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        After sixty-eight years, Madge lived for the simple pleasures, like her single cup of coffee on the balcony while she watched the sun rise.

      

        

      
        Until she wakes one morning to find the coffee can empty.

      

        

      
        Determined, Madge heads out into the early morning hours to buy more coffee. Little does she know the trip leads her on an adventure that reminds her of her favourite Western show, Ramson’s Folly.

      

        

      
        Join Madge as she decides to risk it all in this contemporary fantasy, Coffee Run.

      

        

      
        Part of Urban Western, an Uncollected Anthology.
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      The best time for drinking coffee on the balcony was just after five in the morning. The sun was flirting with the idea of coming up. Traffic was non-existent yet the air was filled with sound. The song of birds chattering up a storm so loud that even if Madge wasn’t already awake, they would have woken her from a sound sleep.

      Not that she slept very soundly these days.

      Instead, she would get up, stick her narrow feet into her faded, fluffy slippers and shuffle into the kitchen. The motions of making coffee were familiar and easy, something she could do in her sleep.

      So much of her life she could do in her sleep these days. After over sixty years practice, everything became rout.

      Except that one morning, with the birds chirping loudly outside her balcony door while she shuffled into her kitchen to make coffee only to find the coffee can empty.

      She kept it in the freezer to keep it fresh. Drinking only one cup a day in the very early morning meant a large can lasted her for what felt like forever. But when she opened the freezer to lift out the can, it felt suspiciously light. The cold metal almost singed her thin fingers. She set it down on the spackled white counter and peeled back the plastic lid.
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