
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


​WHEN GOD DIRECTS a STORM 

It’s in the storm that the believer in Christ is made...  
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​WHY THIS STORM?  
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The nature of storms sometimes makes them unpredictable. In our modern age, the advances in technology have ushered in better and far more sophisticated methods of predicting a storm’s path. However, there have been a few times in my lifetime, that I have witnessed the ability of nature to outsmart man, and admittedly, there were many times when man was indeed correct. For one to be adequately prepared for such a potentially life-threatening occurrence, it would mean that one would have had prior knowledge of its imminence through appropriate warnings. But what of a spiritual storm? A spiritual storm may refer to any troubling or overwhelming circumstance that a believer in Christ may face, and it often appears that such storm’s impact comes without a warning, however, we do have a warning system; it is the word of God. It assures us that, as believers, we need not go in search of storms, as they will eventually find us! Paul’s word of warning to his son in the faith, Timothy, in 2 Timothy 3:12 was that “All who will live godly in Christ, will suffer persecution.” Living a godly life will not exempt you from the sufferings of this world, as a matter of fact, same attracts both negative and positive attention, and most certainly among the negative is our adversary, the devil. It is often so tempting to link these negative encounters in our lives to the consequences of sin, same has its place, but it is very clear that the righteous also suffers. It is, therefore, our responsibility to examine ourselves daily, to see whether our storms are as a result of our sinful actions, or righteous conduct. Peter provides us with a very appropriate admonition, in 1 Peter 4:15-16, he says “But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men’s matters. Yet if any suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.” 

The Apostle Paul gave further warnings to the church in the book of Acts 14:22 that, “We must through much tribulation, enter into the kingdom of God.” Despite many such cautions, numerous believers are dumbfounded and often confused, when a storm hits. Some even resort to a state of denial, trying desperately to not accept the reality of what’s happening in the atmosphere around them. They say, “This can’t be God! He will never allow me to go through such pain!” It is only thereafter, that they realize what they had been doing for most of their lives – They were always trying to box God in! It seems that they had managed to create a small space in their heads for God to move, and if he dared stepped beyond that parameter, then their worlds are shaken, but the God of glory will not be tamed by mere expectations of men! Others, simply adopt an attitude of anger and resentment toward God, demanding that he provides answers to, “Why this storm?” They then attempt to justify their actions by convincing themselves that, if only they knew the source and cause of their pain, then same would have been more bearable. This, however, only reveals that they are not truly perfected in love, and it is also a clear indication of their lack of faith, but even more so, it solidifies the fact that such believers need a storm! A child who is secure in the love of his parents, will not question the decisions that they make – He has no suspicions about their actions. Why then, are so many believers suspicious of God? Why do we secretly believe that he is out to get us? At least, that is exactly what our doubting says. The parent of a child who always asks, “Why?”, depending on the matter at hand, may either feel hurt or become extremely annoyed. That parent expects that they would have done enough to show that child how much they truly loved him or her, but instead, their love is constantly being doubted through unnecessary questionings. God has certainly done enough to prove his love for us, John 3:16 tells us plainly, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” I now ask, what more do you want him to do? 

Hence, my friends, our attitudes are of utmost importance when going through our storms. We are on a journey to the Promised Land, and we must, therefore, endeavor to resist the portrayal of an attitude, like that of the children of Israel, when they journeyed to their promised land, Canaan. Their attitude was that of great doubt and rebellion, and one that displeased God – For without faith it is impossible to please him. A look at the initial stages of their journey from Egypt to the wilderness, via the Red Sea, clearly seals this point. Exodus 13:17 implies that they did not have to face the Red Sea as there was another route, a shorter one, one that led through the land of the Philistines. “How could God have been so cruel? What kind of sick joke was he playing on the children of Israel?” Isn’t that how we often think when we are surrounded by a storm? We acknowledge God’s might but not his sovereignty; we realize how strong his arms are to deliver us from our trials, and we pray endlessly for same. We laud his might, hoping that it will cause him to work in our favour, and when he does not, we fill our souls with bitterness, contemplating the many ways a great God such as he could have made, but he chose this way! You bet that’s how the children of Israel reacted when they met upon the Red Sea and could see in the far distance, Pharaoh, and his fierce army advancing. “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt, that you have brought us to die in the wilderness?” they said. But how could they have said such things about a God whose motive was love? God’s desire was to bless them and their posterity, with a land that they could call their own, free from harsh slavery; a land flowing with milk and honey. God had a purpose in leading the Israelites by that way, he certainly knew why! The Red Sea may have seemed insurmountable, but the shorter route posed an even greater threat; a threat that God knew the children of Israel were not prepared to face: the threat of a people with the mentality of slaves, being engaged in warfare by superior nations – They would have surely returned to Egypt! What are you demanding answers for today? My friend, you don’t have to know why; God knows why! It’s time to trust him; it’s time to acknowledge his sovereignty. Let us, therefore, display an attitude of faith and obedience; let us join the Psalmist in declaring “I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise shall continually be in my mouth.” And let us take hope in God’s word through the Apostle Paul, in Romans 8:28 & 31, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?” There may be many reasons why God would allow a child of his to encounter a spiritual storm, some of the reasons we know, and others we may never know until we go up yonder: but be assured today that whatever trials may come your way they must first pass through the hands of Almighty God – and he knows just what to allow, and what to prevent. From here on, do not ask, “Why?” just trust him: he knows what’s best for you! 
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