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The title Imperialism in Turmoil, Socialism in Prospect for this book compiling my selected writings in 2021 is appropriate. We are still in the era of modern imperialism and the world proletarian-socialist revolution, despite previous claims that history has ended with the perpetuity of capitalism, and the death of socialism through the restoration of capitalism in the former Soviet Union, Eastern Europe and China.

The year 2021 is a year of imperialism in turmoil not only in the heartlands of monopoly capitalism but also in their hinterlands, such as the underdeveloped semicolonial and semifeudal countries like the Philippines. The entire world capitalist system is stricken by the grave crises of overproduction and depression, the plunder of the environment, global heating, pandemics and the revival of the threat of nuclear war due to intensified inter-imperialist contradictions.

The perfect storm has clearly come to the Philippines. The Duterte regime has done the worst acts of treason to serve two rival imperialist powers, the US and China. It has taken advantage of both the Covid-19 pandemic and the chronic crisis of an economy dependent on the export of cheap raw materials and cheap labor in order to commit the most scandalous forms of plunder.

Duterte and his coterie of crooks have stolen huge amounts of public funds and foreign loans intended for mass testing, vaccines and medical treatment to combat the pandemic and for economic assistance and relief to those who have lost their jobs and other means of livelihood. Mass poverty, unemployment and inflation have emerged to generate social discontent on an unprecedented scale.

Worst of all, the Duterte regime has used the pandemic to railroad the enactment of the law of state terrorism in the name of anti-terrorism. This has given the widest license for the military, police and paramilitary running dogs of the regime to red-tag, abduct and detain social activists, critics, human rights defenders and advocates of just peace and subject them to intimidation, extortion, torture, indefinite detention and murder.

The main purpose of Duterte in using state terrorism against the Filipino people, revolutionary forces and the legal democratic forces is to suppress opposition to grave and systematic violations of democratic rights and to ensure that he and cronies can freely and wantonly engage in the plunder of the country’s economic and financial resources.

The selfish motive of Duterte in armed counterrevolution is no different from that of his bogus war on illegal drugs. He kills tens of thousands of arbitrarily listed street-level drug users and peddlers and some regional drug lords in order to ensure the monopoly and supremacy of his own crime family and in fact make himself the supreme drug lord in the Philippines with supplies coming from Chinese criminal triads.

Thus, Duterte has increasingly used the years of the pandemic to further block the peace negotiations of the Government of the Republic of the Philippines and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines with his all-out war policy, futile focused military operations, militarization of civilian functions in the reactionary government, military overspending, corruption of the military and emboldening the rise of military fascism through National Task Force-ELCAC and the Anti-Terrorism Council.

The Duterte regime has escalated the conditions of oppression and exploitation of the Filipino people, especially in 2021. He has bankrupted the economy and his own government by engaging in Marcos-type graft-laden infrastructure and other big business projects and by abetting the corruption of the bureaucrat capitalists and the military and police officers at the highest level. The underdeveloped character of the economy has deepened and worsened. The budgetary and trade deficits have widened as never before. The accumulated public debt of ₱5.9 trillion in 2016 has more than doubled to ₱11.9 trillion in 2021.

Unwittingly, Duterte has maintained his role as chief recruiter of the people joining the armed revolution. By his traitorous, tyrannical, genocidal and plundering acts, he has driven the Filipino people to wage the new democratic revolution with a socialist perspective, under the leadership of the proletariat and the Communist Party of the Philippines and through protracted people’s war. Upon the basic completion of the people’s democratic revolution through the seizure of political power from the reactionary classes, the Filipino people can proceed to the stage of socialist revolution.

But Duterte and his fascist agents have used the propaganda machinery of the reactionary government, bribed hacks in the corporate media and troll armies in social media to boast of successes of the military campaigns of suppression and the impending total defeat of the revolution before the middle of 2022. There is a constant barrage of fake news bragging about the destruction of the revolutionary forces several times their previously estimated sizes through surrenders, captures, casualties in battle and bribes under such labels as Enhanced Comprehensive Local Integration Program  (E-CLIP), community support program and barangay development program.

So long as intolerable oppression and exploitation persists in the Philippines, there is no way for any reactionary regime to stop the Communist Party of the Philippines from recruiting and developing cadres and members, the New People’s Army from widening and deepening its mass base, the revolutionary mass organizations from drawing in millions of people from the exploited classes and sectors, the various alliances under the National Democratic Front of the Philippines from reaching many more millions of people and the local organs of political power of the People’s Democratic Government from serving millions of people and gaining their allegiance.

From a purely or mainly militarist viewpoint, Duterte and his armed minions think that when the New People’s Army does not show up in force to fight a decisive engagement in the face of an advancing superior enemy force but retreats, they assume that they have permanently won territory. They forget that even in retreat the NPA deploys sniper teams and land mines. Then it observes the deployment of the enemy force and determines its weak points for harassment or annihilation. And when the enemy tires and retreats, the NPA takes its turn to advance and deliver hard blows.

For the last 53 years, the NPA has been a master of the strategy and tactics of guerrilla warfare, which involves the major tactics of concentration for offensives, shifting to avoid enemy encirclement and dispersal to maintain close relations with the widening and deepening mass base. Being in an archipelagic country with no cross border advantage, the NPA has to be patient at accumulating political and military strength through guerrilla warfare in the strategic defensive stage before realizing regular mobile warfare of companies and battalions in the strategic stalemate and regular warfare of battalions and regiments in the strategic counteroffensive.

It is important to review the events and issues in the Philippines in 2021 because they show to what extent the crisis and turmoil of the semicolonial and semifeudal system has reached and indicate to us what is coming up in 2022. There will be a further aggravation of the crisis and turmoil, especially because Duterte wants to rig the 2022 election in favor of the Marcos-Duterte tandem in order to prevent his arrest on charges of crimes against humanity before the International Criminal Court as well as charges of mass murder and plunder before Philippine courts. There will certainly be gigantic mass resistance if Duterte rigs the elections or cancels them to declare martial law and make himself the caretaker president.

It has become obvious in 2021 that there are limits to what the Duterte regime can do in order to avail of the support of two increasingly conflicting imperialist powers, the US and China. Duterte has been a willing puppet of these two imperialist powers. He has retained the unequal treaties, agreements and arrangements with the US, still the most dominant imperialist power in the Philippines.

On the expectation that he would be able to take $ 24 billion worth of infrastructure projects from China, Duterte has allowed the Chinese construction of artificial islands and military bases in the West Philippine Sea, smuggling of mineral ores to China, Chinese control over the national power grid, cohabitation of China Telcom cell towers and US facilities and personnel in the camps of the puppet armed forces.

He has gained only a small fraction of the loans promised by China and a colossal notoriety for being a traitor and for the sell-out of Philippine sovereign and maritime rights under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and the related 2016 judgment of the Permanent Arbitration Court in favor of the Philippines against China. 

In the meantime, he appears eager to please the US with his vicious campaign of military suppression against the people and revolutionary forces in order to gain more hightech military weapons as grants and purchases for the counterrevolution and to neutralize a part of the Democratic Party of Joe Biden which wants to hold him accountable for human rights violations and to reduce US military assistance.

The Duterte regime continues to get supplies of high tech weapons from the US and its allies abroad. There is another side to the US face against human rights violations. A puppet government like that of the Philippines can invoke “anti-terrorism” to qualify for continuing military supplies from the US under Operation Pacific Eagle-Philippines.

Duterte and his armed minions brag that with US supplies of computer equipment, drones, attack helicopters and bomb-dropping fighter jets they can destroy the armed revolution in the Philippines. But even on the assumption that the NPA has no access to portable rocket-propelled missiles that can counter the aforesaid hightech weapons, the NPA has enough technical know-how in using demolition explosives at ground level, which are more accurate and effective than bombs dropped from the sky.

The Taliban has demonstrated in Afghanistan how from 2001 to 2021 it has undermined and ultimately compelled the US to withdraw from Afghanistan through the dominance of the Taliban forces on the ground and the greater accuracy of rifle fire and explosives at ground level against enemy targets. What Stinger missiles remained from those that had been provided by the US to the mujahidin and Taliban to defeat Soviet social-imperialism were cleverly bought back by the US.

In 2021 we have seen how the US and China have used their respective relations with the Philippines and their Filipino puppets to serve their conflicting interests within the Philippines, in Southeast Asia, the whole East Asia and further afield. These two imperialist powers are the most powerful forces impacting on the Philippines. It remains to be seen how they themselves have fared in their bilateral and over-all relations, from being the closest partners in the policy and practice of neoliberal imperialist globalization for most of the last four decades to an increasingly bitter economic and political rivalry from the second decade of the twentieth century.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, US imperialism became the sole superpower and launched its policy of “ceaseless” wars of aggression to wipe out the previous influence of the Soviet Union in the Balkans and West Asia or the Middle East. These served to favor the profitability of the US military industrial complex but on the whole the wars of aggression did not expand profitable economic territory for the US. Unwittingly, the US has also undermined itself by outsourcing its manufacturing, opening its market, pouring in investments and allowing technology transfer to China .

The US succeeded in using its economic and trade concessions to ensure the robust restoration of capitalism in China in the last four decades but failed to reverse the US strategic decline which had started with the stagflation since the mid-1970s due to the rebound of capitalist industrial economies that had been ruined by World War II. Subsequently, US strategic planners would become increasingly alarmed by the conspicuous economic and military rise of China, its efforts to dominate East Asia and reverse the dominant maritime trade of the West since the 16th century with the Belt and Road Initiative.

The US is now striving to decouple from China and cut down drastically its previous concessions. There are adverse consequences to China, which can restrain and set back its economic and military rise. At the same time, there are no sure signs that the US can reverse its strategic decline. The intensifying inter-imperialist contradictions between the US and China can be mutually damaging to them because the world capitalist system has become more afflicted by the crisis of overproduction cum neoliberalism that has drastically reduced the incomes of the working people and bloated the income of the top one percent of the population.

The addition of two new imperialist powers, China and Russia, to the traditional ones of the US, UK, Germany, Japan, France, Canada and others have brought about an ever worsening general crisis of the world capitalist system. Economic and financial crisis have become more frequent, protracted and worse. Fascism has been rearing its ugly head even in the most developed imperialist countries.

All the fundamental problems of the capitalist system have taken monstrous proportions such as a few hundreds of hundreds of billionaires owning at least 50 percent of the world’s assets, the plunder and ruination of the environment, global heating, pandemics and the growing threat of nuclear war. The imperialist powers and their client states prefer fascist, chauvinist and racist campaigns in a futile attempt lead the people astray.

But the proletariat and people of the world are waging anti-imperialist and democratic mass struggles in the imperialist countries and on a global scale.. There are revolutionary armed struggles persevering in a number of underdeveloped countries. There is growing public resentment against the privatization of public assets in former socialist countries. All these are the prelude to the resurgence of the world proletarian-socialist revolution.

Because of the growing imperialist turmoil in the world capitalist system, socialism is again in clear prospect to the broad masses of the people. In keeping with the title of the book, a significant part of it pertains directly to the theory and practice of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and socialism. This includes my presentations in various webinars in which I have participated in 2021. In confronting problems posed by monopoly capitalism and reaction, 

we must study the historical background, analyze the current concrete conditions and present the socialist solution in the Philippines and in the world.

Jose Maria Sison

Utrecht, Netherlands

December 31, 2021
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Human Rights Violations and Corruption 

of Duterte Regime Drive the People 

to Clamor for Revival of Armed City Partisans
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January 5, 2021

––––––––
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I was a guest in a recent international webinar on the wanton violations of human rights and the rampant use of Oplan Tokhang methods by the military and police minions of the Duterte regime to torture and murder NDFP political consultants, social activists, human rights defenders and indigenous people .

Other speakers and inquirers from the listening public brought up the point that there is a strong public clamor for the revival of the armed city partisan units of the New People’s Army in order to obtain justice for the victims of the fascist brutality of the Duterte tyranny and to punish the most notorious human rights violators and the most corrupt officials of the regime.

I acknowledged the fact that there had been such a strong public clamor since 2016 when the broad masses of the people were offended by the mass murder of suspected street-level users of illegal drugs and by Duterte’s failure to fulfill his promise to amnesty and release all political prisoners and by his declaration of an all-out war policy even before the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations could start in earnest.

Although I acknowledged the public clamor during the webinar, I was careful to state that it is the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Philippines that decides such questions concerning the nationwide revival of the armed city partisans and I referred to the publications of the CPP and the statements of Marco Valbuena, CPP spokesman, that the CPP is really concerned about the brutal extrajudicial killings being done by the military and police under the direction of the chief butcher Duterte.

The CPP and the NPA have published their stand that there is just cause for the revival of armed city partisans to render justice to the victims of the fascist terrorism of the Duterte regime, punish the notorious human rights violators as well as the corrupt officials of the regime and respond promptly to Duterte’s scheme to wipe out all kinds of legal opposition and democratic organizations and to rule as fascist dictator beyond 2022 or else install his own daughter as successor by rigging the 2022 presidential elections if any.

I have also learned from CPP publications that it is just and sound to adopt as major tactics to generate and deploy armed city partisan units not only to punish notorious human rights violators and corrupt government officials but also to disable or destroy major installations in the trunklines of the ruling system as well as major installations of mining, plantation and logging companies in order to compel the reactionary military and police to be on the defensive and reduce the number of enemy forces attacking the guerrilla fronts.

When someone from the listening public asked whether urban insurrectionism will be revived, despite its rejection by the Second Great Rectification Movement, I answered that on the basis of its publications the CPP has no intention of abandoning its strategic line of protracted people’s war which involves accumulating political and armed strength in the countryside and encircling the cities until these become ripe for the overthrow of the reactionary state by a general offensive.

I made the observation that the CPP is trying to realize its announced objective of making the reactionary state bleed from countless wounds inflicted by the tactical offensives of the rural-based forces of the NPA as well as by armed city partisans and demolition teams. But I also think that Duterte himself is doing his best to ruin the ruling system with his acts of treason, tyranny, butchery and corruption.

Even before the CPP, NPA and the people could realize their full revolutionary potential, the Duterte fascist regime has already bankrupted the Philippine economy and his own government and is driving the people to take the road of armed revolution by escalating oppression and exploitation and aggravating the conditions of underdevelopment, unemployment and mass poverty.
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Political and Economic Crisis in the Philippines 

in Relation to Duterte’s Scheme 

of Fascist Dictatorship
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––––––––
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The perfect storm swirls in the Philippines. The political and socioeconomic crisis of the semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system has become extreme and has made the reactionary state and the ruling classes of big compradors, landlords and corrupt bureaucrats once more incapable of ruling in the old bourgeois-democratic way.

Reminiscent of the period of the Marcos fascist dictatorship from 1972 to 1986, once more an incumbent president, an openly brutal and corrupt reactionary politician, is hellbent on imposing a fascist dictatorship on the people.

Taking advantage of his rigging of the 2019 mid-term elections and the Covid-19 pandemic, Duterte has used his compliant Congress to grab emergency powers to steal enormous public funds for himself and his clique, railroad a fascist law of state terrorism and is now pushing charter change in the style of Marcos.

The reemergence of fascism even before charter change and the formal declaration of martial law nationwide through the fascist law of state terrorism manifests the rottenness of the ruling system and its ripeness for revolutionary change.

At present, Duterte stands as the most detestable representative of the ruling system and is exceedingly vulnerable to ouster. Extremely greedy for power and plunder, he has surpassed already in a few years the brutality and other despicable features of the fascist regime of his idol Marcos.

He has a cunning criminal mind, proud of manipulating the reactionary government and law to commit crimes of treason, tyranny, butchery and plunder but is stupid enough not to discern that a fascist dictator like him cannot last long because of his frail health and under current circumstances of rapidly worsening crisis.

Despite the adulation conjured by paid poll surveys and troll armies in the social media, he has already become isolated from the people by escalating his crimes against them and by devastating the Philippine economy and bankrupting his own government.

He uses in vain the revolutionary movement of the people as pretext for seizing absolute power for the purpose of absolute corruption and he overestimates his ability and chances of destroying the revolutionary movement of the people and satisfying further the US and other foreign monopolies in order to retain their support for his fascist scheme.

Recently, his fascist running dogs in the National Task Force-ELCAC have invented the lie that I have ordered the New People’s to deploy armed propaganda teams to punish the worst human rights violators and most corrupt officials in their urban lairs in order to have a pretext for escalating acts of state terrorism in both urban and rural areas

I have repeatedly denied the lie and declared that I am not in any position to make such order ascribed to me. But I acknowledge the fact that the escalating murder of unarmed urban poor and peasants, social activists, critics, human rights activists and other people have generated a public clamor for the people’s army to punish the criminals in authority.

Like the many peace advocates, I look forward to the ouster of the tyrant and fascist Duterte or stepping down in 2022 so that the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations can be resumed if the succeeding regime is willing to negotiate. It has been absolutely clear that Duterte has been responsible for the termination of the peace negotiations.

In trying to enrich his own family, his business cronies and top military minions, Duterte has bankrupted his own government through bureaucratic corruption and military overspending on top of the devastating consequences of the Covid-19 pandemic and the rapidly worsening crisis of both Philippine economy and the world capitalist system.

The global depression, which has been aggravated by the Covid-19 pandemic, has drastically reduced the foreign exchange income from the export of raw materials and semimanufactures and from the remittances of overseas Filipino workers who are now returning to the Philippines by the millions and rejoining the ranks of the socially restive unemployed.

The growing trade and budgetary deficits, the mounting debt burden and heavy debt service payments have constricted the importation of consumer goods upon which the regime has made the underdeveloped Philippines dependent. The scarcity of imported and locally produced consumer goods has begun to generate a spiral of inflation.

Food production has been sabotaged by the Duterte regime by pursuing import liberalization at the expense of the local farmers and allowing the agricultural land to be reduced by landgrabbing and real estate speculation and chemical pollution from mines and monocrop plantations, the typhoons and floods. The Philippines has become the world’s No. 1 rice importer. It has also become a big importer of sugar.

Under the present conditions of rapidly worsening political and socioeconomic crisis, the tyrant Duterte is out of his depths for thinking that his fascist dictatorship would last long like that of Marcos.

The Filipino people are fed up with the brutal and corrupt Duterte regime and are highly desirous of revolutionary change. And the revolutionary party of the proletariat, the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), has proven its strength in leading the revolutionary movement in more than 52 years. It is far stronger than when Marcos started his fascist dictatorship in 1972.

Precisely because of the Marcos fascist dictatorship, the CPP, the New People’s Army (NPA) , the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) , the revolutionary mass organizations, the antifascist alliance and the local organs of political power constituting the people's democratic government grew from small and weak to big and strong by leaps and bounds.

The fascist dictatorship of Duterte will only serve to arouse the people to wage all forms of resistance and will certainly result in the further strengthening and rapid advance of the revolutionary movement not only against such dictatorship but against the entire unjust semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system.
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Duterte Regime Drives the Filipino People 

to Fight for National and Social Liberation
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––––––––
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1. The Duterte regime is hell-bent on using state terrorism under the pretext of anti-terrorism in order to impose fascist dictatorship on the people, prolong his rule beyond the constitutional limit and preserve the unjust semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system. This is a system dominated by foreign monopoly capitalism and run by the local exploiting classes of big compradors, landlords and bureaucrat capitalists to which the Duterte family, business cronies and the bureaucrat and military running dogs belong.

2. In more than four years of tyrannical, brutal and corrupt rule, the Duterte regime is detested by the Filipino people for being a double traitor subservient to both US and Chinese imperialism, selling out sovereign rights and the national patrimony, engaging in the mass murder of so-called drug suspects in the tens of thousands among the urban poor, and at the same time carrying out assassinations against workers, peasants, indigenous people, the intelligentsia, the social activists, peace advocates, NDFP peace consultants, critics and legal oppositionists, while absolving previous plunderers who are his allies and committing the most scandalous crimes of plunder.

3. Those political appointees whom Duterte has touted as the “best and the brightest” have proven to be the worst, most corrupt and most incompetent. Even when they are exposed, they are not made to account for their crimes but are merely reassigned to other lucrative posts. Duterte’s military appointees to the Cabinet whom he has boasted of being the most efficient, “who get things done”, have proven to be even more rapacious and corrupt than the civil bureaucrats. They are the most entrenched in their positions.

4. Duterte has militarized his cabinet and has admitted feeding retired and active military and police generals with money to buy and keep their canine loyalty. These generals in high positions are involved in the most scandalous scams, like the nationwide plunder of natural resources, smuggling of drugs and other contraband, a wide range of rackets involving funds for the “counter-insurgency”, acquisition of local supplies and foreign military equipment, aircraft and naval vessels, malversation of funds for the rehabilitation of Marawi city and for fighting the Covid-19 pandemic, the continuing entry of illegal drugs through customs, the “pastillas” scheme, theft of Php 15 billion in PhilHealth and Php 350 million in the Dolomite and scam and the gross overpricing of Sinovac purchases.

5. Duterte takes advantage of the mercenary tradition of the reactionary military and police as creation of imperialism and the reactionary state, bound to obey the orders of the commander-in chief and prone to being a tool of fascist dictatorship and has succeeded in making the traditionally pro-US reactionary armed forces accept puppetry to both US and Chinese imperialism. The reactionary armed forces have allowed China to violate the sovereign rights of the Philippines over its exclusive economic zone in the West Philippine Sea and build seven military bases there, the construction of China telecom cell towers in AFP military camps and collaborating with China in illegally taking away Philippine top soil and mineral ores from the Philippines.

6. While the crisis of the world capitalist system and the Covid-19 pandemic are wreaking havoc on the Philippine economy, the Duterte regime is making its own major contributions to the economic catastrophe with unbridled corruption and military overspending at the expense of social services and the well-being of the Filipino people. Duterte and his armed minions have undermined their position and exposed their criminal character by actively bankrupting the government and depriving the people of mass testing, economic assistance, vaccination and other vital services.

7. Mining, logging and landgrabbing for export-oriented monocrop plantations, import liberalization and smuggling of rice, meat and other food products have destroyed local food production even before the typhoons and floods came to wreak further destruction of the crops. The scarcity of food supplies is now generating runaway inflation and causing mass hunger on a wide scale. This is certainly rousing the 95 percent of the people to fight the regime. No amount of propaganda by troll armies and paid poll surveys can distract public attention from this fact.

8. The Duterte regime boasts of having an unprecedented amount of international reserves after going on a borrowing spree in the name of fighting the Covid-19 pandemic and the economic slump. In fact, it has exhausted its borrowing capacity for importing both consumer and producer goods, for covering trade and budgetary deficits and for paying the mounting debt service burden. The foreign exchange remittances of overseas Filipino workers have drastically fallen as millions of them have been thrown out of their jobs and have returned home to a prostrate economy more underdeveloped and impoverished than ever before and to the increasing repressiveness and destructiveness of state terrorism.

9. Duterte is using the so-called Anti-Terrorism Law to realize fully his scheme of imposing fascist dictatorship on the people and preempt the prospects of his arrest by the authority of the International Criminal Court for his crimes of human rights violations and by authority of the Philippine courts for crimes of plunder. Thus, he is desperately pursuing charter change. He is enjoying the complicity of his supermajority in Congress who had benefited from his rigging of the 2019 mid-term elections and the compliance of a Supreme Court which is dominated by his appointees.

10. The Duterte regime is trying to dumb down the entire Filipino nation with the stupid rule of guilt by association: “If you criticize the regime, you talk and act like a communist, therefore you must be a communist and also a terrorist.” The regime is using the National Task Force-ELCAC and the Anti-Terrorism Council to escalate Red-tagging, frame up and plant evidence, carry out illegal arrests and detention and commit extrajudicial killings in both urban and rural areas in order to attack the toiling masses of workers and peasants, the intelligentsia, social activists, human rights defenders, peace advocates, critics and oppositionists and intimidate the broad masses of the people.

11. But the targets of the Duterte tyranny and state terrorism are not at all frightened but are enraged and are fighting back with all legal means available. The most threatened targets are being driven by the regime to go underground and proceed further to the road of armed revolution. Thus, Duterte and his butcher cohorts in the military and police are in effect the best recruiters of the people’s army. They seem to forget that it was precisely the Marcos fascist dictatorship that drove so many mass activists to join the CPP and NPA.

12. The escalation of fascist attacks on legal democratic organizations and mass activists in the urban areas is directly related to Duterte’s scheme of using the Anti-Terrorism Law and charter change to allow him or his hand-picked successor to rule beyond 2022. But it is also related to the already proven failure of the reactionary military and police forces to destroy the armed revolutionary movement. They say that they must crackdown on the urban-based democratic forces to stop the flow of workers and educated youth to the CPP and NPA. In fact, the armed revolutionary movement is fast growing due to the rapidly worsening crisis of the ruling system and the escalating conditions of oppression and exploitation.

13. By this time, it is absolutely clear that the strategists and tacticians of guerrilla warfare know how to foil the enemy when he launches concentrated or focused military operations on any piece of territory of the people’s democratic government. The main guerrilla force retreats in the face of an advancing superior enemy force to avoid being encircled but deploys command-detonated land mines, snipers and sabotage teams against the advancing enemy; and then determine the weak points of the enemy force as it sets up a command post and perimeter posts and deploys reconnaissance and intelligence patrols and strike teams.

14. Just when the enemy thinks that he has driven away the people’s army and is comfortably safe, the people’s army can carry out counter-encirclement operations, including ambushes and harassment against the weak and tired enemy troops who are low in supply and morale. They can also strike at enemy detachments on a wider scale, against perimeter posts, against patrols, supply line and even against the command post of the invading force. In any case, the counteroffensive initiatives can be carried out with surprise and with more than sufficient allowance for the guerrilla unit to withdraw to safety. There is no tightly sealed encirclement of any guerrilla front by an enemy force on the typical rough terrain of the Philippines. The enemy camp itself is vulnerable to harassment actions and telling blows that give no rest to the enemy.

15. The focused military operations on a guerrilla front usually lasts anywhere from a few months to one year. There are not enough military and police forces to cover all the more than 100 guerrilla fronts of the NPA at the same time. While focused military operations occur on a certain number of guerrilla fronts within any given period of time, there are many other guerrilla fronts thriving and launching offensives elsewhere. And whenever the focused operations of the enemy cease in any guerrilla front, the withdrawal of the enemy forces becomes the occasion for intensified guerrilla offensives and mass work.

16. In the course of focused military operations or small-unit operations, the reactionary military and police forces engage in behavior that alienate themselves from the people in rural communities. They occupy the barangay halls, schools and clinics. They often make a show of force by abducting, torturing and murdering civilians and bombing fields or firing at wooded areas. They intimidate the people and order them around to serve food and to work for them. To earn credit from headquarters and collect reward money for themselves, the military officers compel the barangay officials to make declarations against the CPP and NPA, assemble and misrepresent them as surrenderers. The people call the reactionary police and military forces “Hapon” for their brutal and criminal behavior, reminiscent of the Japanese fascist troops in World War II.

17. In this brutal and mendacious way, the highest military and police officers in the Duterte terror machine have claimed occupying and dismantling nearly all the guerrilla fronts of the CPP and NPA and destroying the NPA several times over its size through fake surrenders and fake encounters. The reactionary armed forces have grossly underestimated the NPA at only 2000 to 4000 fighters nationwide and yet claim to have killed and forced to surrender at least 12,000 NPA fighters from 2016 to the present. And yet they keep on asking for more tax money for increasing troops, operations and equipment. They expose themselves as liars and racketeers.

18. The morale of the ordinary personnel of the reactionary state army and police has been going down even as their bullying and corrupt officers keep on announcing that they will finish off the armed revolution in a short while. Such officers are running them down with futile operations, putting them in serious danger and yet stealing funds intended for food, clothing and other basic supplies. The criminality and immorality of the Duterte regime and the highest military and police officers go down to the level of field officers. The ordinary troops and police resent that they get only “drinking money” while their officers pocket the money for E-CLIP, fake surrenders, fake casualties in fake encounters and fake development projects.

19. The reactionary armed forces and police are the most important instruments of the Duterte regime in oppressing the people and carrying its scheme of fascist dictatorship. Thus, they are justly most hated by the Filipino people for committing gross and systematic violations of human rights, for wanton corruption at various levels of government and at street level and for being traitors and cowardly in following Duterte’s policy of serving two imperialist powers.  These inter-imperialist contradictions are bound to impact on the local exploiting classes, the reactionary state and on the reactionary armed forces and police and cause serious internal contradictions.

20. It is absolutely clear to the broad masses of the Filipino people that the Duterte regime has terminated the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations for the foulest reasons at the highest level as early as 2017, to satisfy the demand of the US to destroy the armed revolution and Duterte’s own greed for power and wealth, his ambition to realize his own scheme of fascist dictatorship. Thus, the people hold the Duterte regime and its armed minions responsible for refusing to address the roots of the civil war and laying the basis for a just and lasting peace through basic social, economic and political reforms.

21. The highest military and police officers have decided to end the peace negotiations because they have been assured by the US and the Duterte regime that they would have all the equipment through Operation Pacific Eagle-Philippines to destroy the CPP and NPA. The so-called localized peace negotiations have been devised to junk The Hague Joint Declaration as framework for peace negotiations and to carry out purely psywar and intelligence operations against the families of suspected revolutionaries and against the people in general. But the sham of “localized peace talks” has totally failed as a means of deception.  

22. The broad masses of the people accept the fact that GRP-NDFP negotiations are impossible while Duterte and his fascist gang are in power. They know that upon the orders of US President Trump the tyrant Duterte terminated these negotiations through Proclamation No. 360 on November 23, 2017 and designated the CPP and NPA as “terrorist” organizations through Proclamation No. 374 on December 5, 2017. They admire and support their revolutionary forces for intensifying the people’s war against a fascist regime that aggravates the oppressiveness and exploitativeness of the ruling system.

23. There are prospects for the resumption of the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations only if the current tyrannical regime would come to an end and the armed revolutionary movement would gain further strength through intensified struggle. However, there is no guarantee that another ruling clique from the same exploiting classes of the same ruling system will negotiate peace. Moreover, it is well proven that the reactionary classes and their imperialist masters can sabotage or end altogether any peace process if there is no compelling reason for them to negotiate. It is of crucial importance for the Filipino people to strengthen and advance their revolutionary movement self-reliantly as well as in concert with the rising and widening resistance of the peoples of the world against imperialism and all reaction.

24. In the course of the people’s democratic revolution through protracted people’s war, the revolutionary forces have grown in strength and advanced in a comprehensive way. They include the CPP, the NPA, the revolutionary components of the NDFP and the local organs of political power that constitute the People’s Democratic Government. They are indestructible and invincible as they fight for the national and social liberation of the Filipino people. The escalating conditions of oppression and exploitation provide the fertile ground for the growth and eventual total victory of the Philippine revolution. The Philippine revolution enjoys the abundant support of the proletariat and people of the world and strives to support them in the common cause and struggle against imperialism and all reaction.
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Significance and Relevance of the Paris Commune of 1871 to the World Proletarian Revolution
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Address to the International League of Peoples’ Struggle,

March 18, 2021

––––––––
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Dear comrades and friends, I thank the International League of Peoples’ Struggle for inviting me to give the keynote speech at this webinar to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Paris Commune of 1871.

I am honored and delighted to discuss the significance of this great and glorious revolutionary event and its relevance to the world proletarian revolution up to the ongoing anti-imperialist and democratic struggles of the proletariat and the entire people of the world. I am proud that since its founding in 2001 the ILPS has been inspired by the Paris Commune and has contributed greatly to the worldwide anti-imperialist and democratic mass movement.

Again in the revolutionary spirit of the Paris Commune of 1871, I daresay that these current mass struggles are in transition to the great resurgence of the world proletarian revolution from the major setbacks caused by revisionist betrayal of the socialist cause. The proletariat and people can never accept the escalation of their exploitation and oppression.

Imperialism has inflicted neoliberalism, state terrorism, wars of aggression, the threat of nuclear annihilation, global warming and pandemics on the proletariat and the people of the world and has incited them to fight back and advance the revolutionary cause of national liberation, democracy and socialism.

I. Significance of the Paris Commune of 1871

As Chairman of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Philippines, I discussed the significance of the Paris Commune of 1871 on the occasion of its 100th anniversary in 1971. I relied on the best possible summing up and analysis of the great event, The Civil War in France by Karl Marx who monitored the event through various public sources of information and best of all through members of the International Workingmen’s Association (the First International) who were in the Central Committee leading the Paris Commune.

The Paris Commune proved for the first time in the history of mankind that the working class was capable of destroying the bourgeois state machinery as well as replacing it with the state of the working class, a dictatorship over the exploiting classes and a democracy for the erstwhile exploited classes. From March 18 to May 28, 1871, the workers of Paris (who numbered in the hundreds of thousands and who constituted the National Guards) rebelled, dismantled the reactionary army and demonstrated that they could seize political power and govern a new society. 

They resisted the attempts of the French bourgeois reactionaries headed by Thiers to disarm them in compliance with the terms of surrender to the Prussians led by Bismarck who won in the Franco-Prussian War. Upholding the dictatorship of the proletariat, the Communards issued as their first decree the suppression of the standing army of the bourgeoisie and its replacement by the armed people.

The Paris Commune was eventually defeated because it failed to launch promptly an offensive against the reactionary bourgeois government put up by Thiers in Versailles at a time that its army was still weak and disorganized and the Prussians had not yet released the many French army men that they had held as prisoners of war to favor the French bourgeois government. 

To gain time on the Communards and make a deal with Bismarck, Thiers dispatched armed detachments against Paris and at the same time pretended to sue for peace negotiations upon the failure of every armed expedition. Thus, Thiers and Bismarck were eventually able to launch attacks that overpowered the Paris Commune and resulted in the mass murder of 20,000 to 30,000 worker-martyrs.

Marx honored the Paris Commune in the following terms: “Workingmen’s Paris with its Commune will be forever celebrated as the glorious harbinger of a new society. Its exterminators’ history has been already nailed to that eternal pillory from which all the prayers of their priests will not avail to redeem them.” The Paris Commune raised to a new and higher level the glorious struggle of the working class that burst all out all over Europe in 1848.

Consequent to the Paris Commune, Marx and Engels inscribed in the 1872 preface to the Communist Manifesto the following fundamental lesson of decisive importance: “One thing especially proved by the Commune, viz., that ‘the working class cannot simply lay hold of the ready-made state machinery and wield it for its own purposes’...” They saw fit to restate the words that are in single quotation marks from The Civil War in France.

To lead the October Revolution of 1917 to victory, Lenin learned well from the Paris Commune and repudiated the bourgeois parliamentarists, social chauvinists and social pacifists of the Second International. In his State and Revolution, he was emphatic on the lesson from the Paris Commune that the proletariat must smash the bureaucratic-military machinery of the bourgeoisie. Thus, the October Revolution of the Bolsheviks was essentially the destruction of the bourgeois state machine, establishment of the proletarian dictatorship and eventually its consolidation under Stalin.

In consonance with the Paris Commune, Chairman Mao taught us, “Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun.” This is the essence not only of the people’s democratic revolution under the leadership of the proletariat in China but also of all revolutionary struggles waged by the proletariat in the 150 years after the Paris Commune. It is impossible for the proletariat to seize political power without following and realizing the principle of armed revolution.

One more fundamental lesson that the Paris Commune has taught us is that the proletariat must have its revolutionary party to lead the revolution and overthrow the bourgeoisie and for such party to build its strength ideologically, politically and organizationally for the purpose. The revolutionary practice of the Paris Commune showed the need for a central body of leadership to guide the vigorous movement of the revolutionary masses.

The National Guards, the body of armed workers, that seized power in Paris from the bourgeoisie looked up to a Central Committee for leadership. On March 26, the Paris Commune was elected by the workers as a representative body to lead them. Though the International Workingmen’s Association was denounced by the bourgeoisie as responsible for leading the revolt of the workers, it did not carry the preponderant influence among the workers.

Despite the fact that Marx was the leading organizer and spirit of the First International, Marxism had not yet been grasped by the majority of the workers. Blanquism and Proudhonism were acknowledged by the leaders of the Paris Commune as their guide. In practice, however, the Paris Commune debunked the Blanquist school of anarchy and the Proudhonist school of petty-bourgeois socialism and proved the correctness of Marxism.

Contrary to the anarchist tenets of Blanqui, the workers of Paris did not only destroy the bourgeois state machine but established the dictatorship of the proletariat and it was not a mere bunch of intellectuals that made revolutionary triumph possible but the great mass of workers in the course of class struggle. The economic decrees of the Paris Commune found no use for Proudhon’s economic teachings about small cooperatives and had to deal with the facts of large-scale industry.

Learning from the experience of the Paris Commune, Lenin wrote What Is To Be Done? in answer to the need for building the revolutionary party of the proletariat. Tirelessly he built the Bolshevik Party as the advanced detachment of the working class, with Marxism as the guide to action. This party served as the political leader and general staff of the proletariat in the revolution for establishing the dictatorship of the proletariat and building socialism.

In the Chinese revolution, Comrade Mao Zedong built a well-disciplined party armed with the theory of Marxism-Leninism, using the method of criticism and self-criticism and closely linked with the broad masses of the people. This was the core of leadership of the entire Chinese proletariat and the people. It was the leader of the people’s army and of the united front of all revolutionary classes and organizations.

Still one more fundamental lesson that can be learned from the Paris Commune is that the creators of history are the masses. Leaders can sum up and analyze experience and can formulate new tasks only on the basis of the revolutionary mass movement. Genuine leadership can arise, make decisions and act correctly only by relying on the masses and learning from them. “From the masses to the masses” is the correct line that must be followed by the revolutionary party of the proletariat and by its cadres.

At first, Marx warned the Paris workers that any attempt to overthrow the government would be the folly of despair. But when in March 1871, the revolutionary workers of Paris revolted against the bourgeoisie and created the Commune, Marx set the example of a true revolutionary thinker and leader by welcoming the Paris Commune and considering himself a participant. He paid tribute to the revolutionary enthusiasm and initiative of the workers and closely studied their movement for its great worth.

The Paris Commune showed the boundless capacity of the revolutionary masses for creating new things after destroying the bourgeois state machine with their own armed power. They created a new government based on a truly democratic exercise of universal suffrage among the workers. They put up a leadership from their own ranks, working conscientiously and receiving pay equal to that of the worker, with no representation allowances and discretionary funds.

Such a leadership shunned the separation of executive and legislative functions. It was the complete opposite of the parliament, a talking shop of the bourgeoisie and the landlord class and a complete obstacle to social revolution. Any leader was subject to recall by the people. The Paris Commune had the attributes of a true democracy for the proletariat and the people while being at the same time a class dictatorship over the exploiting classes.

The workers of Paris were capable of achieving so much despite the hardship and difficulties of political and economic life in a country defeated in war and in a city besieged not only by the ruffians of Thiers but also by the troops of Bismarck. How much more would the workers have accomplished had they had their own class-conscious party thoroughly instructed on Marxism!

How much more would they have been capable of had they not been prevented from a revolutionary coordination with the workers in other cities and with the peasant masses in the provinces of France. The Paris Commune envisioned a nationwide system of people’s communes with a national delegation seated in Paris.

II. Relevance to the world proletarian revolution

Subsequent to the defeat of the Paris Commune of 1871, especially because of the mass murders inflicted on the workers during the bloody week of March 21 to 28, the international bourgeoisie and its articulators prognosticated that the working class would not dare to rebel again against the bourgeois state. But the heroism and martyrdom of the workers of Paris inspired the workers of so many countries to build socialist and labor parties and movements. The Internationale became their common anthem.

In its better years within the period from 1898 to 1916, the Second International contributed to the building of Marxist parties of workers and making Marxism the main trend in the working class movement in Europe in the last decade of the 19th century despite the revisionism of Bernstein and then Kautsky. In the meantime, as a consequence of repeated crises of overproduction and the relentless accumulation and concentration of private capital, several capitalist countries became monopoly capitalist and ushered in the world era of modern imperialism and the world proletarian revolution towards the end of the 19th century.

In this new era, the world capitalist system became more afflicted by the contradiction between the social character of the forces of production (the proletariat and the means of modern industry) and the private mode of appropriation by the capitalist class and became even more prone to the crisis of overproduction, intensified class struggle and inter-imperialist wars, such as those of World War I and World II in the first half of the 20th century. 

World War I provided the conditions for the working class to seize political power in Russia and build Soviet socialism in one-sixth of the earth where Tsarism once reigned. World War II provided the conditions for communist parties to defeat the forces of fascism and take power and build socialism in China and other countries as well as to lead the national liberation movements in Asia, Africa and Latin America.

By the early 1950s one-third of humankind was governed by communist and workers’ parties. But the US emerged as the strongest imperialist power also as a result of World War II. It launched the Cold War since 1947 and unleashed propaganda campaigns of anti-communism, touting “free enterprise” as the guarantee to democracy. It violently opposed the people’s movements for national liberation, democracy and socialism. It waged wars of aggression in Korea from 1950 to 1953 and in Vietnam and the rest of Indochina from 1955 onward.

The Korean people and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) fought and stalemated US imperialism. And the Vietnamese and the rest of the Indochinese people inflicted on the US its first categorical defeat in 1975. All the while, China was engaged in socialist revolution and construction and stood as a bulwark against US imperialism. From its relative peak of economic and military strength from 1945 to 1975, the US started its strategic decline due to stagflation, military overspending and the economic recovery of capitalist countries devastated during World War II.

But in the Soviet Union, where Stalin had directed the postwar reconstruction of the socialist economy and had broken the nuclear monopoly of the US, modern revisionism had risen to power and totally negated Stalin in 1956 in order to overthrow the state of the working class and allow the bourgeoisie and the factors of capitalism to grow within socialist society. It pushed bourgeois reformism and pacifism under Khrushchov and then social-imperialism under Brezhnev.

The Communist Party of China (CPC) opposed the modern revisionist line of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) in the international communist and workers’ movement. It also opposed within China the blatant Rightists as well as the home-grown and Soviet-influenced revisionists. It prevailed over a number of anti-socialist elements before, during and after the Great Leap Forward but some persisted in power.

Recognizing the crucial importance of upholding Marxist-Leninist theory and practice, Mao carried out the socialist education movement from 1962 to 1966 to cleanse the Party and the socialist state of Rightism and revisionism ideologically, politically, economically and organizationally. But this did not suffice. And thus the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (GPCR) was carried out from 1966 to 1976 on the theory and practice of continuing revolution under proletarian dictatorship through cultural revolution in order to combat revisionism, prevent capitalist restoration and consolidate socialism.

At the 100th anniversary of the Paris Commune on 1971, the GPCR shone brilliantly as the peak of the world proletarian revolution. But it would go through twists and turns and ups and down. The Rightists or revisionists increasingly succeeded to combine with the Centrists against the Left behind the apparent victory of the GPCR while Mao was alive. But soon after his death in 1976, the capitalist roaders led by Deng Xiaoping successfully carried out a counterrevolutionary coup against the proletarian revolutionaries and the socialist state of the working class.

The Dengist counterrevolution declared the GPCR as a complete catastrophe and carried out the restoration of capitalism in China through capitalist reforms and opening up to the US and world capitalist system. After suppressing the mass protests against inflation and corruption at Tien An Men in Beijing and in scores of other cities in China in 1989, Deng and his political stooges pleaded for more economic concessions from the US and became even more determined to strengthen capitalism in China as an integral part of the world capitalist system.

By 1991 the Soviet Union collapsed and its satellite revisionist-ruled states in Eastern Europe disintegrated. The bourgeoisie took full control of all the countries in the Soviet bloc. The communist parties influenced by Soviet modern revisionism all disintegrated. So did those communist parties which became confused by the anti-GPCR position of the Chinese party and state. US imperialism emerged as winner of the Cold War and became the sole superpower. And its ideologues and publicists proclaimed the death of socialism and the end of history with the supposed permanence of capitalism and liberal democracy.

US imperialism gloated over the full restoration of capitalism in China, Russia and the entire former Soviet bloc. It was unmindful of the fact that China and Russia were two large capitalist countries that could exacerbate inter-imperialist contradictions and worsen the crisis of the world capitalist system. It became preoccupied with the objective of subordinating China to US economic expansion under the neoliberal policy of imperialist globalization and subjecting Russia to the neoconservative policy of using the full spectrum of US power to expand NATO and undo the vestiges of Soviet power and influence in Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the Middle East.

Thus, the US itself aggravated the conditions for accelerating its own strategic decline through its economic, trade and technological concessions that enabled China to grow economically and militarily and undermine US economic hegemony and through the “endless wars” to counter Russia that cost $ 6 trillion in so short a period of time. The US has conspicuously lost its sole superpower status since the financial meltdown of 2008 and the ceaseless worsening of the economic and political crisis of the world capitalist system until now.

US imperialism adopted neoliberalism to overcome the problem of stagflation. But it never solved the crisis of overproduction which had been the root cause of stagflation. The increased production by the military-industrial complex was profitable within the US economy and from sales of war materiel to the oil-producing countries. But it was counterproductive and unprofitable as the US wars of aggression failed to expand a stable economic territory for US imperialism abroad.

We see today the growing turbulence in the world capitalist system. All major contradictions in the world capitalist system are intensifying, such as those between labor and capital; those between the imperialist powers and the oppressed peoples and nations; those between the imperialist powers and states that assert national independence and the socialist cause; and those among the imperialist powers themselves.

The intensification of contradictions between labor and capital within the traditional and relatively new imperialist countries is due to the worsening crisis of overproduction relative to the drastically reduced income of the working people in the entire world capitalist system. The workers have become restless and rebellious due to unemployment, low income, rising prices of basic commodities, austerity measures, the curtailment of their democratic rights and the rise of chauvinism, racism and fascism. 

Among the imperialist powers, the US and China have emerged as the two main contenders in the struggle for a redivision of the world. Each tries to have its own alliance with other imperialist powers. The traditional alliance of the US, Europe and Japan is still operative in such multilateral agencies as the IMF, World Bank and WTO and in NATO and other military alliances. Ranged against the traditional imperialist powers are China and Russia which have broadened their alliance in BRICS, Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), BRICS Development Bank, the Belt and Road Initiative and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Fund. 

The imperialist powers engage in a struggle for a redivision of the world but so far they have not directly warred on each other to acquire or expand their sources of cheap labor and raw materials, markets, fields of investment and spheres of influence. They have developed the neocolonial ways and means of shifting the burden of crisis to the underdeveloped countries. They are afraid of any direct war between imperialist powers because they are afraid of mutual destruction with their own nuclear weapons of mass destruction. They give vent to their aggressiveness by waging wars against underdeveloped countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America.

They make the oppressed peoples and nations of the underdeveloped countries the main source of superprofits through a higher rate of exploitation. They make them suffer the main brunt of the recurrent and worsening economic and financial crisis of the world capitalist system. Even as they are now increasingly protectionist, they continue the policy of neoliberal globalization at the expense of others. To suppress the people’s resistance to oppression and exploitation, they provide their client-states with the means of state terrorism and fascist rule by the bureaucratic comprador bourgeoisie. They also use their respective client-states for proxy wars and counterrevolutionary wars for maintaining their economic territory or for redividing the world.

Despite their attempts to shift the burden of crisis to the oppressed peoples and nations, the imperialist powers are driven to extract higher profits from their own working class under the neoliberal policy regime. To suppress the resistance of the proletariat and people to oppression and exploitation in both the developed and underdeveloped countries, they have enacted so-called anti-terrorist laws and are increasingly prone to the use of state terrorism and to sponsor fascist organizations and movements for countering the growing revolutionary movement of the proletariat.

There are anti-imperialist governments like the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), Cuba, Vietnam, Venezuela and Syria that effectively assert national independence and the socialist cause. They enjoy the support of the people, stand up against US imperialism and take advantage of the contradictions among the imperialist powers in order to counter sanctions, military blockade and aggression. The people and revolutionary forces led by the proletariat can strengthen themselves in the course of their just struggles.

III. Transition to the resurgence of world proletarian revolution

Since 2019, we have seen the unprecedented rise and spread of gigantic anti-imperialist and democratic mass protests, joined by millions of people and occurring in all the six continents and in both the developed and underdeveloped countries. These are the resistance of the broad masses of the people to the extreme exploitativeness and bankruptcy of the neoliberal policy of imperialist globalization and to the escalation of state terrorism and wars of aggression.

I am deeply gratified that the International League of Peoples’ Struggle has contributed greatly to the development of the anti-imperialist and democratic mass movement since 2001. The mass protests of 2019 flowed from earlier ones as a result of the persistent stagnation and depression of the world capitalist economy and outrageous failure of the leaders and experts of the imperialist powers and the taskmasters of the client states to solve the economic crisis and avert political crisis.

The Covid-19 pandemic and the lockdowns and other efforts of the authorities to discourage the mass protests failed to diminish and dampen these in 2020. Instead the pandemic has served to expose the extreme anti-social character and consequences of neoliberalism and rouse the broad masses of the people to rise up against their loss of jobs and incomes, deprivation of social services, the bailouts and stimulus packages for the big bourgeoisie, the escalation of repressive measures and the promotion of fascism in the name of anti-terrorism. It is expected that the mass protests will intensify and spread further in 2021 and thereafter.

Clearly, the world capitalist system and the domestic ruling systems are in a grave and deepgoing crisis. The imperialist powers and their puppet states fail more than ever in the old way. The worldwide anti-imperialist and democratic mass struggles signify the transition to the resurgence of the world proletarian revolution. The revolutionary spirit of the Paris Commune of 1871 is once more calling for the further rise of the oppressed and exploited masses and the revolutionary parties of the proletariat against imperialism and all reactionary classes

The massive and sustained mass protests in various countries of Europe, North America, Oceania, Latin America, Asia and Africa bring to the surface the deep-seated detestation of the people for the extreme oppression and exploitation that they are suffering. The proletariat and people of the world are fighting back.

The starting points or inciting moments for the mass protests have been concrete issues of wide variability but they always rise up to the level of condemning imperialism and all reaction and demanding revolutionary change of system. The upsurge of anti-imperialist and democratic mass struggles shows that we are definitely in transition to the resurgence of the world proletarian revolution.

The broad masses of the people are rising up against the worst forms of imperialist oppression and exploitation, such as neoliberalism, austerity measures, gender discrimination, racism, oppression of indigenous peoples, fascism, wars of aggression and environmental destruction. The wanton plunder of the natural resources by monopoly capitalism threatens the very life of humankind with global warming and pandemics even as the danger of nuclear annihilation persists, especially because the imperialist powers are whipping up fascism.

In the last 50 years, we have seen how imperialism, neocolonialism, modern revisionism, neoliberalism, fascism and neoconservatism attack and put down the proletariat and people of the world. Now, the people are resisting as never before and generating new revolutionary forces, including parties of the proletariat and mass organizations that are guided by Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. These will ultimately result in the spread of armed revolutionary movements and the rise of socialist states and people’s democracies with a socialist perspective.

While the imperialist powers and their reactionary stooges all over the world are using all kinds of counterrevolutionary violence to suppress the mass protests, there are the reformists and opportunists who claim that these are leaderless and spontaneous and would soon subside upon the peaceful democratization of the rotten ruling systems of the exploiting classes. But already there are Marxist-Leninist-Maoist parties and groups striving to develop themselves as revolutionary parties of the proletariat and to build the armed revolutionary organization for seizing political power under the inspiration of the Paris Commune of 1871 and succeeding armed revolutions.

The Filipino people and their revolutionary forces have persevered in the new democratic revolution through protracted people’s war and with a socialist perspective in the last more than 50 years. Thus, they are now in the front line of the ongoing anti-imperialist and democratic mass struggles and they are making major contributions in the transition to the resurgence of the world proletarian revolution.

Ever loyal to the just revolutionary cause of the proletariat and people, they have waged revolutionary struggle resolutely and militantly and have fought fiercely against the counterrevolutionary campaigns of suppression by the enemy. They have been inspired by the revolutionary spirit of the Paris Commune of 1871 and by all succeeding struggles for national liberation and socialism in the world and are more than ever determined to contribute to the resurgence of the world proletarian revolution.

They take pride in being referred to as one of the torch bearers of the anti-imperialist struggles of the peoples of the world and the world proletarian revolution. Their revolutionary will and fighting spirit are more than ever higher as their revolutionary struggles are now in concert with the resurgent mass struggles of the proletariat and people on a global scale. We foresee that in the next fifty years the crisis-stricken world capitalist system will continue to break down and give way to the rise of anti-imperialist, democratic and socialist states and societies.
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Anti-communist Campaign of State Terrorism 

Necessitates Intensified Resistance by the People
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March 28, 2021

––––––––
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Dear comrades and friends, as author of the book Upsurge of People's Resistance in the Philippines and the World, I wish to welcome all who are participating in this book launch and thank the renowned personages who have agreed to review the book.

Having expressed myself so much in the book, I have been asked by the organizers of this book launch to talk at some length about the New People’s Army (NPA) by way of celebrating its 52nd founding anniversary tomorrow. Thus, I have decided to discuss Duterte’s vow to destroy the NPA and consider why he will certainly fail to realize his objective. His anti-communist campaign of state terrorism cannot destroy the NPA but necessitates the intensified resistance by the people and the NPA.

Duterte’s peace pretense and war obsession

Even before becoming president, Duterte tried in vain to hoodwink the Filipino nation and even the revolutionary movement that he wanted to be the first “Left” and “socialist” president and that he would bring about peace by negotiating with the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) I order to form a coalition government.

But from the beginning of his rule, Duterte was already hellbent on conducting an all-out war policy against the revolutionary movement and the people under the guise of letting the reactionary armed forces continue his predecessor’s Oplan Bayanihan.

The NDFP noticed that Duterte had no intention of fulfilling his promise to amnesty and release all political prisoners even as he tried in vain to prejudice the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations by appointing certain progressive individuals as “representatives” of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP). The CPP rebuffed Duterte’s shallow ploy but nonetheless he appointed said individuals on the basis of their own personal merits of integrity and competence.

The NDFP had an accurate evaluation of Duterte as a puppet of US and Chinese business interests and as an agent of plunderers like the Marcoses and Arroyos but continued to respond positively to the calls of a broad range of peace advocates and was ever ready to engage in peace negotiations with the Duterte regime if only to let it unfold publicly what really is its position on the question of a just peace within the framework of The Hague Joint Declaration of the GRP-NDFP.

Even while the four rounds of peace negotiations were going on, the reactionary armed forces and police of Duterte were attacking the forces of the NPA and at the same time Duterte was frequently complaining to the press against the NPA’s acts of self-defense and misrepresenting these as offensive acts. But he never properly presented his complaints to the Joint Monitoring Committee under the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL) like the NDFP was doing.

As early as September 2016, patriotic and democratic mass organizations were already complaining that the Duterte regime was acting contrary to Duterte’s promises of making certain basic social and economic reforms and the amnesty and amnesty and release of all political prisoners. The CPP issued on December 26, 2016 a statement criticizing Duterte’s unfulfilled promises and his manifest adherence to the US-dictated neoliberal economic policy and all-out war policy.

In January 2017, Duterte launched his own strategic plan of anti-communist military suppression which he called Oplan Kapayapaan and from month to month he took an increasingly belligerent attitude towards the revolutionary movement until he issued Proclamation No. 360 to terminate the peace negotiations on November 23 , 2017 and then Proclamation No. 374 to designate the CPP and the NPA as “terrorist” organizations om December 5, 2017.

All the while the Duterte regime was acting according to US orders to trick and attack the revolutionary forces in exchange for US military assistance under Operation Pacific Eagle-Philippines beyond US congressional oversight related to human rights. Duterte himself took this as beneficial to his own scheme of fascist dictatorship to carry out a policy of state terrorism against the CPP, NPA and the entire revolutionary movement.

It became obvious that Duterte never had any serious and sincere intention to negotiate a just peace with the NDFP. Since then, Duterte had been announcing that he could destroy the CPP and the NPA from year to year, trying to appear strong and brave but trying to obscure the fact that he was in fact failing to destroy the NPA. Just like his reactionary predecessors from Marcos onward, Duterte is already a proven failure after trying in vain for five years to destroy the armed revolution by sheer military force.

The certain failure of Duterte’s war objective

As his regime enters the last year of his presidential term, the tyrant Duterte boasts of being confident of being able to destroy the CPP and the NPA, especially after railroading the law of state terrorism and further concentrating resources on the military and police. But he cannot destroy the armed revolution. Instead, he is unwittingly favoring growth in strength and advance of the armed revolutionary movement because of his brutal campaign to preserve the ruling system and aggravate such basic problems of the people as foreign monopoly capitalism, domestic feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism.

In a semicolonial and semifeudal country like the Philippines, the worsening conditions of chronic crisis and extreme exploitation and oppression of the toiling masses of workers and peasants are favorable for the growth in strength of the CPP, NPA and other revolutionary forces in the people’s war. The bankruptcy of the neoliberal economic policy and the rapidly worsening crisis of overproduction and depression in the world capitalist system, especially since 2008, has squeezed the Philippine economy.

During his presidency, Duterte has aggravated the chronic crisis of the ruling system and the exploitation and oppression of the people. He has been subservient to foreign monopoly capitalism by keeping the Philippines underdeveloped and impoverished by its dependency on the export of raw materials, semimanufactures and laboring men and women; and on very onerous foreign loans to cover the ever widening trade and budgetary deficits.

He has no idea of developing the Philippine economy beyond “pork barrel” economics, using increased domestic taxation and foreign borrowing to engage in infrastructure-building projects. Worst of all, corruption has wrought havoc on the Philippine economy with the graft-laden infrastructure projects, military overspending and runaway imports of food and basic commodities and luxury manufactures.

From time to time Duterte has pretended to be forging an independent foreign policy. But he has merely succeeded in proving himself a traitor and a puppet of two imperialist masters. He assures the US of retaining its dominant position in the Philippines. And he has conceded to China the sovereign and maritime rights of the Filipino people over the West Philippine Sea and has given to China the license to plunder the natural resources in the various islands of the Philippines in exchange for a promised loan of $ 24 billion at extremely onerous terms.

He is tyrannical and genocidal. He has framed up his political opponents in order to imprison or kill them. He has ordered the abduction and murder of NDFP consultants who are supposed to be under the protection of the Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity Guarantees. He has openly ordered the mass murder of so many people to tout himself as a strong man and to intimidate the broad masses of the people. His armed minions have murdered more than 33,000 poor people who are arbitrarily listed as drug suspects and now he has extended the policy and method  of Tokhang mass murder to those who are tagged as “communists” and “terrorists”.

He pretends to be against the illegal drug trade. But in fact he has made himself the supreme drug lord. Thus, the smuggling and trading of illegal drugs have escalated in collaboration with Chinese criminal syndicates. He pretends to be against corruption. But he has allowed his own family and his military and bureaucrat cronies to plunder the public treasury and economy; and has absolved his plundering predecessors and allies, especially the Marcoses and the Arroyos, of their crimes.

Since early last year, he has allowed the Covid-19 pandemic to spread in the Philippines, by welcoming more than 500,000 Chinese casino gamblers and tourists to enter the country from January to March last year. And he has used the pandemic as an opportunity to rob the people of promised funds for mass testing, medical care and economic assistance and to incur further massive foreign loans and raise the total public debt to an even more unsustainable level.

The Duterte regime is justly detested by the people. And yet, Duterte wants to perpetuate his rule by pushing charter change or by rigging the 2022 presidential elections to elect his hand-picked successor. The opposition has to pay attention to the fact that Duterte can easily rig the vote count as he did in 2019. Duterte conjures the false illusion of being popular by using public money to generate propaganda idolizing him and demonizing the opposition, the critics, social activists, human rights defenders and the various mass organizations and institutions.

Military overspending and corruption to carry out state terrorism and promote fascism in the name of the anti-communist campaign of military suppression has long backfired since the very started. The broad masses of the people are aware that the Duterte and favorite generals have pocketed huge amounts of public money by over-funding fake localized peace talks, fake surrenders, fake E-CLIP rewards, fake triad operations, fake community support and fake development projects.

Conditions are favorable for armed revolution

The rapidly worsening crisis conditions in the Philippines have come to the point that the broad masses of the people are outraged and are crying out for justice, freedom, ouster of the regime and system change against tyranny and treason, the widespread loss of jobs, homes and land, mass poverty and hunger, inflation of the prices of basic commodities, corruption at every level of officialdom and the brutality of the reactionary military and police.

Under the current circumstances, the CPP, NPA and other revolutionary forces of the people are thriving as they did during the Marcos fascist dictatorship. The longer Duterte stays in power, the more the ruling system weakens and the more the revolutionary movement gains strength and scores greater victories. The broad masses of the people desire revolutionary change against US imperialist domination and the local exploiting classes of big compradors, landlords and bureaucrat capitalists.

The CPP is gaining prestige and strength in leading the armed revolution being carried out by the NPA and the masses. It upholds Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, as the correct theoretical guide to action, pursues the general political line of new democratic revolution with a socialist perspective and directs the strategic line of waging protracted people’s war by encircling the cities from the countryside to accumulate strength until  conditions ripen for the strategic offensive to knockout the counterrevolutionary state power in the cities.

In sharp contrast to the Duterte program of treason, tyranny, state terrorism, mass murder, plunder and mass intimidation and deception, the CPP, the NPA and the entire revolutionary movement of the Filipino people are fighting for full national independence and people’s democracy, social justice, economic development through genuine land reform and national industrialization, a patriotic, scientific and mass culture and anti-imperialist solidarity and peace among all peoples of the world.
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Keynote Speech to the Conference to Celebrate the NDFP 48th Anniversary
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April 24, 2021
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Dear compatriots and friends, I wish to thank my Filipino compatriots in the National Democratic Front of the Philippines(NDFP) and the Friends of the Filipino People in Struggle/ Friends of the NDFP for inviting me to serve as the keynote speaker in the celebration of the NDFP 48th anniversary celebration.

I wish to speak on the important role of the NDFP in the Filipino people’s struggle for national liberation and democracy since its founding on April 24, 1973. In the process, I shall cite the NDFP’s struggles, sacrifices and achievements.

The NDFP’s most important role in the democratic revolution is to arouse, organize and mobilize the broad masses of Filipino people in their tens of millions and to seek international solidarity, support and cooperation. For the purpose, it encompasses 18 allied organizations representing all patriotic and progressive classes and sectors of Philippine society belonging to various political tendencies, ethno-linguistic communities and religious beliefs.

The allied organizations include the Communist Party of the Philippines, New People’s Army, Revolutionary Council of Trade Unions, Katipunan ng mga Samahang Manggagawa Pambansang Katipunan ng Magbubukid, Malayang Kilusan ng Bagong Kababaihan, Kabataang Makabayan, Katipunan ng Gurong Makabayan, Makabayang Samahan Pangkalusugan. Liga ng Agham para sa Bayan, Lupon ng Manananggol para sa Bayan, Artista at Manunulat para sa Sambayanan, Makabayang Kawaning Pilipino, Artista at Manunulat para sa Sambayanan, Makabayang Kawaning Pilipino, Revolutionary Organization of Overseas Filipinos and their Families, Christians for National Liberation, Cordillera People's Democratic Front, Moro Resistance and Liberation Organization and Revolutionary Organization of Lumads.

The NDFP has been successful at promoting and building the revolutionary organs of political power at the grassroots and higher levels, expanding and consolidating all its allied organizations, broadening the national united front against every unjust regime, carrying out diplomatic and solidarity relations and raising resources for the advance of the people’s democratic revolution.

The NDFP was conceived, born, developed and tempered in the crucible of the struggle against the US-supported Marcos fascist dictatorship. It worked hard to fight, isolate and defeat the dictatorship and made sacrifices, including martyrdom and imprisonment of many of its adherents. Ultimately, it played a decisive role in the overthrow of the fascist dictatorship in 1986. 

Thereafter, it has responded positively to every serious expression of every post-Marcos regime to engage in peace negotiations. But always in the interest of a just peace, it has rebuffed and opposed every attempt to make the revolutionary forces capitulate and let the enemies of the people reign without resistance.

During the time of Ramos, the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations succeeded in forging the Hague Joint Declaration of 1992, which set forth the aim and purpose of addressing the roots of the armed conflict through basic economic, social and political reforms and provided the substantive agenda and methods of negotiating and making the necessary agreements.

More than ten important agreements have been made, including the Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity Guarantees (JASIG) and the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL), the first of the four items in the substantive agenda.

The negotiations have been long drawn because every post-Marcos regime has used them for only the first six months or so of their terms of office to consolidate their political positions. Uniformly, they have cited the pro-US and anti-communist military officers of the reactionary armed forces as the obstacle to the progress of the peace negotiations.

In the case of the current regime, Duterte exposed its bad faith in peace negotiations by adopting and stepping up its all-out war policy against the revolutionary movement, by committing atrocities and blaming them on the CPP and NPA and failing to fulfill Duterte’s promise to amnesty and release all political prisoners.

The Duterte regime allowed its pro-US and anti-communist retired and active military officers to sabotage the peace negotiations exactly when these were going relatively fast in the making of the Comprehensive Agreement on Social and Economic Reforms (CASER).

Following the order of the US President Trump, the puppet Duterte issued Proclamation 360 to terminate the peace negotiations on November 23, 2017 and Proclamation 374 to misrepresent the CPP and NPA as “terrorists” on December 5, 2017. Further, he formed the National Task Force to End Communist Armed Conflict (NTF-ELCAC) in 2018. 

Worst of all, he signed the Anti-Terror Law of 2020 for the brazen purpose of state terrorism. He has used red-tagging in order to pave the way for the arbitrary arrest, torture and murder of social activists, critics, oppositionists, human rights defenders and even the NDFP peace consultants who are entitled to the protection of the JASIG.

Duterte has terminated the peace negotiations in order to scapegoat the CPP and NPA and cite them as pretext for engaging in state terrorism and perpetuating his traitorous, tyrannical, mass murdering, plundering and swindling rule. He openly worships and emulates the toxic memory of the fascist dictator.

He hopes to do better than Marcos in trying to destroy the revolutionary movement when in fact the chronic crisis of the semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system has become far worse than during the time of Marcos, due to the catastrophic consequences of neoliberalism, bureaucratic corruption and military overspending. The crisis is further aggravated by the Covid-19 pandemic.

The revolutionary strength of the CPP, NPA and the NDFP and other revolutionary forces of the people has become greater than ever before. Thus, Duterte and all his armed minions present themselves as fools by threatening every year to destroy the NPA and in effect admitting their failure to do so in the previous year, despite the most terrible forms of brutality and extortion inflicted on the people.

The ground for the people’s democratic revolution through protracted people’s war will remain fertile so long as foreign monopoly capitalism, domestic feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism persist. These are the root causes of the armed revolution which will persevere until it wins total victory and usher in the socialist revolution. 

The Duterte regime is practically in the final year of its legal term. But it is trying to stay in power, with Duterte as fascist dictator or with his handpicked successor who will continue his tyrannical rule. In these circumstances, the NDFP is again playing a major role in bringing about the broadest possible united front to fight, isolate and overthrow the Duterte tyranny.  

Upon the advent of a relatively patriotic and democratic government, the NDFP will continue to be open to peace negotiations in accordance with the mandate from its 18 allied organizations. It is but logical to expect that the armed revolution will further intensify if Duterte or his surrogate manages to stay in power or if another rabid anti-communist regime takes over and pursues the same counter-revolutionary policies like those of Duterte.

The NDFP can be relied upon to do whatever it must do in order to advance towards a just peace of national independence, genuine democracy, economic development through land reform and national industrialization, social justice, cultural progress and international solidarity with all peoples of the world. In any case, the NDFP will always need the support of the Filipino people and the peoples of the world.

The Filipino people and the NDFP are confident that the new democratic revolution will ever win greater victories in the Philippines as the crisis of the domestic ruling system worsens and compels them to fight back and as the world capitalist system worsens and the peoples of the world rise up and wage mass struggles against imperialism and all reaction. Thank you.
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Dear friends, I thank the Pluto Press and Prof. Immanuel Ness for inviting me to speak on his book, Organizing Insurgency: Workers’ Movements in the Global South. I convey warmest greetings of solidarity to all participating in this event.

I congratulate Prof. Ness for making a major critique of the neoliberal dogma that the capitalist class is the creator of social wealth and that by all means the bourgeois state must enable the capitalist class to accelerate the accumulation and concentration of capital by: pressing down wages and maximizing the extraction of surplus value, undermining trade union and other democratic rights, eroding job security and social benefits hard won by the workers, increasing tax cutbacks for the benefit of corporations, privatizing profitable public assets, liberalizing trade and investments, deregulating the abuse of labor, children, women and the environment and denationalizing the economies of the global South.

By examining and analyzing the practice and consequences of neoliberal capitalism in the global South, Prof. Ness exposes the massive transfer of wealth from the workers to the capitalists, the super-exploitation of the urban and rural proletariat, the widening inequality between the capitalist class and the working people and the rapid impoverishment of the latter. He points out that the urban and rural workers of the global South carry the world on their shoulders.

He debunks completely the notion that under the neoliberal rule of unbridled greed the monopoly corporations can bring about the high tide that lifts both the big ships and small boats or the overflow of wealth at the tip of the pyramid would trickle down to the rest of society. 

In his book Prof. Ness points out that the global North takes advantage of the less developed economies of the global South (which has 84 percent of the world’s population) and engages in super-exploitation by taking their export of cheap raw materials and cheap labor in exchange for higher-priced manufactured imports as well as by developing global supply chains whereby the value of the primary commodities and semimanufactures is transferred to the global North.

But even then the monopoly bourgeoisie undermines itself in its own home grounds by outsourcing manufacturing, producing mainly the bigger items for higher profits and financializing the economy. The long term consequence for the working class in the global North is the reduction of employment and income and the increased frequency of rounds of the crisis of overproduction.

In general terms, the workers in the global North are better off than those in the South. But their respective levels of working and living conditions keep on going down and deteriorating. They are losing jobs and earning less. Even the middle class is decreasing significantly. The monopoly bourgeoisie notices that even the cheaper consumer goods from the global supply chains strung out in the South are no longer enough to compensate for the increasing loss of jobs in the North.

Organizing Insurgency: Workers’ Movements in the Global South is excellent at focusing on the working class in the global South and exposing the terrible consequences of neoliberal globalization. It debunks the notion that neoliberal globalization has resulted in the urbanization and development of the global South by simply pointing out that urban populations have indeed increased but the rural populations have also increased at a faster rate as the breeding ground for cheap labor, the reserve army of labor and the footloose workers commuting between the rural and urban areas. Moreover, urban poor settlements more squalid than the rural communities have arisen due to the migration of the semiproletariat or seasonal odd jobbers from the rural areas.

The urban and rural workers of the global South suffer the main brunt of the worsened conditions of exploitation and oppression under the neoliberal policy of imperialist globalization. The multinational corporations do not care about the well-balanced development of any client-economy. They invest only in the projects or enterprises from which they can get the highest and quickest possible profits by using cheap raw materials and cheap labor and by simply trading what are produced abroad. 

Prof. Ness presents three case studies to show how the multinational corporations and the local big compradors, landlords and bureaucrat capitalists engage in the super-exploitation and impoverishment of the working people in the global South, particularly the primitive steel manufacturing for the global consumer market in Wazirpur, India; the system of agricultural commodity production for the global North in Mindanao, Philippines and the corporate restructuring,  labor brokering, and working-class mobilization in post-apartheid South Africa. 

Prof. Ness debunks the claim of certain Indian economists and Western observers that the Indian working class is well-trained and skilled in modern production techniques. He avers that, despite the fact that there are high-technology centres in India, the Indian workforce is predominantly semi-proletarian and agrarian. Most of the industrial activity is at a primitive or crude level under extreme conditions of poverty, both in the rural countryside and in the major urban centres. The working and living conditions of workers in Delhi’s Wazirpur Industrial Area are reminiscent of Dickensian nineteenth-century England.

The industrial zone uses workers at extremely low wages and under dangerous conditions to produce the stainless steel kitchen utensils and tableware goods for the global commodity supply chains. Thus, it is no surprise that the steelworkers have engaged in continuous struggles for two decades. Despite tremendous odds, the informal sector workers engage persistently in mass actions against the employers, with the support of resolute and militant support of a political organization of the workers.

Prof. Ness correctly describes the Philippine economy as a country dependent on the extraction of mineral resources, agricultural commodities, and on migrant  labor for the global supply chain. It is at the bottom of this chain. It has not developed an industrial sector capable of producing machine tools, basic metals and basic chemicals. The production of bananas, pineapples, mangoes, and other exotic tropical fruits is done in big plantations in Mindanao that are owned and operated by a combination of MNCs, big compradors, landlords and bureaucrat capitalists. Among the biggest agri-corporations are Dole, Del Monte, Fyffes, Sumitomo and Tadeco.

The plantation workers have no job tenure and are grossly underpaid. They are hired by labor contractors or brokers who are agents of the plantation owners, masquerade as leaders of rural workers’ cooperatives to which the plantation workers pay membership dues. These so-called cooperatives are mere replications of the old cabo system of recruiting farm workers for haciendas. The Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU) has done excellent work in arousing, organizing and mobilizing the plantations workers to fight for their political and economic rights and interests.

Prof. Ness points out that in post-apartheid South Africa 90 percent of the people remain in poverty and destitution, suffering from economic and social inequality despite the grant of political equality in the abstract. Thus, in the 2010s workers in the mining industry carried out strikes and struggled against the corrupt National Union of Mineworkers and the ruling African National Congress (ANC) and Tripartite Alliance which reinforced inequality. The April 2012 Marikana Massacre exposed the Tripartite Alliance Government as the instrument of the economic interests of the white minority, black compradors and multinational corporations at the expense of the South African black majority.

The National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa (NUMSA) broke with the ANC and then was expelled from the Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU). NUMSA represented the urban manufacturing workers and opposed he Tripartite Alliance and helped in the formation of the United Front of community organizations, the South African Federation of Trade Unions, and the South African Revolutionary Workers Party to mobilize the black working class.

While NUMSA has stood for political opposition, social transformation, nationalization of strategic industries, redistribution and collectivization of lands, and the end of economic imperialism by foreign multinationals, workers have engaged in autonomous struggles against employers who have pushed workers into the subcontracting system in the informal economy. The Casual Workers Advice Office (CWAO) established unions among the growing number of workers recruited by  labor contractors and brokers, and the workers in small and dispersed factories.

I appreciate Prof. Ness’ calling attention to the growing significance of informal sector workers in urban settlements and agrarian regions to global supply chains, and to the need for  labor mobilization and political struggles in these crucial geographic zones of the world. He stresses the significance of robust political organization in consolidating the gains of grass roots struggles and the practical potential in advancing effective struggles that may contribute to egalitarian social transformation.

I commend Prof. Ness for laying the basis and calling for organizing the insurgency of the workers. He gives due credit to the history and achievements of the proletarian revolutionary parties and socialist societies of the Soviet Union and China before they were undermined by modern revisionism and succumbed to capitalist restoration.

Definitely the workers must rise by building the trade unions, related social organizations, the workers’ party and the political movements of the working class. And may I stress that there ought to be a revolutionary party of the proletariat guided by the theory of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and determined to carry out all possible and necessary forms of struggle towards national liberation, democracy and socialism.

The insurgency of the working class in the global South is of decisive importance to encouraging the workers of the global North to rise up and to make their contributions to the resurgence of the world proletarian-socialist revolution. All workers of the world and oppressed peoples and nations must unite and fight to reverse the setbacks of the socialist cause as a result of the concatenation and combinations of imperialist plunder, state terrorism, wars of aggression, anti-communism, social democratic reformism, neocolonialism, modern revisionism and neoliberalism.

Neoliberal capitalism has been dominant for more than four decades already but is definitely unravelling, especially since the financial crash of 2008 and the consequent protracted crisis and depression of global capitalism. This has sharpened inter-imperialist contradictions, especially between the US and China which were previously the main partners of neoliberal globalization. At the same time, the proletariat and people of the world are intensifying and expanding the anti-imperialist and democratic mass struggles of the proletariat and the oppressed people and nations. These struggles are the harbinger for the resurgence of the world proletarian-socialist revolution.
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Dear comrades and friends, I welcome all participants to this web launch of the Spanish edition of Philippine Society and Revolution. I thank Francisco Luis for the translation of the entire book, Templando el Acero for the publication of the book, Paloma Polo and Venceremos for the organization of this presentation. Also to Malcolm Guy and the International League of People's Struggle for their technical assistance. It is a great honor for me to be with all of you and to talk about the current situation of the revolutionary movement in the Philippines.

Philippine society remains semicolonial and semifeudal. It is afflicted by foreign monopoly capitalism, domestic feudalism and bureaucratic capitalism. It is dominated mainly by US imperialism, with the new imperialist power China trying to take over the West Philippine Sea. The basic exploiting classes are the comprador big bourgeoisie and the landlord class. The exploited classes are the proletariat and the peasantry. And the intermediate social strata are the middle bourgeoisie and the urban petty bourgeoisie.

Philippine society is in chronic crisis. It has rapidly worsened under the neoliberal political regime. The socioeconomic and political crisis has become so severe that it has resulted in the escalation of conditions of oppression and exploitation and the resurgence of Marcos-type state terrorism under the present Duterte regime. This regime seeks to destroy the revolutionary movement. But its blatant crimes of treason, tyranny, mass killings and plunder are inciting the people to revolt and join the revolutionary movement.

The Communist Party of the Philippines

Since its re-establishment on December 26, 1968 under the theoretical guidance of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, the Communist Party of the Philippines has proved its effectiveness as a revolutionary party of the proletariat leading the new democratic revolution of the Filipino people with a socialist perspective. It has succeeded in building itself ideologically, politically and organizationally and overcoming all the strategic campaign of military suppression from the time of the Marcos fascist dictatorship to the present.

The CPP has developed central and lower leading organs capable of applying the theory of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism to the concrete conditions of Philippine society and in the practice of Philippine revolution. Theoretical and political education courses are conducted at the basic, intermediate and advanced levels for all Party cadres and members to raise the level of their revolutionary education at the pace of which they are collectively and individually capable.

The basic course ensures understanding of Philippine history, present circumstances, class struggle and revolution. The intermediate course involves the comparative study of the Philippine revolution with other major revolutions in the world. The advanced course involves the study of classical and current works of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism in philosophy, political economy, social science, strategy and tactics, the international communist movement and anti-imperialist solidarity of all peoples and nations of the world.

The CPP has put forward the general line of people's democratic revolution with a socialist perspective and the general strategic line of protracted people's war of encircling the cities from the countryside. While considering and developing itself as the leading force of the Philippine revolution and instrument of the Filipino proletariat and people, it is also determined to wield and develop the New People's Army as the embodiment of the worker-peasant alliance and as the weapon to defeat the enemy and seize political power; and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines as the instrument to realize and accelerate the unity of the broad masses of the people in millions against the enemy.

The CPP has drawn its cadres and members from the revolutionary mass movement, from the various types of mass organizations and institutions, from the urban and rural communities, from the different places and lines of work, from the people's army and from the revolutionary organs of political power that constitute the people's democratic government. As a result, the Party has increased its membership from a few tens in 1968 to tens of thousands today and exists in all provinces of the Philippines.

The CPP is guided by the principle of democratic centralism. This means centralized leadership on the basis of democracy. The CPP has a nationwide system of organization that is deeply rooted among the toiling masses of workers and peasants. It has leadership bodies at the central, inter-regional, regional, provincial, district, municipal and village levels. And it is at the head and center of the New People's Army in the guerrilla bases and zones. It is the leading component in the local organs of political power.

The New People's Army

The New People's Army carries out the main task of revolutionary armed struggle, which is people's war, to overthrow the semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system and enable the emergence of the people's democratic republic of the Philippines under the leadership of the proletariat. The NPA follows the strategic line of encircling the cities from the countryside to build up armed and political strength prior to the seizure of political power at the national level in the cities.

The probable stages of protracted people's war are strategic defensive, strategic stalemate and strategic offensive. The NPA is now in the stage of strategic defensive within which the NPA makes use of the countryside as the wide area for maneuver, harnesses the support of the peasantry and the rural proletariat. The NPA is now waging extensive and intense guerrilla warfare and launching tactical offensives with various units, including teams, squads, platoons and companies.

The NPA is determined to build up its weapons and its platoons and companies, bleed the enemy by thousands of wounds and shift the balance of forces towards maturing strategic defensive and pave the way for strategic balance in which the NPA will conduct frequent tactical offensives by companies and battalions to further upset the balance of forces. The goal is to build the battalions and regiments for the seizure of cities nationwide in the strategic offensive.

The NPA now operates in all rural regions and 74 of the 81 provinces in the Philippines. It has more than 110 guerrilla fronts, consisting of guerrilla bases and guerrilla zones. It uses the main tactics of concentration, dispersal and shifting. It conducts a warfare fluid movement to thwart and defeat the enemy's so-called intelligence-focused military operation campaigns. The enemy's military, police and paramilitary forces are hated as instruments of oppression and butchery by the broad masses of the people and do not have the numerical strength to cover more than 10 percent of the Philippine archipelago at any given time.

The people's war is integrated with the agrarian revolution to win the broad and deep support of the peasantry and the rural proletariat. The agrarian revolution consists of the sequence of the minimum and maximum agrarian reform programs, depending on the strength of the mass movement, the CPP and the NPA. The minimum program consists of the reduction of rents, the control of interest rates and the elimination of usury, the increase of agricultural wages, the improvement of farm-gate prices of agricultural products and the increase of production in agriculture and side occupation through rudimentary forms of cooperation among the peasants. The maximum program is the confiscation of land from landlords and land-grabbing corporations and the free distribution of land to peasants and farm workers.

The people's war is also integrated with mass base building under the leadership of the CPP and with the help of the NPA. Mass organizations of workers, peasants, youth, women, cultural activists and children are built. Local organs of political power are also built. They are formed along the line of the antifeudal united front, with the party of the proletariat relying mainly on the poor peasants and farm workers, winning over the middle peasants, neutralizing the rich peasants, exploiting the contradictions between the enlightened and despotic landlords and striking the main blow against the despotic landlords.

The local organs of political power constitute the people’s democratic government and are responsible for administration, land reform, production, social services, defense, conflict resolution among the people, disaster relief and environmental protection. NPA troops, numbering in the thousands, are supplemented by reserve and auxiliary forces such as people's militia units, whose members number in the tens of thousands (at least one platoon in every village), and self-defense units of mass organizations (except children under 18), whose members number in the hundreds of thousands.

Under the leadership of the CPP, the NPA has its own politico-military education and training program to constantly raise the fighting spirit and skills of Red commanders and fighters. NPA units are educated and trained to perform combat tasks, mass work, propaganda, production and people's militia organizing and training under the local organs of political power and self-defense units of the various mass organizations.

The National Democratic Front of the Philippines

The National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) is the most consolidated formal organization to carry out the national united front policy of the CPP. It follows and carries out the revolutionary class line of developing the basic alliance of the proletariat and peasantry, winning over the urban petty bourgeoisie and middle bourgeoisie, exploiting the contradictions between the parties and factions of the reactionary classes of big compradors, landlords and bureaucrat capitalists and uniting the nation against foreign monopoly capitalism.

The NDFP has 18 allied organizations: CPP, NPA, Revolutionary Council of Trade Unions, Katipunan ng mga Samahang Manggagawa (trade unions), Makabayang Kawaning Pilipino (government employees), Pambansang Katipunan ng Magbubukid (peasants), Malayang Kilusan ng Bagong Kababaihan (women) , Kabataang Makabayan (youth) , Katipunan ng Gurong Makabayan (teachers), Makabayang Samahan Pangkalusugan (health workers), Liga ng Agham para sa Bayan (scientists and technologists) , Artista at Manunulat para sa Sambayanan (artists and writers), Lupon ng Manananggol para sa Bayan (lawyers), Christians for National Liberation, Cordillera People's Democratic Front, Moro Resistance and Liberation Organization, Revolutionary Organization of Lumads (Mindanao tribes) and Revolutionary Organization of Overseas Filipinos and their Families.

The NDFP is a broad united front of patriotic and progressive organizations. But within each class or sector, it pursues united front politics. It carries out all forms of struggle in order to arouse, organize and mobilize the broad masses of the people in the millions to unite and support the people's democratic revolution through protracted people's war. The main form of struggle it promotes is armed struggle and it strives to develop the basic alliance of the proletariat and peasantry and win over the middle social strata. But it also promotes and participates in peace negotiations to propagate the program of people's democratic revolution and demand social, economic and political reforms as the basis for a just and lasting peace.

The NDFP closely observes the contradictions between the parties and factions of the reactionary classes of big compradors, landlords and bureaucratic capitalists to determine the enemy to fight at any given moment and to develop the broad united front against that enemy among the local reactionaries. The NDFP also closely observes the economic, political and military interventions of the US and other imperialist powers in order to unite the people against them and keep them vigilant against the probable and ultimate ongoing civil war which may turn into a war of national liberation. This will occur in the event of foreign aggression by US imperialism or any other imperialist power.

The NDFP promotes the organization of Filipinos abroad in order to unite and mobilize them in support of the people's democratic revolution in their homeland. It carries out solidarity work along anti-imperialist and democratic lines, informing and encouraging foreign organizations and personalities to support the Philippine revolution, cooperate with the organization of Filipinos abroad and develop collaborative relations with progressive or revolutionary organizations in the Philippines.

The NDFP maintains diplomatic and proto-diplomatic relations. It maintains relations with friendly, anti-imperialist and progressive governments, as well as with governments that have assisted in the conduct of peace negotiations between the GRP and the NDFP abroad. The NDFP's work in developing proto-diplomatic and diplomatic relations aims to immediately inform the international community about the Philippine situation and the Philippine revolution and win international support for the revolutionary movement.

Prospects of the Philippine revolution

The US imperialists and their rabid puppets have long wanted to destroy the revolutionary movement in the Philippines, especially since the founding of the NPA under the leadership of the CPP in 1969. But the Filipino people, especially the working masses, have not only preserved their revolutionary forces, but have strengthened them throughout the country decade after decade, thwarting the 14 years of Marcos' fascist dictatorship and every US-designed strategic military suppression campaign unleashed by every puppet president from Marcos to Duterte.

The CPP and the entire revolutionary movement have prevailed in the face of the suppression and mass deception campaigns of US imperialism and local reactionaries, as well as over the setbacks inflicted on the socialist cause and the national liberation movement by modern revisionism and by the neoliberal policies, state terrorism and wars of aggression launched by the US and other imperialist powers. The most important and decisive factor for the advance of the Philippine revolution from victory to victory is the self-reliant implementation of the correct line of people's democratic revolution through protracted people's war under the leadership of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism.

The chronic crisis of the semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system continues to worsen rapidly, inflicting extreme conditions of oppression and exploitation on the people and driving the broad masses of the people to join or support the revolutionary movement. The resurgence of open terror regime like that of the Marcos fascist dictatorship, in the form of tyranny and state terrorism, of the Duterte regime demonstrates the decadent and moribund character of the ruling system.

The Filipino people are confident of prevailing over all campaigns of counterrevolution and advancing the new democratic revolution towards the goal of socialism. The revolutionary forces are further strengthened on the basis of their long experience and accumulation of knowledge and skills in waging people's war. They are also favored by the rapid aggravation of the crisis of the domestic ruling system in the Philippines and of world capitalism. The latter is currently characterized by the accelerated strategic decline of US imperialism and the sharpening of contradictions among the imperialist powers, especially between the US and China.

The collapse of the Soviet Union and the restoration of capitalism in the former socialist countries due to revisionist betrayal has led to the emergence of two great imperialist powers, Russia and China, in addition to the traditional imperialist powers led by US imperialism and has also led to the rapid worsening of the crisis of world capitalism and the sharpening of inter-imperialist contradictions. The US and China used to be close partners in the propagation and implementation of neoliberalism. Now, they have become bitter political rivals and economic competitors.

The continuing rise of anti-imperialist and democratic mass struggles worldwide against neoliberalism, fascism and wars of aggression is the consequence of the worsening crisis of world capitalism, the intolerable conditions of oppression and exploitation and the growing inability of the imperialist powers to stabilize their own system. The broadening and intensification of the anti-imperialist and democratic mass struggles are the prelude to the upsurge of the world proletarian revolution.
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Red Rising Cordilleras, the novel of Rudy D. Liporada, has for its panoramic background the entire Cordilleras, including Baguio City, the villages of Cordillera, the resource-rich valleys and heights, the fluid field of the people’s war conducted by the New People’s Army under the leadership of the Communist Party of the Philippines.

The people of the Cordilleras are fortunate because of their natural riches but these are at the same time the cause of their misfortune when foreign aggressors like Spanish colonialism and US imperialism and the Filipino reactionaries covet and grab such riches for their own profit.

By their own resistance, the Igorot tribes of the Cordilleras overcame their differences to unite against Spanish colonialism and prevent it from grabbing all the gold mines. They joined up with the Filipino revolutionaries of 1896, including the Ilocanos and Tagalogs to put an end to Spanish colonialism.

But US imperialism interrupted the revolution by unleashing its war of conquest. It came to the Cordilleras with troops trained in massacring Indians and using far superior military forces to grab the gold mines and other natural riches and to deploy the American religious missionaries and the primary public school system.

The historical period of the novel is specifically the years of Marcos rule, before and after the 1972 declaration of martial law, under the semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system.

The novel draws life and intensity from the social and personal conflicts arising from the brutal Marcos regime and its scheme to put up a mega-hydroelectric dam project in collaboration with the World Bank in order to sweep away the homes, farms, hunting grounds and burial grounds of the Igorot tribes to benefit the exploiting classes beyond the Cordilleras.

The village of Chidlawan becomes the initial focus of attention in the novel as it brings together Pangat Lakay Sam-ang, his granddaughter Lumayang who has just returned from her studies in the city and the new incoming parish priest Fr. Carlo Paterno. 

As a student in the city, Lumayang has become connected to the national democratic revolution and to the New People’s Army expanding in the Cordilleras. She is tasked to facilitate the entry of the New People’s Army to her village and she is suspicious of the Catholic priest Fr. Carlo as a clerico-fascist.

The novelist uses a series of surprise twists in an ironic manner to keep his reader riveted to the book. In the first of surprise twists, Fr. Carlo proves himself a devoted priest and servant to his parishioners and ultimately wins the heart of Lumayang after proving himself in confronting and outwitting the military officer of an enemy team in search of the NPA.

Fr. Carlo is the first of three young Baguio City friends to be in the countryside of the Cordilleras to be with the people even if at first in the service of his God. The two other friends are Noel Altamonte and Julius Madrigal. The novel interweaves the trajectories of their lives and connect them to the rising of the people of the Cordilleras and the struggle of the NPA.

Noel is the son of a successful and well-to-do doctor of medicine. He drives his own car and is happy-go-lucky but becomes a Kabataang Makabayan activist and revolutionary against the wishes of his well-to-do parents. Julius Madrigal is a cadet of the Philippine military Academy and is bound to become a commissioned officer of the reactionary armed forces.

After the proclamation of martial law in 1972, Noel Altamonte and his wife Lina are compelled to join the NPA and do mass work in the countryside. But after sometime he decides to return to the city due to his physical difficulties and due to the pregnancy of his wife which he thinks would be better taken care of in the city. 

He falls into the trap set by his own uncle Captain George Altamonte who arrests him and Lina and proves incapable of protecting them from the orders of General Tobias to torture them. Noel withstands the torture for a while until he sees his wife abused by the military torturers and decides to collaborate with the enemy.

Lt. Julius Madrigal is assigned by his superiors to take charge of the arrest and safehouse detention and torture of a leader of the revolutionary movement, Jose Saludo, his former beauty queen wife Lilian Gomez and a woman companion. After the escape of Saludo from the safehouse and the rape and murder of the two women, by his sergeant subordinate, Julius is scapegoated by his superiors, charged  and imprisoned as the rapist-murderer.

While in prison, he is eventually contacted by his friend Fr. Carlo through Sister Aurencia to join the NPA and escape from prison. By this time, Carlo has become the NPA leader Aline after being tagged by the enemy as communist cooperating with the NPA. Embittered by the false charges of his superiors, Julius agrees to join the NPA and escape from prison. Before the escape, he receives revolutionary education from a fellow political prisoner Arnulfo.

The novelist uses the conversion of Julius to being a revolutionary and NPA commander to show how the correct strategic and tactics of the people’s war have led to the expansion of the NPA from Central Luzon to other regions. Liporada also uses the dream of Julius as literary device to depict him as the biblical Joshua teaming up with Carlo as Moses against the Ethiopians and then the Egyptians.

After escaping from prison with other comrades, Julius reunites with his friends Carlo and Noel in the countryside. He assumes the nom de guerre Paulo. He uses to the advantage of the NPA his knowledge of the enemy’s strategy and tactics.  The three friends work together well in the revolutionary movement until the return of Noel and Lina to the city. As a result of Noel’s capture, torture and betrayal, the enemy succeeds in encircling the camp of Carlo and Julius.

The enemy military officer Julius dies as a revolutionary martyr by diving on a grenade thrown by the enemy in order to save Carlo and others. The novel ends with vengeance exacted against the revolutionary turned renegade Noel by armed city partisans in the garb of two nuns, one of whom is Sister Aurencia who is Julius’ beloved.

Noel is depicted as the example of the upper petty bourgeoisie who loves the comforts and fun of belonging to a well-to-do family, becomes a KM activist and makes the effort to become a revolutionary but breaks at some point because he cannot stand the rigors of struggle, torture and the threat of death.

I commend the novelist for reflecting and putting life into the revolutionary struggle of the Igorots, the NPA in the countryside and the Kabataang Makabayan and the social and personal circumstances and peculiarities of the characters. His characterizations are credible because they are concrete and probable.

I also commend the language and style of Liporada. He uses poetic language in describing the natural landscape of the Cordilleras. At the same time, he commands the pace of his narrative by using the crispy prose of Hemingway and the journalist.

He is also fond of ending a chapter with a short sentence to imply or indicate the outcome of a previous narration of events. Only a master storyteller can use such a device. A lesser writer would make a long explication.

The novel is excellent material for a film filled with overwhelming landscapes and dramatic figures in dramatic situations of life-and-death, social and personal conflicts and romances such as those of Carlo and Lumayang, Julius and Aurencia and even of the ill-fated Noel and Lina. 

I recommend that you read, enjoy and learn from the book first before you expect to watch an audio-visual version of it. There is already a movie script of the novel and deserves the attention of a serious producer. It is best to take hold of the book now, savor its full substance and style and thereafter brace up for the film to be produced in due time.
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Duterte Delivers Dismal and Disjointed SONA  to Mark the Final Year of his Term of Office
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For being dismal and disjointed, the final state of the nation address (SONA) of Duterte fittingly marks the beginning of the ignominious end of his rule. It has been overshadowed by the mass protests of the Filipino people in the Philippines and abroad and likewise by the gold medal victory of the woman weight lifter Hildilyn Diaz in the Olympics. She has been widely honored as an inspiring achiever in contrast to Duterte, especially because she was previously maligned as a drug addict and listed in a so-called matrix of personalities who wanted to oust Duterte from power.

Duterte’s SONA has disgusted the broad masses of the Filipino people because it does not show any remorse for the gross crimes of treason, tyranny, mass murder, plunder and mass deception that he has committed and does not show any concern for the people’s suffering the escalating conditions of oppression and exploitation, including unemployment, inflation and mass poverty, due to his aggravation of the chronic crisis of the semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system.

He does not discuss either his traitorous sell-out to China of Philippine sovereign and maritime rights in the West Philippine Sea or his continuing dependence on the US for military advice and supplies against the revolutionary movement of the Filipino people. He does not answer the growing mass protests against his tyranny, the extrajudicial killing of thousands of people as a way of giving rewards to military and police officers, allowing the plunder of the economy and environment by foreign and domestic corporations, the corruption of high bureaucrats and generals and the use of mass intimidation and mass deception.

He blames the Covid-19 pandemic for the failure of what he describes as the brilliant programs and excellent work of his economic managers. But even before the pandemic, he had already plunged the country and his own government into a deep economic and financial crisis because of the neoliberal policy regime of unbridled greed, the extraction of superprofits by foreign monopoly firms, bureaucratic corruption and military overspending.

He opposed the program of genuine land reform and national industrialization proposed by the National Democratic Front of the Philippines for economic and social development of the Philippines. And he thought that it was more beneficial for himself to engage in graft-laden pork barrel projects to perpetuate dependence on the export of raw materials and cheap labor and the import of foreign manufactures.

He also considered it cheaper to terminate the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations in 2017 and to engage in all-out war and military overspending. In fact, he used the sequence of the bogus war on illegal drugs and the increasingly brutal campaign against the revolutionary movement as a way of corrupting and making the military and police generals his criminal accomplices in his drive to gain absolute power and impose state terrorism on the Filipino people.

It is convenient for him to blame the pandemic for the grave economic and social crisis. But it was he who allowed the pandemic to spread in the Philippines by letting more than 500,000 Chinese tourists and casino players enter the Philippines from December 2019 to March 2020. And then he used the pandemic as pretext for the congressional appropriation of hundreds of billions of pesos and raising the public debt by at least two trillion pesos supposedly for mass testing, health treatment and vaccines and economic assistance to those who have lost their jobs and livelihoods.

But he rechanneled the public funds and loans to his own private pocket in collaboration with his favorite generals whom he had put in charge of the national task force to fight the pandemic. Worse, he has used the pandemic to railroad the Anti-Terror Act in order to unleash state terrorism in the name of anti-communism and anti-terrorism. He is now systematically using this state terrorism to aggrandize the Duterte dynasty and its subalterns and to realize fully his ambition to impose a fascist dictatorship on the people.

In his SONA, Duterte mentions in passing his promises and prevaricates by claiming to have realised these, such as provision of adequate food and housing, environmental preservation, and respect for the culture, free college education to everyone, universal health care, fighting drugs, criminality and corruption, development of infrastructure and free irrigation and subsidies to the farmers.

And he claims to have accomplished all these by colliding and tangling with his fellow oligarchs. In fact, Duterte has been conniving with the biggest and worst of the oligarchs like the Marcoses, Arroyos, Estradas and Enrile in keeping them out of prison and in continuing to plunder the country. At the same time, Duterte makes sure that he is the big lion by taking the biggest share.

He still harps on the line of fighting illegal drugs despite the fact the people know too well that he has used his bogus war on drugs to make himself the supreme drug lord in the Philippines and his own crime family dominant in the drug trade in combination with the Davao and Cebu-based Chinese criminal syndicates. That is why he has focused on killing the poor and not the drug lords whom he has intimidated to follow him as the supreme lord.

And of course he claims to have succeeded at weakening the armed revolutionary movement and reducing it to near destruction. He gives patently false figures like 17,000 NPA fighters have surrendered and 15 NPA guerrilla fronts have been dismantled. The timely articles of Marco Valbuena and myself expose these lies. In fact the armed revolution has become far stronger because of the gross crimes of Duterte and the rapidly worsening economic and political crisis of the ruling system.

He pretends to lick the boots of his own armed minions by heaping praises on them, reminding them of how he has raised their salaries and pensions above those of public school teachers, health workers and other employees of the state and assuring them of legal protection from prosecution together with him before the International Criminal Court. And he cannot help talking like a criminal gang lord by calling on them to kindly shoot the communists dead and make him happy.

At the site of the SONA, Duterte was videorecorded wobbling and tottering as in many other previous occasions. There is the possibility that Duterte will die from any of his multiple illnesses before the ICC can serve a warrant of arrest on him. If Duterte stays alive and yet the ICC cannot arrest and try him, the armed revolutionary movement and so many families and communities that he has victimized with death, dispossession and destruction will be running and gunning after him and the worst of his criminal accomplices.
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I am happy to join the International Coordinating Committee, the commissions, the regional coordinating committees, the national chapters and all the members-organizations of the International League of Peoples’ Struggle (ILPS) in celebrating its 20th founding anniversary. I am proud to have been the Chairman of the International Initiative Committee that prepared for its founding from 1998 onward and founded it through the First International Assembly in Zutphen, Netherlands on May 25-27, 2001.

Historic and current significance of the ILPS

Since then, the ILPS has become the largest, most articulate, most reliable and most militant mass formation of its kind in the world. It has been constituted as an anti-imperialist and democratic alliance of mass organizations. As an alliance, it is not subordinate to any political party, government or religious authorities. It affords equality to all member organizations and strives to realize the unity, cooperation and coordination of anti-imperialist and democratic struggles throughout the world.

As a result of revolutionary determination, hard work and militant mass struggles the ILPS has scored great achievements in promoting, supporting and developing the anti-imperialist and democratic struggles of the peoples of the world, including the workers, peasants, women, youth, professionals and other sectors of society against the ideological, political, military, economic, social and cultural domination and attacks of imperialism and reaction.

The ILPS has succeeded in exposing and opposing the oppressive and exploitative policies and acts of the imperialist and puppet states, the multinational companies and imperialist-dominated international agencies, such as the IMF, World Bank and WTO, and the multilateral and bilateral military and other alliances of the imperialist powers aimed at oppressing and exploiting the peoples of the world.

The significance and achievements of the ILPS are best appreciated when seen in historical context. The ILPS was founded under circumstances when US imperialism was enjoying the status of sole superpower and winner of the Cold War and was boasting of the perpetuity of monopoly capitalism and the death of the socialist cause after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. The US proclaimed a new world order and made it a point to aggress against Iraq, break up Yugoslavia and expand NATO to the borders of Russia.

The fluid situation was the consequence of the historic concatenation of the Cold War, the US wars of aggression, neocolonialism, neoliberalism and worst of all the betrayal of the socialist cause by modern revisionism in both the Soviet Union and China. But of course monopoly capitalism could never escape the laws of its motion, the worsening crisis of overproduction in the world capitalist system, the bursting of the high tech bubble in finance, the 9-11 pretext of the US for a “perpetual war” of terror in the name of anti-communism and anti-terrorism, the US and NATO wars of aggression in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya and elsewhere and the rising resistance of the peoples of the world.

The full restoration of capitalism in the Soviet Union and China and their addition to the circle of imperialist powers have resulted in the intensification of contradictions among the imperialist powers, between the imperialist powers and the oppressed peoples and nations in the undeveloped countries and between monopoly capital and labor in the developed countries. All these contradictions would intensify during the first two decades of the 21st century, coinciding with the existence of the ILPS. 

They have coincided with the founding and growth of the ILPS. They have constantly required the International Coordinating Committee, the commissions, the regional coordinating committees, country chapters and member-organizations of the ILPS to pay attention to the current and long-running issues of oppression and exploitation, speak up, act on them and strive to mobilize the people against their oppressors and exploiters.

Concerns

To make sure that it attends to and acts on all the major issues that affect the people, the ILPS has listed in its Charter the 20 concerns that its member-organizations and the leading organs at every level must be aware of and must be ready to stand and fight for. The concerns are the following:

1. The cause of national liberation, democracy and social liberation against imperialism and all reaction;

2. Socioeconomic development for oppressed and exploited countries and nations and social equity for all working people;

3. Human rights in the civil, political, economic, social and cultural fields against state violence, national oppression, class exploitation and oppression, gender oppression, fascism, casteism, racism and religious bigotry; and justice and indemnification for the victims of illegal arrest and detention (especially political prisoners), violations of due process, torture, extra-judicial executions, disappearances, mass displacement, and other blatant forms of human rights violations;

4. The cause of just peace and struggles against wars of counterrevolution and aggression and against nuclear, biological, chemical, missile and other weapons of mass destruction;

5. Promotion of trade union and other democratic rights of the working class, improvement of wage and living conditions against all forms of intensifying exploitation of labor and the destruction of working class organizations in their pursuit of the historic mission of fighting for social liberation;

6. Agrarian reform and rights of peasants, farm workers and fisherfolk against feudal, semifeudal and capitalist exploitation and oppression;

7. The cause of women’s liberation and rights against all forms of sexual discrimination, exploitation and violence;

8. Rights of the youth to education and employment;

10. Rights of indigenous peoples, national minorities, and nationalities for self-determination and decolonization against discrimination, racism, and national oppression by imperialism and local reaction;

11. The struggle of teachers, and other education workers against imperialism and for an alternative future;

12. The right of the people to health and the rights of health workers;

13. Science and technology for peoples’ development;

14. Arts and culture and free flow of information in the service of the people and the rights of artists, creative writers, journalists and other cultural workers against imperialist and reactionary propaganda and oppression;

15. The rights and welfare of the diaspora, refugees and migrant workers displaced by imperialism and local reactionaries;

16. Rights of elderly and other differently-abled people to a life of dignity and secure existence;

17. Rights of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people against discrimination, intolerance, homophobia, and transphobia;

18. The rights of homeless, urban poor and internally displaced people against gentrification, forced evictions, containment, criminalization and exploitation;

19. Defense of the environment against imperialist plunder and overproduction as the main causes of ecological degradation, resource depletion, and climate crisis: and

20. The struggle of faith-based associations against fascism and imperialism and for the attainment of just peace.

Achievements in political education, organization and mobilization

The ILPS has made great achievements in promoting a common understanding of the aforementioned concerns and the related issues, in stimulating, facilitating and coordinating common lines of action and undertaking definite actions within and among member-organizations and mobilizing all possible organizations, institutions and personages in further alliance, campaigns and specific activities.

Political education has been carried among the individual members of all the member-organizations of the ILPS on the need for a broad anti-imperialist and democratic united front and international people’s solidarity in accordance with the Charter, General Declaration, resolutions and decisions of the ILPS. The contents of these documents are propagated through advocacy, research, publications, conferences, seminars and social and political action.

All the member organizations and leading organs of the ILPS at all levels are alert to the international and national situation and take up issues promptly as these arise in the anti-imperialist and democratic struggles. They put forward their analyses and statements as current events and views arise and develop within their respective scopes of responsibility. They issue timely statements and conduct study meetings, seminars and conferences on major issues in order to raise the political consciousness of their ranks and those that they wish to invite as member-organizations or as allies.

The commissions under the ICC have the special task of undertaking research, publications, seminars and conferences on the various concerns for expanding and deepening the knowledge of all the constituents of the ILPS and for raising the consciousness of friendly organizations and encouraging them to join the ILPS. They have been instrumental in the founding of major international formations such as the International Migrants Alliance, the International Women’s Alliance and Workers International Struggles Initiatives. They use the print and electronic media to spread the basic documents, primers, position papers, statements and other reading materials under conditions of the Covid-19 pandemic, they have used the method of webinars to discuss major concerns and issues on an international scale.

The ILPS has already held six international assemblies, at the rate of once every three to four years. During and after every international assembly there is an upsurge of determination and activity for strengthening the ICC, ICG, general secretariat, commissions, the global region committees, the country chapters and member-organizations through political education, organizational expansion and mass campaigns at various levels.

There were more than 400 participants from 45 countries attending the Sixth International Assembly. Two-hundred eighty five (285) were delegates from 213 member-organizations. After the Sixth International Assembly, the general secretariat and commissions of the ICC have been strengthened. The ILPS has risen to a new and higher level of activity in political education, organization and mass mobilization.

Country chapters continue to be formed where there are at least three member-organizations deciding to form the chapter. Regional committees are formed wherever there are at least three national chapters deciding to hold a regional assembly and elect its committee. The ILPS now covers a substantial number of countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America, Europe, North America and Oceania. Regional coordinating committees exist now in the following regions: Asia-Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean, Africa and West Asia, North America and Europe.

The ILPS has made its political and organizational achievements on the basis of voluntary work and self-reliance in every activity. The resource base is limited to the membership dues and donations from the better off member organizations and from friends. There have been certain difficulties in collecting the membership dues. These have been adjusted in consideration of income disparities between developed and underdeveloped countries.

More could have been achieved by the ILPS if it had more funds. The leading organs, national chapters and member-organizations can raise funds by selling publications, meaningful paraphernalia and tickets to cultural presentations and by soliciting donations and funding for programs, projects and campaigns. The fundraising can be done within the ILPS and among the allies and general public. With more funds that it can raise, the ILPS can accomplish more and probably provide honoraria to full-time personnel.

In accordance with its policy of building the international united front, the ILPS has initiated or joined mass campaigns and activities and conferences along the anti-imperialist and democratic line of struggle. The ILPS has invited organizations and alliances to participate for the purpose of advancing the common cause and attaining mutual benefit. It has thereby augmented and amplified its own strength with those of other forces. In turn these allies do likewise for their own benefit. Under the same policy, the ILPS has participated in campaigns and activities initiated by other organizations and alliances.

According to its capabilities, the ILPS has always been willing to initiate or join campaigns and conferences on various multisectoral and sectoral concerns and issues and in varying geographic scales. It has steadily developed its capacity to hold globally coordinated actions on major global issues as well as specific regional or national issues that have global implications. There have been instances where a local struggle initiated or participated in by ILPS member organizations in certain countries have been supported by member-organizations in other countries.

The ILPS has sought and obtained the support and cooperation of national liberation movements, campaign centers, organizations, institutions and alliances for the purpose of mass mobilizations. It has taken advantage of the contradictions among the imperialist powers and among the local reactionaries to expose and isolate the worst and most reactionary targets at any given time and place. Thus, it has further strengthened itself by availing of the mass mobilizations and broad international conferences to increase its member-organizations.

Bright prospects

Since the mortgage meltdown in the US in 2006 and global financial crisis of the world capitalist system in 2008, the world capitalist system has fallen into prolonged stagnation and depression. The strategic decline of US imperialism has become increasingly conspicuous. The neoliberal policy of unbridled greed and the neoconservative policy of endless wars have proven to be counterproductive and bankrupting to the US. The crisis of overproduction has led to the current public debt bubble which is about to burst in the faces of the imperialist powers and their puppet states.

The inter-imperialist contradictions have become so severe that the main collaborators in propagating the neoliberal policy of imperialist globalization, the US and China, have become the chief economic rivals and political rivals for world hegemony. The US is trying to round up its traditional imperialist allies against the new imperialist powers, especially against China. All these imperialist powers can still compromise among themselves to some extent, at the expense of the peoples and nations in the underdeveloped countries as well as at the expense of the proletariat and people in the imperialist countries,

But under the current conditions, the proletariat and people of the world are undergoing intolerable suffering from the escalating conditions of oppression and exploitation. They are being made to fight back by the extreme rigors of neoliberalism, state terrorism, wars of aggression and environmental destruction by monopoly capitalism. The crisis of the world capitalist system has been aggravated by the Covid-19 pandemic , causing the unprecedented breakdown of economies and the loss of jobs and other means of livelihood.

Altogether, the proletariat and peoples of the world are tormented by imperialist and class exploitation and oppression, the flow of resources to wars and production of weapons of mass destruction, the plunder of the environment and the global warming. All these are wreaking havoc on their lives, thus the people have no choice but to fight back.

They are being driven to rise up and struggle for national liberation, democracy and socialism. The anti-imperialist and democratic mass struggles are spreading and intensifying on a global scale. They are signaling the resurgence of the world proletarian revolution. The prospects of the proletariat and peoples of the world and the International League of Peoples’ Struggle in particular are therefore bright.
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US Occupation of Afghanistan from 2001 to 2021
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Note: This article is focused on the US-NATO war of aggression against Afghanistan and its occupation from 2001 to 2021. It may be distributed in connection with my paper on 9-11 and the War on Terror for the webinar on September 13, 2021 under the sponsorship of BAYAN and the ILPS-Philippines.

British colonial interest in Afghanistan

Long before the direct causes arose for the US and its NATO allies to invade Afghanistan in 2001, British colonialism had already taken an interest in colonizing the region that is now Afghanistan in the 19th century. Located in Central-South Asia, Afghanistan was viewed by colonial empires since Alexander’s time as part of key strategic crossroads between East and West.

Britain’s aims were clearly directed at protecting its own valuable colonial possession, India-Pakistan, against the aggressive expansion of Tsarist Russia and the creeping influence of Persia under the Shah. Using India as base, the British launched three wars of aggression against Afghanistan and its native rulers. In the first war from 1839 to 1842, the British aggressors were defeated. Changing tact, they were able to sweet-talk Afghanistan into a friendship treaty in 1855 and to fend off Russia’s intrusions for a while. 

But Afghanistan continued to assert its independence while flirting with Russia. The British thus decided to wage a second war of aggression from 1878 to 1880, and succeeded in making Afghanistan a British protectorate against Russia and Iran. It is instructive to note that the rivalry between British and Russian imperialism allowed them to amicably chop off big chunks of Afghan territory into their respective spheres of influence, often simply by drawing lines on a map.

On one hand, these artificial delineations such as the Duran Line (1893) and the Anglo-Russian Convention of 1907 forcibly sliced through major ethnic groups, leaving closely related tribal communities on opposite sides of the porous border—which would generate persistent issues relating to border conflicts, nationality, and refugee problems that exist until today. Examples of these are the Pashtun and Baloch in the east and south bordering Pakistan, the Turkmen and Uzbek in the north bordering Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, and so on.

On the other hand, the same delineations allowed by British imperialism gave the native Afghan ruling class the opportunity to constitute the many diverse tribes into a semicolonial nation-state. As British protectorate from 1880 to 1919 and onward, Afghanistan was able to expand its trade with neighboring countries and allowed a mercantile bourgeoisie to grow further, erode the feudal system, and turn it into a semi-feudal one.

Major imperialist realignments at end of World War I and the emergence of Soviet Russia, which junked the former Tsarist policy of national oppression, encouraged Afghanistan under King Amanullah Khan to assert full national sovereignty. It effectively resisted the third British war of aggression in 1919 and gained independence under the Anglo-Afghan Treaty of 1919.

In the next 30 years, Afghanistan remained a formally independent but precarious state based on the uneasy alliance of ultra-conservative monarchic families, feudal lords (with their own tribal military and mass base cemented by Islam) and of a bourgeoisie highly dependent on foreign trade, with comprador and national-bourgeois elements supported by a petty bourgeois intelligentsia and a young Kemalist army officer corps.

The interplay of these class economic and political factors created social conditions similar to other British protectorates in the Middle East—including factional and ethno-sectarian conflicts characterized by intermittent palace and army coups.

Afghanistan during and after the cold war

In the face of the Cold War that followed World War II, Afghanistan took a neutral position between the Soviet Union and the US and received assistance from both, with the former transmitting ideas of people’s democracy and socialism and the latter country promoting bourgeois liberalism and anti-communism.

The ruling factions of King Amanullah and later Zahir Shah tried to build up a modern centralized economy based on state cartels. But the tremendous cost of building the infrastructure and power-generating capacity to connect all rural hinterlands had to come from imperialist “aid.” In the period of 1950-1970, Afghanistan received 50  of its foreign aid (including military aid) from the Soviet Union, and 30 percent from the US. By the early 1960s, the Afghan army had become largely Soviet-trained and equipped. Radical politics and the appeal of Soviet-style economics began to spread among the Afghan intelligentsia and army officers.

By 1964 the chronic crisis of the semi-feudal ruling system became severe enough to press upon King Mohammed Zahir Shah to adopt a constitution, proclaim a constitutional monarch and adopt reforms towards modernization. The same crisis led to the formation of the Progressive Youth Organization (PYO) in 1965 by those who adhered to Marxism-Leninism and who in the main subsequently followed the line of Mao Zedong Thought. The PYO was a key factor in the continuous mass protests against the ruling system and for national and social liberation.

The pro-Soviet People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) was established also in 1965. It had a moderate wing, the Parcham (Banner) which was led by Babrak Karmal) and the more radical wing, the Khalq (People) which was led by Nur Muhammed Taraki and Hafizullah Amin.

In 1973 the cousin of the King, the “Red Prince” Mohammed Daoud Khan who was Prime Minister seized power, with the support of key military officers and Parchamis, and proclaimed a republic wherein many Parchamis obtained high posts. Both PDPA wings, but especially the Khalqis, developed a strong mass base in the Afghan military. In the mid-1970s, Daoud began to turn against his PDPA allies. He also came into conflict with Pakistan over border claims. In turn, Pakistan’s ruling elite and secret service began to support anti-PDPA Islamic groups across the border.

In 1978, Daoud and his family were killed during the so-called Saur Revolution when the pro-Soviet PDPA, with its two factions having reconciled, seized power in a coup d’etat supported by Afghan army and air force units. The PDPA declared the PYO-led Maoist Movement as its No. 1 enemy and massacred the people belonging to it. That same year, the Soviet-Afghan Friendship Treaty was signed, which allowed the deployment of Soviet armed forces at the Afghan government’s request.

In 1979, a series of radical measures such as land reform, women’s emancipation, and education reform were mishandled by the Afghan government. These further antagonized Islamic clerics and tribal chiefs. These led to civilian uprisings and army mutinies such as in Herat and other provinces. Mujahedin (Islamic guerrilla fighters) began to sprout and openly wage armed resistance. There was also a succession of PDPA leaders at the helm of the Afghan people’s democratic government. Taraki was assassinated and his successor Hafizullah Amin was also assassinated three months later as a result of factional strife within the PDPA.

At first, the Soviet Union was reluctant to undertake direct military intervention. However, its Afghan puppet regime was clearly spinning out of control. At the same time, it felt threatened by the newly victorious Islamic revolution in Iran, which could inspire similar movements in its restive southern borderlands. Thus it decided to mire into its own “Vietnam” for the next 10 years despite

As early as July 1979, the US and its Central Intelligence Agency through Afghan and Pakistani assets were already directing and funding the mujahedin to wage armed resistance against the pro-Soviet government and the expected Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. This invasion began on December 24, 1979 under the pretext of upholding the Soviet-Afghan Friendship Treaty of 1978, and installed Babrak Karmal as the new leader of the Afghan government. He was eventually replaced in 1987 by Mohammed Najibullah.

The Soviet Union exerted every effort to support its Afghan allies, stop the Afghan state’s internal hemorrhage, and equip and rebuild the entire Afghan army and civilian bureaucracy, much like the US did in propping up its puppet regime in South Vietnam. Arrayed against the Soviet forces and the Afghan regime were a motley of Islamic guerrillas and militia forces led by warlords and tribal chiefs. They fought the Soviet and Afghan armies to a virtual standstill.

These mujahedin had the advantage of fighting on home ground and familiar terrain, including access to refugee camps across the borders with nearby countries especially Pakistan, through which foreign assistance and foreign fighters poured in. What would later emerge as Al-Qaeda (the group of Osama bin Laden) and the Taliban were among them. In addition, there was the so-called Northern Alliance of local warlords. They were covertly supported by US Special Forces and CIA teams through “Operation Cyclone,” providing them with funding, modern weapons, and training. The US and its allies also operated through the ISI, Pakistan’s secret service, and other conduits that linked the mujahedin to Saudi Arabia’s ruling elite.

By 1988 the Soviet Union was already worn down by the mujahedin, Afghan army desertions, and its own worsening problems at home as Gorbachov’s glasnost and perestroika unraveled. It thus withdrew its military forces from Afghanistan in 1989. In its 10-year occupation the Soviet Union suffered 15,000 Soviet soldiers killed. Its Afghanistan misadventure also greatly helped finish off its comatose bureaucrat capitalist economy.

Without Soviet support, the PDPA government collapsed and its leader Najibullah resigned in 1992. Kabul fell to the various mujahedin factions. Burhanuddin Rabbani’s faction was able to claim dominance and establish the Islamic State of Afghanistan. But mujahedin fractiousness quickly eroded the base of this new state. Thus the Afghan civil war started. In the melee among the mujahedin factions, the Taliban arose in the Pashtun region in 1994 under the leadership of Mohammed Omar. It became dominant and established the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan in 1996. For the next five years, the Taliban and its Islamic Emirate functioned as the de-facto government of Afghanistan.

The Liberation Organization of the People of Afghanistan (SAMA) was the main Maoist politico-military organization that fought the PDPA government and the Soviet invaders. It was based in Parwan province and was led by Majid Kalakani who intended to turn SAMA into a United Front. It was able to launch spectacular tactical offensives and even captured a Soviet general. But it soon declined and stagnated after the death of Kalakani. The SAMA petered out in 1989.

The rabid anti-communist and extreme Islamist Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and his Party of Islam spearheaded the campaign against the Maoists. By and large, the mujahedin held the initiative by harping on the line of anti-communism and anti-atheism against the Soviet social imperialists, their Afghan puppets and the Maoists. The efforts of Maoists to form the Revolutionary Communist Cell of Afghanistan in the late 1980s and the Revolutionary Communist Association of Afghanistan in 1991 failed to seize the initiative from the mujahedin.

It remains for the Marxist-Leninist-Maoist proletarian revolutionaries in Afghanistan to draw valuable lessons from their victories and setbacks during this period, and share these with today’s younger generations of anti-imperialist and socialist mass organizations within the country and worldwide.

The causes, conduct and costs of the US invasion and occupation

The US and its NATO allies used as pretext the September 11, 2001 attacks on the Twin Tower in New York, which it promptly blamed on Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaida, to launch “Operation Enduring Freedom” and wage a long war of aggression against Afghanistan. The Taliban government was willing to surrender Osama bin Laden to a third country. But the US and its NATO allies proceeded to invade Afghanistan for the purpose of hunting him down together with his Al-Qaeda network and destroying the Taliban.

They were aided by the Northern Alliance or United Front (United Islamic National Front for the Salvation of Afghanistan), which was led by president Burhanuddin Rabbani, former Defense Minister Ahmad Shah Massoud and Marshal Abdul Raschid Dostum. Massoud commanded the Tajik tribes in the Panjshir Valley and Dostum commanded the Uzbek and Turkmen tribes against the Pashtun tribes mainly comprising the Taliban since 1996.

With the collaboration of the Northern Alliance (especially by the late Massoud’s troops from Panjshir valley), the US-led NATO invasionary force captured Kabul and ousted the Taliban from power in October 2001. By November and December, the Northern Alliance gained control over much of Afghanistan and enabled the establishment of the Hamid Karzai government. Under the Bonn Agreement of December 2001, the UN Security Council sponsored the establishment of the Afghan Transitional Administration under the chairmanship of Karzai to restore stability and governance in Afghanistan.

A grand assembly (jirga) was convened in June 2002 by former King Zahir Shah. Karzai was elected president for the two years in the jirga, in which the Afghan Interim Authority was also replaced with the Transitional Islamic State of Afghanistan (TISA). A constitutional loya jirga was held in December 2003 and adopted the 2004 Constitution, with a presidential form of government and a bicameral legislature. Karzai was elected president in 2004 and won a second term in 2009. The parliamentary elections were also held successfully in 2005 and 2009.

Fourteen thousand so-called reconstruction projects were undertaken. The World Bank put up the multilateral Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund (ARTF), financed by 24 international donor countries with more than $ 1.37 billion as of 2007. Approximately $ 30 billion were provided mainly by the US and lesser contributors in the international community. Further, the world community at the Tokyo conference provided two tranches of $ 4 billion in 2002 and 2004. The London conference also provided $ 10.5 billion in 2006. The US again donated $ 11 billion in early 2007. But all the so-called reconstructions projects were afflicted by the corruption of the US private contractors and the Afghan puppet bureaucrats.

The UN Security Council authorized the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in December 2001 supposedly to provide basic security for the people of Afghanistan and assist the Karzai administration. Since 2002, the total number of ISAF and US armed forces based in Afghanistan increased from 15,000 to 150,000. The overwhelming majority of them belonged to the US forces. Their duty was to fight the Taliban and also train the Afghan Armed Forces and Afghan National Police.
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