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Foreword

When I
was four years old, my Aunt Kay saddled up her Morgan horse, my
cousin picked me up and set me in that big saddle and handed me the
reins. As I rode around my aunt’s backyard, a passion welled up
within me—I love horses. I went home, began to collect horse
figurines and décor and I dreamed of the day I would have my own
horse. As a teenager, my parents moved to horse country, and I was
able to work at a stable just down the road. Years went by and our
daughter was born. She was saddled up on a pony at four years old,
and the passion began for her. Thrilled to have someone in the
family who wanted to ride, our horse journey began as she rode
competitively and I became her glorified groom. Now six years into
this, she owns her own horse who is her perfect match. After
surviving a serious accident while breaking a colt two years ago, I
thought my dreams of owning my own horse were gone for good, but
this past December my husband surprised me with a Paso Fino, a
beautiful light-gray gelding who connected with me over the summer
and became my Christmas blessing.

This ride through horse and farm country is
a journey, not a destination. We need good people to help us learn,
grow and ride. Each day we can learn new things about the wonderful
creation around us, and the Creator God who made it all possible. I
am humbled and grateful that He saw fit to give me eyes that see
the everyday lessons, and has allowed me to share those lessons
with you. I look forward to exploring these trails with you, and I
am praying for you. Enjoy the ride.


Preface

Devotions from Everyday Things: Horse & Farm
Edition is a continuation of the Devotions from Everyday
Things series. Each book is a devotional in which you will find
spiritual truths illustrated in ordinary things. An uncomplicated
approach toward helping you on your journey to finding deeper
spiritual truths as you notice how God is at work in the world
around you.

How to use this book: The devotions are
simple, straightforward, quiet times with God. Each one contains a
daily Scripture passage, an illustration connected with a horse,
person or farm object, a Thought-provoker, and a Prayer starter.
The Scripture passage will allow you to see where the connection to
God’s Word is; the illustration will help you to apply the
principles of Scripture to something you can take with you
throughout the day. The Thought-provoker is an opportunity to
adjust your thoughts or actions to the principles learned from the
devotion; it is also a Journal prompt if you prefer to write your
thoughts. The prayer is a conversation starter about the topic of
the devotion. It is an opportunity for you to thank God for what
you are learning, and to ask Him for the strength you need to apply
new Biblical principles to your heart and life. It is also a time
for you to share your burdens and pour out your heart about
personal struggles you are facing.

You can also join me at my blog site:

www.simplydevotions.wordpress.com.

You will find encouragement, updates, and
more postings to help keep us all going in this adventure into
deeper spiritual truths. It’s time to be excited about being a
Christian—we can enjoy the ride as we find the trail of faith in
everyday things.

Thank you for joining me for this ride
through horse and farm country in Devotions from Everyday
Things: Horse & Farm Edition. I am so excited you have
chosen this book, and I am praying for you to know God in a deeper,
richer way because you have chosen this ride. Let’s get
started.
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The Clydesdale

 “Oh come,
let us sing to the Lord! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our
salvation. Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; let
us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. For the Lord is the great
God, And the great King above all gods.”

Psalm 95:1-3 NKJV

I think he is my favorite draft horse.
“Clyde,” a huge Clydesdale with a big white blaze, he is a picture
of majestic motion as he walks from the barn—to the photo site. He
stands big and tall as people walk up, pat him and stand next to
him as their picture is taken next to his great shoulder. His
owners understand that most people do not want to experience his
great strength and power, they just want their picture taken beside
him, and they are happy to allow others that experience for a
reasonable price.

I was not one of those photo people. I
wanted more than just to see his great size next to my short frame.
I wanted more than just a picture of a moment—I wanted to see what
this powerful draft horse could do. So, I went around to the back
of the barn, with permission, and waited. Soon, the groom brought
him to the barn. He stood patiently as he was brushed, harnessed
and yoked to the wagon. The owner climbed up in the wagon and
invited me, and the few others who wanted, to experience the power
as his great horse pulled that wagon. Clyde leaned into his harness
and the big, heavy wooden wagon rolled forward. No grunts, no
strain, just power and strength as Clyde pulled the wagon around
the driveway and away from the barn.

Many people see God like photo people see
Clyde. They want to be seen with him, but they do not want to climb
aboard and experience His power and strength. They do not want to
wait at the barn as He determines their journey. They want God to
be contained to a moment—to a picture on the mantle, instead of a
journey down the path of life as He pulls the load. I came away
with a much greater appreciation of who Clyde is and how powerful
and graceful he is in motion. Instead of just hoping to have a
photo taken, I was able to see Clyde’s majestic presence and
ability.

Instead of being like those who want a photo
moment with God as they give lip service to His greatness, those
who climb aboard and experience His great power and grace learn the
deep truths of trust, hope and confidence as they learn God is
greater than just a moment. He desires a lifetime of pulling the
load for us and showing us He can handle it.

Thought-provoker: Are you doing more
than having your picture taken beside God in your spiritual walk?
In what areas of your life are you experiencing His power and
strength as you allow Him to carry the load?

Lord, thank You that You are strong enough
to pull the load and I can trust You as You do it.

Amen.







The Registration Papers

 “In Him you
also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the
Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of
His glory.”

Ephesians 1:13-14 NKJV

Adoption. That wonderful word that means a
person, or a horse, becomes part of the family. It means all the
legal rights, and responsibilities, for that person or animal are
now bestowed on the family who chose him/her. Part of the horse
adoption process includes the registration papers.

For horses with registration papers, their
history has been written down. The previous breeder, owners,
locations and even genetic testing are included on those papers.
The new owner then signs and dates the papers, pays the transfer
fee and the papers are then sealed with the new owner’s information
and ownership is officially transferred. Horse owners keep their
registration papers somewhere special. Most I know have a folder or
a file they can readily retrieve if there is ever a question about
ownership. Old owners no longer have a claim on the horse—he/she
belongs to a new owner and the registration papers are proof he/she
belongs to a new family now.

The registration, or adoption, process is a
beautiful picture of God’s redemption of each of us. First of all,
our history is written down—and it is not pretty. We were
previously owned by the world, the flesh and the devil, and they
abused us. Sin and wickedness were their tools; they wore us down
and made our lives miserable. Until someone came along and revealed
the truth to us, we didn’t know any better. But then, a new owner
came along. Jesus loved us so much; He paid the price of our
adoption on the cross, through the grave and into resurrection
power, so our papers are sealed with His blood. He paid the
transfer fee we could not pay ourselves, and now we are His. He
wrote our names in His own special place, the Lamb’s Book of Life
(Revelation 3 & 20) as His proof of adoption. All the legal
rights and responsibilities of our adoption are complete, and our
old owners have no power over us any longer. We are now members of
God’s family and when the old owners show up and try to make a
claim, God shows them the seal of the Holy Spirit on our lives and
tells them they have no right to bother us anymore. Today, our
adoption process is complete and sealed and we are loved by the One
who paid the price.

Thought-provoker: Do you truly live
as an adopted child? Are you grateful for the price He paid and do
you live so others know you are now a part of God’s great
family?

Lord, we are so blessed to be
adopted and sealed members of Your family. Help us to live so
others see we belong to You and are grateful for all You have done
for us.

Amen.







The Impaction

 “Pursue peace
with everyone, and holiness—without it no one will see the Lord.
Make sure that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no
root of bitterness springs up, causing trouble and by it, defiling
many.”

Hebrews 12:14-15 HCSB

Impactions are scary. They develop inside
the horse’s gut over time, unnoticed at first, and then cause
serious medical emergencies. Impactions keep the “bad stuff” from
getting out and cause major pain throughout the system—even
endangering the well-being of the horse.

If a horse owner knows an impaction is
forming, if the horse gives some indication there is a problem,
such as going off feed, drinking too much water, or not enough,
acting listless—any sign that something is wrong—a good owner acts.
The vet is called and a gut-check is done. Oil is given to loosen
things up and allow them to pass. The emergency is averted because
something was done about the impaction. But some impactions are
silent. The horse keeps her normal demeanor, she eats, she sleeps;
she shows no signs of anything abnormal, until it’s too late.
Depending on the severity of the blockage, surgery may even be
necessary to try to save the horse.

Bitterness is a spiritual impaction. It
usually starts as something small, unnoticed at first, but it
continues to grow until it causes a spiritual emergency. Bitterness
harbors the likes of hurt, malice, turmoil and hatred until the
system has been poisoned and the person is overwhelmed. Bitterness
keeps the bad stuff from getting out, and it keeps forgiveness from
getting in to clean out the heart.

When we notice the first signs of
bitterness—those little things like not desiring to spend time
feeding in God’s Word; or not wanting to pray; or becoming listless
in our worship—we need a gut-check. We need to acknowledge the hurt
others may have caused, but we cannot hold onto the revenge, anger,
and other negative feelings that will clog our spiritual system.
The release of bitterness will not come without the oil of
forgiveness. If we act like nothing is wrong, if we ignore the
warning signs that bitterness is taking root in our lives, it will
continue to grow. It will continue to infect our spiritual
well-being, and it will grow into a blockage we will not be able to
keep hidden. Sometimes, it’s a quiet time of prayer and fellowship
that restores us; sometimes, it’s a radical change. Regardless of
what it takes, bitterness must go. Let the All-wise Owner and
Father of your heart give you what you need to let the bitterness
go today—let His loving forgiveness start flowing through you again
and restore what has been blocked.

Thought-provoker: What bitterness is
causing a spiritual impaction in your life today? Will you allow
the Father to apply the oil of forgiveness and start you on your
way to recovery and peace?

Lord, thank You for the oil of forgiveness.
Today, please release the impact of bitterness in my life. Move me
toward freedom and spiritual health.

Amen.







Blondie

 “Then
they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but
the disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw
it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, ‘Let the little
children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the
kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive
the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter
it.’”

Mark 10:13-15 NKJV

We are blessed to have wonderful horse
friends. Our daughter has grown up with a natural love for horses.
She sat on her first pony when she was just four years old. When
she turned eight, our friends invited her to their barn to ride
their horse. Blondie was a gentle palomino mare with big brown eyes
and a big heart. Charity brushed her and got to know her for a
little bit, then Kara saddled her up and hoisted Charity up into
the saddle. As Kara led her around, Charity’s eyes were bright and
her smile lit up her entire face. Kara noticed Charity’s
enthusiasm, and she encouraged her to come and ride again. Charity
did, and gradually Kara taught Charity the skills she needed to
ride Blondie on her own. A bond formed between all three of them as
Kara spent time teaching Charity and Charity learned to trust
Blondie. Blondie understood Charity was young and inexperienced,
and she made Charity learn the skills to ride, but she also
protected Charity as they progressed to riding around the farm and
eventually into the show ring.
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