trailer posted to YouTube, Master George was now called Mohammad. Someone apparently had dubbed their voices, and that is where the trouble began. For the scene she had just played was a re-enactment – and a remarkably faithful re-enactment, at that – of a famous moment in Islamic hagiography where the Prophet Mohammad marries the young girl, Aisha, who becomes the favorite of his many wives. In the YouTube version – Cindy’s version – Mohammad is being called a child molester. And that, of course, is one of the many things in the video that angered Muslims.

			 

			+++

			 

			The telephone started ringing, only adding to Cindy’s confusion. All the calls were from journalists, and they all said more or less the same thing. Are you the Cindy Garcia who was in the film Innocence of Muslims? CNN called first, she thinks, then NBC, and virtually every local station in her area. She also got calls that morning from reporters in Israel, Egypt, France, and beyond. Was she the face of Innocence of 
Muslims?

			I am an honest person, Cindy remembers thinking. It is always easier for me to tell the truth than to tell a lie, so I will tell them the truth: this is not the film that we were in. Instead, she found herself hanging up on the phone, or mumbling something about not accepting any interviews at this time. How in the world did all these people get my number? It suddenly hit her: I am not ready for this.

			Before she could talk to the journalists, she had to call Sam Bacile, the producer.

		


		
			CHAPTER 2

			“TELL THEM
I AM FROM ISRAEL”

			She had his cell phone number logged into her phone. She had called him or the assistant director from time to time since the shoot in the summer of 2011 to see what was happening with the movie. Up until this morning, the day after the Benghazi murders, she had thought it was a “swords and sandals” desert drama, maybe something of a cross between Conan the Barbarian and Ben Hur.

			He picked up after a couple of rings. He must have recognized my number, she thought.

			“Sam, what have you done? Why did you do this to us?” she wailed.

			“Cindy,” he said. “Tell the world you are innocent. Tell them that the producer of the film did this because he is tired of radical Muslims killing innocent people.”

			And then, Cindy recalls, he added this: “Oh, and tell them that I am from Israel.” Then he hung up the phone. 

			Now she was more confused than ever. She had thought he was from Egypt. Was he really from Israel? What was going on? She didn’t understand the content of the video or the reason someone would do something like this that would cause people to get so angry they would storm a U.S. diplomatic facility and murder our Ambassador. She didn’t understand Islam or Muslims. She just knew that she felt horrible. And that she wanted to tell the world that she was innocent.

			All day she saw television reports quoting Sam as saying exactly the same words she was certain he had spoken to her on the phone about being Israeli. One widely quoted report, from the Associated Press, claimed that Sam had told them he was an Israeli-American and that he had made the movie because “Islam was a cancer.” The AP claimed that he told them he had made the film as a “provocative political statement condemning the religion.” A Wall Street Journal report claimed that Bacile told them that he had “raised $5 million from 100 Jewish donors to make the film.”1

			“Sam” insisted to me repeatedly that none of those statements were true, and that he never spoke with any reporter at that point – not with the AP, not with the Wall Street Journal, “not with anybody.”

			Why wasn’t he speaking to the media? “I was afraid for my life,” he told me. He also insisted he never told Cindy that he was Israeli, and that she most likely came to that conclusion after hearing the media reports. I will reveal later in this book exactly who spoke to those reporters, pretending that the filmmaker behind Innocence of Muslims was an Israeli-American (see chapter 12).

			At the time, Cindy knew nothing about the extraordinary game being played by the United States government and an activist media to influence public opinion. She didn’t know that Hillary’s office manager, Nora Toiv, was in touch with top Google and YouTube executives, to ensure that the movie stayed up on YouTube so the government would have an excuse to prosecute Nakoula for the alleged crime of blasphemy against Islam.2 Nor could she know that the U.S. Embassy in Tripoli, Libya had emailed Washington to emphatically deny any relationship whatsoever between the video and the Benghazi attacks, exposing the story repeated by Obama and Hillary Clinton as an utter fiction.3 She just knew that all of these references to the Middle East were making her head spin. She felt herself sucked into a spiral of events she simply didn’t understand.

			The New York Times claimed that the video “gained international attention when a Gainesville, Florida pastor began promoting it along with his own proclamation of September 11 as “International Judge Muhammad Day.” The pastor, Terry Jones, had long been on the radar screen of Hillary Clinton, who regularly trotted him out for condemnation and ridicule as a right-wing bugaboo. The Times claimed Jones had issued a statement calling the film “an American production, not designed to attack Muslims but to show the destructive ideology of Islam,” and that it “further reveals in a satirical fashion the life of Muhammad.”4

			Muslims “have no tolerance for anything outside of Muhammad,” the Times quoted Jones as saying. Islam was “a total deception,” he added. He originally had planned to screen the film on September 11 in Florida as part of his “International Judge Muhammad Day,” according to a separate piece from the Associated Press.5

			The Times went on to claim that Jones “inspired deadly riots in Afghanistan in 2010 and 2011 by first threatening to burn copies of the Koran and then burning one in his church.” Hillary Clinton condemned him publicly at the time in a speech before the Council on Foreign Relations. “It’s regrettable that a pastor in Gainesville, Florida, with a church of no more than fifty people can make this outrageous and distressful, disgraceful plan and get, you know, the world’s attention,” she said then.6

			Both she and President Obama were hoping that liberal reporters would fall for that fiction once again, and would blame an Internet video, made with $5 million raised by a “right-wing” pastor in Florida from Jewish donors, for the Benghazi attacks.

			How convenient that would be, especially since the real story of what the U.S. was doing in Benghazi, where CIA personnel were tracking surface to air missiles flowing to jihadi groups in Syria, and where several teams of undercover former special operations troops were working as private U.S. government contractors on top secret projects tracking terrorists, was a secret Mrs. Clinton and President Obama were intent on keeping from the American public.

			Look over here, they were saying. Watch this horrific YouTube video, made by bigots and Islamophobes. Don’t watch what my hands (and your tax dollars) are really doing, funneling guns to rebels in Syria and assassinating terrorists.

			Oh, and if there really were people influenced by the video (and there were), don’t think for an instant to blame our complacent policies that enabled the Muslim Brotherhood and radical Islamic groups around the world, or that empowered a vision of Islam that could explode into extraordinary violence because of a cartoon or a video.

			As I wrote in my earlier book, Dark Forces: the Truth about What Happened in Benghazi:

			 

			For Hillary, it was a twofer. Not only would the [YouTube video] story take the heat off the administration for what had been going on in Benghazi, but if Republicans didn’t condemn the video as self-righteously as she did, she would tar them as bigots as well. Heck, she’d even accuse them of being responsible for [Ambassador] Chris Stevens’ death, since they had the temerity to “slash” the State Department budget. [p335]

			The State Department was actively promoting the film. In fact, as I will reveal in chapter 11 of this book, it was largely because of U.S. State Department Twitter feeds and related YouTube channels that the movie ultimately went viral across the Middle East.

			But what was astonishing in the early hours after the September 11, 2012 attacks in Benghazi, was how quickly the liberal media was able to focus attention on the YouTube video as the cause of the violence spreading across the Middle East, rather than Obama administration policies or Islamic ideology.

			 

			 

			+++

			 

			Max Fisher, a self-appointed watchdog of “Islamophobia,” appears to have been the first to report on the impact of the video on the morning of September 11, 2012 – several hours before the attacks in Benghazi began.

			In a screed that appeared in the online version of the once-venerable Atlantic magazine, Fisher breathlessly described protests in Cairo that he claimed were sparked by the video.

			 

			“Right now, protesters in Cairo are gathered at the U.S. Embassy compound, where some have scaled the walls and pulled down the American flag, with which they’ve replaced a black flag bearing the prayer, ‘There is no god but Allah and Mohammad is his messenger.’”7

			Fisher failed to inform his audience that the black flag was the flag of al Qaeda (today, ISIS), and that the demonstration in front of the U.S. Embassy in Cairo had been planned several days ahead of time to protest the continued detention in the U.S. of Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, the “Blind Sheikh” convicted by a U.S. District court for plotting in 1994 to blow up the Holland and Lincoln tunnels in New York. 

			Fisher also failed to report that the Cairo protesters, led by the son of the Blind Sheikh and by Mohammad al-Zawahri, the brother of al Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahri, had been calling on jihadi groups to storm the U.S. Embassy for several days, not because of the video but because of the alleged assassination of al Qaeda leader Abu Yahya al Libi in a U.S. drone strike. So insistent and so prominent were these threats that U.S. Ambassador to Egypt, Anne Paterson, ordered embassy personnel to stay home that day, just in case the planned protests got out of hand. Completely ignoring all of this, Fisher claimed that the Cairo demonstrators were “protesting an American film that insults [the] Prophet Mohammad,” when none of the protesters or the organizers had mentioned the film in interviews they had given to CNN and other international media in front of the U.S. Embassy complex.8

			Fisher went on to post a now-dead link to the YouTube video.9 “If you’ve never heard of it,” he said, “that’s because most of the few clips circulating online are dubbed in Arabic.” He claimed that the link he posted was one of the only ones in English. “That’s also because it’s associated with Florida Pastor Terry Jones (yes, the asshole who burnt the Koran despite Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates’ pleas),” Fisher added.10

			Fisher apparently hadn’t been able to see the YouTube video himself, even though the version he linked to was in English. Was it too obscure for him to find on the YouTube server? “It’s still not clear [what the film says], but it appears to compare Mohammed to a donkey and Muslims, according to one translation, to ‘child-lovers,’” he wrote. 

			So he linked to several tweets from New York Times reporter Liam Stack, who had recently returned from Cairo. “4 minutes in and I don’t think they’ve said the title yet, but the opening scene is a doozy,” Stack tweeted. Fisher continued: “The man in the scene says of his donkey, ‘This is the first Muslim animal.’ He asks the donkey if he likes girls; when it doesn’t answer, he bursts into laughter and says, ‘He doesn’t like girls,’ according to Stack.”11

			Does that sound like a put-up job to you? Fisher is quoting second and possibly third-hand accounts of a YouTube video he hasn’t been able to view himself, because he has been unable to locate it on the YouTube server. Why has he been unable to locate it? Because no one has been viewing it, making it hard to locate on the Google search engine. Indeed, the archived version from the day that Fisher wrote about it, September 11, shows that it had gotten just 405 views. 

			But unnamed U.S. government sources told him that the movie, “like Terry Jones himself and his earlier Koran-burning stunt, have received attention far beyond their reach” and were “producing real-world damage.”

			How much damage exactly? As of early evening September 11, 2012 Cairo-time, when his column first appeared, he admitted: “That damage is apparently limited to one American flag” at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo.

			Hello? And just why is the damage to one American flag at a U.S. Embassy a big deal? Why would The Atlantic even bother to publish an article about it? Unless, of course, Fisher’s Internet article was meant to lay the table for a much greater set of falsehoods to come.

			 

			+++

			 

			From emails sent to Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s private server released thanks to Freedom of Information Act requests from Judicial Watch and from multiple media organizations, it has now become clear that a key proponent of blaming the attacks on the YouTube video Innocence of Muslims was Hillary Clinton consigliore, Sid Blumenthal.

			In a memo sent to Secretary Clinton that is date-stamped 12:50 AM on September 12, Washington time, Blumenthal doubled-down on the blame-the-YouTube video narrative that Hillary had adopted in her first public statement, issued at 10:08 PM Washington time the night of the attacks (see the Introduction). In a detailed report from “sources with direct access to the Libyan National Transitional Council, as well as the highest levels of European Governments, and Western Intelligence and security services,” Blumenthal blamed the video for the Benghazi attacks.

			This extraordinary report, which has gotten little to no publicity, provided grist for Secretary Clinton’s mill. And she used that grist abundantly in addressing the media in reports that Cindy Lee Garcia felt in her innocence were aimed directly at her.

			Sid Blumenthal’s “report,” which we now know was copied and pasted from emails he had received from former CIA official Tyler Drumheller, was a tissue of lies from start to finish. Here is the original email header, as released by the State Department:

			 

			From: Sidney Blumenthal [email address redacted]

			Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 12:50 AM 

			To: H:

			Subject: Magariaf on attack on U.S. in Libya. Sid

			Attachments: hrc memo magariaf, attack on U.S. in Libya 091212.docx 

			 

			“During the afternoon of September 11, 2012, new interim President of Libya Mohammed Yussef al Magariaf spoke in private with senior advisors, including members of the Libyan Muslim Brotherhood, to discuss the attacks by demonstrators on U.S. missions in Tripoli and Benghazi,” the report claimed.

			That would be a bombshell, if only it were true. 

			The attacks against the U.S. diplomatic compound in Benghazi began at 9:42 PM local time, well after sundown, so it was impossible for Magariaf to be discussing them “during the afternoon” of the same day. Greg Hicks, the Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Tripoli, ordered the evacuation of the embassy at around 2 AM on September 12 – not because any attacks were then underway, but as a precaution based on intelligence information. (The attacks on the embassy in Tripoli began later that night).

			There were never any demonstrations in front of either U.S. diplomatic facility in Libya. Ever. That was just a full-throated lie, invented whole cloth by Sid Blumenthal and his ghost-whisperer, Tyler Drumheller, who had a checkered record at the Central Intelligence Agency. Drumheller had been outed publicly by his former boss, CIA Director George Tenet, for lying to the president of the United States about Weapons of Mass Destruction in Iraq.12

			The Drumheller/Blumenthal memo gets better. “According to a sensitive source, el Magariaf was shaken by the attacks, and gave permission to commanders on the ground for security forces to open fire over the heads of the crowds in an effort to break up mobs attacking the missions.” 

			That is just another fantasy, invented out of whole cloth. There were never any Libyan security forces around the U.S. diplomatic compound in Benghazi on the afternoon of September 11, let alone at the U.S. Embassy in Tripoli. Nor did any Libyan security forces come to the rescue of the beleaguered Benghazi compounds (diplomatic or CIA) until around 5:30 AM the next day. Nor were there ever crowds of demonstrators in front of either the Benghazi diplomatic compound or the Tripoli embassy. A organized band of armed jihadis attacked in Benghazi starting at 9:42 PM and within twenty minutes set fire to the ambassador’s residence, causing the Ambassador and Sean Smith to die by smoke inhalation.

			But why should Blumenthal – or his patron, Hillary Clinton – worry about the facts, when they had a good story to spin that would besmirch their political opponents?

			The memo went on to claim that “a senior security officer told el Magariaf that the attacks on that day [remember, they didn’t occur until that evening] were inspired by what many devout Libyan[s] viewed as a sacrilegious internet video [emphasis mine] on the prophet Mohammed originating in America.”

			A thorough search of social media posts by a State Department Arabic language media team found one tweet blaming the attacks on the video. The linguists also reported that “some Twitter users in Libya and Egypt are spreading reports that the attacks in Libya may not be related to the infamous film but to the killing of Al Qaeda’s second in command, who is Libyan.” Why were they looking for reports mentioning the “infamous film?” Because that’s what Hillary and her top staff had tasked them to find. Political hack Sid Blumenthal saw a huge political opportunity for his patron, Hillary Clinton, to blame the video for the death of a U.S. ambassador and other U.S. personnel.13

			Just 12 hours later, at 1 PM Washington time on September 12, Blumenthal emailed to Mrs. Clinton another spin story, this time penned by his son, notorious left-wing pseudo-journalist, Max Blumenthal.

			Here is the email header as it has now been released by the State Department – more than three years after Congress initially demanded that the State Department produce all communications relating to the Benghazi attacks:

			 

			From: H <hrod17@clintonemail.com>

			Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 2:11 PM

			To: ‘Russorv@state.gov’

			Subject: Fw: Meet The Right-Wing Extremist Behind Anti-Muslim Film That Sparked Deadly Riots 

			 

			Pls print. 

			 

			From: sbwhoeop mailto:sbwhoeop

			Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 01:00 PM

			To: H

			Subject: Meet The Right-Wing Extremist Behind Anti-Muslim Film That Sparked Deadly Riots 

			 

			http://maxblumenthal.com/2012/09/meet-the-right-wing-extremist-behind-anti-muslim-film-that-sparked-deadly-riots/ 

			 

			In the top part of the header, hrod17@clintonemail.com is Hillary Clinton’s email address, one of several she created for official State Department communications on her family’s private email server. Blumenthal tried to simulate his former White House email address (his initials coupled to the abbreviation of White House-Executive Office of the President) for his communications with the secretary of state.

			The initial version of the story, published on Max Blumenthal’s blog, picked up the AP and Wall Street Journal false allegations that filmmaker Sam Bacile was an Israeli-American and had financed the film with $5 million raised from “100 Jewish donors.”14 But Max was just warming up. He then tied the film to a vast conspiracy led by Steve Klein, “a known anti-Muslim activist with ties to the extreme Christian right and the militia movement.”

			Cindy wouldn’t have recognized Klein or his name because he had nothing to do with making the movie and never appeared on the set or in post-production. But hey, we’re not talking about reality here. We’re talking about how the Obama White House and Hillary Clinton’s State Department created a phony story out of whole cloth and sold it to the American people, at least until the 2012 presidential election was in the bag.

			 

			+++

			 

			Max Blumenthal was no slouch at inventing a “vast right-wing conspiracy.” After all, he learned from the best: his father was the author of Hillary’s mid-1990s fantasy about an earlier vast right-wing conspiracy that aimed to defeat her husband in the 1996 presidential election (a fiction I was proud to be part of, through my work at the American Spectator).

			The younger Blumenthal asserted that Klein, who claims to have led a ‘hunter-killer team’ in Vietnam, “is a right-wing extremist who emerged from the same axis of Islamophobia that produced Anders Behring Breivik [the notorious anti-Muslim nutcase who murdered scores of schoolchildren in Norway] and which takes inspiration from the writings of Robert Spencer, Pamela Geller, and Daniel Pipes.” How did Blumenthal figure that out? Not because he spoke with Klein (although, as we shall see, Klein was starting to speak to the media on behalf of the terrified filmmaker, who was holed up in his home in Cerritos, California). Blumenthal knew all about Klein because he had become “an enthusiastic commenter on Geller’s website, Atlas Shrugged.”

			Wow. That makes anyone who comments on your Facebook page an active member of whatever conspiracy a left-wing hack like Max Blumenthal dregs out of the fever swamps. 

			Klein was everything the Blumenthals and Hillary Clinton loved to hate. As Max painted him, he was involved in “organizing resentment against all the usual targets – Muslims, homosexuals, feminists, and even Mormons. He is a board member and founder of a group called Courageous Christians United, which promotes anti-Mormon, anti-Catholic and anti-Muslim literature (including the work of Robert Spencer) on its website.” 

			Are you hyperventilating yet? Max Blumenthal certainly was.

			But it gets better. “Klein has been closely affiliated with the Church at Kaweah, an extreme evangelical church located 70 miles southeast of Fresno that serves as a nexus of neo-Confederate, Christian Reconstructionist, and militia movement elements. The Southern Poverty Law Center produced a report on Kaweah this spring that noted Klein’s long record of activism against Muslims.”

			If you are not an ardent leftist, you might not realize that to Hillary Clinton, a report by the Southern Poverty Law Center condemning someone as a bigot and a hater is like the Good Housekeeping seal of approval. To the rest of thinking humanity, it’s a political hatchet job.

			Blumenthal also tied Klein to the National American Coptic Assembly, “a radical Islamophobic group headed by Morris Sadek,” whom Blumenthal credited with discovering Innocence of Muslims and promoting it online.

			Hillary asked her aides to print out the initial Max Blumenthal screed. When Sid Blumenthal emailed her a link to a more elaborate version that appeared the next day as an opinion column on the Guardian website in Britain, she replied, “Your Max is a mitzvah!” 

			The elder Blumenthal didn’t mind her mangled use of Hebrew, if he had even noticed it.15 “Max knows how to do this and is fearless,” he fired back. “Hope it’s useful and gets around, especially in the Middle East.” 

			The Blame-the-YouTube-made-by-Anti-Muslim-Bigots narrative got picked up everywhere. The New York Times led with the story in their coverage of the Benghazi attacks.16 So did the Washington Post and other national media. There was Obama in his press conference that morning in the Rose Garden up on his high horse, rejecting “all efforts to denigrate the religious beliefs of others.” And in Cairo, a separate New York Times story quoted a spokesman for Muslim Brotherhood president Mohammad Morsi calling on the U.S. government to “prosecute the ‘madmen’ behind the video.”17

			Such was the landscape Cindy watched unfold before her eyes that morning on the national media, where everyone involved in the movie was painted in bright colors as anti-Muslim bigots, haters, racists, right-wing Christian extremists. Each time she saw her face in the b-roll on the screen, she wanted to scream, “That isn’t me!”

			Cindy had always been a patriot in her heart, from childhood up until that morning. She grew up saying the pledge of allegiance every morning in school and singing the national anthem and all the great songs about America that filled her heart with pride and a deep sense of honor. When she heard the roar of fighter jets overhead, her heart swelled. I love America, I have the utmost respect for our country. I have always respected the office of the president with great reverence toward the men in office. Until now! she thought.

			What Obama and Hillary and the media were saying about her was so wrong. It was hateful and she knew in her heart it wasn’t true.

			That day began a spiral of events that changed her life forever. The world has become darker and more sinister than I have ever dreamed, she thought. My eyes have been closed to what is really going on. I was lost behind a veil of ignorance. But no more. I am not the same person I once was, who lived life with closed eyes. I will never be that person again. 

			She worried that the unconditional love Jesus had filled her heart with for so many years had somehow been changed, and that hatred had taken its place. Did that mean she wasn’t a good Christian?

			She was angry. She wanted to get her story out. She prayed that what now seemed like a nightmare from Hell would one day help others. That’s how the Lord has always worked his way in the past, she thought. I know you won’t abandon me now!

			In the midst of all the confusion she got a call from an entertainment lawyer named Cris Armenta, who sketched out ways that people in the past had dealt with similar situations. Cindy didn’t have to be all alone, Armenta said. She could find people who were on her side, and who could help her to defend her good name.

			Perhaps, just perhaps, Cindy thought, help was the on the way.

			 

			+++

			 

			Sam Bacile, whose real name was Nakoula Basseley Nakoula, also underwent a life-changing experience as a result of all the attention the Obama administration and a compliant media had showered on the 14-minute trailer from his feature-length movie, Innocence of Muslims. 

			It didn’t take long after the first media reports identifying him as the person behind YouTube video for reporters to find him. By Wednesday, September 12, 2012, dozens of television crews had pulled their vans up in front of his modest residence in the Los Angeles suburb of Cerritos, California. They knocked on his door repeatedly, day and night. CNN reporter Miguel Marquez, who later interviewed Cindy, seemed to get a big kick out of pounding on the door as people made noises inside. At one point that evening, Nakoula phoned the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department to report a disturbance and ask for police protection. Instead of offering him that protection, an LAPD spokesman, Steve Whitmore, revealed his phone call, his request, and quite probably his address, to the media.18

			CNN then phoned the U.S. Attorney’s office in Los Angeles to inquire if Nakoula had a criminal past. In response, federal prosecutors obligingly sent them documents showing that Nakoula had been convicted for credit card and bank fraud in 2009, and had spent two years in jail on separate convictions.

			The media circus had begun. And life would become hell for Cindy, Nakoula, and everyone else publicly identified with the movie.
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