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Introduction: 
A Visual Journey Through Bible Stories


			Welcome to Bible Stories in Pictures—a unique and groundbreaking project that brings the stories and themes of the Bible to life in a powerful, visual way. Thanks to the remarkable possibilities of modern digital technologies like ChatGPT and MidJourney, we’ve discovered a new way to translate ancient wisdom into vivid, visual storytelling.

			Every image in this work was created digitally. No person is real, no tapestry was handwoven, and no stained glass was ever truly cast. And yet, the images radiate authenticity and soul—partly because they’re inspired by the styles of great masters. This artistic approach is not an imitation, but a tribute—a way of honoring their unique ways of seeing and imagining.

			Here are a few examples of how these styles were reinterpreted:

			●Job in the spirit of Michelangelo

			●The New Jerusalem in the style of Vincent van Gogh

			●Lamentations with the emotional intensity of Edvard Munch

			●The betrayal of Judas through the eyes of Rembrandt van Rijn

			These Bible Stories in Pictures are meant to make the Bible accessible to everyone—especially to those who are visually oriented or find it challenging to read long texts. Through the power of imagery, we hope to convey universal themes like love, hope, wisdom, and faith in a direct and deeply felt way.

			The structure of this book follows a likely chronological timeline of events, based on historical estimates. This differs from the traditional order of the Bible books, but it offers a clear, narrative flow that not only tells the story of the past, but also reflects the present—and even hints at a possible future.

			May this visual journey move you, inspire wonder, and challenge you to see these ancient stories with fresh eyes. Whether you’re already familiar with the Bible or encountering it for the first time, we hope Bible Stories in Pictures draws you into the deeper layers of Scripture—and serves as a bridge to the full Bible.
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			Enjoy the journey,

			Folkert Fennema
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			1: In the Beginning
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			Bible Story 1

			In the Beginning

			In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was still empty and without form; darkness lay over the deep waters, and the Spirit of God hovered above the surface. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness. He called the light “day,” and the darkness He called “night.” Evening came, and then morning, the first day.

		

	
		
			2: The Creation of the Sky
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			Bible Story 2

			The Creation of the Sky

			Then God said, “Let there be a vault to separate the waters—something to divide the waters from each other.” And it was so. God made a vast expanse to separate the waters below it from the waters above it. He called the expanse “sky.” Evening came, and then morning—the second day.

		

	
		
			3: Land and Sea

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

		

	
		
			Bible Story 3

			Land and Sea

			Then God said, “Let the waters under the sky gather in one place, so that dry ground may appear.” And it happened just as He said. God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters He called “sea.” And God saw that it was good. 

		

	
		
			4: Plants and Trees
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			Bible Story 4

			Plants and Trees

			Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation—plants, trees, and shrubs that bear seeds or fruit, each according to its kind.” And it was so. The land produced all kinds of plants, each with its own seed, and trees that bore fruit, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. Evening came, and then morning—the third day.

		

	
		
			5: Sun, Moon, and Stars
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			Bible Story 5

			Sun, Moon, and Stars

			Then God said, “Let there be lights in the sky to separate day from night. Let them mark the seasons, the days, and the years. Let them shine light upon the earth.” And so it was. God made two great lights: the sun to shine by day, and the moon to shine by night. He also made the stars. God placed them in the sky to give light to the earth and to rule over the day and the night. And God saw that it was good. Evening came, and then morning—the fourth day.

		

	
		
			6: Birds and Fish
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			Bible Story 6

			Birds and Fish

			Then God said, “Let the waters be filled with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth, across the sky.” So God created the great sea animals and all the creatures that swim in the water and crawl along the sea floor—every kind, in every shape and size. He also made all kinds of birds. And God saw that it was good. He blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” Evening came, and then morning—the fifth day.

		

	
		
			7: Animals on the Land

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

		

	
		
			Bible Story 7

			Animals on the Land

			Then God said, “Let the land produce living creatures: livestock, crawling animals, and wild beasts—each according to its kind.” And so it was. God made all kinds of wild animals, livestock, and creatures that crawl on the ground. And God saw that it was good. 

		

	
		
			8: The Creation of Humanity
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			Bible Story 8

			The Creation of Humanity

			Then God said, “Let Us make human beings, in Our image, to be like Us.” And so God created humanity, in His own image. He blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and care for it. Rule over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, and every creature that moves across the ground.” God looked at everything He had made, and it was very good.

		

	
		
			9: The Seventh Day — God’s Day of Rest
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			Bible Story 9

			The Seventh Day — God’s Day of Rest

			The six days of creation were complete. Light had driven out darkness. The skies had been stretched out, the seas filled with life, and the land overflowed with trees, flowers, and animals. The sun, moon, and stars gave light, and humanity—made in God’s image—now lived on the earth. On the seventh day, God finished the work He had done, and He rested from all His labor. God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on that day He rested from all the work of creation.

		

	
		
			10: Adam in the Garden of Eden
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			Bible Story 10

			Adam in the Garden of Eden

			God planted a beautiful garden, called Eden, and there He placed the human He had made. In the garden grew every kind of tree, all pleasing to look at and full of delicious fruit. At the center stood two trees: the Tree of Life, and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. God gave the man this command: “Take care of this garden and work in it. You may eat from every tree—except the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. If you eat from that tree, you will surely die.”

		

	
		
			11: The Creation of Eve
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			Bible Story 11

			The Creation of Eve

			God saw that it was not good for the man to be alone. So He caused the man to fall into a deep sleep, and while he slept, God took one of his ribs. From that rib, He fashioned a woman and brought her to the man. And the man said, “At last—bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh. She will be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”

		

	
		
			12: The Fall into Sin
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			Bible Story 12

			The Fall into Sin

			The serpent was the shrewdest of all the animals God had made. It said to the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat from any tree in the garden?” Eve replied, “We may eat from all the trees in the garden—except from the tree in the middle. God said we must not eat from it or even touch it, or we will die.” “You won’t die,” the serpent said. “God knows that if you eat it, your eyes will be opened—and you’ll be like God, knowing good and evil.” Then Eve saw that the fruit looked delicious and desirable. She took some and ate it. She also gave some to Adam, and he ate it too. At once, their eyes were opened, and they realized they were naked.

		

	
		
			13: The Expulsion from Eden
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			Bible Story 13

			The Expulsion from Eden

			God called out, “Adam, where are you?” Adam replied, “I heard You in the garden and I was afraid, because I was naked.” God asked, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree I told you not to eat from?” Then God spoke to the serpent: “Because you have done this, you are cursed.” To Adam and Eve, He said, “From now on, the earth will not easily give you food. You will live with pain and struggle.” God made clothes for them from animal skins and sent them out of the Garden of Eden.

		

	
		
			14: Cain and Abel
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			Bible Story 14

			Cain and Abel

			Adam and Eve had two sons: Cain and Abel. Cain became a farmer, and Abel tended sheep. One day, they both brought offerings to God. Cain offered some of his harvest, but Abel brought the best of his flock. God accepted Abel and his offering, but rejected Cain’s. Cain became furious. In his anger, he lured his brother into the field—and there he killed him.

		

	
		
			
15: Noah and the Ark
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			Bible Story 15

			Noah and the Ark

			God saw that the earth was filled with evil, and that people constantly chose to do wrong. He decided to destroy everything with a great flood. But Noah found favor in God’s eyes. God said to Noah, “Build an ark from cypress wood. I will send a mighty flood—but you and your family will be safe.”

		

	
		
			16: One Pair of All Unclean Animals

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

		

	
		
			Bible Story 16

			One Pair of All Unclean Animals

			God said to Noah, “Take one pair of every kind of unclean animal with you.” Noah listened carefully and followed God’s instructions faithfully. The animals came two by two, led by God’s hand. In this way, even the unclean animals were saved in the ark of rescue.

		

	
		
			17: Seven Pairs of All Clean Animals
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			Bible Story 17

			Seven Pairs of All Clean Animals

			From the clean animals and clean birds, God brought seven pairs. They would be the ones to help bring new life after the flood. Later, after the flood, Noah built an altar to the Lord. He offered one of each clean animal and bird as a fragrant gift to his Creator.

		

	
		
			18: The Great Flood
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			Bible Story 18

			The Great Flood

			Then the rain began, and the floodgates of heaven burst open. It rained for forty days and nights. The water rose higher and higher—until it covered even the tallest mountains by more than seven meters. But the ark floated safely on the water.

		

	
		
			19: The End of the Flood
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			Bible Story 19

			The End of the Flood

			After forty days and nights, the rain stopped, but the water still covered the earth. Noah sent out a raven to see if the water had gone down, but it didn’t return. Then he sent a dove, but it found no place to land and came back. Seven days later, he sent the dove again. This time, it returned with an olive leaf in its beak. Noah knew then that the waters were receding. Eventually, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat—what we now call Mount Ararat in eastern Turkey.

		

	
		
			20: God’s Promise to Noah
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			Bible Story 20

			God’s Promise to Noah

			When the water had fully receded, and Noah, his family, and the animals had left the ark, Noah built an altar and offered sacrifices to God. God blessed Noah and his sons and said, “Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth.” He promised never again to destroy the earth with a flood. As a sign of that promise, He placed a rainbow in the sky: “This,” He said, “is the sign of My covenant with you and with all living creatures.”

		

	
		
			21: The Tower of Babel
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			Bible Story 21

			The Tower of Babel

			After the flood, people spread out across the earth. They found a plain in Shinar (modern-day southern Iraq) and settled there. They said to one another, “Let’s build a city with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so we can make a name for ourselves and avoid being scattered.” But God saw what they were doing and said, “If they can do this, what will stop them next?” So He confused their language, and they could no longer understand each other. The building stopped, and the city was called Babel.

		

	
		
			22: The Testing of Job
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			Bible Story 22

			The Testing of Job

			Job was a wealthy and upright man who honored God. Satan said to God, “Job only serves You because You bless him. Take everything away, and he will curse You.” God allowed Job to be tested. In a single day, Job lost his children, his possessions, and his health. Yet Job said, “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.”

		

	
		
			23: God Calls Abram
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			Bible Story 23

			God Calls Abram

			God called Abram and said, “Leave your land, your family, and your father’s house, and go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you, make your name great, and you will be a blessing.” Abram obeyed and journeyed to the land of Canaan (now known as Israel and surrounding regions), with his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, and all their possessions. There, he built an altar to the Lord.
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