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Chapter 1: Shadows of the Past {#chapter-1-shadows-of-the-past}
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New York. Three months after the fire at Hacienda El Desierto.

The bar was dimly lit. It smelled of cheap cigarettes, sweat, and unbridled ambition. In the back, behind a reinforced door, Mateo ran his small empire. He had bought the place with dirty money, turned it into his headquarters, and surrounded himself with a gang of teenagers with empty eyes and guns on their hips.

The back office was his throne: walls lined with counterfeit bills, an old oak desk, and cigarette smoke hanging in the air like a tribute.

That day, Camila knocked on the door.

“Come in,” Mateo said, without looking.

She entered. Sat with her back straight, nerves under control. She wore a long coat, dark glasses. In another life, she had been “La Madrina.” Now she was just a woman trying to redeem herself.

“I’m here to help you with whatever you need. I’ll advise you.”

Mateo opened the desk drawer. Pulled out a gun.

He stood, aimed straight at her forehead.

“You once betrayed my mother. She forgave you... but I don’t forgive.”

He pulled the trigger.

The gunshot was sharp. Camila fell without a sound. Dead. On her back, eyes open to the void.

Mateo put out his cigarette, staring at the body without blinking.

“This is the end of Cartel Queens,” he said gravely. “Today, a new king is born in this city.”

...

Camila woke up screaming.

She was drenched in sweat, her heart pounding in her chest. It took her a few seconds to realize she was in her bed, alone, in her Bronx apartment. It had only been a nightmare.
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