
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


​[image: ]


[image: ]

Movers & Shakers

Volume 1

Memoirs of

16 Ordinary People

Doing Extraordinary Things

––––––––

[image: ]


Peter J Snow OAM

First published in 2026 by BeInspiredBooks.com 

on behalf of Peter J Snow OAM

© Peter J Snow OAM 2026

The moral rights of the author have been asserted

All rights reserved. Except as permitted under the Australian CopyrightAct1968

(for example, a fair dealing for the purposes of study, research, criticism or review), no part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, communicated or transmitted in any form or by any means without prior written permission.

All inquiries should be made to the author.

Creator: Snow, Peter, author.

Title: Not Ordinary Lives 2, Movers & Shakers – Vol. 1 / Peter J Snow OAM. 

ISBN: 978-1-923358-70-6 (Paperback)  

ISBN: 978-1-923358-99-7 (PDF version)

ISBN: 978-1-923358-98-0 (ePub)

ISBN: 978-1-923358-97-3 (Audiobook)

Subjects: Ordinary people doing Extraordinary things.

Aspirational, Inspirational and Motivational.

[image: A close up of a book

Description automatically generated]

Publisher: BeInspiredBooks.com

Project management: Community & Corporate Marketing and Public Relations

Cover design by Synergy Graphics

Cover photo by Ian Ritchie

Disclaimer

The material in this publication is of the nature of general comment only and does not represent professional advice. It is not intended to provide specific guidance for particular circumstances and it should not be relied on as the basis for any decision to take action or not take action on any matter which it covers. Readers should obtain professional advice where appropriate, before making any such decision.

To the maximum extent permitted by law, the author and publisher disclaim all responsibility and liability to any person, arising directly or indirectly from any person taking or not taking action based on the information in this publication.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Foreword
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This is not a book of full biographies—and that is by design.

Not Ordinary Lives – Movers & Shakers, Volume 1 presents a series of short, semi-biographical portraits of people who have made a meaningful and lasting impact. Each story is a focused snapshot, capturing the moments, values, and decisions that shaped an extraordinary life. 

Designed to be read in five to ten minutes, these memoirs are concise, engaging, and intentionally accessible—offering inspiration without excess.

Many of the stories are introduced through the author’s personal connection with the subject, adding authenticity and depth. 

These are not distant profiles, but reflections informed by firsthand experience and long-standing respect.

Unlike The Tribe series, which is united by a shared connection to a football club, the Movers & Shakers collection is linked by achievement and influence. 

The individuals featured here have excelled across business, leadership, entrepreneurship, and community service. 

Some reinvented themselves entirely; others built significant careers while maintaining a strong commitment to giving back. 

For many, that commitment was shaped through involvement with JCI and its philosophy of personal development through community involvement.

The author has been uniquely placed to observe these journeys and has selected these stories as examples of lives lived with purpose. 

They are included not for titles or accolades alone, but because their resilience, leadership, and service continue to inspire.

Not Ordinary Lives – Movers & Shakers, Volume 1 is the third collection in the Not Ordinary Lives series—a celebration of ambition, contribution, and the power of individuals who choose to make a difference.
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Dedication
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This book is dedicated to three truly extraordinary Movers & Shakers who passed away within months of one another in late 2025.

Though drawn from diverse backgrounds and professions, they were united through their membership of Jaycees (now known as JCI), the world’s leading personal development organisation for people under 40 years of age. 

Their shared commitment to leadership, service, and community left a lasting imprint on all who knew them.

The author was privileged to serve alongside each of them on the Board of The Jaycees Community Foundation Inc. for more than 35 years, witnessing first-hand their unwavering dedication to community service. Central to that legacy was the Foundation’s flagship project—Albany’s Historic Whaling Station at Discovery Bay, Albany in Western Australia.  It is an enduring example of how vision, volunteer leadership, and collective effort can transform a derelict community asset into an internationally recognised cultural heritage landmark 

This book is offered in gratitude and remembrance of three remarkable Movers & Shakers, great friends, and Life Members of a unique charity—whose commitment and legacy have made Australia a better place.
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ABOVE: Neville Clare - Geoff Hampton - Ron Raynor

All JCI Senators & Life Members of The Jaycees Community Foundation Inc


	
Geoff and Ron were part of the decision-making team on the Board of the Jaycees Foundation Ltd that resulted in the establishment of the
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publisher of this book - BeInspiredBooks.com and its mini-book division – 5-minutereads.com as a not-for-profit publishing platform for authors.
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Movers & Shakers Volume 1 is also dedicated to the countless members of JCI who, through quiet service and shared purpose, have worked to make their communities—and the world—a better place. 

Seven of them are featured in this book.

About the Author

Peter J Snow OAM is an entrepreneur, community leader, and chronicler of lives shaped by service, resilience, and purpose. 

Often described—only half-jokingly—as a “jack of all trades and master of none,” he has instead turned a wide range of interests into a legacy of enduring impact.

After stepping away from early pursuits in engineering and accounting, Peter found direction, confidence, and lifelong purpose through JCI (formerly Jaycees International), joining Fremantle Jaycees in 1970. 

The leadership training, networks, and values he gained there became the foundation for more than seven decades of entrepreneurial activity and community involvement.

Throughout his life, Peter has initiated, led, or supported projects across public relations, fundraising, education, heritage preservation, and assistance for people with disabilities—many of which achieved national and international recognition. 

His entrepreneurial ventures have spanned diverse industries, while his community service has consistently focused on collaboration, mentoring, and leaving organisations stronger than he found them.

His contributions have been recognised with numerous honours. 

These include an Order of Australia Medal for service to the community, the Western Australian Heritage Award for Voluntary Individual Contribution, a Paul Harris Fellowship from Rotary International, the title of Honorary Tarheel of North Carolina, and selection as a Community Torchbearer for the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. 

He holds life membership of eight community and sporting organisations.

Within JCI, Peter has been named Outstanding National Officer, Outstanding JCI Senator of the World, and one of the organisation’s Inspiring Jaycees of the World. 

He is a life member of JCI Australia and its international parent body and was named among JCI’s 110 Influential Members as part of its 110th anniversary celebrations in 2025.

Through the Not Ordinary Lives series, Peter brings together his passion for storytelling and his belief that extraordinary impact is often created not by fame or fortune, but by ordinary people who choose to lead, serve, and persist. 

His writing reflects a lifelong conviction that setbacks can become turning points, and that the true measure of success lies in the lives enriched along the way.

Charities to Benefit from this Book

––––––––
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This book is different to most others. Publishing rights have been granted to the Jaycees Foundation Ltd, a charitable foundation and its not-for-profit publishing platform supporting new authors (focussing on youth). It is hoped to unveil stories to inspire and motivate readers to optimise their own lives and, in doing so, align with the foundation’s objective of making Australia a better place.

Also, as part of arrangements with the author, the subjects of this book have nominated a charity to receive their share of royalties from its sale in all formats. 

The charities to benefit from the sales of this book are:

Amber Community (Vic)

Australian Junior Chamber Foundation Inc.

BirdLife Australia

Breast Cancer Care (WA)

Cancer Council WA

Fly2Foundation

Free the Hounds Inc

Life Flight Australia (Darling Downs)

Mettle Women Inc.

MND Association (WA)

Red Nose Ltd (SIDS)

Royal Flying Doctor Service (Western Region)

Sea Rescue Tasmania Inc.

I thank all those who have willingly contributed their time and stories and for using them to support their chosen charity. 

... Peter J Snow OAM
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As is a common theme throughout the various memoirs, fate played a hand in an extraordinary way.

One April day in 1996, the 7.45 am ABC radio news announced the death of a well-known Albany businessman along with three others in an aircraft accident.  The plane had crashed at Mt. Manypeaks, 35 km from Western Australia’s oldest coastal town.

I mentally discounted the possibility of it being John Bell, who along with wife Jill, managed Australia’s last whaling station in a form of partnership with The Jaycees Community Foundation Inc.  As the Foundation’s Director responsible for the project the prospect of it being our partner was unlikely.  John had a plane charter business separate to our management arrangements.  He and Jill had operated a small whaling museum in a Nissan hut just outside the whaling station until 1980.  Our partnership was a logical business arrangement that had endured for 16 years since our Foundation had been gifted the derelict site in December 1980.

A few minutes later, that unpleasant thought became a shocking reality when John’s daughter rang to confirm that it was indeed John who had died.  Also killed in the crash was a state policeman, a customs officer and federal policeman.  John’s plane had been chartered for a drug surveillance run along the south coast when it stalled and pancaked into the 565m mountain.

With more than 13,000 flying hours, John was no novice and was known to be meticulous in his flight preparation and flying procedures.  The reason for the crash remained a mystery until it was discovered that there had been a number of instances with that model of aircraft.  When flying at a particular speed and angle, it had a propensity to stall.  Given the likelihood of a reduction in height and speed to conduct the surveillance operation, this was the Coronial conclusion.

With no succession plan in place, the Foundation Board based 400 km away in Perth, faced a dilemma. How or who would take over the hands-on role of running a struggling tourist attraction based on what remained of Australia’s last derelict whaling station?

After making the trip to Albany for John’s funeral, I was confronted by the expected very large crowd.  Fortunately, one I had previously met through John was local Gary Tonkin.  Gary is regarded as the world’s greatest living scrimshander (an engraver of ivory like whale teeth - an ancient art of whalers going back to the early days of whaling).  He had been close to John having regularly bought whale teeth that John had accumulated over the years as the whale spotting pilot for the now defunct whaling company.  Gary introduced me to a larger than life and genial fellow – one Les Bail – a local dive boat and whale watch operator who also ran a salvage yard.  

Les was a registered builder with a heritage leaning – a unique combination that perfectly fitted the role to be filled. Gary indicated that Les might be able to help us out for three months or so, while we found a replacement manager for the late John Bell.

That was to commence an enduring friendship with Les and his very supportive wife Dorothy and a business relationship that lasted not just three months - but more than 13 years.  It also saw the creation of the run-down industrial complex into the iconic award-winning heritage tourist attraction that is known today as Discovery Bay.  

After retiring following ten years as its General Manager, Les stayed on to project manage the development of the Foundation’s Albany Biodiversity Park on the adjoining degraded bushland.  This now boasts an Australian wildlife park, a regional flora exhibit featuring a living floral mural, wetlands and water recycling exhibits and a grassed amphitheatre that can seat 2,000.

Ironically, Les had had an earlier involvement with the whaling station. As President of South Coast Diving Club, in consultation with John Bell, he had overseen the scuttling of the whaling station’s most decrepit whalechaser, the Cheynes III.  This was after it had been stripped of all useful components and was destined for a second life as a diving practice wreck.  Les’s dive charter business had another site for learners to explore.

So who is Les Bail?

Leslie John Bail, affectionately known as Les, emerged into the world in February 1944, in the picturesque town of Albany, nestled along the rugged coastline of Western Australia. Born to Victor and Lorraine Bail, Les was the eldest of four siblings, growing up alongside his brothers Frederick, Wayne, and Kim. From the outset, it was evident that Les possessed a restless spirit and an insatiable curiosity about the world around him.

Raised in a household where hard work and integrity were esteemed above all else, Les learned the value of perseverance and determination from his parents. Despite not being academically inclined, he exhibited a natural aptitude for hands-on work, often spending his days tinkering in the family garage or exploring the great outdoors with his brothers.

After completing his education at Albany Senior High School, Les wasted no time in pursuing his passion for carpentry and joinery. At the tender age of 15, he embarked on a five-year apprenticeship, eagerly soaking up the knowledge and skills imparted by seasoned craftsmen. Under their guidance, Les honed his abilities, mastering the art of woodworking with precision and finesse.

Upon completing his apprenticeship, Les ventured into contracting, partnering with a colleague to establish Reader and Bail Building Contractors. 

After 10 years Dorothy and Les purchased Terry Reader’s share and commenced Jelda Holdings trading as LJ & DE Bail Building Contractors. Together, they tackled a myriad of projects, from residential renovations to commercial construction, earning a reputation for their exceptional craftsmanship and attention to detail.

As the years passed, Les's entrepreneurial spirit continued to drive him forward. 

In 1977, he seized upon a new opportunity, founding Drive-in Timber & Salvage, a bustling business that catered to the needs of builders and DIY enthusiasts alike. Named because of its location conveniently opposite the local drive-in theatre, the salvage yard quickly became a hub of activity, offering a treasure trove of reclaimed materials and second-hand goods.

In addition to his burgeoning carpentry career, Les harboured a deep passion for diving and underwater exploration. 

In 1978, recognizing a need for professional dive services in the community, He founded Southcoast Diving Supplies, providing equipment and expertise to recreational and commercial divers alike. 

The dive shop quickly became a hub for enthusiasts, fostering a vibrant diving community within Albany.

Although hockey was his chosen sport at high school that he continued for some time when working, Les enjoyed Friday night tennis at Emu Point until his apprenticeship was completed. 

Small bore rifle shooting was an enjoyable pastime with his father until work intervened.  Scuba diving and photography were to become a later passion.

The acquisition of a 100-acre property on the edge of Wilson Inlet near Denmark on Western Australia’s south coast provided weekends of relaxation, hunting and fishing.

Throughout his life, Les remained deeply committed to his community, volunteering his time and expertise to a variety of organizations and causes.  With his marriage to Dorothy approaching six decades, he has had the support of a loving partner in all his endeavours and they have shared many adventures together.

Through his service as President of the Albany Photographic Society and the Western Australian Photographic Foundation, Chairman of the Albany Visitor Centre and President of Albany branch of SKAL International, Les has left an indelible mark on his community.  And that doesn’t include his roles on the Boards of the Albany Boat Shed, Great Southern Regional Tourism, Albany Tourist Bureau, Main Street Committee and various other specialist community projects.

Although Les has been recognised with Life Memberships of Albany Maritime Heritage Association Inc, Albany Photographic Society, The Jaycees Community Foundation Inc, a Centenary Medal and was a finalist in the 2007 Western Australian Heritage Awards, he has left a more permanent legacy.

His most fulfilling role was overseeing the development of the Discovery Bay Tourism Precinct based on built and natural heritage, and this is a permanent gift to the region he called home for most of his life.

Despite facing numerous challenges along the way, including financial setbacks and personal loss, Les approached each obstacle with courage and determination. His unwavering commitment to honesty and integrity served as a guiding light, inspiring those around him to strive for excellence in all they did.

As Les reflects on his life's journey, he does so with a profound sense of gratitude for the opportunities he's been given and the relationships he's formed along the way. His story serves as a testament to the power of hard work, perseverance, and the unwavering belief in oneself to overcome any obstacle that stands in the way of achieving one's dreams. 

Les Bail's legacy lives on in the hearts and minds of all who have had the privilege of knowing him, a true pioneer and pillar of his community.
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In my four years as Chairman of the Australian JCI Senate Group, it was always a privilege to present the international organisation’s highest honour—a JCI Senatorship, which confers life membership of JCI. These presentations, usually made at the JCI Australia National Convention, were more than ceremonial. They marked moments when the organisation formally acknowledged individuals whose service and leadership had left a lasting imprint.
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