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A long time ago,

in a little town in the desert,

a bunch of kids lived on C Street.

They weren't perfect people,

but they were perfectly wonderful kids.

This is the beginning of their adventures.

—

This book has been scored

using 8 readability formulas.

Reading Level: very easy to read.

Reader's Age: 6-9 yrs. old
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Chapter 1
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The wind was blowing yellow and red leaves through the air. There were fluffy clouds high in the sky. Jenny and Steve were walking home from school. The sunshine was warm but the wind was chilly.

"Halloween is in just a few days. I still don't know what to dress up as," Jenny said to her brother.

Steve zipped his jacket up to his neck. "I wish I could have a ready-made costume," he said.

"Mom said we have to make our own," Jenny said. She crossed her arms over her chest. "It's not fair."

"If we want to trick-or-treat we'll have to make our own costumes," Steve said just as they reached their house.

After they did homework they had some chores to do. Jenny fed their dog, Frankie and Steve took out the trash.

They had spaghetti for dinner and later they washed the dishes.

Jenny lifted a plate out of the sudsy water. "If we don't have costumes, we won't get to trick-or-treat."

Steve took the plate and rinsed it. "If we don't trick-or-treat, we won't get any candy."

Every year all the kids on C Street went out together on Halloween night. Because they went as a group, they each got the same amount of candy. If Steve and Jenny didn't go along, they would have no candy.

"You could be a ghost," Jenny said.

Steve shook his head. "Tom is going to be a ghost." He looked sad. Tom lived down C Street. They were best friends. "I can't be the same thing."

Jenny nodded. "I know. I was going to be a mermaid but Cookie's mother got her a store-bought mermaid costume." Cookie lived across the street.

The next day at school Jenny asked her friends what they would be dressing up as. She didn't want to have the same costume.

Cookie was very excited about her mermaid outfit. "It has glitter on the tail," she said.

Jenny frowned. She wished she could wear a glitter tail for Halloween.

When she asked Jackie about her costume she smiled. "My mother is helping me make a soldier costume."

"I still don't know what I want to be," Jenny said.

"You could be a soldier, too," Jackie said. She was always trying to be helpful.

Jenny didn't want to be a soldier. She didn't want to be the same as someone else.

On the other side of the playground, she could see Steve. He was talking to some other boys.

Later, when they were walking home Jenny asked, "Did the other boys have any ideas for your costume?"
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