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​Introduction
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In the beginning of human memory stands a single figure — Adam, the father of mankind, the first prophet, and the root from which every nation and people have grown. His story is told and retold across civilizations, from the Torah, the Bible, and the Qur’an, to the traditions of ancient Mesopotamia, Persia, and beyond.

But who was Adam? Was he only the first man, molded from the clay of the earth, or was he also the first teacher, the first penitent, and the first bearer of divine wisdom? For some, he represents innocence lost. For others, he is the first to experience forgiveness. In every telling, Adam’s story is not merely about the past — it is about us.

This book seeks to gather and retell his story in narrative form, bringing together perspectives from Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, alongside echoes from other traditions. We will walk through the garden of Paradise, witness the first temptation, and follow humanity’s earliest steps upon the earth. Along the way, we will compare the voices of scripture and commentary: the Biblical tale of the Fall, the Qur’anic teaching of repentance, and the Jewish traditions of Adam’s struggle for survival.

Adam is not only the first prophet, but also the first father. Through him, the great lessons of life are introduced: the dignity of work, the pain of loss, the meaning of responsibility, and the power of turning back to God after error. His story is a mirror in which humanity has always seen itself reflected.

This volume begins a long journey — a series of books dedicated to the prophets, those luminous figures who shaped the course of human history and revealed timeless truths. With Adam, we return to the beginning, to the dawn of our shared story, and to the first words spoken by God to His creation:


“I am placing upon the earth a vicegerent.”



May this book not only tell the story of Adam, but also remind us of our own place within the legacy he left behind.
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​Chapter 1: The Heavenly Council
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The heavens were filled with light and harmony long before the birth of humanity. The angels, creatures of pure obedience and radiant spirit, filled the vast realms of heaven with praise of their Creator. They were countless—an endless host of beings who never tired, never erred, and never disobeyed. Their voices rose in a single symphony, “Glory be to You, O Lord of all worlds.”

But one day, something shifted in that timeless order. The throne of the Almighty was enveloped in a solemn silence, and the command came forth—a command unlike any heard before.
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​The Divine Announcement
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In the Qur’an, the scene is preserved with clarity:


“And when your Lord said to the angels, ‘Indeed, I will place upon the earth a vicegerent (khalīfah).’ They said, ‘Will You place upon it one who will cause corruption therein and shed blood, while we glorify You with praise and sanctify You?’ He said, ‘Indeed, I know that which you do not know.’” (Qur’an 2:30)
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