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FOR JOLENE, MAY YOU open up your heart to the impossible and you accept the plausible. I sincerely love you with all my heart. You inspire me.
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Part I

Set your minds on things above not on earthy things.
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Colossians 3:2



In the Presence of God

A

s moms we often feel our jobs are less than divine. After all, our lives are spent dealing with dirty dishes, grimy laundry, messy spills, and smelly bathrooms. What can be divine about that? Intellectually, we know that God is omnipresent and, therefore, we accept that He must be there with us. But this is mere mental assent, as we often struggle to get our heads above water until the next time we can have time alone with the Lord. We want God, but often He just seems so distant in our everyday lives.

We begin to lean on our time alone with God. We are assured we will meet with Him there. However, some of us struggle, even in our quiet time, to feel the presence of God. We do it out of a sense of Christian duty or service, but we get no joy out of it, except for the occasional religious rush we get when we check it off our to-do list. The real issue is the problem did not begin in our prayer closets. It began in our daily lives, in the choices we made, the thoughts we allowed to run rampant in our minds, and the attitudes we allowed to become strongholds in our decision making process. It is our daily lives that must be dealt with first.

One of my favorite books is Practicing the Presence of God. This classic, written by Brother Lawrence, is ripe with godly insight and blessing. He was a monk in the 1600s who was known to experience God’s presence on a daily basis. He said, and I paraphrase for the sake of clarity, that after his personal time with God, he applied his mind carefully to the rest of the day, and even in the midst of his business, to the presence of God, when he considered He was “always with me, often in me.”

Now before you dismiss the notion, let’s look at the biblical precedence for such a thought. The children of Israel experienced God’s presence in the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. Acts 17:28 declares, “in Him we live and move and have our being.” Christ is not in a cloud. In this dispensation, the Lord has taken residence in our hearts, and we can live in his presence daily.

Okay, Cheryl, how can I do this? Invite God into the process. The neat thing about God is that He is not like us. We tell our children to clean their rooms and, by golly, they better clean their rooms by the time we come in and check. God tells us to clean up our act, then offers to come in and help us. Makes you re-think some of your parenting decisions, huh? Often we hear a sermon, a message, or read a good book and struggle to implement suggestions we know will change our lives. God gives us information that helps us make the right choice, then equips us to make that choice.

Scripture is ripe with examples of this. In Deuteronomy 28, the infamous—or famous, depending on whether you look at the glass as half-filled or half-empty—talks about the blessing God will give His people, and the curses, or negative consequences, of their own sin if they make the wrong choice. He gives Israel the choice, then He says, “choose life so that you may live.” He instructs us like a good parent and almost forces us to make the right choice.

I remember when Derek used to drive fast –well before children, and in his youth.  When we were first married, he drove a Honda Accord. I think this was before the Accord craze was on. Anyway, one day we were going to his cousin’s home for a barbecue. There was a stretch of land where it was pretty safe to drive fast, and, needless to say, Derek would accelerate a bit on those streets. On this particular day, as he started down this street, he saw his mom’s car in the middle of the road. Naturally, he slowed down. “Mom, what are you doing here,” he pried.

“I saw this big hole in the road and I knew if you came down too fast, you’d damage your car,” she said , then added almost apologetically, “Of course, I know you don’t drive fast.”

She was there to stop him from hurting himself by his own youthful zeal. God is like that with us. He protects us from ourselves, at times. God is constantly giving opportunities like that to us. However, we often look for God to show up in the spectacular or just in our quiet time. God knew how much that car meant to Derek and put the desire in his mother’s heart to save him from the pain of regret. We, too, have done the same for our children on various levels. Derek’s response to his mother also would make the difference as to whether or not her presence there was a blessing. He could have chosen to get angry and deny that he had a tendency to speed, but he did not. Keep this in mind. Our response to God will always determine our blessing.
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Seeking God
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IN 2 CHRONICLES 15, we learn a powerful principle about God. When we seek Him, He is there for us. Asa, after a successful battle, decides to reform Israel. Actually, he wants to turn Israel back to God. Azariah comes to Asa and, in verse 2, says, “The LORD is with you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you: but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.” In verse 4, we see Israel makes the right choice to seek God, “and He was found by them.” God rewards the nation of Israel because they sought Him. We must seek God with our whole heart.
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