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  Nkhosana and the Dinosaurs: The Story

  
  







Author’s Note:




While Nkhosana’s (the boy’s) story about walking with the dinosaurs is fictional, the story of the Khossa and the Bantu is based on a true story. The Khossa people lived in Africa thousands of years ago, before the ancestors of most modern African languages, the Bantu, arrived. For many years, historians who studied Africa thought that the agriculturalist Bantu invaded and taken over the Khossa. Now, historians believe that the Khossa incorporated the Bantu into their way of life, and that while some groups may have clashed with each other, by and large many Bantu and Khossa people shared knowledge to become the ancestors of many modern-day Africans.




This story is meant to be fun to read aloud to kids, but also doubles as a full Common-Core, NGSS-standards-ready textbook for teachers and parents to use to strengthen their kids’ math, science, reading, critical thinking, and peer-interaction skills. See something weird in the story, like dinosaurs with people, or featherless velociraptors? That’s on purpose! We’re going to practice debate, fact-checking, and exploration in the textbook in a way many kids never learn until too late. I hope you enjoy the pictures—but more than that, I hope you enjoy the fun activities we’ve set up to create quality learning experiences for your kids!




Without further ado, journey back with me to ancient Africa, where Nkhosana and his father have a new problem they’ve never encountered before…
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  Teacher’s Guide: Using Dinosaurs and African History To Teach Common Core Skills To Kids K-1!

  
  







“The task of the modern educator is not to cut down jungles, but to irrigate deserts.”

-C.S. Lewis




Table of Contents




Welcome Letter to Educators







Thank you for picking up a copy of The Different People (Nkhosana and the Dinosaurs)! I’m Jen Finelli—I’ve got a degree in history from the top-ranked history program in the US, plus a medical degree and a couple other diplomas.

I’m sheriff ‘round these here parts—

Uh, by which I mean, hi, I’m the author, and because I know you’re always looking for ways to help kids make the most of every experience, I’ve created an all-encompassing educational guide just for you. Here, you will find activities that meet Common Core reading, writing, and math standards; Science/STEM skills tailored to the internationally-taught NextGen Science Standards1; and even an unusual history lesson to help foster life-long respect, open-mindedness and friendship. Many of the exercises in this guidebook incorporate one or more standards at a time, taking an interdisciplinary approach. Many of these exercises come in the form of games children can play together. To make your life easier, I’ve also included a note on each page specifying which standard it reaches.

Thank you again for letting me be a tiny part of your kids’ growth!





You’ll find citations for EVERYTHING at the end of the book. Here are the activities we have for you:







Reading Comprehension: Story Summary and Quizzes




Language Arts: How to use Nkhosana as a reading textbook




Junior Paleontology: More Facts About the Featured Dinosaur Species




Early Writing and Science Skills: Dinosaur Essays




Critical Thinking Field Trip: Learning to Fact-Check (Reading Skills)




Critical Thinking Field Trip: Learning to Fact-Check (Math Skills)




Critical Thinking Field Trip: Learning to Fact-Check (Science Skills)




Early Math Skills: Co-op Play Fostering Respect and Open-Mindedness




Respect and Open-Mindedness: Bantu and Khoi-san History Resources




Early Writing and Creative Skills: Bantu/Khoi-san Cultural Projects
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  Reading Comprehension: Story Summary and Quizzes

  
  




The Different People tells the story of a young boy named Nkhosana, an African Khoisan hunter-gatherer. The story takes place in the form of an alternate historical fantasy where Nkhosana’s father rides dinosaurs. When Bantu newcomers enter the Khoisan lands, Nkhosana and his neighbors are faced with a decision: accept the Bantu as immigrants, or reject them as invaders. Using the biological diversity of the dinosaurs to illustrate the beauty of differences, Nkhosana’s father convinces his people to mingle with the Bantu and to learn and share their ways.

To meet standards for reading comprehension, first graders should be encouraged to read the book aloud by themselves, with help for proper names. Kindergarteners should be able to actively engage in a reading group and answer the following questions, even if they cannot read the text alone. If your first-graders cannot yet read the text, you may instead opt to use the Foundational Skills exercises on page 8, which meet the RF requirements for K-1st. The activities in thissection focus on reading comprehension to meet the following RI and RL requirements:

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/K/

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/K/

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/

For children who have difficulty reading, or low-resource classrooms without photocopying equipment, the following questions can be posed aloud by the teacher and answered orally. Have fun!

Exercise 1 answers: ride, father, Africa, Khossa (Khoisan), Bantu, hunt/pick plants, farm, respect, good, learning, different/difference

Exercise 2 answers: Nkhosana, Neighbors, Nkhosana, Father, Neighbors







Exercise 1: Fill in the Blank

Directions: Fill in the blank with a word from the story! 




In this story, the boy’s father likes to __________________________ dinosaurs.




When the boy grows up, he wants to be like his _______________________.




The boy lives in ___________________________.




The boy’s people are called the ____________________________.




The new people who come to the boy’s land are the ___________________.




To find food, the boy’s people __________________ and ______________________.




To find food, the Bantu people ________________.




The Bantu and the Khossa, or Khoisan, become friends by learning ______________.




The animals are _______________ so they don’t run out of room and food.




Respect means seeing __________ things in someone. Respect is ________________.




Write the main idea of the story here: _______________________________________







Exercise 2: Who said what?

Directions: Read the quote, and circle the name of the person or people saying it!




“Sometimes it is not okay. Sometimes they fight.”




Nkhosana




Neighbors




Father







“Kill the Bantu! They are different! Different is bad!”




Nkhosana




Neighbors




Father




“What is respect?”




Nkhosana




Neighbors




Father




“We can teach them. They can teach us. We can respect them.”




Nkhosana




Neighbors




Father




“We can respect the Bantu.”




Nkhosana




Neighbors




Father




Exercise 3: Let’s talk!




Directions: Get in groups, or just with a parent or teacher, and talk about these questions!





	Are there any words in the story that are hard to understand? Let’s look them up!

	Pictures and words can tell us different things. What did you find out from the pictures? What did you find out from the words?

	Why did the neighbors decide to become friends with the Bantu? What do you think would have happened if Nkhossana’s father hadn’t spoken up?

	Why do you think animals fight? Why shouldn’t people fight?

	What words in the story tell us how the people are feeling?

	Who is telling the story? Is it Nkhossana, his father, or someone else? (Narrator)

	Where is the cover of the book? Where is the back? Where is the title page? Why do you think books have all these parts?

	Who wrote the book? This person is called the author.

	Who drew the pictures in the book? This person is called the illustrator.

	Is this a fact book or a fiction book? Can it have parts that are both?
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I TYRANNOSAURUS WAS 8l6.
| IT ATE MEAT,

VELOCIRAPTOR WAS SMALL.,

IT ATE MEAT, TOO. THERE WAS
MEAT FOR BOTH, THEY WERE
DIFFERENT. IT WAS OKAY.
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"NO," SAID FATHER, "WE CAN
TEACH THEM, THEY CAN TEACH US,
WE CAN RESPECT THEM."






OEBPS/images/3edcb8ea200aed976c9ffe2fa1ba76f6_smallRaw.png
- -

§ THE BOY’'S NEIGHBORS WERE SCARED. "WE CAN FIGHT T
HE BANTU," THEY SAID. "THEY ARE DIFFERENT/ THEY DO
NOT TALK LIKE US. THEY DO NOT GET PLANTS LIKE US, T
HEY DO NOT HUNT LIKE US. THEY FARM/"
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STEGOSAURUS ATE PLANTS,
IT HAD SHARP SPINES. SPINES
MADE IT SAFE.

ANKLYOSAURUS ALSO ATE PLANTS,
IT OID NOT HAVE SPINES. IT HAD

A 8l6 BALL. ITS BALL MADE IT SAFE.
THEY WERE DIFFERENT. IT WAS OKAY.
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"DIFFERENT IS 8AD," SAID THE NEIGHBORS.

"DIFFERENT IS OKAY FOR DINOSAURS," SAID FATHER,
"LOOK WITH ME."
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ONE DAY, NEW PEOPLE CAME. THEY DID NOT TALK KHOSSA

LIKE THE B8OY. THEY DID NOT CLICK THEIR TONGUES LIKE THE 80OY.
THEY TALKED B8ANTU. THEY OPENED THEIR MOUTHS WIDE.,

THEY MADE LOUD SOUNDS. THEY HAD DARK SKIN LIKE THE BOY,
BUT THEY DID NOT LOOK LIKE HIM,
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"WHAT 1S RESPECT?"
THE BOY ASKED HIS FATHER,

THE B80OY LOVED HIS FATHER. HIS FATHER WAS TALL AND
STRONG, THEY LIVED IN A HOT LAND, THEY LIVED NEAR
DINOSAURS, THE BOY'S FATHER WAS BRAVE.






